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Neglecting A So Great Salvation Parts 1 & 2

Pastor Jose F Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church May 2, 2010
Isaiah 57:15-21

(Preached AM and PM services)

As we consider Isaiah 57:15-21, this morning, I shall be speaking on: Neglecting A So
Great Salvation. The Bible is constantly informing us on the importance of getting our
hearts right with God, if not; we shall suffer the awful consequences of His Holy
judgment. We are warned in Hebrews 2 on the importance of not taking lightly the
gospel, that is, not to neglect a so great salvation. Turn to Hebrews 2 quickly and let’s
read the first 4 verses, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we
escape, if we neglect (take lightly, be careless, to disregard) so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy

Ghost, according to his own will?” The Bible is very clear in setting forth various warnings
so that we can be prepared to meet God when we die; the problem with most people,
is that, they take lightly the gospel and neglect its way of salvation, its warning and
judgment of dying in unbelief. Thus, the title to our message, Neglecting A So Great
Salvation! On the way back to Isaiah 57 stop in Matthew 22:1-15.

In Isaiah 57 we have again a warning, but we also have a hope, yea, the comfort of
God healing our souls in the grace of salvation. There are 7 things I would like to share
with you from the last verses of Isaiah 57:

I. God’s Character. (vs 15)

II. God’s Controversy. (vs 16)

III. God’s Concealment. (vs 17)

IV. God’s Comfort. (vs 18)

V. God’s Compassion. (vs 19)

VI. Godless Condition. (vs 20 - 21)

VII. Great Call. (Isa.58:1)

In this chapter Israel is being reproved for her awful idolatry and rebellion against God,
but God in wrath also remembers mercy and promises to revive and heal those who
turn to Him with a contrite and humble spirit. The first thing we want to consider in our
text in verse 15 is God’s Character:

I. God’s Character.
“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble,

and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” There is much is this verse that exhibits and
manifests the attributes of God, but the one that stands out is His Holiness. He who



2

inhabits eternity is called HOLY! The high and lofty One that inhabits eternity has a
name and His name is HOLY. In Psalm 111:9 it says, “…holy and reverend is his name.”
Holy and reverend is His name, this is why I prefer to be call Pastor Joe and not
Reverend Joe, because holy and reverend is His name. This is the character of God,
He is Holy. I will not spend too much time here for in a couple of weeks I will bring a
message on the holiness of God. This holy God dwells with those of a contrite and
humble spirit, to which, He promises to revive the hearts of His people. No question we
need reviving in our hearts. We shall consider God’s character in a couple of weeks.
Let us look secondly at:

II. God’s Controversy.

Verse 16, “For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail

before me, and the souls which I have made” God’s controversy is seen in His contending or
striving with us, that is, God quarreling with us, which is what the word means. There is
mercy also seen here in the fact that God also says that He will not always be angry or
wroth. You have to understand that God does not have to contend or strive with us, He
doesn’t have to have a controversy with us, the fact that He does clearly demonstrates
His merciful compassion for sinners. Consider the next few verses:

 Hosea 4:1, “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor

knowledge of God in the land.”
 Hosea 12:2, “The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob

according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.”
 Micah 6:2, “Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD'S controversy, and ye strong foundations of

the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.”

Before the Lord brought forth His awful judgment of the flood in Noah’s day, notice
what He told Noah in Gen.6:3, “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man,

for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” God will not always
strive with man, the fact that He does, shows His mercy. Every warning of God is
saturated, embedded and inundated with mercy. The fact that God will not always be
wroth or angry also reveals His mercy. What would be the purpose of God contending
and striving with us? It’s for the purpose of convicting and convincing us of sin. This is
to drive you to His mercy and forgiveness so that you will call upon Him for salvation. If
God does not contend with you, He will leave you in your sins, so be thankful if you still
have a sensitive conscience. The end result of this is to drive you to Him. Why? Well,
because it is hard for a man to part with his sins and even harder to divorce a man
from his self-righteousness and even still harder still to separate a man from his
religion. God can leave you in your sins, self-righteous and religion, so be thankful if
God contends and strive with you. This is why Jeremiah writes in his lamentations, “It is
of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are

new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” Lam.3:22 & 23. Now, it is when the Lord stops
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contending with us that is dangerous, notice what he says again in verse 16, “For I will

not contend for ever …” To which He had already said, “…My spirit shall not always strive with

man …” It is when God stops contending and striving with us that it gets fearful which
leads us to our next point in verse 17.

III. God’s Concealment.

Verse 17, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was

wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.” We will spend most of our time in this
point. The most fearful portion of this verse are the 3 middle words, “…I HID ME…”
God was going to conceal Himself; God was going to hide Himself from them. When
you consider what is being said in this verse it is fearful and sobering. I say this
because this is the worse thing that can happen to us, whether you are a Christian or if
you are lost and outside Christ this morning. You see it is a fearful thing to consider
that God would conceal Himself or better yet, that He would hide Himself from you. To
those of you who name the name of Christ and think lightly about sin, notice David
lamenting over the fact that God would hide Himself:

 Psalms 13:1, “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy

face from me?”
 Psalms 27:9, “Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast

been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.”
 Psalms 30:7, “LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst

hide thy face, and I was troubled.”
 Psalms 55:1, “Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication.”
 Psalms 89:46, “How long, LORD? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath burn like

fire?”
 Psalms 143:7, “Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest

I be like unto them that go down into the pit.”

This is David, a man after God’s own heart, but there were times that he feared that
God would hide Himself from him. There are times when we do feel that God has hid
Himself, we pray and we know our prayers don’t go pass the ceiling, we read the Bible
and we know that it does not reach our hearts; it like reading the newspaper, there is
no connection, there is no reception. We witness and we feel no power of the gospel,
these could be (maybe not) signs of God hiding Himself.

Now, if God hides Himself at times from those whom He has saved, those of you
outside Christ, what makes you think that He will not hide Himself from the lost? You
see; those who are saved, they can plead the merit of Christ in their behalf, but to you
who are outside Christ, what will you do if God hides Himself from you? God will not
always strive with you, God will not always contend with you, you keep putting off
getting right with God when you hear the gospel and you might find yourself one day
totally without any help of the Almighty. This is why it is imperative that you come to
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Christ for salvation and quit putting it off, consider what the Apostle Paul has said in 2
Cor.6:2, “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I
succoured (help or comfort) thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of

salvation.)” Today is the day of salvation, call unto Him right now, don’t wait, don’t
hesitate, come to Christ right now in repentance and faith and lay hold of Him in the
grace of salvation! I’m not trying to scare you, I can’t scare you into heaven, but I can
surely warn you to be prepared to meet thy God!

Here in verse 17 a solemn warning is given, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth,

and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.” By
covetousness, I believe the meaning refers to idolatry. Paul tells us in the New
Testament that covetousness is idolatry, turn to Col.3:5-7, but keep your finger in
Isaiah 57, we are coming back to make our point. “Mortify therefore your members which are
upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children

of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.” Why is
covetous idolatry? Very simple, when you covet after something, you start to desire it,
then you start lusting after it, then you just have to have, to which you start to idolize
the thing you want and you will do anything to get it. This is why Paul also warns us not
to seek things here below, why? Because we will start setting our affections towards
them, that is, we start lusting after them so much that we find ourselves idolizing them.
This is why we need to set our affections on things above and not things here below!
As a matter of fact why do you think advertizing is a billion dollar industry? Remember
the last Super Bowl; they were charging 3 million dollars for a 30 second commercial.
Now, how can we know that lusting is the end result of coveting after something?
Because this was Paul’s problem before God saved him, notice what he says so
clearly and succinctly in Romans 7:7-12, “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid.
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet. 8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of
concupiscence. (Desire, craving, longing, desire for what is forbidden, lust) For without the law sin was
dead. 9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I
died. 10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 11 For sin,
taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 12 Wherefore the law is holy,

and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” Paul was pricked in his heart regarding his
lust wherein his conscience was pricked because he was breaking the 10th

commandment, “Thou shalt not covet.” Covetousness leads to and is idolatry. Go back
to Isaiah 57 with me.

Again in verse 17 it says, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid

me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.” Now that we understand
that covetousness is idolatry, we see clearly why God was so angry with Israel. The
two things that let to their demise into captivity were breaking the Sabbath and idolatry.
Now, let’s read the first part of chapter 17:1-5. This was God’s controversy with them
which led to His concealment or if you wish, His hiding from them. He says twice in
verse 17 that He was angry or wroth with them, which means to be full of wrath, to be
furious, to be in rage. God was very angry with Israel and hid Himself from them and
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the sad thing is, that this did not bother them one bit, because it says, “...and he went on

frowardly in the way of his heart.” This I believe is the sad state of America, God is angry
with her and she could care less, God help us! What a sad state to be in, God is angry
with the wicked and they go on forwardly in the way of their hearts. The word forwardly
here means rebellious and apostasy and also backslidden. They go on in their
lifestyles in rebellion against God. Why? Because God has not brought judgment upon
they go on in their sins. Eccl.8:11, says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not

executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” This is the
problem with many, because judgment in not executed speedily by God, the hearts of
men is fully set to continue in their sins. Thus, as Paul says, “There is no fear of God before

their eyes.”

Listen again to verse 17, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid

me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.” One of the most profound
verses in the whole Bible, which we shall read in a moment, sheds some light to our
study this morning. Let me just go over a few things and I’ll share the verse with you in
a minute. One of the greatest stories in the Bible is the deliverance of Israel from Egypt
under their leader Moses. Remember, they were in awful bondage to Pharaoh in
Egypt. They cried unto God for deliverance and God finally starts to deliver them by
sending the 10 plagues. Each plague was to show God’s sovereignty over the false
gods of Egypt. The people of Israel saw these great and mighty miracles performed by
God. Then, there was the crossing of the Red Sea upon dry land, where they finally
saw Pharaoh destroyed. Notice what is said after they were delivered in Exodus 14:27-
31. They saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore in verse 30 then in verse 31 it says,
“And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the

LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.” Now, if you were to ask all the
millions that came out of Egypt that day, if they believed in God, I am almost 100%
sure that every single one of them would say that they believe in God. Remember God
also sustained them for the next 40 years, feeding and clothing them as they were
being let by God in the wilderness by a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.
When it is all said and done, notice what God says about them in Deut.32:20, “And he
said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward

generation, children in whom is no faith.” There was no faith in them and their belief in
God was just an acknowledgement of His being, but not a true saving justifying faith.
Two important things are also mentioned in this text besides that they had no faith,
they were also a very forward generation, that is; a very rebellious and apostate people
and the end result would be that GOD WOULD HIDE HIMSELF FROM THEM! If you
think I preach hard, read the remainder of the words of Moses gave them, from verse
20 to verse 42. (Verse 35, “To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in
due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make

haste.” They did not mix faith with believing as we are told in Hebrews 4:1 & 2. (Read)

God gives no time element as to when He decides to hide Himself; this is why it is
urgent that you get your heart right with God, it is imperative that you bow the knee to
Christ and confess Him as your LORD before you walk out this morning, because it
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could be, I’m not saying He will, but IT COULD BE that God might just hide Himself
from you after giving you a sobering and fearful warning by this message. God is not
obligated to keep on contending with you, He can stop at any moment, do not play with
God. Notice again the words of Isaiah 57:16, “For I will not contend for ever…”

Again in Isaiah 57:17 it says, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I

hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.” Instead of this fearful
and sobering admonition humbling their hearts, they were hardened and went on in
their rebellious ways of their hearts. Reminds me of the words of Jeremiah 5:3, 4, 6b, 7
and 9, “O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not
grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their
faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. 4 Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they
are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God…because their
transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. 7 How shall I pardon thee for this? thy
children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods, 9 Shall I not visit for these things?

saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?” One of the fearful
results of the judgment of God is not only hiding Himself, but also that He finally turns
over a sinner to a reprobate mind, because they go on rebelliously in the way of their
hearts.

Turn with me to Romans chapter 1 and in verse 16 Paul sets forth the glorious
application of Christ’s holy gospel, 16 – 2:1. Verse 21 is very interesting especially the
last part of the verse, “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither

were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” This
last part is in the aorist tense which speaks of an action occurring at a point in time and
also in the passive voice basically infers that is was an outside source that darkened
the heart, to which I venture to say that it was not themselves that darkened their own
hearts, but that God did it, because of their continual rejection of the light of the gospel.
Therefore, when you leave the essence of absolute, i.e. the ‘TRUTH’ the end result is
darkness which leads to what is said in verse 22. “Professing themselves to be wise, they

became fools.” Man’s reasoning leads to foolishness and this process leads to
professing to be wise. You cannot reason the things of God, no you BELIEVE THE
THINGS OF GOD! Heb.11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh

to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When
man professes to be wise, that is, that their wisdom is over and above God, they
profess themselves to be wise, to which in reality are but fools.

This basically leads to the following in verses 23 – 25 and then those awful fearful
verses from verse 26 to the end of the chapter. Now, the word of God is very clear
regarding the sin of homosexuality and its abomination. To be fair, adultery is also an
abomination to God, it is even recorded in the 10 commandments, number 7 says,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Even the sin of fornication is an abomination, which is sex
outside of marriage to which Paul says, “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,
that ye should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to possess his
vessel in sanctification and honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which
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know not God.” 1 Thess.4:3-5. But here Paul is clearly addressing the sin of
homosexuality in verses 26 to 28. Notice how Paul sets forth the process of God in
darkening their foolish and rebellious hearts, in verse 24, “…God also gave them up to

uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts…” In verse 26, “For this cause God gave them

up unto vile affections…” Finally in verse 28 they are reprobated, “And even as they did not

like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind…” When God
finally does this, there is no more hope, but only damnation and judgment to follow.
Paul then ends this chapter with a sobering and fearful warning that includes the first
verse of chapter 2. The other set of verses that is fearful when God hides Himself from
the lost in their awful reprobation is in Proverbs 1: 20 – 31. It is so sad when man
willfully rejects the gospel and profess to be wise in their own eyes or as it says in
Isaiah 57:17, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was

wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.”

The following two examples are from the Precept Austin web page,
1. “The death of…men who promulgate foolish speculations is horrible as exemplified by this

description of Thomas Paine, the renowned American author and infidel, who had exerted
considerable influence against belief in God and in the Scriptures. He came to his last hour in
1809, a most disillusioned and unhappy man. During his final moments on earth he said: "I
would give worlds, if I had them, that Age of Reason had not been published. 0 Lord, help me!
Christ, help me! O God what have I done to suffer so much? But there is no God! But if there
should be, what will become of me hereafter? Stay with me, for God's sake! Send even a child
to stay with me, for it is hell to be alone. If ever the devil had an agent, I have been that one."
Man makes the same mistakes over and over, even though history repeatedly warns him
about the folly of his sins. Paul pinpointed the problem in Romans 1. He said that although
man has a limited knowledge of God in creation, he chooses not to glorify Him, nor is he
thankful. As a result, he becomes vain in his imaginations and his foolish heart is “darkened.”

He no longer discerns right from wrong, but actually begins to think that right is wrong.” This
reminds me of the words of Isaiah chapter 5:20 & 21, “Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their

own sight!” We are living in those day now.

2. “The deceitfulness of sin is vividly seen in the life of the French philosopher Rousseau. He
declared, “No man can come to the throne of God and say, ‘I’m a better man than Rousseau.’
“When he knew death was close at hand, he boasted, “Ah, how happy a thing it is to die, when
one has no reason for remorse or self-reproach.” Then he prayed, “Eternal Being, the soul that I
am going to give Thee back is as pure at this moment as it was when it proceeded from Thee;
render it a partaker of Thy felicity!” This is an amazing statement when we realize that Rousseau
didn’t profess to be born again. In his writings he advocated adultery and suicide, and for more
than 20 years he lived in licentiousness. Most of his children were born out of wedlock and sent to

a foundling home. He was mean, treacherous, hypocritical, and blasphemous.”

This is why Paul warns us in Galatians 6:7, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked…” Let us
not be as what is said about those in 2 Chronicles 36:16, “But they mocked the messengers
of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against

his people, till there was no remedy.” If you die without Jesus Christ, there is no remedy
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for you, your eternity is sealed being forever doomed in the pit of an horrific hell, where
in Matthew 13:50, says, “And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and

gnashing of teeth.”

What an awful judgment when God conceals Himself, when God hides Himself from
sinners, seek Him even now, while there is a remedy for you, a remedy for your sins,
which is none other than Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Listen to the compassionate
words of God in Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be

as wool.” That God would reason with us is but pure mercy and grace, don’t wait until
there is no remedy, but come now, come now that God is merciful and forgiving, do not
sin away the day of grace, because it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God, because our God is a consuming fire! (Hebrews 10:31 & 12:29). There is yet
hope, today which leads to our next point in Isaiah 57:18:

IV. God’s Comfort.

Verse 18, “I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto

him and to his mourners.” We serve a merciful and forgiving God, who will heal us, that is
He will deliver us from our sins and condemnation and comfort our hearts with great
joy and peace in turning our mourning into comfort and joy. You see when God saves
a sinner notice what happens, Isaiah 51:11, “Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall

obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.” Their fear and terror of the
Lord shall be turn to joy and gladness! God will heal your soul and comfort your heart
with joy and gladness. This is the hope that God sets forth before you this morning, a
great comfort to your soul because you will experience forgiveness from all your sins.
God will cast all your sins into the depths of the sea and He will cast them behind His
back and remember them no more! Yes, what joy and gladness will fill your soul, when
God heals your soul!
Turn quickly to Isaiah 61:1-3, look at the result of this in verse 10! I want to also
encourage those of you, who are praying for the salvation of your love ones, this
phrase, “…and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.” This can also mean, that
those who have mourned, that is, prayed and wept before God for their loves one who
are lost, for their friends who are lost, God’s grace shall also comfort them when God
saves them! Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.” Parents
shall be comforted by God in saving their children, children being comforted by God in
saving their parents, wives being comforted by God in saving their husbands,
husbands being comforted by God in saving their wives, the same with friends, co-
workers etc. Isaiah 52:9, “Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for

the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.” Isaiah 66:13, “As one whom

his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” What a
blessed joy when God comforts both the hearts of those whom He has saved and
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those who had been praying and weeping for their salvation. This leads us our next
point in verse 19.

V. God’s Compassion.

Verse 19, “I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near,

saith the LORD; and I will heal him.” We must also remember that God in wrath remembers
mercy; this is what gives hope to the lost. When God heals a sinner, He immediately
floods their heart with peace. Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” What joy and comfort to know that I have peace
with God. Notice the compassion of God in this, for He says, peace, peace to him that
is far and to him that is near, I WILL heal him! In Eph.2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who

sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Then Paul tells us in Col. 1:20,
“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself;

by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” I just love what Micah has to
say about God and His blessed forgiveness, 7:18 & 19, “Who is a God like unto thee that
pardoned iniquity, and passed by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not
his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 19 He will turn again, he will have compassion

upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”
Look again closely at Isaiah 57:16, “For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always

wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.” Reminds of what
David says in Psalm 130:3 & 4, “If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall

stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.” Verse 7, “Let Israel hope

in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.” Yes, in
wrath God remember mercy! Notice the words of Psalm 103:8 – 12, “The LORD is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 9 He will not always chide: neither will
he keep his anger for ever. 10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to
our iniquities. 11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that

fear him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”
This is a compassionate God who shows mercy when He could have easily judged in
wrath, saying peace, peace, I WILL HEAL, instead of, depart from me ye workers of
iniquity. God will heal your soul, but you must come to Him in repentance and faith to
experience His compassionate mercy! This leads to our sixth point in verses 20 & 21.

VI. Godless Condition.

Verses 20 & 21, “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast

up mire and dirt. 21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” Isaiah again warns those
who want to continue in their rebellious and obstinate hearts. Those without God are in
an awful godless condition. No hope, no peace, no rest, no salvation, but like the
raging troubled sea. Like the sea which vomits up mire and dirt so does the heart of
those outside Christ, Christ tells us in Mark 7:20 – 23, “And he said, That which cometh out
of the man, that defileth the man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an

evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.”
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Thus, God declares, there is no peach to the wicked! This is why they rage within
themselves and even rage at God; there is no rest, but a constant casting mire and
dirt, so much so, that there is absolutely NO PEACE! What an awful condition to be in,
that is, a godless condition. Lastly and quickly, verse 1 of Isaiah 58:

VII. Great Call.
Isaiah 58:1, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their

transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” This is the duty of the minister of God, to
cry aloud, lift the voice like a trumpet loud. Ever heard a trumpet that was low, no it is a
loud instrument. The duty of the minister when preaching the gospel is by God’s grace
to show people their sins, their transgression, not to make them feel good, not to feed
them to some good self esteem, no, but to preach the gospel as it in truth! To warn as
well as to give hope, remember again, the two effects of the gospel, it will either save
or slay your soul, it will humble your heart or it will harden it, it will convert the soul or
condemn the soul, the word of God never returns void to Him, it will accomplish it
purpose of either saving or slaying the sinner. Oh, to God that this morning you have
heard God holy trumpet and that your sins have been expose and that you would flee
from the wrath to come. Oh dear sinner, I plead with you, come to God in repentance
and come in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe we have set before you this
morning a hope that is found in the gospel but also a warning in its condemnation if
your die in your state without Jesus Christ. May God grace to lay hold of God by faith,
may God grace you to throw down your arms of rebellion and bow the knee to Christ
even now at this very moment, do not put it off any more, because God does not need
to contend with you, don’t be foolish to think that God will not hide from you, you better
sober up and give your live to Christ! Isaiah clearly warns in Isaiah 55:6 & 7, “Seek ye
the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy

upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Lastly, that blessed passage in
Isaiah 45:22 & 23, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else. 23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness,

and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.”

Hebrews 2:1-4, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and

with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?”

Let us pray. Hymn “Pass me not.” Page 235.


