
“These Things” From Epistle 1 John  
(April 24. 2018) 

If you are pointed toward God and something is nipping at your heels -- it is satan 
If you are pointed toward the world and something is nipping at your heels -- it is God 

 

 
Salvation plan: Romans 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and                

shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For                   
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto               
salvation.  

The way: John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh                      
unto the Father, but by me. 

A commentary writes -- “5 Bible verses that challenge me” -- Do You Believe: 
● James 1:2 – “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many                 

kinds...” 
● Romans 12:2 – “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the                 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,                  
pleasing and perfect will.”  

● John 15:12 – “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” 
● Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.                   

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself                       
for me.”  

Do we have knowledge of what we believe: 
● Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected              

knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten                  
the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 

● Proverbs 15:14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth              
of fools feedeth on foolishness. 

● Proverbs 18:15 The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh                
knowledge. 

● Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom                
and instruction. 

The knowledge book -- 1 John: 
● Know -- 33 times; believe (salvation)-- 3 times (Gospel of John -- 98 times); abide -- 19 times                  

(Gospel of John 9 times); fellowship -- 4 times in first seven verses; these things write -- 4                  
times 

Clarification -- 1 John is a test of fellowship:  
● 2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.               

Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
● Gospel of John is about salvation using “believe” -- the word believe/believeth used 98 times  

● Abide is used 10 times all referring to fellowship (mostly in chapter 15) 
● Letter of 1 John is about fellowship using “abide” (19) and “fellowship” (4)  
● Letter of 1 John is a test of our fellowship/abiding with God -- it is a test of our relationship 
● Notice the introduction to the letter: 1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare                 

we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the                  
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
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These things I/we write:  
Joy:   1 John 1:4   And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

● Notice “we”:   “we” is used 20 times in first chapter -- refers to believers in the Father and Son 
● Why written: That your joy may be full -- a difference is explained between“happy” (if you                

know these things) in John 13:17 and “joy” (death and resurrection) in John 16:20-21 and 24.                 
In John 16:24 Jesus uses the exact phrase “you joy may be full”. 

● What are “these things”: 1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto                  
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and                  
with his Son Jesus Christ. (Verses 1 and 2 describe “that which was from the beginning” --                 
Jesus and eternal life is manifested to us) (Verse 3 is then the fellowship with Him) 

● We are being invited into fellowship with others/believers 
● We are being invited into as close of a fellowship with the Father and the Son as Apostle John                   

had -- the beloved John 13:23; 19:26;  20:2;  21:7;  21:20 -- “that our joy may be full” 
Live holy, but: 1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if                     

any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:  
● 1 John 1-5 gives several guidelines for the believers. The impossible goal for the believer is to                 

not sin -- But, if 
● Advocate/lawyer/propitiation (satisfactory payment): The picture is a courtroom Accuser         

(satan), advocate (Jesus), judge (Father) and the accused -- Jesus is there at all times saying on                 
our behalf “I paid the price” 

● We never need to be afraid of the accuser -- we have Jesus on our side continuously  
False teachers:    1 John 2:26   These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 

● Seduce:  Deceived by false teachers -- workers knowingly and unknowingly working for satan 
● 1 John 2:18  tells us there are “many antichrists” 
● 1 John 2:22-25 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that                    

denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father:                 
(but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore abide in you,                 
which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall                 
remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise                    
that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 

● There is only one way -- John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:                       
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

● There is only one way -- Matthew 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,                    
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14                  
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be                  
that find it. 

Know you have eternal life: 1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the                     
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on                     
the name of the Son of God. 
● Note:  This is written to “you that believe” and how you know that you have eternal life 
● What is written: 1 John 5:11-12 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,                   

and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of                        
God hath not life. 
● Salvation is not what He did but who He is -- “life is in the Son” 
● You know as a believer that there is a promise of eternal life 

● You may know that we have eternal security/heaven -- that eternal life is through: 
 

What He did and who He is -- Jesus Emmanuel  


