
Church Online? (Part 3 / Reason 3):
People cannot "be" the church, "do" church, or "go to" church online. Why? Reason 3: 

Because this is where, in one united voice, God's people glorify the wondrous deeds of their God 
together as they are gathered together by the sovereign hand of God. 

If we believe and accept the truth of God regarding the natural condition of every human 
being where we are spiritually lifeless inside before salvation and out of that lifelessness we not 
only cannot obey God, but we don't even want to, because of the condition of our heart. And if we 
believe and accept the truth of God regarding the perfect sovereign saving work and purpose of 
God in the hearts of those He has redeemed in Christ, then the only way to explain how God's 
invisible church exists together physically as an assembly is due to the sovereign action of God 
Himself gathering them in. There's no other cause of how believers actually come together in the 
world. And there's no other reason of why they want to gather, but that God sets a desire in their 
new hearts to be a part of a body of believers who worship their Lord and Savior faithfully. 

So here's what is true. The Holy Spirit through the gospel is the one who brings sinners to 
life in Christ as they physically live. Then He is at work within them from the moment they are 
born again. And as He works He produces this desire to be part of the gathering of called out ones. 
But even though this is true those that are truly in Christ know full well as they live in this fallen 
world that they battle with themselves. As Paul says, we do what we don't want to do. Paul also, in 
Galatians 5:16-17 says something very interesting when thought about in the context of what the 
body of Christ is and how believers come to be gathered together. He says, "16 But I say, walk by 
the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are 
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each 
other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do." So the Spirit is opposed to the flesh, the 
works of the flesh, and keeps those whom He resides in from doing the things they want to do. 
One of the things that we don't want to do by nature is, we don't want to gather together to worship 
God. In our sinfulness we do not want to bow down to Him and love each other in fellowship. 
This goes against who we were by nature before salvation, and so it is still a fundamental war as 
redeemed individuals. So the core answer to how believers come to actually gather together in this 
world as the church is only by the sovereign hand of God working within them otherwise we don't 
do it. 

This is one aspect of what church truly is that should invigorate us to glorify God in one 
united voice as we meet together physically. And the work of God compels us to do this. We have 
a desire to gather together, because deep down as believers with a new nature, it's something we 
want to do, because of our new heart and God's work within us. So for someone to back away 
from that fellowship that is to be amongst the church whether it is because of depression, laziness, 
lack of motivation, busyness, unrepentant sin, a misunderstanding of what the church is supposed 
to be, or any other of the many reasons. And if the backing away from assembling together is 
happening then in those whom the seed of God resides in, there will be a war within. It will be a 
battle. Though they may give in a times, which may continue for a season, they won't be ok with 
being away from the assembly. There will be an uneasiness that will nag them. I pray that there is a 
lot of nagging going on now and in the near future at least. That God would convict people, so that 
they recognize how important physically gathering as a congregation is. How important it is to find 
a biblical church that teaches sound doctrine, the true gospel, and to be involved in it, faithfully, in 
however God has gifted them.



I'll leave you with this beautiful Psalm in light of what has been said in this part 3 with 
reason 3 of why "being" the church, "doing" church, or "going to" church online doesn't exist. The 
reason being that in the assembly, as God sovereignly gathers His children together, God's people 
glorify the wondrous deeds of their God. Listen for these elements in Psalm 111, especially at the 
beginning, "1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company 
of the upright, in the congregation. 2 Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in 
them. 3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 4 He has 
caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and merciful. 5 He provides 
food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 6 He has shown his people the 
power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 7 The works of his hands are 
faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 8 they are established forever and ever, to be 
performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 9 He sent redemption to his people; he has 
commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! 10 The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures 
forever!" 

Until next time these are thoughts for you to reflect on that I pray drive you to God and His 
Word for more study, reflection, and action as we expound the Word of Christ for the glory of 
Christ under the Lordship of Christ while exposing the contrary, so that the body of Christ is 
equipped for life in this fallen world.


