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Prayer:  Father, we just want to again thank you for your go spel.  

We thank you for how precious it is.  We just conti nue to pray this 

morning, Lord, as we look into your letter that was  written to the 

Galatians, we understand how easy it is for this pr ecious gospel to 

slip away and so we pray again for your grace, for your power, for 

your Holy Spirit 's presence, Lord, as we again go i nto this book, 

would you give us the pleasure and the privilege of  your presence 

so that we might not just read it and understand it  but again make 

it a permanent part of our lives.  And we pray this  in Jesus' name.  

Amen.  

This is Galatians 3 , starting the beginning of the chapter, it 

says:  O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?  It wa s before 

your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.  

Let me ask you only this:  Did you receive the Spir it by works of 

the law or by hearing with faith?  Are you so fooli sh?  Having 

begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by  the flesh?  Did 

you suffer so many things in vain -- if indeed it w as in vain?  



Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works mi racles among you 

do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith  -- just as 

Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him as  righteousness"?  

Well, we're at the third chapter of the book of Gal atians and it 

opens with Paul and he's obviously upset and he's a sking the 

Galatian church six questions.  O foolish Galatians!  Who has 

bewitched you?   That's question number one.  And we know from the  

previous two chapters exactly who it was who had be witched them, 

and we know who his accomplices are.  You see, we k now that because 

we know the church is the most precious thing on ea rth to Christ 

because indeed Christ says -- God says:  Christ loved the church 

and gave himself for her.   And we know that because of that love, 

it gets extraordinary attention from the enemy of o ur souls.  Jesus 

also told us in John 8 that the devil was not only a murderer but 

the father of lies whose native tongue was the lie itself, so he is 

the one who is bewitching the Galatians.  His willi ng accomplices 

in this case were the Judaizers who were bringing t he law lie known 

as "the gospel plus" to the Galatian church.  They insisted that 

Jesus's death on the cross was absolutely necessary  but it was not 

sufficient for salvation.  And for that they taught  that you had to 

additionally subscribe to all of the different Jewi sh rights and 

rituals including especially circumcision.  And tha t was a flat out 

lie.  Paul is writing the church because they have left the truth 
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and they've begun to buy the lie.  And Paul goes on  to say:  It was 

before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly por trayed as 

crucified.   I mean Paul's not speaking to people who are far 

removed from the actual event of Christ's suffering  like we are.  I 

mean these are people, some of whom may have actual ly witnessed 

Christ's crucifixion.  

And Paul says in his second question:  Let me ask you only this:  

Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or b y hearing with 

faith?   See, Paul is addressing genuine believers here an d only 

genuine believers in Christ receive the Spirit of C hrist.  And so 

Paul is incredulous.  I mean here are people who Pa ul is convinced 

are genuine believers and because they're genuine b elievers they 

had to have started out receiving the Spirit throug h faith and not 

through works of the law; that is they had to have started out just 

believing in Jesus, their Lord.  Just believing tha t he died on the 

cross for them and by placing their faith in Jesus,  they had been 

justified.  God had applied the righteousness of Ch rist to their 

account and now they stood perfected before God not  on the basis of 

their own righteousness but on Christ's.  And becau se they were now 

made perfect by faith in Christ, they had received God's Holy 

Spirit who was now living within them, so how in th e world could 

someone so incredibly blessed to have their sin deb t paid in full 

by Christ, how in the world could they revert back to a system 
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where righteousness comes only by perfectly followi ng this huge set 

of rules and regulations that no one is capable of following in the 

first place?  Well, these were folks who started ou t simply 

believing the gospel and now they're marching whole sale into the 

slavery of rules and regulations defining their wor th and value 

before God.  

Paul's third question shows just how astonished he is.  He says:  

Are you so foolish?  Having begun by the Spirit, ar e you now being 

perfected by the flesh?  Paul is astounded and he's astounded that 

the Galatians are exchanging the slavery of rules a nd regulations 

for the freedom of having their sins paid for in fu ll by Christ.  

Did you suffer so many things in vain -- if indeed it was in vain?   

That's question four, and it's rhetorical.  You kno w, the 

translators argue as to whether or not this word tr anslated 

"suffer" means to really suffer or just to experien ce something, 

and it doesn't much matter because again what Paul is amazed at 

here is that their experience of grace didn't seem to have any 

affect on tempering their desire to go back under t he law.  Paul's 

essentially asking them, he says, did all of these experiences of 

God's grace amount to nothing?  

And finally in questions five and six, Paul wants t o know if Christ 

who has given them the Spirit, works among them mir aculously 
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through faith or by forcing them to once again perf ectly adhere to 

a set of rules and regulations?  Verse 5.  He says:   Does he who 

supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among  you do so by 

works of the law or by hearing with faith -- just a s "Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteou sness"?   

See, Paul knows exactly what he's doing.  He's goin g right to the 

heart of Judaism and he uses Abraham, the father of  the faith 

itself as his example of choosing rightly.  See, th ese folks 

thought righteousness came by strictly adhering to all of the rules 

and the rights and the regulations, especially circ umcision.  And 

so Paul goes right back to the founder of Judaism, Abraham himself, 

and states categorically that Abraham's righteousne ss came not 

through adhering to rules and regulations but simpl y by believing.  

Verse 6:  Just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted t o him 

as righteousness"?  See, Paul was unequivocal in stating 

categorically who the real sons of Abraham are and it's not those 

who excelled in keeping all the rules and the ritua ls, like so many 

of the Jews thought.  It was those who simply belie ved God and took 

him at his word.  In verse 7 he says:   Know then that it is those 

of faith who are the sons of Abraham.   Let's just stop and think, 

stop and think what a gob smack that is to the Jews  who are hearing 

this.  I mean the lie that they were constantly fal ling back on was 

that their rights and rituals conferred on them som e kind of 
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special status before God.  I mean once again, rule s, rights and 

rituals became the standard of value before God ins tead of simply 

believing.  And God repeatedly insisted that this i s a lie and the 

people repeatedly resisted that.  In fact, they gre w enraged at the 

thought that simple belief is what God viewed as ri ghteousness 

itself.  We see that in Jesus.  You know, when Jesu s first began 

his public ministry, he went to a congregation in h is hometown in 

Nazareth and there he told the Jews who were assemb led that God can 

and does miraculously intervene in the lives of non  Jews who simply 

place their faith in him.  This is what he said.  H e said:  " But in 

truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel  in the days of 

Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years a nd six months, 

and a great famine came over all the land, and Elij ah was sent to 

none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 

woman who was a widow.  And there were many lepers in Israel in the 

time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cl eansed but only 

Naaman the Syrian."   See, what Jesus is saying here, hey, you know 

there were lots and lots of Jewish widows who were struggling with 

the famine when God chose to bless this outsider, t his widow, this 

non Jewish widow from Sidon.  And he also said ther e were also lots 

of Israelites who had serious skin diseases that ca lled for healing 

and yet God chose to heal a non Jew from Assyria, s omeone named 

Naaman.  And the point being was your worthiness do es not depend on 

who your parents and your grandparents are or on wh at kind of rules 
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and regulations you follow but on whether or not yo u simply 

believed.  When Jesus said that, his fellow Jews er upted.  Luke 

4:28  says:  When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were 

fil led with wrath.  And they rose up and drove him out of the town 

and brought him to the brow of a hill on which thei r town was 

built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.   But passing 

through their midst, he went away.   

You know, why this was such a big deal?  I mean you  know why?  Who 

you are and what you did mattered so much to these people that they 

were willing to kill Jesus for simply declaring it.   It 's because 

we are always desperately trying to find a way to e arn what God has 

freely given us as a gift.  I mean the idea that yo ur righteousness 

would come from faith and not works, that's antithe tical to the way 

fallen human beings think.  And this is what Paul i s pounding on 

the Galatians for.  He goes on to say:  And the Scripture, 

foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by f aith, preached 

the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you s hall all the 

nations be blessed."  So then, those who are of fai th are blessed 

along with Abraham, the man of faith.   Paul is saying exactly what 

Jesus said.  And Jesus's congregation tried to thro w him off a 

cliff for saying it.  That's how desperately we wan t to claim that 

we can earn heaven itself by who we are and by what  we do.  And 

what God is saying over and over again is if you go  that route, you 

7



better be prepared to be absolutely flawless, becau se perfection 

alone will be the standard by which you will be jud ged.  This is 

what he says in Galatians 3:10:  For all who rely on the works of 

the law are under a curse; for it is written, "Curs ed be everyone 

who does not abide by all things written in the boo k of the law, 

and do them."   You want to get to heaven by who you are and what  

you do?  Fine.  Then do it all and do it all with a bsolute 

perfection because that's what the standard demands .  I mean after 

all God is perfect and he can require nothing less than perfection 

itself.  

And you know, this is not as far-fetched as it seem s.  In fact if 

you would ask your friends and your neighbors who a re not 

believers, "How do you get to heaven?"  I mean the vast majority 

are going to tell you, this is the ticket:  Try you r best.  Give it 

your best shot.  The only part they don't understan d is the 

perfection part.  That God's standard for earning h eaven is 

absolutely unattainable by any human effort.  You k now, all of us 

think that God somehow marks on a curve.  You know what a curve is.  

A curve is a scale that adapts itself to somebody's  ability to do 

it.  Human beings are convinced that God marks us m orally on a 

curve, but he doesn't.  I mean how many times have you heard 

someone say, "Well, I may not be the best but I'm n ot the worst."  

Or "I certainly hope that my good deeds are good en ough" or "I'm 
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going to try my best to lead a moral life and leave  the rest up to 

God."  Well, the problem is is when you approach Go d that way, what 

you're actually doing is you are insisting that God  judge you on 

your works, on your ability to do what the law or t he ten 

commandments tells you to do.  And the only passing  grade for 

someone demanding to be judged that way is one hund red percent.  

It's got to be flawless perfection.  

Now many of you have heard of this diagnostic test that you can use 

when you're chatting with your friends and neighbor s about whether 

or not they understand about how God judges us, and  you probably 

heard it before but it 's worth repeating.  I've use d it many, many 

times.  You know, you ask the person if you were to  be hit by a 

truck this afternoon and you found yourself before the gates of 

heaven speaking with St. Peter -- I don't know why but it 's always 

St. Peter and he's always standing before the pearl y gates.  He's 

got a clipboard, and he's asking a whole series of questions.  Let 

me just state for the record, that's not the case.  That's not the 

way this works.  But just if you want to say to the  folks he's got 

a clipboard and he's asking you, and he says to you , "Why do you 

think you are worthy to enter God's heaven?  What w ould you say?"  

Well, there's only three answers that you can give.   And number one 

is the one that almost everybody chooses, it 's:  "L ook at my 

record."  And this is where legions of folks who be lieve their good 
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works outweigh their bad works stake their eternal lives.  My guess 

is the vast majority would invite such an examinati on insisting 

that relatively speaking they've been as good as th e next person.  

But God doesn't judge on relative terms.  His judgm ent is based on 

the absolute state of his own character and the req uirement is 

absolute perfection.  Well, the second answer is mo re appropriate 

but it 's no less satisfying.  It's somebody saying,  "Well, I don't 

know, I wouldn't know what to say."  Well, here's w hat God says.  

This is Romans 3:19.  It says:  Now we know that whatever the law 

says it speaks to those who are under the law, so t hat every mouth 

may be stopped, and the whole world may be held acc ountable to God.  

For by works of the law no human being will be just ified in his 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin .   You see, what 

God is saying is that when you realize that the sta ndard that God 

is going to judge you and me by, when you realize i t's one of 

flawless perfection and absolute adherence to the l aw at every 

single stage from infancy through to old age, that God's perfection 

demanded that we perfectly adhere to every one of h is laws and that 

no one ever, except Jesus Christ, was ever able to do that, when 

you finally realize that, your mouth is going to be  stopped.  But 

by then it will be too late.  Remember, you're alre ady dead, you're 

talking to St. Peter outside the pearly gates.  Wel l, the third 

answer is the only one that counts.  It is to be ab le to say that 

your works would never, never make you worthy but t hat you placed 
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your faith in the worthiness of Jesus Christ.  And it is by faith 

in his sacrifice on your behalf that you are made r ighteous enough 

for heaven.  

You know, there have been many times when I've aske d people, "What 

would you do if you got hit by a truck this afterno on and found 

yourself standing before God?"  And it never fails,  they either say 

"Look at my record" or "I wouldn't know what to say ."  There's only 

a tiny, tiny fraction of folks who would say:  "Not hing to thy 

throne I bring; simply to thy cross I cling."  Answ ers one and two 

are disastrous.  And this is exactly what Paul is s aying in 

Galatians 3:11.  He says:  Now it is evident that no one is 

justified before God by the law, for "The righteous  shall live by 

faith."   Paul repeats the fact that no one will ever be ju stified 

before God by the law because no one outside of Jes us Christ will 

ever be able to live up to the law's demands perfec tly.  And the 

only way we can ever stand righteous before God is to simply trust 

in what God has done.  And look what Paul says God has done in 

Galatians 3:13.  It says:  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for us.  For it is written,  "Cursed is 

everyone who is hanged on a tree."   You know, the Jews of Abraham's 

day had no idea what crucifixion even was, I mean, it had not even 

yet been invented.  They did understand though the curse that was 

attributed to those who were executed.  Deuteronomy 21  says this:  
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"And if a man has committed a crime punishable by d eath and he is 

put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain 

all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the s ame day, for a 

hanged man is cursed by God."   Jesus Christ became God's curse for 

us.  You see, Jesus didn't go to the cross maintain ing an identity 

separate from the sin that he was paying for.  He d idn't go to the 

cross nobly shouldering the burdens of our sin.  He  went to the 

cross and became our sin.  The reason why he was un der God's curse 

is because God looked down on his only begotten Son  and he didn't 

see the flawless Son of God.  Instead he saw the cu rse that his Son 

had become.  God saw rape and murder and pornograph y and drug 

addiction and coveting and envy and gossip and any of a thousand 

other sins that his sheep were guilty of because Je sus had become 

sin itself.  2 Corinthians 5:21 :  For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become  the 

righteousness of God.   Paul connects Christ's sacrifice forward to 

us today but then he connects it backwards to Abrah am.  In verse 14 

he says:  So that in Christ Jesus, the blessing of Abraham mi ght 

come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit 

through faith.   You see, Paul goes back to Abraham, to the father  

of the Jewish faith and the simple trust that he pl aced in God.  

God told him that he would bear a son even though h e and Sarah were 

way, way beyond child-bearing age, I mean, Abraham was a hundred, 

Sarah was in her 90's, but Abraham was of the minds et that didn't 
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care what circumstance or biology seemed to dictate .  He was going 

to trust God regardless.  Romans 4:19  says:  He did not weaken in 

faith when he considered his own body, which was as  good as dead 

(since he was about a hundred years old), or when h e considered the 

barrenness of Sarah's womb.  No unbelief made him w aver concerning 

the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith  as he gave 

glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised.  That is why his faith was "counted to hi m as 

righteousness."  But the words "it was counted to h im" were not 

written for his sake alone, but for ours also.  It will be counted 

to us who believe in him who raised from the dead J esus our Lord, 

who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification.   

Now you may be thinking, this is altogether too eas y.  I mean I 

either work like crazy to observe all of these rule s and 

regulations knowing that if I get one even the slig htest bit wrong 

I am doomed, or I simply believe that the Bible's a n accurate 

depiction of who God is and I put my trust in him.  Is it really 

that simple?  Well, the answer to that is yes and n o.  Yes, faith 

is that simple; and no, mere belief and genuine fai th are not the 

same thing.  You know, believing in small governmen t and limited 

regulation may make you a Republican, but believing  that Jesus is 

God and that he died on the cross doesn't make you a Christian.  
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There is a huge difference between "belief" and "fa ith".  I mean 

the devil believes in Jesus.  I mean he knows he is  the Son of God, 

he knows that he died on the cross but his belief c ouldn't be 

further from the truth.  His belief is no where nea r even related 

to faith.  Even James acknowledges the difference w hen he says in 

James 2:19:   You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even th e 

demons believe -- and shudder!  Jesus knew full well what empty 

belief was.  He knew what it was like to be surroun ded by people 

who believed in him, who trusted in his name.  Thes e were people 

who had seen miracles, people who had actually been  fed by the 

loaves and the fishes.  These were people who belie ved and trusted 

in Jesus.  They just didn't have faith.  Listen to how Jesus puts 

it in John 2:23.  He says:  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they  saw the signs 

that he was doing.  But Jesus on his part did not e ntrust himself 

to them, because he knew all people.   See, Jesus knew exactly what 

the difference was between "belief" and "faith" and  even though he 

was surrounded by people who believed in him, who e ven trusted in 

his name, he knew not to trust them.  

So what is the difference between believing in some one or something 

and having saving faith?  Again, let me go back to another very old 

illustration because I think it's helpful.  A man w atches a 

tightroper -- tightrope walker pushing a wheelbarro w on a high wire 
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across Niagara Falls, and he observes his skills an d his ability 

and decides that he wants to promote this guy.  And  so he arranges 

a deal, he becomes his barker.  So he's the one who 's calling out 

to the passersby how incredible this tightrope walk er's skills are, 

and he tells people that walking a tightrope for hi m is like 

walking down the sidewalk for you and me because he  trusts in the 

tightrope walker.  He believes in the tightrope wal ker.  Now is 

there a difference between trusting and believing i n the tightrope 

walker and genuine faith in the tightrope walker?  Well, the 

tightrope walker decides that there's only one sure  way to increase 

demand among all the people that are gathered to wa tch them, and he 

says to the barker, "Why don't you jump in the whee lbarrow and let 

me push you over?"  This is the moment when the bar ker decides 

whether or not he has mere belief in the tightrope walker or 

genuine faith.  Do you see the difference?  

Genesis 15:6  says:  Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to 

him as righteousness.   You see, Abraham had his moment when he had 

to decide whether he would place his ultimate trust  in God.  God 

told him to take his beloved son Isaac up to Mount Moriah and offer 

him up as a sacrifice.  I think we all know the sto ry.  I mean 

Abraham takes Isaac, the son of promise, the one th at God gave him 

and Sarah when they knew that they were way, way, w ay beyond 

child-bearing age and Abraham takes Isaac up the mo untain convinced 
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that even if God has him sacrifice Isaac, he's goin g to give him 

back and resurrect him.  And so he and Isaac go up the mountain 

with all the preparations necessary to offer the sa crifice except 

for the sacrifice.  Genesis 22  says this:  And Isaac said to his 

father Abraham, "My father!"  And he said, "Here I am, my son."  He 

said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 

burnt offering?"  Abraham said, "God will provide f or himself the 

lamb for a burnt offering, my son."  So they went b oth of them 

together.  When they came to the place of which God  had told him, 

Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound 

Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son.  But the angel of the LORD called out to him f rom heaven and 

said, "Abraham, Abraham!"  And he said, "Here I am. "  He said, "Do 

not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him,  for now I know 

that you fear God, seeing that you have not withhel d your son, your 

only son, from me."  And Abraham lifted up his eyes  and looked, and 

behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket b y his horns.  

And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up  as a burnt 

offering instead of his son.   

You know, people complain about what they see as Go d's cruelty in 

making Abraham go through such an extreme sacrifice .  What they 

don't see is both Isaac and Abraham's absolute comm itment to 
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trusting God no matter what he asked.  See, faith w as their default 

drive.  I mean Isaac at this time was certainly old  enough and 

sturdy enough to withstand Abraham any time he woul d try to do 

something against him.  I mean Abraham was well ove r a hundred 

years old and he was not exactly in a position to o verpower his son 

who would have been a teenager at the time.  I mean , the picture 

here is one of absolute and complete trust on the p art of both 

father and son.  The son's willing to trust his fat her, the 

father's willing to trust God.  And God was willing  to put Abraham 

through all of this not for some sport or to satisf y some ego need 

on his part, but to grow Abraham in his faith.  I m ean God already 

knows the future.  I mean he knew precisely what Ab raham was going 

to do with regard to this extreme request of God.  The only one who 

didn't yet know by experience what he would do was Abraham, and 

that's why he put him through the test.  You see, A braham went up 

that mountain trusting God in theory.  He came back  down that 

mountain having trusted him in practice.  That's wh y God put him 

through it.  And that's why Paul says this of Abrah am, he says:  No 

unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of G od, but he grew 

strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that 

God was able to do what he had promised.  That is w hy his faith was 

"counted to him as righteousness."  But the words " it was counted 

to him" were not written for his sake alone, but fo r ours also.  It 

will be counted to us who believe in him who raised  from the dead 
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Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespa sses and raised 

for our justification.   

See, God says the righteousness that came by faith to Abraham is 

the very same righteousness that comes by faith to us.  And what an 

astounding choice we have.  I mean we can either at tempt to live 

perfectly under the law, obey every single one of t he ten 

commandments without ever coming up short, or we ca n simply place 

my faith and trust in the sacrifice that Christ has  made on my 

behalf.  Sounds like a no-brainer.  But there's a c atch.  How do I 

know if I 'm a person of genuine faith whose righteo usness has come 

from Christ or whether or not I'm one of those hang ers on, one of 

those groupies like Jesus contended with?  They bel ieved in Jesus.  

They trusted in Jesus.  They thought he was going t o be their meal 

ticket going forward.  And Jesus' response to them was unequivocal.  

He said:  Many believed in his name when they saw the signs t hat he 

was doing.  But Jesus on his part did not entrust h imself to them, 

because he knew all people.   Jesus even ups the ante when he says 

in Matthew 7:21:  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord,  Lord,' will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does t he will of my 

Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say  to me, 'Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast ou t demons in your 

name, and do many mighty works in your name?'  And then I will 

declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me,  you workers of 
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lawlessness.'"   

Do you realize how high the stakes are?  You see, t he evangelical 

church for years and years and years has bent over backwards 

telling folks, "Just ask Jesus into your heart and you're all set, 

you're saved."  Do you see how easy it is for folks  to confuse 

simple non saving belief such as the crowds had for  Jesus with the 

life changing, born again righteousness producing f aith such as 

Abraham had?  Well doesn't the Bible say:  If you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart God raised him 

from the dead you'll be saved.  For with the heart one believes and 

is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.   

That's right from the Bible.  You know, if I went t o a homeless 

shelter and I started passing out $20 bills to ever y single person 

who was willing to confess that Jesus is Lord, my g uess is I'd get 

a lot of takers.  Are they saved?  You see in essen ce this is 

basically what the church has proclaimed for years.   "Just raise 

your hands.  Just come forward.  Just say the sinne r's prayer.  

You're all set."  It 's the second part of that vers e that makes all 

the difference in the world.  It says:  If you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.   You see, it was a genuine 

heart belief that separated genuine believers from mere crowd 

followers in Jesus's day.  It's what separated Abra ham in his day 
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as well.  It is the bedrock belief that no matter w hat happens, I 

have thrown my lot in with Jesus Christ and his kin gdom.  I am 

jumping into the wheelbarrow.  I believe and I am p repared to act 

on that belief.  This is not the same as simply agr eeing that Jesus 

is God and that he lived a perfect life and that he  died on the 

cross to pay the price of my sins.  As James points  out, the devil 

believes every one of those propositions and he shu dders at all of 

them.  Merely believing this saves no one.  My grea test fear as a 

preacher, as somebody who's going to stand before G od and give an 

account is that many evangelical Christians are sim ply going on 

mere belief thinking it's the same as saving faith,  and it's not.  

And I would personally much rather have you fearing  for your own 

salvation and the genuineness of your faith than co nfidently 

strolling into the presence of God only to hear him  say, "I never 

knew you.  Depart from me, you workers of lawlessne ss."  And it was 

the apostle Paul who said:  Examine yourselves, to see whether you 

are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Or do you not realize this 

about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? -- u nless indeed you 

fail to meet the test!   

So how do I know if Jesus is in me?  How do I know if I believed 

not just with my mind but with my heart?  Well, we started out this 

message with a series of questions that Paul asked of the 

Galatians.  Let me ask some questions of us.  First  question is 
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very simple:  Who do you love?  Who do you love?  I 'm not saying 

who do you get an emotional response from, who give s you warm 

fuzzies, I'm asking you to ask yourself who do you love and also 

you could add this question to kind of further defi ne it:  What 

matters most to me in this life?  Who do you think mattered most to 

Abraham?  I mean when he held out that knife prepar ed to take the 

life of his beloved son, Abraham was demonstrating the genuine 

faith that is all in for God and his kingdom.  And Abraham was by 

no means a perfect person, he sinned and he sinned sometimes 

greatly, and yet God is telling us he's pointing us  to him as the 

chief example of faith that produces the righteousn ess necessary 

for God.  And you know, if we look in the New Testa ment, we see 

very, very few examples of genuine faith, but one t hat stands out 

in particular is of a man who was hated by the Jews .  He was a 

Roman centurion.  And he approached Jesus telling h im that his 

servant is paralyzed and suffering greatly.  And Je sus said he's 

going to come and heal him.  The centurion says in Matthew 8:8, he 

says:  "Lord, I'm not worthy to have you come under my roo f, but 

only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I too am I 

man under authority, with soldiers under me.  And I  say to one, 

'Go,' and he goes and another, 'Come,' and he comes , and to my 

servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  When Jesus he ard this, he 

marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly  I tell you, 

with no one in Israel have I found such faith."   You see, the 
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centurion's faith caused him to act as if, as if Je sus and his 

kingdom were absolute truth and Jesus merely speaki ng that truth 

was all that was necessary for him.  Another questi on:  Is that how 

you see Jesus and his kingdom?  Do you love him eno ugh to trust him 

with the lives of your children like Abraham did?  Do you trust him 

enough to need only a word from Jesus to know that your servant's 

been healed like the centurion?  You see, Paul aske d the Galatians 

six questions.  Can you ask yourself three critical  questions that 

apply to genuine faith?  These are things that I wa nt you to be 

thinking out a lot.  

First, let me just ask for the second time:  Who do  I really, 

really love?  I mean is Christ my habit?  Is he my hobby?  Or is he 

my passion?  And second:  What matters most to me i n this life?  Is 

it my comfort?  Is it my career?  Or is it my King?   And third:  

Who have I thrown my lot in with?  Is it the world or the kingdom 

of God?  You see, these are critical questions that  demand answers.  

And the answer to any question that comes from a pl ace of non 

saving belief like the crowds have, belief that was  just in theory, 

never in practice, is not "no."  No, the answer is,  "whatever."  

It's indifference.  It 's the only thing that Jesus Christ called 

vomitus and it's the one thing that should keep us terrified but it 

never will if we have it.  Again, it 's indifference .  "I'm good."  

"It's okay."  Jesus said:  "Because you are lukewarm, I will spit 

22



you out of my mouth."   See, the ones who Christ said he never knew 

never cared enough to even ask these questions in t he first place.  

And that's one of the amazing things about this kin d of transaction 

that takes place in your life.  Those who are utter ly lost could 

care less.  These words go right over their heads, right in one ear 

and out the other.  It makes no difference whatsoev er what I'm 

saying.  "Hey, man, that's good for you."  

See, Paul is wrestling with the Galatian church bec ause they have 

bought the lie of the gospel plus.  I don't think t hat's our 

problem.  We in the 21st century wrestle with the g ospel minus.  

It's belief minus the commitment to believe what ge nuine faith 

consists of.  Galatians 3:13  says:  Christ redeemed us from the 

curse of the law by becoming a curse for us -- for it is written, 

"Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" -- so that in Christ 

Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gen tiles, so that 

we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.   

And so my fourth question is the most critical.  An d it's very 

simple, it's:  Have you received the promised Spiri t through faith?  

Romans 10  says:  If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved.  For with the heart one believes and  is justified, 

and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.   My final question:  
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Does your heart believe the gospel?  Let's pray.  

Father, I just come before you this morning, I know  this is 

difficult stuff, and I know numerous times when I r eally looked 

into the book of Galatians I said to myself, "Yikes , why did I ever 

do this?"  There's a lot of bad news in this letter  because this is 

a church that has lost its way.  And Lord, I think there are many, 

many words that are here that are addressed to a ch urch right here 

today that has lost its way.  And Lord, I have no i dea to whom you 

are directing these particular thoughts, but my pra yer today is 

that if you are touching somebody who has never eve n given thought 

to whether or not his faith is real, who has never even wrestled 

with the idea of am I willing to jump into the whee lbarrow or not, 

I pray that you would give them no peace.  Lord, I pray that you 

would give them just an unease that doesn't stop un til they 

recognize the importance of faith that is genuine, being faith that 

comes from the heart.  And I pray this in Jesus' na me.  Amen.  
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