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“Christ’s Resurrection and Intercession“ 
Isaiah 53:10-12 

Pastor/Elder Phil Layton, GCBC, May 19, 2019 
 

Please join me in my favorite book of the Bible and my favorite chapter, Isa 53. The 2nd most famous 
chapter is chap 6 where Isaiah sees the Lord seated on His throne, and there’s seraphim covering 
their faces and crying to one another ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord!’ And Isaiah sees how unholy he is 
as a man of unclean lips seeing the purity and glory of heaven’s King, he cries out ‘Woe is me!’ But 
then from the burning blazing holy altar of God came ‘this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, and your sin atoned…’ 
 
But how? That symbolic vision in ch 6 now gets specific visuals in ch 53 to show how guilt is taken 
away and sin atoned for, which no angel or animal sacrifice can ultimately do. Isa 53 is how holy, 
holy, holy God saves people of unclean lips (and lives). Ch 6 pictures it, ch 53 prophesies it, what 
Jesus did on a cross 700 years before it (Dead Sea scrolls prove written B.C.). It was written 
centuries before crucifixion by piercing was even in existence. 
 
Isa 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he 
was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they made 
his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and 
there was no deceit in his mouth. [now the last stanza of this song, our last study of it today] 10 Yet it 
was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for 
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his 
hand.  
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous 
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the 
sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.  
 
This has been called ‘the fifth gospel,’ and it really has more theology in a few words than 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The NT records give the crucifixion facts, Isa 53 gives the feelings of 
Father and Son on the cross. It gives depth and details found nowhere else in the Bible, even the NT 
itself. And all this from an OT prophet who lived in the 8th century before Christ. 
 
It’s been called ‘the root of Christian thinking…phraseology in Christian speech and conversation… a 
text used by more gospel preachers and writers through history than any other …the most complete, 
most powerful, most important revelation of the Messiah…Jesus referred to it…apostles referred to it.  
The NT writers [quote]…Isaiah 53 in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, 1 Peter, and 1 John [and other books paraphrase 
or have allusions to this]. No OT Scripture so often and so convincingly is applied to Jesus Christ by 
the NT as this one. The NT writers refer to virtually every verse in [Isaiah’s] 53rd chapter. It contains 
the sum and substance of the gospel…’1 

 
It's called a 5th gospel, maybe better called the 1st epistle (before Romans) 

We’re at the peak of the Mount Everest of OT prophecies. v. 10-12 lift us above this earth with Christ 
in His resurrection, ascension, and intercession.  
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Just the last 3 verses alone have truths worthy of a full series of sermons but its structure is a song 
with stanzas of 3 verses to be sung together. So I keep it together. Thomas Manton gave 12 
consecutive sermons on Isa 53. Charles Spurgeon through the years did 10 different messages just 
on v. 10-12. One Puritan has 72 chapters of exposition on Isa 53! I’ll let him keep the record! This 
study is my 4th and final on this chapter, there’s more here than we can digest in 40-some minutes, 
but let’s taste and see some to whet our appetites 
 
Outline:  1. The Lord’s Sovereignty and Resurrection 

2. The Lord’s Righteousness and Justification 
3. The Lord’s Victory and Intercession 

 
Who killed Jesus? Jewish leaders? Herod? Pilate tried to wash his hands but he ultimately authorized 
Roman soldiers whose hands did the actual killing. It would also be right to say our sin, in a sense (as 
v. 5 says). But that’s not the full biblical answer. Jesus said no man took His life from Him, He laid it 
down of His own. Ultimately the killing of Christ was God’s work and will. 
 
That doesn’t erase man’s responsibility in sin but we see God’s sovereignty. In Acts 4, the Jerusalem 
church prayed ‘Sovereign Lord…in this city there were gathered together…Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place’ (v. 24, 27-28). In Acts 2:23 Peter says it was by God’s ‘determined 
purpose… lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death’ (NKJV). There’s the responsibility of the 
lawless hands of sinners, Jew and Gentile, but there’s the sovereignty of God’s hand and plan in it all. 
 

#1. The Lord’s Sovereignty:  
 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief…[end of v. 10]…the will of the 
LORD shall prosper… NIV: Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer… This 
crushing and causing suffering was the Lord’s doing, the Father to the Son? Human parents don’t 
want to cause our kids to suffering or crushing agony. 
NKJV: it pleased the LORD to bruise…[v. 10b] the good pleasure of the LORD… 
 
Bruise isn’t strong enough, this is crushing to death violently. The word “will” falls short of how this is 
often translated as God’s desire, delight, or often pleasure in the sense of His good plan. If you look 
at Isa 55, it’s used across the page in Isa 55:11: so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose…Same word, NAS ‘what I 
desire’; NKJV ‘what I please.’ Isa 58 translates it ‘delight’ (v. 2), and in Isa 62 Yawheh God says to 
future Israel ‘You shall not more be termed Forsaken…but you shall be called My Delight…’ (v. 4) 
 
Yahweh said in Isa 42: ‘Behold my servant…in whom I delight…’ But at the cross the servant said ‘My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ Jesus experienced the crushing judicial forsaking of His 
Father. In fact that’s the only time He doesn’t call Him Father, He calls Him my God and asks why?  
As fully man, Jesus fully meant what He fully felt, as crushed by His God. As a man He died. His 
divinity didn’t die. But when He became a curse for us and sin for us, there couldn’t be the Father’s 
intimacy. In humanity, Jesus felt the fullness of the fury of God and forsakenness of God’s wrath 
toward sin. It was God’s sovereign will. Does v. 10 mean it made the Father happy?  
 
God uses this word from v. 10 to say ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked’ and ‘I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone’ (Eze 33:11, 18:32). So how can the death of a sinless one, much 
less His Son be His will, much less His pleasure? Col 1 says of Christ, ‘it was the Father’s good 
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  and through Him to reconcile all… to Himself, having 
made peace through the blood of His cross’ (v. 19-20 NAS) 
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Eph 1 says in Christ we have adoption as sons and ‘redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins…according to His good pleasure…’ (NKJV).  
The Father wasn’t pleased with sin. Seeing sin on Jesus was the darkest day. The Father made the 
heavens dark those 3 hours and made earth He created come apart in an earthquake. That doesn’t 
signal the Fathers’s happiness in that moment where Jesus felt God’s wrath crush Him. But the NT 
says the Father’s good pleasure was through that to reconcile sinners by the blood of Christ as He’s 
crushed on the cross. Through the great pain came great gain.   
 
One writer said ‘Even a noble-minded man finds pleasure in contemplating heroic and self-sacrificing 
love in others, to accomplish glorious ends…And if we add to this…the results which the sufferings 
achieved, in their nature, blissfulness, magnitude…we shall understand how ‘it pleased the Lord…’2 
In Heb 12 the Lord ‘for the joy set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame…’ It wasn’t the 
shame of death He delighted in, He despised the shame, it wasn’t enjoyable, but there was a joy 
before Jesus and the Father. The immeasurable pain brought immeasurable pleasure in saving so 
many.  
 
Heb 2 explains ‘through suffering’ Jesus was ‘bringing many sons to glory.’ God can’t look at sin with 
favor, the prophet says, so ‘the Father turns His face away as wounds which mar the chosen One 
bring many sons to glory.’ 53:10b when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; 
he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
The rest of the verse shows God was pleased with the offering for sin, not in the agony of His son. 
God doesn’t delight in suffering but He’s pleased with the sacrifice of Christ that saves sinners from 
guilt and makes them children of God. The OT said ‘the soul who sins shall die’ (Eze 18:4), note v. 10 
said of Jesus: when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring 
In God’s Law, this ‘offering for guilt’ involved restitution, satisfaction, and a taking away of guilt. A 
sacrificial animal was dead and didn’t see after it was offered, but v. 10 says of the Lamb of God ‘he 
shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.’  
 
That moves from His sovereignty to His resurrection. v. 8 says He’s cut off from the land of the 
living, v. 9 mentions His grave and His death, but v. 10 says in the future tense He will see His 
children, His days will be prolonged and prosperous. Dead people don’t see. Bodies in the grave 
don’t live long and prosper. This is life after death where He sees many children to come. 

We went astray like sheep (v. 6), Jesus brings us home as sons and daughters 
Jesus had no physical offspring when He died but He sees spiritual children He adopts 
internationally. Isa 43:5: I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. I 
will say to the north…and to the south ‘…bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of 
the earth…I have called you by name, you are mine…you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and 
I love you’ (v. 1-6). He sees His offspring as loved, precious in His eyes. O the deep deep love of 
Jesus, leading onward and homeward! 

 
He redeemed us so we’d receive adoption and cry Abba! (Gal 4) 

When the resurrected Savior Jesus sees His spiritual family of followers at the Sea of Galilee, He 
cries out ‘Children!’ (Jn 21:5). After Heb 2 says His death brings many sons to glory, Jesus ‘says, 
"Here am I, and the children God has given me." Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of 
death--that is, the devil--and free those’ (v. 13-14 NIV). 
 
The banners behind me say Jesus is Lord, He’s risen, He reigns, and He will return. The suffering 
servant of Isa 53 is the same sovereign savior of Rev 1 who it says is ‘the ruler of kings on 
earth…him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood…saying, "Fear not, I am the first 
and the last,and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore…’ His hand holds the keys, 
and holds the seven stars, and sovereignly holds all things, and He upholds us (Isa 41:10).  
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The risen Lord was sovereign in the greatest evil and injustice ever (cross), and we know He’s 
sovereign over lesser ones 
 
Application: Trust the Lord’s Sovereignty and Resurrection, that’s #1. 

#2. The Lord’s Righteousness and Justification 
 

11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities.  

That phrase ‘bear their iniquities’ comes from the OT Day of Atonement in Lev. 16: The goat shall 
bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area… That’s after another is slain and blood sprinkled 
at the mercy seat (Isa 52:15 word sprinkle). The priest then ‘shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, 
all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away…’ That pictures Christ’s 
atonement, transferring and taking away guilt confessed to God, while another is slain by the high 
priest 
 
Shai Linne raps as if the high priest who grabs the goat of a sacrificial goat: 

snatching him close, slashing his throat, when his blood splashed on my coat 
Reactin’, I choke- gaspin’, that's when I'm graspin’ God's reaction that sin provokes 
I take a moment to reflect on the blood spilled in this 
Staring at the goat to be sent into the wilderness… 
My occupation: to intercede for the nation, But indeed my own sins need expiation… 
I'll confess Israel's sins with my hands on his head Symbolizing guilt transferred instead 
To a substitute the living God provided and stamped,  
Guilty of our sin, driven outside the camp3 

Like the live goat, we sing ‘living He loved me, dying He saved me [and] He carried my sins far 
away…’ Lev 16 said He bore all their iniquities. My sin, not in part but the whole, I bear it no more, 
praise the Lord, O my soul! v. 11 says from His anguish He would see and be satisfied. ‘It is finished’ 
is how He said it, the Father’s wrath was completely satisfied, Jesus thank you 
 

The Holy One crushed His Son who drank the bitter cup reserved for me 
v. 11 goes on: ‘by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted 
righteous…’ I take ‘his knowledge’ as knowledge of Jesus by saving faith. Jesus said eternal life is 
knowing Him. To know Jesus in an intimate personal relationship. It’s by faith God accounts us 
righteous. God as judge justifies (declares righteous) many whose iniquity Jesus bears. 
 
Heb 9:28 says ‘Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many’ (NKJV). 
Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for many. Not ‘every,’ but many is the word and v. 11 says of 
the many ‘he shall bear their iniquity.’ That’s a particular redemption of many, those for whom He dies 
it says He justifies. 

Rom 8:30 says He has ‘many brethren…whom He predestines…calls…justifies’ 
Rom 5 says ‘how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, 
Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! … through the obedience of the one man the many will be 
made righteous’ (v. 15, 19 NIV). 
It wasn’t just His death, it was His obedient life we needed to be justified or counted righteous. I need 
a righteous life lived for me to give righteousness. 
Isaiah later says even our most righteous deeds are as filthy rags in His sight  but this ‘Righteous 
One’ takes rags of many and gives riches of grace. In a great exchange, He gives garments of 
salvation and robes of righteousness.4  
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Christ ‘Clothed in my sin [a few weeks ago that’s what we sang] 
His robes for mine, O wonderful exchange!... 

Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified. In Christ I live, for in my place He died… 
Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine [works of Christ], 

Saved by my Lord’s vicarious [substitute] death and life. 
[This line is from Isa 53:10-11] God’s justice is appeased. 

Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased… 
He, as though I, accursed and left alone; 

I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home! 
 
That should make us cling to Christ and marvel at the cross, Jesus who felt forsaken, estranged from 
God, so we who are justified will never face that! For God so loved the world He gave His only Son to 
be crushed so whoever believes shall not perish (crushing I deserve), but will have everlasting life. 
Application of justification in Rom 5:1: we have peace, so rejoice and hope. 

 
When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of my guilt within 
Upward I look and see Him there who made an end to all my sin 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free 
For God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me… 

Before the throne of God above [justified believers] have a strong and perfect plea 
A great High Priest whose name is love who ever lives and pleads for me5 

 
That takes to the last part:  

#3 The Lord’s Victory and Intercession (v. 12) 
 

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death… 
 
Sounds like what Jesus told them ‘this is my blood…poured out for many…’ 
Sounds like Phil 2 where Jesus as a servant ‘emptied himself,’ a poured-out image, to the point of 
‘death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him…’ That’s how Isa 52:13 starts this section: 
behold the servant of God who it says ‘will be high and lifted up and shall be exalted… v. 15: ‘so shall 
he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of him …’ 
 
This is the exalted King of kings who Revelation says has a voice like the roar of many waters and is 
crowned with many crowns. He’s the Lamb on His throne worshipped by many angels and He has a 
message for ‘many nations…and kings.’6 This is no helpless victim, this is heaven’s victor! It’s the 
victorious glorious Christ who Paul says ‘ascended on high…and gave gifts to his people’ and also 
said He ‘always leads us in triumph in Christ.'7  
If you feel defeated, lift up your eyes to Christ who always leads to triumph. 
There’s victory in Jesus if we behold Him and who we are with and in Him. Isaiah gives this image of 
a triumphant warrior-King returning from battle after conquering the enemies and the spoils of victory 
He shares with all His people. This is the risen One, heaven’s champion. It completes the picture of 
Isa 9: to us a child born, a son is given whose name includes Mighty God (warrior word). The Prince 
of Peace poured out Himself in death to bring us peace, to defeat the enemy of death and the devil, 
and give peace with God.  
 
After ‘triumphing over them in the cross’8 this is our King’s victory parade.  
The One poured out in death is alive again, pouring out spoils or gifts to us! 
The One crushed by sin is resurrected with power to crush sin in our lives!  
He said ‘my God, why have you forsaken me’ so believers will never have to 
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I'm forgiven because You were forsaken, I'm accepted, You were condemned 
I am alive and well, Your spirit is within me, 'Cause You died and rose again 

Amazing love, how can it be? That You, my King would die for me? 
[What should be our response?] … It’s my joy to honor you in all I do9 

 
v. 12 adds this, He ‘…was numbered with the transgressors…’ Jesus told His disciples as they went 
to Gethsemane: I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the 
transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its fulfillment (Lk 22:37). Jesus quotes the last verse 
of Isa 53 to let us know He fulfilled it to the end. He was accounted a sinner in His life and death so 
He can account us righteous as we trust Him. Jesus was numbered with rebels He poured out 
Himself for, so a multitude no one can number of the redeemed will pour out His praise. Christ 
identified with transgressors like us as a friend of sinners who find a new identity in Christ. 
 
Yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.  
This song ends on a high note: ‘the Father having composed a magnificent violin concerto with every 
note penned by his sovereign will then hand[ed] it to his skillful Son who played it to perfection, filling 
the world with a music so sublime we will be melting to its melody for all eternity.’10 I love that note it 
ends on, Christ in heaven interceding for sinners He’s redeemed. 
 
All the other verbs before it are past tense, perfect completed actions, but in the grammar makes 
intercession is present tense, continual action. It began in Jn 17 and as He said on the cross ‘Father, 
forgive them…’ But Heb 7:25 says our heavenly High Priest ‘always lives to make intercession for 
them.’ We sang ‘There for sinners Thou art pleading…Ever for us interceding…’11 
Isa 53 ends on the high note Rom 8 picks up, and this note is where we end: 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus …The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
…we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose…If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring 
any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 
who died-more than that, who was raised-who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,  
…As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 

 
 

1 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-435/the-astonishing-servant-of-jehovah 
2 David Baron, The Servant of Jehovah, p. 119. 
3 Shai Linne, “High Priest,” Atonement Album (Lampmode Records) 
4 Isaiah 64:6, 61:10. 
5 Charitie Lees Bancroft, “Before the Throne of God Above.”  
6 Revelation 1:15, 5:11, 10:11, 19:12. 
7 Eph 4:8 NIV, 2 Cor 2:14 NKJV 
8 Colossians 2:15 NIV. 
9 Chris Tomlin, “Amazing Love.” 
10 Andrew Davis, Exalting Jesus in Isaiah: Christ-Centered Exposition series, p. 323. 
11 John Bakewell, “Hail Thou Once Despised Jesus.”  
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