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THE HISTORIC EVIDENCE FOR PILATE 
The Bible - Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Paul (5 witnesses) 
Philo of Alexandria writes of Pilate (25 BC to AD 50) 
Josephus writes of Pilate in his book Antiquities (AD 37 to AD100) 
Tacitus writes of Pilate (AD 56 to AD 120) 
Eusebius of Caesarea author of Ecclesiastical History (AD 263 to AD 
339 AD) 
The Apostle’s Creed (c. AD 140), the Amended Nicene Creed (AD 381) 
The Pilate Stone

THE PILATE STONE 
This limestone dedication stone was found in 1961 at Caesarea, Israel 
“To the Divine Augusti [this] Tiberieum 
. . . Pontius Pilate 
. . . prefect of Judea 
… has dedicated [this] 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED - C. 140 A.D. 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And 
in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried. 
He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; 
The Holy catholic (i.e universal) Church, the Communion of Saints; The 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting. Amen.

THE SANHEDRIN DELIVERED JESUS TO PILATE 
Matthew 27:2, 
And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to 
Pontius 
Pilate the governor. 
Mark 15:1, 



And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation 
with the 
elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried 
him away, 
and delivered him to Pilate. 
Luke 23:1, 
And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 

QUESTION #1 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES 
WHAT WAS JESUS’S CRIME? 
John 18:29, 
Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye 
against this 
man? 
John 18:31, 
Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to 
your law. The 
Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death: 

QUESTION #2 - PILATE ASKS JESUS IF HE IS THE KING OF 
THE JEWS? 
Matthew 27:11, 
And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, 
saying, Art thou the King of the 
Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 
Mark 15:2, 
And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. 
Mark 15:3, 
And the chief priests accused him of many things: 
but he answered nothing. 
Luke 23:3, 
And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answered him and said, Thou 
sayest it. 

QUESTION #3 - PILATE ASKS JESUS IF HE UNDERSTOOD THE 
CHARGES? 
Matthew 27:13, 
Then said Pilate unto him, 
Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? 
Matthew 27:14, 
And he answered him to never a word; 
insomuch that the governor marveled greatly. 



THE QUESTION #4 - PILATE ASKS JESUS WHY HE DOES NOT 
ANSWER THEIR CHARGES? 
Mark 15:4, 
And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how 
many 
things they witness against thee. 
Mark 15:5, 
But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 

QUESTION #5 - PILATE ASKS JESUS A SECOND TIME IF HE AS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS 
John 18:33, 
Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, 
and said unto 
him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
John 18:34, 
Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, 
or did others tell it thee of me? 

QUESTION #6 - PILATE ASKS JESUS IF HE THOUGHT HE WAS A 
JEW? 
John 18:35, 
Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? 
Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: 

QUESTION #7 - PILATE ASKS JESUS WHAT HE HAD DONE? 
John 18:35, 
. . . what hast thou done? 

QUESTION #8 - PILATE AKS JESUS FOR THE THIRD TIME IF HE 
WAS THE KING OF THE JEWS? 
John 18:37, 
Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. 
To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that 
I should bear 
witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

QUESTION #9 - PILATE ASKS JESUS, “WHAT IS TRUTH?” 
John 18:38, 
Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he 
went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, 
I find in him no fault at all. 



Luke 23:4, 
Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, 
I find no fault in this man. 
Luke 23:5, 
And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout 
all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 

QUESTION #10 - PILATE ASKS IF JESUS WAS A RESIDENT OF 
GALILEE? 
Luke 23:6, 
When Pilate heard of Galilee, 
he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 
Luke 23:7, 
As soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 
him to 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 
Luke 23:11, 
And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and 
arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

QUESTION #11 - PILATE ASKED THE JEWS WHOM HE SHOULD 
RELEASE? 
Matthew 27:17, 
Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, 
or Jesus 
which is called Christ? 
Matthew 27:18, 
For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

QUESTION #12 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWS THE SECOND TIME 
WHOM HE SHOULD RELEASE? 
Matthew 27:21, 
The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye 
that I release unto you? They said 
Barabbas. 
Mark 15:9, 
But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the 
King of the Jews? 
Luke 23:20, 
Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. 
Luke 23:21, 
But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 
Luke 23:24, 
And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 



QUESTION #13 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWS WHAT THEY WANTED 
HIM TO DO WITH JESUS? 
Matthew 27:22, 
Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is 
called Christ? They 
all say unto him, Let him be crucified. 
Mark 15:12, 
And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I 
shall do 
unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews? 

QUESTION #14 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWS A SECOND TIME WHAT 
CRIME DID JESUS COMMIT? 
Matthew 27:23, 
And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? 
But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 
Mark 15:14, 
Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? 
And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. 

QUESTION #15 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWS A THIRD TIME WHAT 
CRIME DID JESUS COMMIT? 
Luke 23:22, 
And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I 
have found 
no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him 
go. 
Matthew 27:24, 
When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a 
tumult was made, 
he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
innocent of 
the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 

QUESTION #16 - PILATE ASKED JESUS WHERE HE WAS FROM? 
(HEAVEN?) 
John 19:7, 
The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, 
because he 
made himself the Son of God. 
John 19:8-9, 
When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 
And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence 
art thou? But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 



QUESTION #17 - PILATE ASKS JESUS WHY HE DOES NOT SPEAK 
TO HIM? 
John 19:10, 
Then saith Pilate unto him, 
Speakest thou not unto me? 

QUESTION #18 - PILATE ASKED JESUS IF HE KNEW HE HAD TO 
POWER TO CRUCIFY OR RELEASE HIM? 
John 19:10 
. . . knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have 
power to release 
thee? 
John 19:12-13, 
And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried 
out, saying, 
If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever 
maketh himself a 
king speaketh against Caesar. 
When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and 
sat down in 
the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the 
Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. 

QUESTION #19 - PILATE ASKS THE JEWS IF HE SHOULD 
CRUCIFY THEIR KING? 
John 19:15, 
But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate 
saith unto them, Shall I 
crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but 
Caesar. 
John 19:19, 
And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing 
was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
John 19:21-22, 
Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, 
Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the 
Jews. 
Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 

THE CRUCIFIXION - APRIL 7, 30 A.D. 
Jesus is crucified at 9:00 a.m. on the Jewish Passover and dies six 
hours later at 
3:00 p.m. 



Acts 4:27, 
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, 
both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 
John 19:11, 
Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except 
it were 
given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath 
the greater 
sin. 

THE JEWS ASK PILATE THAT THE LEGS OF THE 
CRIMINALS BE BROKEN 
John 19:31, 
The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies 
should not 
remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an 
high day,) 
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might 
be taken away. 

JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA ASKS PILATE FOR PERMISSION TO TAKE 
JESUS’ BODY TO BURY IT 
John 19:3, 
And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear 
of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of 
Jesus: and Pilate 
gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 

QUESTION #20 - PILATE ASKS THE ROMAN CENTURION HOW 
LONG JESUS HAD BEEN DEAD? 
Mark 15:44, 
And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: 
and calling unto him the centurion, 
he asked him whether he had been any while dead. 
Mark 15:45, 
And when he knew it of the centurion, 
he gave the body to Joseph. 

THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES ASK PILATE FOR PERMISSION TO SET 
GUARDS TO WATCH THE TOMB 
Matthew 27:62-64, 
Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief 
priests and 



Pharisees came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver 
said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 
Command therefore 
that the sepulcher be made sure until the third day, lest his 
disciples come by night, 
and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the 
dead: so the last 
error shall be worse than the first.

THE LAST RECORDED WORDS OF PILATE RELATE TO SETTING A 
WATCH AND SEALING THE TOMB OF JESUS 
Matthew 27:65, 
Pilate said unto them, 
Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 
Matthew 27:66, 
So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, 
sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

QUESTION FOR PILATE: 
WHAT WERE YOUR THOUGHTS WHEN YOU HEARD THAT 
CHRIST WAS ALIVE? 
I HAVE TWENTY QUESTIONS FOR YOU PILATE!

20 QUESTIONS FOR PILATE 
AND FOR EACH OF US

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the 
sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view 
of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the 
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ, and may 
be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the 
Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
comes from 
God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in 
order that I 
may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
Dear God, 
I believe that I am a sinner and that Jesus died for the payment of my 



sins. 
I believe in my heart that Jesus rose from the grave the third day. 
I now call upon you to forgive me of my sins and to come into my heart 
to 
be my Savior. 
I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
INVITATION TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD


