
       LECTURE OF THE BOOK OF                                        Pg. 94 
“DANIEL” 

 
Lecture #14           Daniel 11:1-45 
 

Daniel 11:1-35 
 
If ever you want to know or prove that God is sovereign over the future, all you need to do is to 
turn to Daniel 11.  Daniel 11 is one of the most remarkable prophetic chapters in all of the Bible.  
In the first thirty-five verses alone, there are at least 135 prophecies which have been literally 
fulfilled and may be proved by a study of the history of this time period.  This is the chapter that 
caused the heathen philosopher Porphyry (3rd century A.D.) to say the book of Daniel was a 
forgery.  He said there was no way these things could have been so accurately predicted before 
they happened. 
 
In this chapter God specifically lays out His plan for Israel under Persian power (11:1-2) and 
under the power of Greece (11:3-35), the first sixty-nine weeks of prophecy.  God also presents 
His plan for Israel during the Tribulation under the Antichrist (11:36-45), the 70th week of Daniel’s 
prophecy, and then in chapter 12 we learn of God’s plan for Israel during the Millennium (12:1-4). 
 
GOD IS SOVEREIGNLY WORKING OUT HIS PLAN AND HIS PROGRAM IN PRESENT AND 
FUTURE HISTORY, SPECIFICALLY AS IT RELATES TO ISRAEL, AND EVEN THOUGH 
NEGATIVE THINGS ARE PERMITTED TO HAPPEN, EVENTUALLY IT WILL END 
POSITIVELY FOR ISRAEL WHEN JESUS CHRIST COMES TO REIGN. 
 
Daniel’s prayer was focused on the nation Israel and the coming Messiah.  He wanted to know 
how God’s program would be wrapped up, so in Daniel 11-12, God shows him. 
 
Daniel 11 is the last, longest and most detailed prophecy in the book of Daniel and all of the 
Bible. 
 
We could break down chapters 11-12 this way: 
 
1) Daniel 11:1-35 - Prophecies which have   already   been fulfilled (Daniel–Antiochus) 
 A. Prophecies concerning Persia.  11:1-2 
 B. Prophecies concerning Greece.  11:3-4 
 C. Prophecies concerning Egypt and Syria.  11:5-20 
 D. Prophecies concerning Antiochus Epiphanes and Syria.  11:31-35 
 
2) Daniel 11:36 thru 12:1 - Prophecies which are   yet   to be fulfilled. 
 A. Prophecies concerning the Tribulation and Antichrist.  11:36 - 12:1 
 B. Prophecies concerning the Promised Kingdom.  12:2-3 
 
3) Daniel 12:4-14 - Final instructions to   Daniel  . 
 
In Daniel 11, there are four divisions of prophecy:   
 1) Prophecies concerning Persia–11:1-2 
 2) Prophecies concerning Greece–11:3-4 
 3) Prophecies concerning Egypt and Syria–11:5-35 (which includes Antiochus 
                  Epiphanes) 
 4) Prophecies concerning the Tribulation and the Antichrist–11:36-45 
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Daniel 11:1-2 – Prophecies concerning   Persia  .   

 
Verse 1 informs us that an angelic visitor was involved in encouraging and protecting Darius in 
his first year.  Darius did not realize the satanic hatred and hostility against Israel (i.e. Daniel 6), 
so this angel specifically kept him protected and encouraged.  The obvious purpose of this was  
a decree was issued favoring the Jews (Daniel 6:25-28).  In verse 2 “I will tell you the truth” which 
means truth about the future.  Daniel would not be here to see it, but it is all truthful. 

 
The angel revealed to Daniel that under Persian rule, four more kings would come and the fourth 
would be the one who would lead to Persia’s downfall.  When one checks historical records it is 
discovered that this is precisely what did happen.  After Cyrus, came: 1) Cambyses (530-522 
B.C.)–son of Cyrus the Great; 2) Pseudo-Smerdis (522-521 B.C.); 3) Darius I Hystapes (called 
Darius the Great) (521-486 B.C.–Ezra 5-6); 4) Xerxes (486-465 B.C.). 

 
It was predicted that the fourth king would be rich and would attack Greece.  He would be the 
epitome of Persian power.  That is precisely what Xerxes was and did.  He was very rich.  In fact, 
this is the Xerxes about whom so much is revealed in the book of Esther.  He is called in the 
book, Ahasuerus.  He gathered an army of more than 2.5 million men and invaded Greece and 
was defeated.  His wars against Greece brought him down and the Persian Empire down.  
Xerxes was assassinated in August 465. 

 
 
Daniel 11:3-4 – Prophecies concerning   Greece  .   
 
The prophecy now focuses on Alexander the Great the “mighty King.”  Alexander retaliated 
against Persia and between the years of 334 B.C. and 330 B.C. he conquered the world from 
Greece all the way to India.  His goal was not just to conquer the world but to also unite an 
empire. 

 
He was a mighty king and God used him to do three things which prepared the world for  
His coming Son: 1) Communication–Greek language; 2) Construction–roads and routes;   
3) Culture–Greek culture, which featured some freedoms in thought.  But just as soon as he 
arose, he died (Daniel 8:8).  From complications of malaria and alcoholism, Alexander died  
at age thirty-two in 323 B.C.  Since he had no heirs (he did father two children who were both 
murdered), his kingdom was divided among four generals–1) Seleucus was put in charge  
of Syria and Mesopotamia; 2) Ptolemy was put in charge of Egypt; 3) Lysimacus was put  
in charge over Thrace; and 4) Cassander was put in charge over Macedonia and Greece.   
Keep in mind, Daniel is making these predictions around 539 B.C.–these are amazing 
predictions. 

 
Of these four divisions, verses 5-35 speak of only two of them and there was great warfare 
between them.  
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Daniel 11:5-35 – Prophecies concerning   Egypt   and   Syria  .  This section covers about a  
                              150 year period. 
 

General Seleucus and his lineage were the rulers of Syria in the North, and General Ptolemy and 
his lineage were the rulers over Egypt in the South.  These verses pick up on the hostilities 
between these two generals and their families.  It is obvious that the reason for this data is that 
Syria is in the North and Egypt is in the South and Israel is right in the middle between these two 
military powers.  In these verses there are five periods of time revealed: 
 
 
Time Period #1 - 323-246 B.C.  Daniel 11:5-6 
 
The king of the South (Ptolemy I) became strong as did one of his princes (Seleucus) of Syria.  
They had joined forces to fight Babylonians, but these “friends” soon became enemies.  In fact, 
Seleucus became so strong that he outstripped Ptolemy in power.   
 
Verse 6 is more amazing because it predicts exactly what happened nearly 250 years before it 
happened.  The king of the South (Ptolemy Philadelphus) gave his daughter (Bernice) in marriage 
to the king of the North (Antiochus Theos of Syria).  Notice the purpose–peace between nations 
(v. 6).  The king of the North divorced his first wife (Laodice) to marry Bernice and after Ptolemy 
died (king of the south), Antiochus took back his first wife (Laodice), who ended up murdering her 
husband, his Egyptian wife (Bernice) and their son. 
 
Time Period #2 - 246-240 B.C.  Daniel 11:7-9 
 
Ptolemy III, the brother of the murdered Bernice (one of her descendants v. 7), wanted to avenge 
his sister, so he invaded Syria to the north and overtook much of her territory.  He killed Laodice 
and returned to Egypt with tremendous wealth including, according to Jerome, 40,000 talents of 
silver and 2,500 images of gods (v. 8).  Seleucus II of Syria then attempted a revenge attack on 
Egypt but was forced to return to his own land without success (v. 8).  He was killed when he fell 
off his horse.  Again, the specifics of the prophecies are amazing. 
 
Time Period #3 - 223-187 B.C.  Daniel 11:10-19 
 
Now it is revealed that Antiochus III will go to war with the king of Egypt.  In the beginning, 
Antiochus was successful in gaining control of Palestine (v. 10) from Egypt, but later he was 
defeated on the southern Palestinian border by Ptolemy (11:11-12).  He lost 70,000 soldiers  
in a battle on the border and Jerome says, having lost his entire army he fled into the desert.  
Antiochus later returned to wage war with Ptolemy of Egypt and, having been aided by the Jews 
(11:14), he was victorious (11:13).  But little did the Jews realize that the Syrian victory would 
soon mean Syria was dominating Israel (11:14-16). 
 
Antiochus gave his daughter Cleopatra to be the wife of Ptolemy in 192 B.C. (11:17).  Antiochus 
hoped that his daughter would deliver Egypt into his control, but Cleopatra remained loyal to her 
husband.  Antiochus wanted more so he conquered many islands of the Aegean until he was 
defeated by the Roman army.  He returned in disgrace to his own land and was killed while 
plundering the Temple of its treasures (11:18-19). 
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Time Period #4 - 187-176 B.C.  Daniel 11:20 
 
The son of Antiochus the Great was Seleucus IV, who not only inherited a kingdom, but also a 
great debt to Rome.  He was forced to pay 1,000 talents annually toward this debt and Seleucus 
sent tax collectors throughout the kingdom, including a man named Heliodurus who plundered 
the Temple in Jerusalem.  Seleucus’ reign was short and he died very mysteriously; many 
believed he was poisoned by the treasurer of his kingdom. 
 
Time Period #5 - 175-164 B.C.  Daniel 11:21-35 
 
Now details are given about a vile person named Antiochus Epiphanes.  Much information is 
given about him because: 1) He will desecrate the Temple; 2) He will persecute Israel; 3) He will 
prefigure the Antichrist.  Antiochus’ rise to power is described in 11:21-24.  He seized the throne 
when it was not rightfully his and having enjoyed some military success, he disposed of the 
Jewish high priest and established his own priesthood (11:22).  He formed alliances with Syria, 
Palestine, Edom, Ammon and Moab and he used bribery to gain support (11:24). 
 
His invasion and victory over Egypt are described in 11:25-28.  There was no real peace in the 
truce agreements for it was all based on lies.  On his way back to Syria, he took opportunity to 
plunder the Temple in Jerusalem (11:28). 
 
In verses 29-30, Antiochus’ invasion and defeat of Egypt are described.  This second invasion 
took place in 168 B.C., but it was not successful.  He was met by the Romans who ordered him 
not to fight against Egypt.  He had to turn around and head for home. 
 
His persecution of the Jews is described in 11:30-35.  On his way back to Syria, he stopped in 
Palestine and vented his frustrations on the Jews.  He stopped the daily sacrifices and he erected 
a statue of the Greek god Zeus in the Temple.  On December 14, 168 B.C., Antiochus built an 
altar to Zeus in the Temple of Jerusalem and offered a pig as a sacrifice.  This was the 
abomination that made the Temple desolate. 
 
The expression “time of the end” (v. 35) is a key transitional expression which goes from 
Antiochus to the Antichrist. 
 
 

Here is what you have–you have a world of political deceit, violence, greed, lust and war.  You 
have powerful people who crave wealth and power and who will walk over anyone to get it, 
specifically God’s people.  There were murders committed and even relatives killed.  One would 
think God could never be in any of this, but He was right in the middle of it.  God is the God of 
things past, present and future.  Notice this is all heading to an end (Daniel 11:35).  People may 
think they are getting away with their rebellion, but it will come to an end, literally and specifically, 
just as God predicts. 
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Daniel 11:36-45 
 
The Apostle John said: “Children … you have heard that antichrist is coming…” (I John 2:18).   
In the O.T., there are seven main passages that deal with the Antichrist and four of the seven are  
in Daniel: Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 14:3-11, 16-21; Habakkuk 3:13; Daniel 7:7-8, 11, 19-26; 8:23-25; 
9:26-27; 11:36-45. 
 

There is, in the Bible, a description of an individual who is predicted to rise to power as a satanic  
masterpiece, who will have many amazing characteristics: 

1) He will be very intelligent. 
2) He will have great speaking ability. 
3) He will be a crafty politician who is able to unite Europe, in fact the whole world. 
4) He will have strong physical appearance. 
5) He will be a military genius. 
6) He will appear to have a real caring interest in Israel. 
7) He will be very immoral. 
8) He will be a God-hater and God-mocker, but he will initially give the impression he believes  
       in God. 
9) He will do the miraculous and be empowered by Satan. 
 
We come here in Daniel to one of the most amazing biblical prophecies you will ever see in the 
entire Bible and it has to do with the Antichrist.  Up to this point, we have seen prophecies which 
have been very specifically fulfilled by Babylon, Persia, Greece and even, in part, by Rome.   
But now we come to a prophecy which has never, ever been precisely fulfilled.  But you may  
be certain there will come a specific fulfillment and that specific fulfillment will occur when God 
orders and permits the events of the Antichrist to occur.  It will be these final events that will lead 
to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
DANIEL IS GIVEN A SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARACTER AND WORK OF THE  
ANTICHRIST SO THAT GOD’S PEOPLE MAY KNOW AND BE ENCOURAGED THAT 
EVENTUALLY THIS DIABOLICAL LEADER WILL COME TO HIS END. 
 
The career and destiny of the Antichrist is completely set up by God.  There is a great gap of time 
between verse 35 and verse 36.  The events predicted in Daniel 11:1-35 have been fulfilled, but 
the events predicted beginning at verse 36 are yet to be fulfilled.  When these events occur, a 
key world figure will take center stage.  This world figure is the Antichrist. 
 
 
Daniel 11:36 – The Antichrist will do as he pleases all over the   world  .   

1)  He will do as he pleases concerning himself.  11:36a–no restraints, total dictator 
2)  He will do as he pleases concerning God.  11:36b–he will be a blasphemer of the true God 
3)  He will do as he pleases in prosperity.  11:36c–he will flourish in every way with great wealth 
 
The reason the Antichrist is permitted to do all of this is so that God’s timing of indignation may be 
filled.  God has decreed that a certain amount of horrific things will happen to His people in view 
of His anger for her sins (i.e. Ezekiel 39:21-29).  He has specifically decreed this until such time 
as His indignation is finished. 
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Daniel 11:37 – The Antichrist will show no regard for anyone but   himself  .   
 
1) He has no respect for   religious   heritage.  11:37a 

       Some have said “gods of his fathers” proves the Antichrist is Jewish.  However, the word  
       gods is not LORD God of fathers, which is so frequently used pertaining to the God of Israel.  
       The phrase “gods of fathers” refer to various gods fathers believed in.  It seems to me that  
       he will have been raised in some religious home, which probably taught him to respect all  
       religions.  But no religious upbringing will influence him.  In other words, the Antichrist will 
       dismiss all religion but that of himself.  The Apostle Paul predicted that the Antichrist would  
       oppose every so-called god or object of worship (II Thessalonians 2:4). 
 
2) He has no respect for desire of   women  .  11:37b 

       There are three possibilities as to what this means and all three may be true: 

       A) This may mean he has no regard for Jewish women at all, even if they are pregnant.   
              Matthew 24:19–He will kill Jewish women even if they are pregnant.  The Lacey  
              Petersen law will mean nothing to him.  He is his own law. 
       B) It also may mean that he will not listen to or be drawn to any woman.  He may have 
              homosexual tendencies and actually be a homosexual. 
       C) It also may mean that the desire of Jewish women for the coming Messiah will mean 
              absolutely nothing to him. 
 
3) He will magnify   himself  .  11:37c 

       This man will deify himself as God and demand he be worshipped as God.  This is clearly 
       predicted by Paul that he will sit in the Temple of God and display himself as God  
       (II Thessalonians 2:4). 
 
 
Daniel 11:38 – The Antichrist will honor and worship   war   and all it gets him.   
 

Dr. Renald Showers said whatever a man devotes himself to, including his abilities, his efforts,  
his time and his resources–that is his “god” (p. 165).  For the Antichrist, his god is war.  He will 
use his own wealth to promote war.  The writer of Hebrews says that believers are to “pursue 
peace with all men” (Hebrews 12:14); the Antichrist will pursue war with all men. 
 

 

Daniel 11:39 – The Antichrist will go to war against the   strongest   of military powers.   
 

1) He will give great honor to those powers who follow him and put them in charge of places 
       he conquers. 
2) He will redivide the world.  He will parcel out land.  Those who unite with him in his one 
       world government will temporarily share the wealth. 
3) He is empowered by a foreign god who is none other than Satan. 
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Daniel 11:40 – The Antichrist will be attacked from a king from the   South   and a king from  
                            the   North  .   
 

Notice how verse 40 begins, this all happens as things begin to move toward the end time.  Now 
the coordinates of North and South are given in regard to the Promised Land.  In the context, the 
king of the South would be Egypt (11:8, 42) and the North would be Syria.  Although some 
believe the king of the North is Russia, we think contextually this is Syria.   
 

Russia will play a role at the end (Ezekiel 38-39), but she comes from the “far north.”  At the 
beginning of the Tribulation the Antichrist will enter into a peace agreement with Israel (Daniel 
9:27).  He will permit the rebuilding of the Temple and also the reestablishing of Jewish worship.  
Now notice carefully the prepositional phrase “at the end time.”  This is a reference to the time  
of Jacob’s trouble that will lead to the end.  There apparently is going to be a Syrian and Egyptian 
attack against Israel.  When the Antichrist learns that Israel is under attack, he will leave his 
European headquarters and pass through many countries on his way to the Beautiful Land.  He 
controls ten kings (Revelation 17:12-13) and they will initially target several Arab and Islamic 
countries (Revelation 17:15-18).  It will be this military threat that will bring the Antichrist to 
Jerusalem, which eventually starts all final matters, which culminates in the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Daniel 11:41 – The Antichrist will enter the Promised Land of   Israel  .   
 

When the Antichrist learns that Israel has been attacked, he will rush to her aid.  He appears to 
support Israel and on his way, as he moves from north to south, he will take over many countries.  
God will use the Antichrist to crush Arab powers who have so humiliated and dominated Israel 
(Isaiah 10:24-25; 14:24-27).  God has put this military action in their hearts (Revelation 17:17).   
In the wake of his journey from Europe to the Middle East, many countries will fall, including  
many Arab nations.  But God is clear to point out that some will also be rescued out of his hand.  
In other words, there will be some countries that can serve to house the Jews once the Antichrist 
turns against them. 
 
 

Daniel 11:42 – The Antichrist will go to war against   other   countries.   
 

It appears that as he first comes down through Israel, he is focused on going to Egypt and North 
Africa.  He apparently moves from Syria to Egypt and does not conquer those powers east of the 
Jordan.  He will move against more than just Israel; he will drop down into Egypt and on into 
Northern Africa. 
 
Daniel 11:43 – The Antichrist will gain control over the   treasures   of many Arab nations.   
 
He will strike Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia.  Apparently, he will totally conquer Egypt (Isaiah 31:1-3), 
but not Libya and Ethiopia because they will, in fact, chase him.  The phrase “follow at heels” may 
mean they submit to the Antichrist or they chase the Antichrist.  What ultimately enables them to 
chase him is that he turns around and it is the next fact that causes him to turn around. 
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Daniel 11:44 – The Antichrist will learn of   rumors   of major powers moving against him.   
 
The Antichrist will learn some very disturbing news–there are powers coming to get him.  Powers 
from the east, probably a massive 200 million man army coming from the direction of China 
(Revelation 9:13-16) and he will also hear of movement from the north.  Probably rumors that 
Russia (Ezekiel 38-39) is coming after him will cause him to turn around and start pouring out 
wrath on any power.  It is interesting that God will stop Russia Himself.  Russia will move into 
Israel, but God Himself will strike her down (Ezekiel 38:18 – 39:8).  But with world powers 
heading to Jerusalem, the stage is set for the Battle of Armageddon. 
 
 
Daniel 11:45 – The Antichrist will pitch his tents in   Israel’s   Promised Land and will come to  
                            his end.   
 
By the time the Antichrist gets to Jerusalem, God has already dropped Russia, so the Antichrist 
will be able to say that he has divine power.  He will make Jerusalem his headquarters.  
“Between the Seas” refers to the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.  The Holy Mountain 
refers to Jerusalem and the mount on which the Temple stands.  The Antichrist will set himself in 
Jerusalem and demand that he be worshipped.  He will put a statue of himself in the Holy of 
Holies and demand that people worship him (Revelation 13:15). 
 
But it is here where the Antichrist will come to his end (Ezekiel 38:22-23).  You see, he has made 
his headquarters the very area from which Jesus Christ will reign.  And Jesus Christ will come 
back Personally and cast him into hell (Revelation 19:20).  In the end, no matter how rich or 
powerful one may be, they lose because they must face Jesus Christ. 
 
 
We are not looking for the Antichrist; we are looking and longing for the Christ.  Are you right with 
Him today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STUDY QUESTIONS – LECTURE #14 

(Daniel 11:1-45) 

 

 

 

1.  What fourth king led to Persia’s downfall? 

 

 Xerxes 

 

 

 

2.  Daniel 11:1-35 presents prophecies which have   already   been fulfilled. 

 

     Daniel 11:36-12:3 presents prophecies which are   yet   to be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

3.  What are three ways God used Alexander the Great to prepare the world for His Son? 

              

 Communication - Greek language;  Construction - roads;  Culture -freedom of thought 

 

 

 

4.  Why would God permit the Antichrist to even exist? 

 

 To use him to fill up His indignation against His people who have angered Him. 
 


