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1 John 2:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 

 

The Day of the Lord is preceded by one who:  

• Exalts himself in the church,  

• Denies any other gods,  

• Demands worship and devotion as God,  

• Employs Satanic deception. 

Paul warned churches to watch for this. 

 

1. Scripture and Tradition 

 

81 “Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the Holy 

Spirit…and [Holy] Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted 

to the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. It transmits it to the successors of the apostles 

so that, enlightened by the Spirit of truth, they may faithfully preserve, expound and spread it 

abroad by their preaching.” 

 

82 “As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, 

‘does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures alone. Both 

Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal sentiments of devotion and 

reverence.’”1 

 

2. The Pope and the Magisterium 

 

85 “‘The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written form 

or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living teaching office of the Church alone. Its 

authority in this matter is exercised in the name of Jesus Christ.’ This means that the task of 

interpretation has been entrusted to the bishops in communion with the successor of Peter, the 

Bishop of Rome.”2 

  

889 “In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the apostles, Christ 

who is the Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a ‘supernatural sense 

of faith’ the People of God, under the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, ‘unfailingly 

adheres to this faith.’” 

 

891 “The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his 

office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who confirms his brethren in the 

                                                 
1 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__PL.HTM 

2LCF 1.1 The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and 

obedience. 

1.4 The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, depends not upon the testimony of any man 

or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; therefore it is to be received because it is the 

Word of God. 

1.6 The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is 

either expressly set down or necessarily contained in the Holy Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 

whether by new revelation of the Spirit, or traditions of men. 
2 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s1c2a2.htm 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__PL.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s1c2a2.htm
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faith he proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals…the infallibility 

promised to the Church is also present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, 

they exercise the supreme Magisterium,’ above all in an Ecumenical Council. When the Church 

through its supreme Magisterium proposes a doctrine ‘for belief as being divinely revealed,’ and 

as the teaching of Christ, the definitions ‘must be adhered to with the obedience of faith.’ This 

infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine Revelation itself.” 3 

 

3. The Identity and Authority of the Pope 

 

22. “The college or body of bishops has no authority unless it is understood together with the 

Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter as its head. The pope's power of primacy over all, both 

pastors and faithful, remains whole and intact. In virtue of his office, that is as Vicar of Christ 

and pastor of the whole Church, the Roman Pontiff has full, supreme and universal power over 

the Church. And he is always free to exercise this power.” 

 

23. “The Roman Pontiff, as the successor of Peter, is the perpetual and visible principle and 

foundation of unity of both the bishops and of the faithful.”4 

 

4. The Cult of Mary 

 

971 “The Church's devotion5 to the Blessed Virgin is intrinsic to Christian worship. The Church 

rightly honors ‘the Blessed Virgin with special devotion. From the most ancient times the Blessed 

Virgin has been honored with the title of 'Mother of God,’ to whose protection the faithful fly in 

all their dangers and needs…This very special devotion…differs essentially from the adoration 

which is given to the incarnate Word and equally to the Father and the Holy Spirit, and greatly 

fosters this adoration. The liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian prayer, such 

as the rosary, an ‘epitome of the whole Gospel,’ express this devotion to the Virgin Mary.” 

 

966 “Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course 

of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by 

the Lord as Queen over all things,6 so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the 

Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death.” The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular 

participation in her Son’s Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians.”7 

                                                 
3 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s1c2a2.htm 

2LCF 21.2 God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men 

which are in any thing contrary to his word, or not contained in it. So that to believe such doctrines, or obey such 

commands out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience; and the requiring of an implicit faith, an absolute 

and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience and reason also. 
4 http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-

gentium_en.html 

2LCF 26.4 The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church, in whom, by the appointment of the Father, all power for 

the calling, institution, order or government of the church, is invested in a supreme and sovereign manner; neither can 

the Pope of Rome in any sense be head thereof, but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalts 

himself in the church against Christ, and all that is called God; whom the Lord shall destroy with the brightness of his 

coming. 
5 What is rendered “devotion” here is translated in other languages as “worship” or “cult.” 
6 In the Latin, this is “Regina universorum,” meaning “Queen of the universe” or “Queen of the heavens.” 
7 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p123a9p6.htm 
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