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“How Do We Know The Bible is The Word Of God?” 

[The Credibility and reliability of the Bible] 
Study #1  
  
“Where Did The Writings Of The Bible Come From?” 
[I Cor. 2:1-10] 

There was a time when the Bible was held in high esteem 
•  “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without the Bible.” - George Washington 
•  “The Bible is the only one that claims to be God’s book, to comprise His law, His history. It 

contains an immense amount of evidence of it’s own authenticity. It is the best gift God 
has given to man.” - Abraham Lincoln 

•  “ The Bible has been the book that held together the fabric of western civilization… The 
civilization we possess could not have come into existence and could not have been 
sustained without it.” - H.G.Wells 

We are living in a society which generally views the Bible as a human book!  
•  Liberal Christianity is worse than the pagan, atheistic, secular culture because it claims 

to be “Christian” while at the same time denying the deity of Jesus Christ, His miracles, 
His literal bodily resurrection from the grave and the divine inspiration of Scripture! 

•  “Self-styled man has decided that his own intellectualism is the measure of all 
things. … Our society has become a society of self-created deciders who insist 
on deciding what the truth is.”  -  John MacArthur  

•  All of this has resulted in a crisis in today’s evangelical church! Because of this prevailing influence of the 
surrounding culture, large segments of the evangelical church have lost [or, are in the process of losing] their 
focus, their grounding and their foundation in the truth of Scripture.  

Three words which express concepts the Bible itself gives to explain 
its origin  
A general look at these three words  
“Inspiration”  
“Illumination”  
•  “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”          I Cor. 
2:14  

A very important point which comes out of this third concept 
•  The only reason a “Christian” believes the Bible is the Word of God is because God has given 

him the Holy Spirit Who reveals this to him! - This means that no amount of “proof” we might 
compile, i.e. evidence that the Bible is the Word of God, will make anyone a Christian!  

•  I COR. 2:1-5 
An excellent illustration of how these three concepts interact to facilitate supernatural,  
divine communication to the believer  

The Application  
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divine communication to the believer  

The Application  
•  Illumination: God provided a special means whereby men and women who were exposed to these writings and their content 

might be able to believe and accept them as being valid, with God Himself as their Author.   
REVELATION: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways …” 
                           Hebrews 1:1 

Men’s Theories About Inspiration 

Clues from Scripture which indicate which theory is most 
accurate:  
The necessity of Illumination according to the Bible.  
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