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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead….”  

 
1 Peter 1:3 (ESV)  
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Living Hope Presbyterian Church 
The Lord’s Day, May 16, 2021 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Praising God in the Assembly 
Salutation                                                                                   Colossians 1:2b 
Call to Worship                                                                        Psalm 104:31-33 
*Hymn                                              “O Worship the King” no. 219 (insert) 
*Invocation                                                                                      Psalm 124:8 
 
Confessing our Sins 
Call to Repentance                                                              Colossians 3:16-17 
Congregational Confession of Sin                                                    (insert) 
Assurance of Pardon                                                           Colossians 1:12-14 
*Psalm          “Your Word Sheds Light upon My Path” no. 119N (insert) 
 
Praying for the Church 
Scripture Reading                                                    Zechariah 1:1-17 (insert) 
Intercessory Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer                                        (insert) 
*Hymn                             “Break Thou the Bread of Life” no. 273 (insert) 
*The Apostles’ Creed                                                                           (insert) 
Collection & Prayer                                                           2 Corinthians 9:8-9 
 
Proclaiming God’s Word 
Scripture Reading                                                       Mark 1:40-2:12 (insert) 
Prayer for Illumination                                                       Isaiah 40:8 
Sermon                                                                THE SEARCH FOR FORGIVENESS 

Rev. John D. Van Meerbeke 
Closing Prayer 
*Hymn                                          “My Jesus, I Love Thee” no. 496 (insert) 
*Benediction                                                                          Numbers 6:24-26 
Postlude 

 
*Asterisk indicates Congregation Standing, if able  

 



 



Congregational Confession of Sins 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY: 
We acknowledge and confess to you  
 our many, many sins. 
We have not only disobeyed you. 
We have also failed to stir up one another 
 to love and good works. 
And we have failed to encourage one another 
 to greater fidelity in the sacred assembly. 
We have been neglectful toward you 
 and toward each other. 
Forgive us these grievous sins 
 through the shed blood of your Son, 
 the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And help us to live as children of the light. 
In the name of the Father 
 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading: Zechariah 1:1-17 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word 
of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of 
Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, 2“The LORD was very angry 
with your fathers. 3Therefore say to them, Thus declares 
the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, and 
I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 4Do not be like 
your fathers, to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, Return from your evil ways and 
from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay 
attention to me, declares the LORD. 5Your fathers, where 
are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6But my 
words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants 
the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers? So they 
repented and said, ‘As the LORD of hosts purposed to deal 
with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.’” 
7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is 
the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son 
of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, 8“I saw in the night, and 
behold, a man riding on a red horse! He was standing 
among the myrtle trees in the glen, and behind him were 
red, sorrel, and white horses. 9Then I said, ‘What are these, 
my lord?’ The angel who talked with me said to me, ‘I will 
show you what they are.’ 10So the man who was standing 
among the myrtle trees answered, ‘These are they whom 
the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.’ 11And they answered 
the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle 
trees, and said, ‘We have patrolled the earth, and behold, 
all the earth remains at rest.’ 12Then the angel of the LORD 



said, ‘O LORD of hosts, how long will you have no mercy on 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you have 
been angry these seventy years?’ 13And the LORD answered 
gracious and comforting words to the angel who talked 
with me. 14So the angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry 
out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am exceedingly jealous 
for Jerusalem and for Zion. 15And I am exceedingly angry 
with the nations that are at ease; for while I was angry but 
a little, they furthered the disaster. 16Therefore, thus says 
the LORD, I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my 
house shall be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the 
measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17Cry 
out again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again 
overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort 
Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth,  
     as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
     as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
     and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



The Apostles’ Creed 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary; 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from there he shall come  
  to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit; 
 the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; 
 and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading: Mark 1:40-2:12 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

40And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, 
“If you will, you can make me clean.” 41Moved with pity, he 
stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be 
clean.” 42And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made 
clean. 43And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 
44and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what 
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45But he went out and 
began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus 
could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate 
places, and people were coming to him from every quarter. 
 
2:1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was 
reported that he was at home. 2And many were gathered 
together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. 
And he was preaching the word to them. 3And they came, bringing 
to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4And when they could not 
get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above 
him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed 
on which the paralytic lay. 5And when Jesus saw their faith, he said 
to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6Now some of the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7“Why does 
this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 8And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why 
do you question these things in your hearts? 9Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take 
up your bed and walk’? 10But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic— 11“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 
12And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out 
before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
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 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
GREETERS USHERS GREETERS USHERS NURSERY 

May 16 The K. Browns K. Brown;  
T. Johnston 

The Johnssons J. Johnsson; 
B. Rigg 

Jill 
 

Naomi 

May 23 Barb VM D. Forbeck; 
R. Lang 

The Riggs B. Rigg;  
D. Lott 

Tracy Betsy 

May 30 The Johnstons T. Johnston; 
J. Johnsson  

R&R Brown D. Lott;  
K. Brown 

Laurel Zeddie 

 
Welcome to Living Hope Presbyterian Church! We’re a Reformed & 
Presbyterian congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 
Questions? Call the church office at (717) 334-7157 or contact Pastor 
Van Meerbeke (vanmeerbeke@livinghopegettysburg.org; (717) 253-
4575) or Pastor Siggins (siggins@livinghopegettysburg.org; (814) 
933-6321). 
 
Home Group Survey—We're excited to be starting up our home 
group ministry again this fall! If you are interested in being part of a 
home group, please take the survey in the Living Hope Weekly 
newsletter to let us know your availability, to help us with planning. 
 
Men’s Breakfast—Saturday, June 12, at 9:00. Breakfast, study, and 
prayer. 
 
Women's Bible Study meets the 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 10:30 am at 
the church.  We are studying When You Pray by Philip Ryken. Please 
come as you are able.  
 
We are committed to serving you in any way we can during these 
difficult times. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us for pastoral 
care or diaconal assistance! 
 
If you wish to give your tithe and offering online, instead of in-
person, you can find the link in the Living Hope Weekly email.  
 

 



Welcome to Living Hope Presbyterian Church! We’re a member 
congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) organized in 
1983. Our purpose is to glorify God in divine worship, gospel witness, 
and mutual edification. The OPC is a member of NAPARC, the North 
American Presbyterian and Reformed Council, whose member 
denominations agree on many matters related to the Bible, creeds, and 
church polity. 
 
We regularly confess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene 
Creed. Our faith is best described in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, the Westminster Larger Catechism, and the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism.  
 
Officers of Living Hope Presbyterian Church 

Session: (Board of Active Elders) 
Rev. John Van Meerbeke, Pastor & Moderator (717) 549-2462 (w) 
Rev. John Mallin (717) 816-2793 (c) 
Rev. Kyle Brown, Assoc. Pastor & Chaplain (717) 479-1264 (c) 
Rev. Joshua McKamy, Assoc. Pastor (301) 529-5867 
Rev. Zachary Siggins, Assoc. Pastor (717) 549-2463 (w) 
Mr. Theodore Hise, Ruling Elder (717) 337-2419 (h) 
Mr. Timothy Shatzer, Ruling Elder (717) 494-2077 (c) 
Mr. Johnny Johnsson, Ruling Elder, Clerk of Session (410) 833-5508 (h) 

Deacons: 
Mr. David Craine (703) 863-9501 (c) 
Mr. Thomas Johnston (717) 357-9192 (c) 

Treasurer: Rev. Kyle Brown (717) 479-1264 (c) 
Property Committee: Doug Forbeck, Chairman (717) 337-9383 
Administrative Assistant: Sandra Siggins (717) 334-7157 (w) 
 Email: office@livinghopegettysburg.org 
 
Schedule at Living Hope Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Service of Worship      9:00 am  
          11:00 am 
Women’s Bible Study       1st & 3rd Thu., 10:30 am 
Men’s Breakfast       Second Sat., 9-10 am 
Session         Second Thurs., 7 pm. 
 


