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Introduction: 

 

(Isaiah 40:1-2) Comfort ye, comfort ye my 

people, saith your God. (2) Speak ye 

comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that 

her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 

pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S 

hand double for all her sins.  

 

• “What shall I cry?” 

• “All flesh is grace!” 

• “Behold your God!” 

 

Preaching at one of our Bible conferences several 

years ago, Pastor Scot Richardson made a profound 

statement about preaching. He said, “Preaching is 

getting a message from God’s heart to my heart and 
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delivering it to your heart. Anything else is just 

filling in time.”  

 

What a profound, insightful and needful statement! 

The Lord God promised to give his church pastors 

after his own heart, who would feed his people with 

knowledge and with understanding (Jeremiah 3:15).  

 

He commands his prophets, “Speak ye comfortably 

to” (to the heart of) his people (Isaiah 40:2). That is 

the responsibility of a gospel preacher every time he 

speaks to eternity-bound men and women in the 

name of Christ. But it is a task no man can 

accomplish. The only way a mere man can speak the 

things of God to the heart of another is if God himself 

is pleased to speak through him. 

 

“A preacher is a nobody who tells everybody about 

Somebody who can save anybody.” 

 

This work of preaching the gospel of God is the most 

blessed, most delightful work in the world.  
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(Ephesians 3:8) Unto me, who am less than the 

least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ. 

 

Proposition: Gospel preaching is the most blessed 

work in the world; and it is the most demanding. The 

work of the gospel ministry is not a career a man 

chooses, but a gift God bestows. It is not an 

occupation of life, but a way of life. — The work of 

the gospel ministry is an all-consuming work. It 

takes all of a man — all of him! 

 

(2 Timothy 4:2-5) Preach the word; be instant in 

season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with all longsuffering and doctrine. (3) For the 

time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; (4) 

And they shall turn away their ears from the 

truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (5) But 

watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do 

the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 

ministry. 
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(1 Timothy 4:11-16) These things command and 

teach. (12) Let no man despise thy youth; but be 

thou an example of the believers, in word, in 

conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 

purity. (13) Till I come, give attendance to 

reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (14) Neglect 

not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee 

by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of 

the presbytery. (15) Meditate upon these things; 

give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting 

may appear to all. (16) Take heed unto thyself, 

and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in 

doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 

that hear thee. 

 

Rolfe Barnard used to say, “One of these days, I’m 

going to enter the ministry.” I cannot tell you how 

often I have heard Bro. Henry Mahan say the same 

thing. That may seem strange, coming from men who 

have spent nearly every waking hour of their adult 

lives studying, preaching, or traveling somewhere to 

preach. But the statement is not strange at all, when 

we consider the facts. 
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There are multitudes of pastors, evangelists, and 

missionaries who have never really entered the 

ministry. I am not talking about professional 

preachers. I am not talking about glory-seekers. I am 

not talking about men who serve God for gain. We 

know that those men are not the servants of Christ 

and never can be. 

 

I am talking about and my concern is for men who do 

know the Lord, men who do faithfully preach the 

gospel of God’s grace and glory in Christ. men who 

have to some degree left home and friends, men who 

have endured some trial and persecution for the 

gospel. I am not talking about our enemies, but our 

friends, men who have contended for the gospel in 

organized churches here and there, and some even on 

foreign soil as missionaries. Many who preach the 

gospel have not yet entered the ministry. 

 

The ministry of the gospel is an all-consuming 

thing! It cannot be a sideline. It cannot be something 

a man does when it is convenient. It is not a career. It 

is and must be the all-consuming passion of a man’s 
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life! When Elisha picked up Elijah’s mantle, he had 

to lay down all other interests and concerns. And that 

man who truly enters the ministry must leave every 

other occupation and project. 

 

(2 Timothy 2:4) “No man that warreth entangleth 

himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 

please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 

 

The man who enlists in the army and goes to war 

leaves his home, business, hobbies, and all his other 

affairs in the world. The business of the army has 

become his business. The war he is engaged in is not 

something he reads about in the morning paper. It is 

the all-consuming issue of his life. 

 

The Olympic athlete who runs in a race does so with 

such determination and commitment that he seems to 

spend all his time on the track. He appears to have no 

thought but running. He is consumed with the race.  

 

That man who enters the ministry, who really enters 

the ministry has just that kind of determination and 

commitment. 
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(1 Corinthians 7:29-31) “But this I say, brethren, 

the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that 

have wives be as though they had none; (30) 

And they that weep, as though they wept not; 

and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; 

and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 

(31) And they that use this world, as not abusing 

it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.” 

 

I cannot recommend any man to go to any seminary 

in the world. I know this will offend some who hear 

it, but frankly, I do not know of a Bible college or 

seminary anywhere in the world that is committed to 

the gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace. But I 

will tell you five places to which every man who 

enters the ministry must go. 

 

1. The man who enters the ministry must go 

Calvary. 

 

Go to Calvary! There be filled with the glory of God, 

the beauty of Christ, the majesty of grace, and 

overwhelmed with the love of God in Christ. If a man 
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ever learns the gospel of God’s sovereignty, 

substitution, satisfaction, and success, he will preach 

it! No other message will interest him. No other 

subject will appeal to him. No other theme will 

occupy his mind. That man who has seen the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ will talk about it until 

he dies! 

 

2. He who would enter the ministry must go to the 

cemetery. 

 

A man cannot enter the ministry until he has buried 

mother, father, wife, children, and his own life also. 

Christ becomes all these things to his servants. So 

that where the calling, service, truth, and glory of 

Christ are concerned, his servant has no natural ties. 

 

3. That man who enters the ministry must go to 

the garbage dump. 

 

There he disposes of his property, his heritage, his 

learning, his natural wisdom, his self-righteousness, 

his self-worth, and his fleshly zeal. At the garbage 
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dump, he throws everything away as useless dung, 

that he may win Christ and be found in him. 

• Philippians 3:4-14 

 

4. That man who enters the ministry must open an 

account at the bank of faith and live upon it. 

 

He must give up his fishing boat, throw away his 

nets, and look to Christ alone to supply all his needs. 

Those who preach the gospel must live by the gospel. 

Soldiers in the army of King Jesus do not have to 

pay their own way. Christ takes care of his servants. 

I have a checking account in the bank of faith. It was 

opened for me by Christ himself, and opened in his 

name. Thus far, I have never found the account 

empty. 

 

• It is the responsibility of every local church to 

take care of those who preach the gospel (Her 

Own Pastor — Missionaries — Other Pastors). 

• It is the responsibility of every gospel preacher 

to cut himself free from the entanglements of 

this world. 
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5. That man who enters the ministry must go to his 

study. 

 

God’s servants are preeminently men of study and 

prayer. They addict themselves to the study of the 

Word. In the eighteenth century, there was a saying 

that was common in the streets of London. John Gill 

was so well known for his devotion to study that men 

would say, “As surely as John Gill is in his study,” 

such and such will happen. 

 

No man can preach who does not study. Any man 

who is not content to spend most of his time in his 

study has no place in the pulpit of any church. The 

reason deacons exist is so that God’s servants can 

study and pray (Acts 6:1-4). 

 

The preacher must forsake business, politics, 

community affairs, family enjoyments, and many 

other worthwhile projects. He who enters the 

ministry can be nothing but a preacher. If he tries to 

be anything else he will be an embarrassment to 

himself and to others. But what a preacher that man 

will be! 
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• His name will be known in hell. 

• His name will be known in heaven. 

• It is of no concern to him if his name is forgotten 

everywhere else. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

A dying preacher was heard praying, “God, if you let 

me live, I will lay down every interest, every activity, 

and every occupation. I will live only to preach the 

gospel of your dear Son.” It was too late for him, but 

not for me and not for you. Yet, the only way anyone 

will ever truly enter the ministry is on his deathbed, 

as he dies to the world and the world dies to him! 

 

(Mark 8:35) “For whosoever will save his life 

shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for 

my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.” 

 

1. There is no discharge from this work and warfare 

(Luke 9:62). 

2. I ask you to pray for me, for Bro. Meney, for these 

pastors and preachers here and for God’s servants 
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around the world, that we may daily enter the 

ministry. 

 

William Grimshaw once made this statement — 

“When I die I shall then have my greatest grief and 

my greatest joy — my greatest grief that have done 

so little for Jesus, and my greatest joy that Jesus has 

done so much for me!” 

 

(Ephesians 3:8) “Unto me, who am less than the 

least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

 

Amen. 


