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The resurrected King is resurrecting me. That is both an objective and subjective 
statement. Objective is that the King has risen, the grave is empty, and Jesus is alive. That
is objective truth. The subjective side is: have you been raised as well? You see, today's 
message is going to challenge us to go beyond the objective, to go beyond the history 
books, to go beyond the accepted received facts and to make what is objective a personal 
reality in our lives. Let's pray today that the objective will become subjective.

Let's pray.

Lord, as we come to this time where we will be challenged by your word, God, I pray 
that you would take all the competing voices, all of the ideas and philosophies that this 
world throws at us, and somehow as only you can do, supernaturally silence them in this 
moment. Lord, as we declare that the resurrected King has resurrected us, God, I pray 
that as we walk out of here in a few moments, that will become or will be a truth and a 
reality in our lives. Somehow, some way, God, today would you do a transforming work 
in our lives? Take that which is true, take that which is objective, take that which is fact 
and, Lord, may we receive it, may we believe on it, and may it transform us, may it 
change us today from the inside out so that we can declare that the resurrected King is 
resurrecting me. It is the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 5. As 
you're turning to John 5, you and I together today have gathered because the tomb is 
empty. Now, I want you to think about that for just a moment. 2,000 years ago, a rogue 
rabbi by the name of Jesus of Nazareth was placed upon a cross, breathed his last breath, 
was put in a borrowed tomb and three days later the tomb was empty and the angels 
declared, "Why do you seek the living among the dead?" That is why you've gathered this
morning. In fact, I'm going to be very transparent with you: if the tomb is not empty, if 
Jesus is not alive, then our being in this place today is an absolute futile waste of time. 
We've gathered today because of a risen Savior. We've gathered today because of an 
empty tomb. 

And as you go throughout Scripture, you will discover that the witnesses to the 
resurrection were numerous. In fact, 1 Corinthians 15 says that according to the 
Scriptures Jesus died, he was buried and he rose again according to the Scriptures, and 
then there it says that upwards of 500 people witnessed his resurrection. Now, I want you 
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to think about that in today's context. We can't get two or three people today to agree on 
anything, much less 500. From a secular perspective, a man by the name of Josephus, a 
Jewish historian, claims in his book "Antiquities" that upwards of 10,000 people claim 
that they saw the risen Jesus. The Bible testifies to 500, the secular world to multiple 
thousands and today we're going to see a single, solitary witness to the person of Jesus 
himself and we're going to discover it is Jesus himself.

In John 5, we are two years before the death of Jesus Christ. We are two years before the 
eventual resurrection and the empty tomb of Jesus Christ and there is a group of skeptics, 
there is a group of people who have gathered around and they're upset with Jesus and 
marvel at this at why they're upset. There was a man, we studied him last week, he was at
the pool of Bethesda, which means the place or the house of mercy, he's been there for 38
years. Don't you know that everybody knew who he was? They had seen him on frequent 
occasions and yet he meets Jesus, he interacts with Jesus, and the next thing you know 
this man who's been sick for 38 years is able to walk and to skip and to run and they're 
upset not that Jesus healed him but in their opinion he did it on the wrong day. You talk 
about misplaced priorities and they're frustrated and they say, "Who do you think you 
are?" Not only are they upset that he healed this man on the "Sabbath day," but they're 
more upset because he is witnessing, he is testifying that he is God in flesh.

Today we pick it up in John 5, beginning in verse 18. It says,

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only 
had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making 
himself equal with God. 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what
he sees the Father do: for what things soever he does, these also does the 
Son likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all things 
that himself does: and he will show him greater works than these, that you 
may marvel. 21 For as the Father raised up the dead, and quickens them; 
even so the Son quickens whom he will. [Listen to verse 22] 22 For the 
Father judged no man, but has committed all judgment unto the Son: 23 
That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He 
that honours not the Son honours not the Father which hath sent him. 24 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believes on him 
that sent me, has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life. 25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God: and they that hear shall live. 26 For as the Father has life in 
himself; so has he given to the Son to have life in himself; 27 And has 
given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of 
man.

As I mentioned, two years before the cross event, two years before what we know as the 
empty tomb, when asked for a witness, when asked for a testimony of who he thinks he 
is, what does Jesus do? He testifies of himself. He witnesses of himself and what he does 
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is he testifies to two truths that we need to grab a hold of today. The first one is an 
understanding of his relationship with the Father; the second one is how are we to 
respond to him in light of that relationship.

So let's begin with the relationship. It starts in verse 18 when they begin to chastise him 
and they begin to ridicule him for who he claims he is, and then in verse 19, he begins to 
expound in his own words who he is, how he's related to God and the works that he not 
only is doing but is going to do in the days ahead. But to understand this relationship that 
Jesus is testifying of his relationship to the Father, the first question we have to ask and it 
sounds somewhat rhetorical but it's not, we have to ask this question: who is Jesus? Who 
is he? You see, that's an important question today because even in Jesus' day people were 
confused about this. Is he just a good teacher? Is he a prophet? Is he a miracle worker? Is 
he a charlatan? Is he a fake? What is he? And today, if you ask 1,000 people, you'll get 
1,000 different opinions on who Jesus is and was. But definitively in this passage Jesus 
says, "Do you want to know who I am? I am God." 2 Timothy 3:16 it makes this 
statement, "for this is a great mystery, that God was manifested in the flesh." John 1:1 
says, "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and," what? "The 
Word was God." Jesus is testifying that he is not one among many, he is not better or less
comparatively, but that he is God in the flesh.

You know, there is this one verse over in the book of Acts 20 that really just resonates 
with me. It's found in chapter 20, verse 28, and there in the book of Acts the Apostle Paul
is encouraging the people of God, the pastors, the elders, the deacons, those that are 
serving in the church to serve as they should serve. It talks about the preciousness and the
beauty of the church of Jesus Christ and it says there in verse 28 of Acts 20 that the 
church is that which God, listen to this, "he bought with his own blood." Did you know 
that the church of Jesus Christ is the only thing that God shed his blood for? And yet it 
says, "his own blood." You see, that is significant when we talk about this, the identity of 
who Jesus is. In fact, in 21st century language, we would say that they have the same 
DNA. That is why in John 3:16 it says, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son," literally of one gene, identical, God in flesh. And here in this passage of 
Scripture, they're upset because he said he was the Son, that God was his Father.

You know, it's interesting, some years ago I had the privilege, a group called me and they
asked a very strange request of a Baptist preacher. They said, "Sir, down at the middle 
school down the road, we're fixing to have career day and we want you to speak about 
careers." I thought, "That's strange," because then they went on to explain that I couldn't 
speak openly about my Christian faith, I couldn't address about being a pastor in specific. 
I said, "Then what do you want a Baptist preacher to talk about on career day?" They 
said, "We want you to discuss the value of education and where education can take you 
versus non-education." I said, "I've got that covered. That's easy." 

So I walked into the room and there was about 500 sixth graders staring at me. That's 
kind of an uncomfortable position to begin with, but nonetheless I'm there and I don't 
know if it's my own personal background, I don't know if it was the Spirit of God 
speaking in and through me, but I went down this road and so here it is. I asked those 
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young people, I said, "How many of you believe that one day you are going to get a 
paycheck for being a professional athlete? Raise your hand." Did you know that every 
one of them raised their hand? Every one of them did. They all said, "Oh, that's me." I 
said, "Fine. That's fine." I said, "Put your hands down." 

So then I went down two rows with the them, I said, "First off, let me share with you the 
statistical lack of possibility that that's going to happen." And I talked about different 
sports. I talked about football, I talked about women's sand volleyball, I mean, I talked 
about everything possible and I shared with them the statistical minority of people who 
have the privilege of receiving a paycheck to play a sporting event. Then I took it a step 
further, I said, "It's more than just the statistics, it's more than just the few numbers that 
get that privilege." I said, "Did you know that in the studies of professional athletes, one 
of the greatest common denominators of professional athletes, it doesn't matter if it's men,
women, whatever the sport is, that they had a parent, a grandparent, an uncle, a relative, 
listen, somebody with their DNA who played sports at a very high competitive level." 
Think about that. There are professional basketball players today whose dads were 
professional tennis players and how many times have you seen a professional football 
player who had an uncle or a dad that played professional baseball and vice-versa? And 
now, I understand there are professional athletes who have children that don't play 
professional sports. I get that, and there are professional athletes who had nobody in their 
family who played at the professional level, but if you begin to study those who have 
been compensated for their athletic ability, it is an eerie study of how many of them have 
relatives, people who share their DNA who also played at a very competitive level.

So I asked these same young people, I said, "Statistically speaking, a very small, if any, 
number of you will ever play professional sports." I said, "Additionally, if you have not 
had a parent, a grandparent, an aunt, an uncle, a cousin, or somebody who you share 
DNA with that has competed at that or a near level of that, then don't expect it to happen 
in your life. Let me ask you again, how many of you think that one day for your career 
you're going to get paid to play sports?" They all raised their hand again.

We are that oblivious to the truth and yet here Jesus says, "God is my Father. We share 
the same in our vernacular, we share the same blood, the same DNA." Allow me to 
illustrate even more clearly. I know for some of you this is going to be absolutely 
shocking, mind-blowing and we have a medical team here to pick you up if you faint on 
this. Are you ready? My parents aren't tall. "Oh, you had giants in your home." No. Some
of you say, "Maybe you were just the runt of the litter." No. 

Let me tell you one of my greatest joys in life. I love visiting my parents in their house. 
You say, "Well, why is that?" Well, number one, their house has everything lower to my 
size. Number two, I'm the tallest person in my family. Isn't that frightening? I'm the 
tallest and so when I go and visit my parents, I love hearing my mom or dad say, "Hey, 
Jeff, could you reach this in the cabinet? We're too short." I never hear that anywhere 
else. But why are we not shocked, why are we laughing about this? Because when you 
see those of lack of physical stature, it doesn't shock us that it continues and what Jesus is
communicating is, "I am of the same substance as my Father."
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Now, I do want to share with you a very selfish dream that I have. I am praying that it 
happens and if the Lord sees fit, it will be great, if not, nothing I can do about it. I have 
one of these dreams, having three boys who all enjoy sports, I don't know what their size 
is going to be and I don't know what their ability to compete is going to be and that's 
between them and God, however, one of my selfish ambitions is I want all of the 
recessive genes to kick in in one of them. What I mean by that is I want one of them to 
show up like 6'5" 280, and I want them to be a stud star athlete and the newspaper comes 
to our house and interviews and says, "We want to talk to the dad." I say, "Here I am." 
And they look at me and say, "No, no, no, no, we want to talk to the dad. Who is the dad 
of this boy?"

You see, the recessive genes can kick in but we have to be honest and that's what Jesus is 
communicating. He says, "I and the Father are one," and what is significant for you and I 
is what we see and when we talk about who Jesus is, he is God manifested in the flesh. 
Who we know God to be is necessarily who Jesus is telling these guys he is, not just in 
their life but in ours.

It begs a second question: so how do we know? How do we know that Jesus is telling the 
truth? How do we know that he really is of the same substance of the Father? It's really 
interesting in this passage, in verse 20 it says, "For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all things that he himself does and he will show him greater works than these that 
you may marvel." In other words, what Jesus is testifying of himself, he says, "If you 
don't believe I'm God, if you don't believe I'm really who I say I am, then just check me 
against God himself. Look at what God does and see that not only do I do the same but I 
even do greater things."

Now, you think about who God is pictured of in Scripture, he's pictured as a Creator, is 
he not? "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." And what do we see 
Jesus do? We see Jesus taking arms that are not of complete length and making them so. 
We see Jesus taking eyes that cannot see and make them to see. We see Jesus doing God-
type things all throughout his ministry, after all, it was God who established the waters, it
was God who set the firmament and it was God in flesh, Jesus, who walked across the 
waters. And what we see, we say, "How do we know this is true?" Because his behavior, 
his means of doing life, looks just like who we know God to be in Scripture.

I don't know if this happens in your house and at least in my house, it particularly 
happens to me because even though I've been married over 20 years, I don't have the guts
to say what I'm about to share with you is said to me at times in my home. But there is an 
occasion and by the way, this is going to shock some of you. I know I'm a pastor of a 
church. Did you know that my kids aren't perfect? Did you know that? Shocking 
revelation but my kids are not perfect and I've told them that to their face so don't worry, 
that's no deep dark secret. Don't go to one of my three boys and say, "Your dad says 
you're not perfect." They know. I tell them all the time they're not perfect, okay?
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But with that being said, there are times where I'm met at the back door by my wife, there
are times that I receive a phone call from my wife and here's what I am voiced to. Here it 
is, "Do you know what your son did?" I'm thinking, "Whoa, whoa, whoa, this is our son."
She goes, "No, no, no, this is your son." What she is saying is the behavior, the 
mannerisms, the words, just like what you have or would do. We cannot escape the 
reality that in the physical world our children, our grandchildren, those who we are 
related to, they naturally don't just look like but they act like us and they behave like us 
and they speak like us and what does Jesus say? "If you question who I am, just watch 
what I do, for everything I do looks just like what God has done all throughout time in 
Scripture."

Then he ramps it up just a little bit. In fact, you'll notice in verse 21 he says, "For as the 
Father raises up the dead and he quickens them." I mean, Jesus really does throw the 
proverbial line in the sand here. He says, "Okay, if you're not impressed with multiplying 
food, if you're not impressed with walking on water, if you're not impressed with healing 
the lame and the blind and the maimed, I'll tell you what, how about raising somebody 
from the dead?" 

You know, the Gospel of Luke, though inspired by the Holy Spirit, the instrument of 
which God gave us to give us the 24 chapters of the Gospel of Luke, according to 
Colossians 4:14, is a medical doctor which I find fascinating because in two chapters, in 
Luke 7 and in Luke 8, a medical doctor being inspired by God gives us two accounts in 
two chapters of two people being raised from the dead. You know, it blew his medical 
mind when he saw it happen.

Chapter 7, we have a widow whose husband has passed, whose son has now died. She 
has no economic security. She has no relational security. She cries out to Jesus and what 
happens? Her son is raised from the dead.

In chapter 8, there's a man by the name of Jairus whose daughter has fallen ill. The 
community is mocking and laughing and ridiculing Jesus but by the time he comes out, 
that little girl is alive again.

And the ultimate story in John 11, we'll get there in a few weeks, we have a man who we 
know as Lazarus, a man who has been dead for four days. You say, "Well, why is it so 
significant that it's four days?" Because when you've been dead four days, you're really 
dead. I know some of you are thinking, "Well, aren't you like really dead four minutes 
after you're dead?" Well, yes, but how many of you have ever heard somebody speak of a
funeral service where they said, "We're going to go to the wake"? You understand that 
comes in history from the plague of years ago when people were suffering an ill of the 
plague, they didn't know if they'd actually died or not so they would sit there and watch 
them to see if they "woke up." But can we all testify, once you get to day four, yeah, 
you're really dead? In Jewish tradition, you're really dead. In medical terms, you're really 
dead. Even in Gentile tradition, you're really dead. 
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And Jesus comes to the sisters of Lazarus and says he's going to raise him from the dead 
and as only the sister of a brother could say, "Lord, he stinks." Now, I can testify. I've got
three boys in my house and when they're alive they stink, can you imagine how bad 
they'll stink when they're dead? I mean, she said, "Behold, he stinks, God." And Jesus 
goes to that tomb after four days of no oxygen, after four days of no heartbeat, after four 
days of no signals from the brain, after four days of decomposition settling in, Jesus says,
"Lazarus, come forth." 

Now, we'll talk about that passage more in detail in a couple of weeks but have you ever 
thought about what if Jesus hadn't used his name? What would have happened if Jesus 
had just said, "Come forth"? I'll tell you what would happen, every grave on the hillside 
would have emptied out right there and that's what Jesus is saying. He says, "If you don't 
believe the works of healing, if you don't believe the works of multiplication, the very 
fact that God alone gives life, takes life and can raise up life, and I do that as well."

So when we look at this relationship that Jesus claims to have with the Father, we know 
who he is, he's identical with the Father. He is the only begotten of the Father. How do 
we know this is true? The things he does, the authority he possesses. The dead have been 
raised. But then the next question is: when? When is this realized? When does this 
become something that is revealed and understood in our lives?

I want you to notice the last statement in verse 21, "even so, the Son quickens whom he 
will." And later on beginning in verse 24, it talks about hearing the word of God and 
responding to the word of God.

Earlier we discussed kind of this walking in tandem, this dance between the objective and
the subjective and so many times as humanity, we just want to relegate Jesus to a 
footnote in a history book and we never want to transfer that to our own personal lives to 
which Jesus then turns the table on us and says he raises people from the dead and then it 
says, "and he will raise us as well." Those who hear and those who call upon him. 

You know, 1 Corinthians 2 says those that are lost in their sin, those who have rejected 
the person of Jesus, they are spiritually blind and they just can't and don't get it, but here 
he says he raises those that listen. He raises those that believe. And let me share with you 
what happens. When you come to an understanding in your life, when you grasp the 
reality that you're not perfect, when you grasp that you have sinned, you have messed up, 
you've gone contrary to the will and ways of God in your life and you call on Jesus to 
save you, do you know what he does? He forgives you and according to Scripture he 
raises you. He raises you from the dead because according to Ephesians 2:1, you're a 
walking dead man apart from Jesus. He seats you in the heavenlies, he gives you what the
Scripture says, everlasting life, he raises you from the dead and look at verse 22, and you,
my friend, are going to stand before him one day.

Now, that's where this whole relationship thing gets turned on its head because Jesus 
says, "I am of the Father. I am connected to him. I do the works of my Father." Then look
at verse 22, "my Father judges no man but has given all judgment to the Son." If you 
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have not already in your life, I want to encourage you to read the last book of the Bible, 
particularly the last couple of chapters. When you get to chapter 20 of the book of 
Revelation, there is in verse 10 a fulfillment of a passage over in 2 Peter 3 that says there 
is a day coming that with a fervent heat, that all the elements of the universe are going to 
be melted away. Now, I know what the media tells you and I know what the scientists tell
you and I know what people a lot smarter than I say. They talk about meteors and this 
and that. The Bible is very clear: one day this is all going to vaporize and it's going to do 
so at the command of God himself.

When you get to Revelation 20:10 it says that at the sight of his face, all of the elements 
are melted but listen to this: but he, being Jesus, is seated on his throne. In other words, 
with all of the objective information, with all of the facts of who he is, what he is made of
and what he has done, you subjectively one day will stand before him. Nobody can stand 
in your place. You can't stand on somebody else's place. You will stand, in fact, the Bible
says all must die and face the judgment. All judgment has been left to Jesus.

You see, when Jesus is communicating with the skeptics and his critics, he answers their 
question about how he's related to the Father but then he turns the tables and says, "And 
unless you have a proper relationship with me, that's going to be a very bad day for you." 
Because they doubted him. They questioned him. They said, "Surely you can't be who 
you say you are." He says, "Well, you're going to find out because one day when you 
breathe your last breath, I will be the one seated on the throne."

That's how we understand the relationship. What we now have to internalize or 
personalize is so knowing all this, how do we respond to it? How do you and I respond to
the relationship that Jesus testifies of himself to the Father? 

Well, the first question we have to ask ourselves is this: who needs to respond. Notice 
what it says there that all judgment, all will stand before him. The last time I checked, the
word "all" means "all," which means that everybody needs to respond to Jesus. 2 Peter 
3:9 says that God is not like man. He's longsuffering. In other words, he gives people a 
lot more grace than we do. Listen, not willing that any should perish. Notice how many 
times in this passage you read a personal pronoun: unto him or unto he that hears and he 
that believes. And that's not gender exclusive, that's just a personal pronoun there. So we 
say, "Well, who needs to respond to this information? Who needs to respond to the 
person of Jesus?" Every single one of us needs to respond. 

Maybe the more important question is this: so how do we do it? Notice verse 24, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He," that's that personal pronoun, "that hears my word, and 
believes on him that sent me, has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life." It says, in other words, the way in which we are 
forgiven, the way in which we are put in a proper relationship with him, is that we 
actually have to hear his word and respond appropriately and believe on it and then we 
have everlasting life, not condemnation.
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Now, some years ago, I found myself pretty much like many of you listening to my 
voice. I was a college student. I was part of an organization that we collectively call a 
fraternity. Roughly give or take around 100 guys, a part of our organization, and five of 
us all had the first name Jeff. Five of us and any time you'd be in a situation whether 
you're on an athletic field, in a meeting, just at a casual lunch, any time somebody would 
holler out, "Jeff," five heads would turn and it got real old real quick. So what happened 
is among our group, is they made a decision to call us all by our last names. So I was no 
longer called Jeff, I was called Meyers. Another guy was called Holly, another guy was 
called Benoit. Whatever our last name was, that is who we would be called by in every 
situation in every setting and it was that way for two years. 

And then I met my now wife, Tracy, who when she began to interact with my friends, 
when she began to go to these activities and endeavors, when she was there at the field or
when she was there at a formal event, whatever it is, every person that interacted and 
interceded in my life referred to me as Meyers. And one of the things that she would 
testify to you today is that if we are in a busy situation, we can be down at the stadium, 
we can be at the busiest Walmart we've got in town, we can be alone in the house, it 
doesn't matter, but half the time when she says, "Jeff," I just ignore her because Jeff is not
what I'm listening to. And I've had situations where people come, "Hey, pastor. Hey, 
pastor." And I'm oblivious and, forgive me, I promise the problem is me, not you. I'm not 
ignoring you but in the middle of a football game, in the middle of a busy store, when I 
hear my wife holler, "Meyers!" it's like a squirrel to a dog. I got this. I can hear her voice 
not because of the volume, I hear the specifics of her voice because she is calling me 
differently than everyone else calls me. 

Notice what it says here in verse 24, he who hears what? The latest opinion? The latest 
fad? The latest poll? No, he who hears my word. And when we allow the word of God 
and the voice of God to speak into our lives and allow it to rise above all the other voices,
that is how we respond. But let's be honest, the other voices are loud. The voices of our 
friends are loud. The voices of our co-workers are loud. The voices of our family are 
loud. The voices of the media is loud. The voices of tv. Can I just be honest, the voices of
social media are so loud. Yet in Isaiah 30, God makes this statement, he says, "When I 
whisper in your ear, move to the right, I need you to go to the right. When I whisper, go 
to the left, I need you to go to the left." And years ago a famous song was written that 
said, "You're looking for lightning, you're listening for thunder, while God is quietly 
whispering in your ear." How do we respond? We allow the word of God to rise above all
other communication and what do we do? We receive it and we believe it. So when, 
when do we respond?

You know, 2 Corinthians 6:2 says today is the day of salvation. You know, I think one of 
the biggest mistakes that humanity makes in a situation or time like this is to say, "Do 
you know what? I understand the importance of Jesus and I realize that I've messed up, I 
get all that, but you know, I've got some stuff I need to do. I've got some things I need to 
clear up. There are some things here I'd like to take care of and when the time is right..." 
Or how many times have you heard this, "When things slow down." Hey, I've read the 
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book of Daniel 10, it's not going to slow down. It's only going to speed up and the Bible 
says it's not yesterday, it's not tomorrow, that today is the day of salvation. 

The resurrected King, has he resurrected you? You see, Jesus is more than just a footnote 
in a history book, he is the one who came and lived and bled and died and rose so you 
could be forgiven and you could be saved and one day you're going to stand before him 
face-to-face. Let me ask you a very honest question: is that going to be a good day or is 
that going to be a bad day?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, it doesn't matter if 
you're in church for the first time or the thousandth time, it doesn't matter if you're young,
it doesn't matter if you're what we might call a little more mature, but if you're here on 
this day and you realize that Jesus needs to be more than just objective truth, that he 
needs to be a part of your life, let me encourage you today, I've got great news for you. 
You don't need to go through a series of classes or religious gatherings, you don't have to 
check off boxes, cross "t's" dot "i's," you just need to have a very serious sincere 
conversation with God. You don't have to say it out loud, you don't even have to say the 
same words I would say, but maybe your conversation would go a little something like 
this. "God, today I just want to admit what you already know about me. I'm the problem. 
I'm the mess and I realize that Jesus loved me so much that in spite of my sin, in spite of 
my problems, and in spite of my mess, that he came on behalf anyway. He loved me so 
much that he was willing to live on my behalf, die on my behalf, and raise from the dead 
so that I could be raised as well. And God, today I come and I don't know all the answers 
to all the world's problems but I do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. In 
the best way I know how, I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me and I 
want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe that was your conversation 
with God today. If you had that conversation with God, we would love to have a 
conversation with you and just hear what God is doing in your life. Or maybe that's a 
conversation that's already taken place. Maybe you're already a believer and you're 
struggling with some things and you need to take the next step forward or maybe you 
need to step back from some things, we just want to have a conversation with you. We 
just want to say, "How can we celebrate what God not only wants to do and desires to do,
but hopefully is doing in your life?" So as we enter into this time of response, we just 
want to celebrate what God is doing in your life.

Lord, as we come to this time of decision, as we come to this time of invitation, Lord, we 
know you've spoken through your word to our hearts. Lord, we know that you've done 
spiritual surgery on us this morning, you've showed us who we really are no matter what 
the world may think of us. But in spite of who we are, in spite of the reality of what's on 
the inside, Lord, we celebrate that your unconditional love and mercy and grace, you 
still desire to forgive and you still desire to move in our life. So help us, God, not to listen
to the other voices but just to listen to yours. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.
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I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.

"Are you hurting and broken within
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin
Jesus is calling
Have you come to the end of yourself
Do you thirst for a drink from the well
Jesus is calling.

"O come to the altar
The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with
The precious blood of Jesus Christ."

In just a moment we're going to continue with our time of invitation. Maybe you're that 
person today saying, "Do you know what? Wow, I should have come up there. I need to 
talk with somebody. I need to pray with somebody." Well, that time is not over, the only 
difference is instead of standing, in just a moment we're going to be seated and we're 
going to have the opportunity to respond by the giving of our tithes and our offerings, an 
act of worship to continue here in our worship service. But if you're that person that 
needs to talk with somebody or pray with somebody, I'm still going to be up here at the 
front. There is still the opportunity to come, to share, to talk, whatever it may be. This 
opportunity to respond is not over. We're just kind of mid-stream, about half-time, so to 
speak, so we want to encourage you as we give, if there's a decision we want to 
encourage you to respond as well. I'm going to ask Scott to come and offer our offertory 
prayer. I'll still be here at the front.

Scott: Pray with me, please. Our Father, today is one of those days where I just don't 
know what to say. I'm awed and humbled by the fact that 2,000 years or so ago you saw 
me, you knew my name, and you chose to go to the cross for me. Lord God, I just thank 
you for that and I pray that there wouldn't be a soul in here today that would leave here 
without knowing the relationship they need to have with you and experiencing that 
relationship. Lord, please bless these tithes and offerings that we're about to give and 
just pray that you would bless the giver but more than anything, Lord, glorify your 
kingdom through them. It's in the precious name and the name above all names, Jesus, 
that we pray. Amen.

"Are you hurting and broken within
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin
Jesus is calling
Have you come to the end of yourself
Do you thirst for a drink from the well
Jesus is calling.
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"O come to the altar
The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with
The precious blood of Jesus Christ.

"Leave behind your regrets and mistakes
Come today there's no reason to wait
Jesus is calling
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy
From the ashes a new life is born
Jesus is calling.

"O come to the altar
The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with
The precious blood of Jesus Christ."

Scott: Thank you so much for being here today. It's just been an awesome privilege to be 
able to worship together and just to fellowship, to learn together. The day is not over. I 
trust that you have a place to go for Sunday school, a Bible study class, a small group. 
We would love to guide you to that class if you don't have a place to go. We've got some 
folks over here that want to help you find the guest reception if you're a guest of our 
fellowship. Please feel free to come by and meet Pastor Jeff and some of our team 
members and learn a little bit more about our church. That would be a privilege for us to 
be able to do that.

Let me share with you that next Sunday, Memorial Day weekend, will be a very special 
service as we gather to have the Lord's Supper together. Jeff will be sharing in the sermon
about the ultimate sacrifice and the fact that Christ gave his life for you, for me, and we 
will celebrate what he has done and remember what he has done by sharing the Lord's 
Supper together. So be sure and be here next Sunday. It will be a very special time. Even 
though it's a holiday weekend, I encourage you to be here for worship. Let's stand 
together and be dismissed.

Father, we love you. Thank you for loving us. Thank you for your grace and mercy. 
Thank you for the privilege of relationship with you. And as we move through this 
community throughout this next week, Father, it's our prayer that you would empower us 
with your Spirit to share the good news of Christ with people we meet. Use us for your 
glory, Father. May we be totally obedient to you. In Christ's name. Amen.
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