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Humor in the Bible

“It is only believers in the Fall of Man who can appreciate how funny men are.”
Malcolm Muggeridge, British author and commentator (1903-1990)

It was the same man who reported on the National Council of Churches that, “They agreed on
almost everything because they believed almost nothing.”

One time as I was making a read through the Bible I kept a notepad handy and wrote down the
references that struck me as being “funny.” Now I am using the word funny in the sense of irony
[subtle, usually the opposite of the intended meaning of the words].

The Bible is serious and I do not intend to trivialize the message of a passage by pointing out the
humor in it. But the Lord brings out the humor or irony in these situations.

What is the philosophy of humor?

What is it that causes us to laugh?
What is “funny”?

Embarrassment of someone else.
Injury to someone else.
An unexpected outcome.
An incongruity.

From Professor Wisedumb:

A sense of humor is what makes you laugh at something;
which would make you mad if it happened to you.

The sum of the intelligence on the planet is a constant;
the population is growing.

Eat a live toad the first thing in the morning
and nothing worse will happen to you all day.

There are some things, which are impossible to know;
but it is impossible to know these things.

Now let’s go to the Bible for some “humor”.
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Psalm 2:1-5
Why do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,
3 "Let us break Their bonds in pieces
And cast away Their cords from us."
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The LORD shall hold them in derision.
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure:
NKJV

derision
la` ag (law-ag'); a primitive root; to deride; by implication (as if imitating a foreigner) to speak
unintelligibly: KJV - have in derision, laugh (to scorn), mock (on), stammering.

What kind of humor is being expressed; what is the situation?

The assembled enemies against the LORD and His Anointed.

The result of the LORD’S wrath.

Exodus 32:19-24

19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses'
anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the
mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to
powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses
said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?"

22 So Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that they
are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, 'Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses,
the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 24
And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.' So they gave it to me, and I
cast it into the fire, and this calf came out."

What was the situation?

What was Aaron’s answer? “It just happened.”
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1 Samuel 15:10-21

Now the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying, 11 "I greatly regret that I have set up Saul
as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments."
And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the LORD all night. 12 So when Samuel rose early in
the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, "Saul went to Carmel, and indeed, he set
up a monument for himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal." 13
Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have
performed the commandment of the LORD."

14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the
oxen which I hear?"

15 And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best
of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly
destroyed."

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Be quiet! And I will tell you what the LORD said to me last
night."

And he said to him, "Speak on."

17 So Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of
Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the LORD sent you on a
mission, and said, 'Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them
until they are consumed.' 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you
swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?"

20 And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission
on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed
the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things
which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal."

What was King Saul told to do?
What did he do?
He lied to Samuel and thus to the LORD.
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1 Samuel 21:12-22:1

12 Now David took these words to heart, and was very much afraid of Achish the king of Gath.
13 So he changed his behavior before them, pretended madness in their hands, scratched on the
doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his beard. 14 Then Achish said to his servants,
"Look, you see the man is insane. Why have you brought him to me? 15 Have I need of
madmen, that you have brought this fellow to play the madman in my presence? Shall this fellow
come into my house?"

What is David doing?

What was Achish’s reaction? Don’t I already have enough madmen?

1 Kings 1:41-48

41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished eating. And
when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, "Why is the city in such a noisy uproar?" 42
While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest. And Adonijah
said to him, "Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring good news."

43 Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, "No! Our lord King David has made Solomon
king. 44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the king's mule. 45
So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon; and they have
gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have
heard. 46 Also Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom. 47 And moreover the king's servants
have gone to bless our lord King David, saying, 'May God make the name of Solomon better
than your name, and may He make his throne greater than your throne.' Then the king bowed
himself on the bed. 48 Also the king said thus, 'Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has
given one to sit on my throne this day, while my eyes see it!'"

What did Adonijah expect?
That he would be made king.
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1 Kings 14:1-4

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick. 2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, "Please
arise, and disguise yourself, that they may not recognize you as the wife of Jeroboam, and go to
Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who told me that I would be king over this people. 3
Also take with you ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him; he will tell you
what will become of the child." 4 And Jeroboam's wife did so; she arose and went to Shiloh, and
came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were glazed by reason of his
age.

What is the incongruity of Jeroboam’s plot?

That a prophet of the LORD could tell what would become of the child but that he would not
recognize his wife’s disguise.

Why don’t you ever read the headline: “Psychic Wins Lottery!”?
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Isaiah 44:9-20

Those who make an image, all of them are useless, And their precious things shall not profit;
They are their own witnesses; They neither see nor know, that they may be ashamed. 10 Who
would form a god or mold an image That profits him nothing? 11 Surely all his companions
would be ashamed; And the workmen, they are mere men. Let them all be gathered together, Let
them stand up; Yet they shall fear, They shall be ashamed together.
12 The blacksmith with the tongs works one in the coals, Fashions it with hammers, And works
it with the strength of his arms. Even so, he is hungry, and his strength fails; He drinks no water
and is faint.
13 The craftsman stretches out his rule, He marks one out with chalk; He fashions it with a plane,
He marks it out with the compass, And makes it like the figure of a man, According to the beauty
of a man, that it may remain in the house. 14 He cuts down cedars for himself, And takes the
cypress and the oak; He secures it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a pine, and
the rain nourishes it.
15 Then it shall be for a man to burn, For he will take some of it and warm himself; Yes, he
kindles it and bakes bread; Indeed he makes a god and worships it; He makes it a carved image,
and falls down to it. 16 He burns half of it in the fire; With this half he eats meat; He roasts a
roast, and is satisfied. He even warms himself and says, "Ah! I am warm, I have seen the fire."
17 And the rest of it he makes into a god, His carved image. He falls down before it and
worships it, Prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!"
18 They do not know nor understand; For He has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, And
their hearts, so that they cannot understand. 19 And no one considers in his heart, Nor is there
knowledge nor understanding to say, "I have burned half of it in the fire, Yes, I have also baked
bread on its coals; I have roasted meat and eaten it; And shall I make the rest of it an
abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood?" 20 He feeds on ashes; A deceived heart
has turned him aside; And he cannot deliver his soul, Nor say, "Is there not a lie in my right
hand?"

This passage is self-explanatory in its ridicule of the folly of idolatry.

The sad thing is it is true.
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Daniel 5:5-9

5 In the same hour the fingers of a man's hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand on the
plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6 Then
the king's countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were
loosened and his knees knocked against each other. 7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king spoke, saying to the wise men of
Babylon, "Whoever reads this writing, and tells me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple
and have a chain of gold around his neck; and he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." 8 Now
all the king's wise men came, but they could not read the writing, or make known to the king its
interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and
his lords were astonished.

What makes this “funny”?

The Book of Esther

Acts 19:11-17

Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of
them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of
the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul
preaches." 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?"

16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed
against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

Just strikes me as being very funny.
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Acts 20:7-12

Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to
depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 8 There were many
lamps in the upper room where they were gathered together. 9 And in a window sat a certain
young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and
as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead. 10 But Paul
went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, "Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in
him." 11 Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long while, even
till daybreak, he departed. 12 And they brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little
comforted.

Do you ever fall asleep in church?

Jim Gunn
Vineland Park Baptist Church
May 1, 2011


