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Zechariah 17 - Replacing
God With Nothingness

Zechariah - 10:2
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Verse Seemingly Out of Place

O God had announced future blessings on His people
0 They are the jewels in His crown
0 He will protect them in that Day (at His coming)
O God will declare Israel’s future calling
™

Two Kingdoms united as one nation of strength

0 God speaks a present warning to Judah of failure

Emptiness Apart From God

O Teraphim speak emptiness {Nonsense) o w40

O Diviners - False Prophets
A

Choose false dreams, rejecting God's covenants

O Tell the people empry dreams
M Give false direction 1o people seeking guidance

0 Therefore, people lack direction = Have no shepherd
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Understand the Imagery

O Nonsense (JIX) {Panting) - Pervasive cultural religious-
ethical rejection of God; i.e., Anti-God * Emptiness

0

Teraphim = Family idols used for protection, guidance
0 Idols do nor speak; the worshiper gains guidance by
putting his meaning on them {Religiosity) @ s

0 Thus, at the family level Jewish culture remained captive

to living apart from God despite it's exile and return
2910

Divination - Anti-Guidance ...

O Obrtaining guidance apart from God through special
knowledge & rituals (0Q) {Balaam] (Various methods)
0 They see lies (), spoke from their spirits, not God's
0 They speak empry (X1¥) dreams [Devoid of God}
0 They give empry (730) consolation (0N)) [Deep sigh
signifying resignation, repentance, or despair)

0O Gave people Anti-God guidance

Narrow or Wide Path ......

God Law of Excluded Middle Anti-God

0 Guidance by His Word 0 Guidance by Teraphim
and His Tabernacle and other idolatries

O Guidance by prophets of O Guidance by diviners and
God who warned of sin false prophets

O Guidance issubmission to O Believers follow anti-God
God only {No other god) {Lucifer} into empriness
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Twin Pillars of Anti-Godism

Methoed to be as gods Result of being as goils

Existentialism ll“'llSIs' enn"[n

nthilism

7 What is a simple definition of
©  existentialism?

A FEauntaian § 2 Novement wnch pOSLE D NOWALE CuIN Te
Peatrg 4 esaesce of Per hey

Anti-Godism’s Rewards

Existentialism Nihilism
O Lucifer offered {Lied) O Result of anti-Godism was
Woman opportunity to — fear, guilt, empriness AEB
define her existence o 150 their actions w170
O Man continually defines O Man continually reaps to
himself apart from God - himself the results of anti-
Philosophies & Religions Godism - Guilt, fear, &
Ao chow CMPLINCSS @ 11802 e 414
Shalos of Clesy Meosleory O by Dharkress of Sy

Father of Modern Nihilism

O Nietzsche defined, not invent, nihilism {(Emptiness}
Nihilism comes from the Latin nihil [nothing), that
which does not exist {(Vanity in English Bibles usu.}
Greek Skeptics (4™3 centuries BC onward) questioned
rraditional meths {existentialism led ro nihilism]
“Popularized...in Ivan Turgenev's novel Fathers and Sons
(1862)... nihilism’...describe(d)...crude scientism...a
creed of toral negation” [Critical Theory - Today’s term}

urpy /v ipumm oda/ nbilin)
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Bible Consistently Warns of Nihilism

O Manner of creation showed empriness changed by the
direct intervention of God, Christ & Spirit we 19
0 Darkness, empty and emptiness - Chaos {Satan's sin)
God begot the Light (Son) against the darkness g 105010
Son established order then created life in its own order
Son as the only Light offers Life rto Man

= ik Mo Sho_

Sin rejects Light & Life - Loves Emptiness of Darkness
G L0320

Evorhersn pooms Me out of Jisorder $ohaon) « Very opguonite of CGand's Teahing

Job: Discussed Nihilism - Life

0O Job - First book written discusses nihilism from four
views including Job’s Religiousity {Hints of truth)
0 Emptiness begets emptiness (N1¢) {Eliphaz) o550

0 God does not answer the empey (X19) cry of those who
live apart from God who seck empty relief (Elihu} o a1

O Nihilism rejects empiricism; God displays Himself via

empiricism, only reality physical man can measure
UoRE S MY PR SR P
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Solomon Despaired in Nihilism

0 Solomon received worldly wisdom 1o rule Israel; he
wasted his life seeking rruch apart from God ow s
0 Solomoen despaired: nothing was original & 1am
0 Worldly wisdom is nihilism - Empty of God s 124

0 Solomon sought truth apart from God by experiences
only to despair: death equalizes all worldly works a.

N Solomon wasted his life to understand God's rruth at
his end - fear God Who will judge all men e 20

ENpression o the eeadastoon tht one’s Bie i eragey: devord of Gasd or warnmg ageiret Gl
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Nihilism Brings Violence

O Sin, life apart from God, can only reproduce its own
self: dark, empty, emptiness that hates Light oo
0 Regardless of the methodology {Idolatry, Religiosity,
Philosophy & Pseudosciences} man defining his
existence produces anly violence, lies, & death w10

O Man rejecting God is anti-God: ultimarely worship of
Lucifer, walking in his sin [Rejection of God as God)

(R T8 0 )

Why is God Angry!

O God taught His people truth by His Word & miracles
0 His people persisted in rejecting Him for death i a5
0 His people resisted His correction by prophets, whom
they killed, and exile o220

M False Jews consumed by the sinners they join with
Ge 4 S A R LML Re 1T 15

0 True Jews, He loves, are chastened by Him to turn them
from the darkness of nihilism back to life in Him os 250

God’s People Have No Shepherd

0O False Jews chose to find guidance apart from God via:
M Teraphim - Family teaches children to reject God

O Diviners = People advancing themselves at the expense
of those who reject or are ignorant of God's Word

O As Old Testament closes False Jews thought it evil to
serve God but God wrote True Jews in His Book of

Remembrance {Life} for kingdom resurrection
Ol LSS Re 200109
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Jews Chose Nihilism Over Life

O Those who should have been Judah's trug shepherds
defined their own existence #darkness of nihilism
O People willing to follow anyone for fleshly gains p.eiin
0 Leaders killed their propher, John, the Baprist os s
0 Christ came to be the Shepherd bur killed by False Jews
wanting Darkness [Nihilism} over Light . 10019

M Led to Diaspora that continues today {A.D. 70 & 133}

We Killed God - Basis of Morality

0 Nietzsche's famous line was written to atheists who did
not know God was dead < Had not reordered sociery
O Nietzsche despised religion, empty Christendom

0 Bible provided Western man with basis for morality

O Rational man sought to redefine morality empirically

0 He saw this as a long difficult process [Spirit controlled}

0 He lapsed into his darkness as has Western culture

The very moxdabey for Rrvosing of Gosl emginicism Dobl sed by setbnad sam 00 eeject God (Rs 11820

German Textual Criticism

O During latter part of 19 into 20 centuries German

textual criticism tried ro destroy veracity of the Bible

0 Christendom religions rejected the Gaspel for nihilistic
philosophies and pseudosciences; evangelicals followed

M Postmodernism grew out of Existentialism and Nihilism
rejecting biblical morality: basis for Western culwure

0 Culwural confusion, emptiness and violence ensued; 20™
century most violent in history, 21" following same path

Relagronss lilerabom wie ofgunad by lesrned Fundomens sbom: dunng Depeessasn dhe term fundamenzaham
became coopeed by popelise fundimental evangelical movwment foundad on legadsm rather than wholarshag
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Christendom’s False Teachers

O The 19" and 20" centuries in America witnessed a
proliferation of false reachers thar extended globally in
the 21* CONTUTY (2P 2 Jade 1145
7 Their nihilistic reaching AEB confusion, emptiness and
the excesses they acquire for themselves
0 They do in the daylight that which used to be hidden by

darkness following the licentious culture and reducing
themselves to animalistic hedonism [Evolution}

Are Christians Any Better!

O Do we not also follow false divinations and household
wraditions just as the ancient Jews!
0 God spoke to my heart? [What does that even mean?)
 God open a door or shut a door {Can not Satan?)
O God punished (fillin the blank) for sin {Can we know!)

O This shallow religiosity borders on blasphemy since we
do not have direct knowledge of spiritual forces at work

Times Never Be A Changing

O Times are not worse today than any other time of man
0 This is man’s sinful condition since Original Sin
0 Bible clearly shows there is only Life or Nihilism

O Western culture had brief respite from nihilistic

annihilation: Reformation {Co-opted by nation-states}
We are sved @ seile of owe sinfulnes Joe 1o His Bt ulones ond 1hs Rehooousacs (o515 19

0 Christian who sins finds nihilism, AEB guilt, rejecting
fruits of the Spirit: peace, love, joy, patience, €tc. w. smm




