
Hebrews 12:18-29



-Approaching the 
Unapproachable



-Subtitle: There’s Only One 
Way, and it Ain’t Yours!



-Exodus 19:10-13 (ESV) 10 the LORD said to 
Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them 

today and tomorrow, and let them wash their 
garments 11 and be ready for the third day. For on 
the third day the LORD will come down on Mount 

Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 And you 
shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 

‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch 
the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain 

shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, 
but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or 

man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a 
long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”



-Genesis 15:17 (ESV) When the 
sun had gone down and it was 

dark, behold, a smoking fire 
pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces.



-There is only one way to 
approach the 

Unapproachable…His way!—
Not yours!



-Exodus 19:17-25



-Exodus 20:1 (ESV) And God 
spoke all these words, saying,



-Exodus 20:22 (ESV) And the 
LORD said to Moses, “Thus 

you shall say to the people of 
Israel: ‘You have seen for 

yourselves that I have talked 
with you from heaven.”



-Deuteronomy 10:4 (ESV) And 
he wrote on the tablets, in the 

same writing as before, the Ten 
Commandments that the LORD 

had spoken to you on the 
mountain out of the midst of the 
fire on the day of the assembly. 
And the LORD gave them to me.



-Galatians 3:19 (ESV) Why then 
the law? It was added because 

of transgressions, until the 
offspring should come to 

whom the promise had been 
made, and it was put in place 

through angels by an 
intermediary.



-Galatians 3:23-29 (ESV) 23 Now before faith came, 
we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 
until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So 

then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 
order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now 

that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you 

are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
promise.



-John 14:6 (ESV) Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except 
through me.



-Romans 8:13-17 (ESV) 13 For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not 

receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

provided we suffer with him in order that we 
may also be glorified with him.



-Mt Sinai: unapproachable, 
blazing fire, darkness and 

gloom, ominous trumpet of 
judgment getting louder and 

louder…death…condemnation.



-Mt Zion: the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, innumerable 

angels in festal gathering, eternal 
fellowship with all the saints through 

all history whose names were 
enrolled as citizens of that city from 
before the foundations of the world 

were laid as the Scriptures 
elsewhere tell us; where Jesus is, the 

Mediator of this new covenant…



-And to the sprinkled blood…



-Mt Sinai = condemnation  

Mt Zion = salvation



-2 Peter 3:10 (ESV) But the day 
of the Lord will come like a 

thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned 

up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are 
done on it will be exposed.



-2 Peter 3:11-14 (ESV) 11 Since all these things 
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 

ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 

and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 
13 But according to his promise we are waiting 

for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, 
since you are waiting for these, be diligent to 
be found by him without spot or blemish, and 

at peace.



-How do approach the 
Unapproachable One?



-Through faith in the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ—and not 

by works of the law.


