
Church Online? (Part 4 / Reason 4):
People cannot "be" the church, "do" church, or "go to" church online. Why? Reason 4: 

Because within the assembly that He brings together is the primary place where God does a special 
work of grace within His children.

The most essential gathering, the most essential event, the most essential nourishment, the 
most essential duty for the Christian happens while they are gathered together as the body of 
Christ. Because the rest of the world denies Christ in their current state they are missing out on 
what is the most essential aspect of the human life. THE primary life-sustaining business if you 
will. The church gathering as the church is the top life-sustaining practice, because within His body 
that He sovereignly gathers together He ministers to each of His own by His means of grace. This 
is how He has designed it to be where within the gathering of His people He dispenses His grace 
according to His purpose and pleasure. Grace is not only the unmerited favor of God upon a 
sinner, but the very power of God at work within those He has saved, so that they can live and 
grow and persevere by this power in this world. 

The means of grace that exist within the physical gathering of the body of Christ are 
preaching and the ordinances of the Lord's Supper and baptism. The primary, most important, 
means of grace that God is at work through the most is through the preaching of His word. All 
throughout Scripture this is the primary focus and function of the church within the church. The 
preaching of God's word is not only used by God to save, but is used by God to sanctify. To grow 
and keep nourishing His children. In the context of the New Testament church, which is no 
different in the Old Testament gathering of the church and the prophecies that look ahead, 
preaching and teaching is primary. You cannot read the New Testament especially and deny this. 
Over and over again in the Pastoral Epistles of 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus and elsewhere in the 
New Testament there are commands and statements about how the church functions around the 
preaching of God's word. Preaching is the greatest act of worship within the church as well. We 
not only are feed and sustained upon this provision of grace, but we declare back to God in our 
hearts, minds, and will that we agree with His truth, we believe His truth, His truth governs our 
life, and He receives all the glory. Of course this demands that the preaching of God's truth is an 
explanation and application of His truth not our personal opinions. Of true teaching not false 
teaching. God works through faithful biblical preachers that He uses as His mouthpiece not 
motivational moralistic life-coaches and other false teachers who preach man-made doctrine. 

The other two means of grace that exist within the corporate gathering are the Lord's Supper, 
which is communion and baptism. The participation of believers in the Lord's Supper is in the 
context of the gathering of the congregation and to be done within the physical assembly. Also 
baptism is to be a shared experience within the body where those baptized do so, because it is to be 
a sign of an inward reality that has taken place and the rest of the body of believers affirm this sign 
and welcome that person into the body where they in a sense become one in fellowship, worship, 
and mission. 

Within this reason #4 of why there is no church online we also mention church discipline as 
this falls under the category of what the true marks of the church are. Church discipline is designed 
by God for the health of both the individual and the body. It looks out for the spiritual welfare of 
the church by addressing within the body what should not exist within the body. It is to hold 
everyone accountable before God. It is to bring the individual disciplined to repentance and 



restoration as the goal and it is to bring the body to more clarity, purity, unity, and strength. How 
can you be held accountable without being present within the body? The sovereign action of 
sanctification by God is not just done within the individual, it is also done within the body. And 
even though we don't want this, church discipline is one way God achieves this. 

Though this has been a very brief synopsis of one reason why church online does not exist I 
encourage you to study and reflect on this more, because within the body of Christ gathering 
together is when God ministers to His children with His provision of grace through preaching, the 
ordinances, and also through church discipline. If we neglect to meet together and do not hunger 
for that out of desire not obligation then we miss out on the most essential function of the human 
life. In reality we tell God that what He has specifically designed for His children is meaningless 
and unimportant. Lord, keep us from this, because in one aspect we are in a war and we cannot 
fight this war alone. This will be part 5, reason 5. Until next time to God alone be the glory. 


