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The title of this message is “The Church and Christ.”

Perhaps the title of this message should name Christ before the Church, i.e. Christ
and the Church instead of the Church and Christ; as Christ must always have the
preeminence. But I mean no disrespect to our Lord and Savior; it is only that I
wish to place the emphasis where the Lord Jesus Himself placed His emphasis.

… just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her….

Please turn to 1 Peter, Chapter 1 and follow as I read a few verses and comment.

1 Peter 1:1-12
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

There we have sovereign election according to the foreknowledge of God.

When did God know anything?

Well, since God is eternal and He is not learning anything new He must have
known His elect children from before the foundation of the world, or before
Creation; and that is exactly what divine election is; God’s sovereign choice!

Also, do you see the Trinity in verse 2?

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,
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Every child of God must be begotten from a condition of being “dead in
trespasses and sin” a state of depravity, in Holy Spirit regeneration.

And what is the destiny of every child of God that Jesus gave Himself for?

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you,

But you are afraid that you won’t be able to hold on and that somehow you
will sin away your salvation. No, not if you are child of God because -

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

Has your favorite “Health and Wealth” false profit and your favorite
“Prosperity Gospel” wolf in sheep clothing has told you lies about how God
wants His best for you now. But God is faithful to tell us what may be in
store for us in this pilgrim sojourn.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have
been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen
you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of
your souls.

And also as a child of God in these last days you have a better understanding
of the way of the cross than the prophets did; that Christ must needs suffer
and rise again on the third day.

10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who
prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To
them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the
things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things which angels desire to
look into.
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And so you know more than the prophets then understood because now you
know that the main focus of the prophets was not about a race of people but
their message was mainly about Jesus Christ:

“… for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Rev 19:10

This morning I want to speak to you about the church of Jesus Christ and what the
church means to God.

Look again verse 1 Peter 1:4

to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved
in heaven for you,

The “you” in 1 Peter 1:4 is the church!

And it caused me to meditate on how much we as believers ought to value the
church.

Consider what has been reserved for you!

Matthew Henry writes:

1 Peter 1:3-5
1. Heaven is the undoubted inheritance of all the children of God; all that are

born again are born to an inheritance, as a man makes his child his heir; the
apostle argues, If children, then heirs, Rom 8:17. God giveth his gifts unto all, but
the inheritance to none but his children; those that are his sons and daughters by
regeneration and adoption receive the promise of eternal inheritance, Heb 9:15.
This inheritance is not our purchase, but our Father's gift; not wages that we merit,
but the effect of grace, which first makes us children and then settles this
inheritance upon us by a firm unalterable covenant.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible, PC Study Bible Formatted Electronic Database
Copyright © 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All Rights reserved.)

In the context of the marriage union, which is the closest relationship possible
among humans, the apostle Paul writes:

Eph 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself

for her,
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Now I will “beg the question,” which means that I assume something to be true in
my statement.

If all that Jesus did in His coming down from glory with the Father, to dwell
among us, was due to His love for the church, what then should be our
concern for the church?

As a preacher we sometimes teach the simplest truths and someone may wonder
why we say things that surely everyone knows. Well, no one knows all there is to
know and I see some fine young boys and girls out there who may not yet have
learned this simple truth.

This simple truth is that the church is not a building! We say we are going to
church; but we should say we are going to meet with the church. Or, as I tell my
wife almost every day, “I’m going to the church building.”

One of the few things that I agree with the denomination Church of Christ on is
that most of their signs say “The {locality} Church of Christ meet here.”
That is a proper sign.

Isn’t it fun to teach a small child this little hand game?

Here is the church; and there is the steeple.
Open the doors and there are the people.

The church is made up of the kind of people we read about in Ephesian 5:19-21;
people who are: “... filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.”

One of the greatest blessings that the Lord Jesus Christ gave to His church is the
privilege of meeting with the church. It is for our mutual encouragement that we
“assemble ourselves together as is the manner of some.”

When a preacher looks out at the congregation and people are sitting in their
regular places it is a great encouragement. You ought to come expecting a blessing
and leave knowing that you were a blessing to someone.
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And one of the most severe warnings in all of Scripture is in Hebrews:

Hebrews 10:19-25
19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil,
that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

On a personal note, from the first day the Lord saved me, I have never even
thought of whether or not I would meet with the church. And I can’t relate to
anyone who professes to be a believer in Jesus Christ and actually deliberates as to
whether or not they will go to meet with the church on any given Sunday or mid-
week service.

“Honey, do you want to go to church this morning?”

“Oh, I don’t think so you know I have to cook dinner for our family today.”
Or,

“You know we stayed up late watching TV and I am really tired!”
Or,

“We went last Sunday; I think we’ll just skip it today.”
Or,

“It’s too nice a day for golf to waste all morning at church!”

Or,
“Who’s preaching today?”

Now to prove that I am not a legalist, if the Lord allows, I will miss meeting with
the church next Sunday on purpose! I plan to go on my annual fishing trip with my
son and brothers-in-law in the Florida Everglades. That’s where the fish you ate at
the Church picnic came from.
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So you see I don’t really enjoy going fishing with my son, I just go to get the fish
for the church picnic. It’s only something that I do for the church.

Back to a serious note, if you don’t love the church, you don’t love Christ!

It is so easy to be a “Christian” in our day. For some people it is as simple as
making a “decision” about a proposition offered to their supposed free-will. And
then after such a “decision” most of them just go on and live as though nothing has
changed in their life.

Because, in fact, nothing has changed in their heart!

The church is made up of people, of whom Paul said,
“For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.”

And, “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”

So I want to spend a few minutes talking about the church and Christ.

When I planned for this message I did not know that Brother Gables had preached
“The Church – God’s Lab for Producing Saints.” You should hear that message
and CD’s are available; just fill out the tab on the bulletin.

However, this message will take a different tack from Brother Gables’ sermon and
there is no disagreement. Brother Gables spoke about the duties and
responsibilities of Christians to be a part of a local church and how that
participation refines them and grows their character in Christian living.

This message is intended to be a preamble to a series on the Book of Acts that I
plan to start after I go back to Florida to get some more fish for the church.

The book of Acts is the story of the New Testament Church.

Confessions and catechisms are helpful as long as they don’t take preeminence
over the Word of God.
{Westminster / Presbyterian; London / Baptist 1689; Philadelphia, et al}
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The Philadelphia Confession of Faith {Baptist}
“Of the Church,” gives this definition:

“The catholic or universal church, which {with respect to the internal work of the
Spirit, and truth and grace} may be called invisible, consists of the whole number
of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the
head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”

Now we have that word “inheritance” in 1 Peter 1:4 and the phrase, “the fullness
of him” in Ephesians.

Eph 1:22-23
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things

to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Yes, praise God, we have an inheritance in Christ; and Christ has an
inheritance in the church?

Do you ever ponder the weight of these two ideas, viz. that Christ is somehow
incomplete without the church?

Before, you pick up stones to stone me to death for blasphemy; all I have said is
what the Scriptures tell us. In the mystery of the eternal purpose of God the church
is what Christ wants and Christ is what the church wants.

In Song of Solomon 2:16, that great parable of Christ and His bride, the church,
the Shulamite says: “My beloved is mine, and I am His.”

And in Jeremiah 12:9
My heritage {inheritance} is to Me like a speckled bird {vulture.}.

We will come back to this verse later. Jim, how much “later” will you be?

The universal church is defined as the body of Christ. The universal church is
made up of all believers of all time from Adam and Eve and Abel, and all down
through history until the last one of God’s elect is called and justified and the
trumpet is blown and Christ returns in judgment at the end of the age.
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Stay with me now because I want to show you that the church is not a New
Testament “Plan B” that God had to devise because His “Plan A” for the Jews
didn’t work out. Sometimes there is confusion between the local Christian
assembly which is the visible church and the true Church which is invisible to us.

You have never seen the Church; but God has. You may be looking at one of
God’s children but you cannot be absolutely sure; but God knows for sure.

In Romans 4 Paul uses Abraham, who is in the church, as the paradigm of
justification by faith apart from works. In Galatians and Ephesians Paul instructs
the church that she is the eternal purpose of God.
There is nothing after the church!

Find Ephesians 3 and follow along as I read. Listen to how Paul explains the
mystery of the church. A mystery in Scripture is something that was to be
revealed.

Now brothers and sisters there is a system of interpretation that says the mystery
was that there would be a church; but Paul says that the mystery of the church was
in its make up; i.e. Gentiles and Jews together in one body, even the body of
Christ which is the Church!

Eph 3:1-13
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles — 2 if indeed
you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for
you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly
written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of
men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6

that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His
promise in Christ through the gospel, 7 of which I became a minister according to
the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.

8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make
all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages
has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the intent
that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.



Page 9

There is nothing after the church!

Now back up a page or two in your Bible and find Galatians 3.

The church is referred to as the “children of Abraham” or the “seed of Abraham.”

Gal 3:1-9
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This
only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or
by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now
being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so many things in vain — if
indeed it was in vain?

5 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you,
does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? — 6 just as
Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." 7

Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed." 9

So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

There are two different Greek words that are both translated in English to “seed”
and the following quotation is the best explanation of how these two Greek words
are consistently used by the Holy Spirit. We lose the distinction when both Greek
words are translated into the same English word “seed” or “children.” Most
theories of the future of the Jews in a millennial kingdom are refuted when this
pregnant truth is truly understood.

“In order to appreciate to the full the way in which the New Testament writers interpret the
concept of the seed of Abraham, we need to examine their writings in more detail than we have
done so far. The term “seed” or “descendants of Abraham” is used in three senses in the New
Testament. Firstly, it is used of the Seed who is Christ. Paul argues in Gal. 3: 16 ff. that Christ is
the seed of Abraham. The rabbinical writers, with a true spiritual insight, saw that “the Christ”
who was promised was the true seed of Abraham. “In him,” writes Lightfoot, “the race was
summed up, as it were. In him it fulfilled its purpose and became a blessing to the whole earth.
Without him its separate existence as a peculiar people had no meaning. Thus he was not only
the representative but the embodiment of the race. In this way the people of Israel is the type of
Christ, and in the New Testament parallels are sought in respect of the one to the life of the
other.” Secondly, there is the literal seed of Abraham. Paul, when speaking of the natural
children of Abraham, i.e. of his physical descendants, uniformly uses the Greek word sperma
(seed) not tekna (children) which he always reserves for believers in Christ. If the Greek
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Testament be consulted at Rom. 9: 7, the distinction can be clearly seen: “Neither because they
are sperma of Abraham, are they all tekna: but, In Isaac shall thy sperma be called.”

The same basic distinction is to be found in John 8: 37 and 39. Our Lord said to the Jews, “I
know that ye are Abraham’s sperma; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in
you.” “They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus said unto them, If ye were
Abraham’s tekna, ye would do the works of Abraham.” We may also note Matt. 3: 9, “And think
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able
of these stones to raise up tekna unto Abraham.” The same differentiation between a literal seed
and a spiritual seed is to be found in Gal. 4: 21-31. Thirdly, there is the true seed or spiritual seed
of Abraham. Paul quotes the expression “so shall thy seed be” (Gen 15: 18) to show that
Abraham is the father of many nations, that is, of a great host of believers drawn out of every
race and tribe and kindred who walk in the step of his faith (Rom 4: 18). It is to this seed, the true
seed, that the promise in Rom 4: 16 is made sure. “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by
grace; to the end the promise might be sure (or established) to all the seed sperma ; not to that
only which is the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us
all.” In case we are in any doubt, in Rom 9: 7 Paul says that only some of the literal are also to be
found among the spiritual seed, only the children of the promise, “Neither, because they are the
seed sperma of Abraham, are they all children tekna; but in Isaac shall thy seed sperma be
called.”

Children of Abraham, David Kingdom, Carey Publications, Ltd. 1973, pages 52-53.
{bolding, italics, and underling mine}

Having dealt somewhat with the church that Jesus gave Himself for I now
want to consider the church as she is regarded by:

1. The unsaved world;
2. God, the Father;
3. God, the Son;
4. God, the Holy Spirit.

1. The unsaved world hates the church.

The unsaved world will tolerate religion. The devil wants you to be “religious!”
The unsaved world will promote anything that is not truth. There was a popular
TV show about “angels” that help humans but deliberately does not mention Jesus
Christ. One time at a pastors’ meeting one of the local pastors encouraged the rest
of us to watch this TV show and to tell our congregation about it. Needless to say
he did not appreciate my kind rebuke of his not having any discernment about this
truly blasphemous show.
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In most movies and TV shows, whenever a Christian is portrayed, he or she is
some radical, ignorant, fruitcake. It is almost a rule in Hollywood movies and on
Fox News that Christianity is represented by a Roman Catholic priest.
That only proves the ignorance of those who write the movie scripts and who deal
with religious issues in the news.

In out Postmodern pluralistic culture any and every religion has equal value,
except biblical Christianity which demands the unique place of Jesus Christ as the
only way to approach God.

Jeremiah 12:9, which I referred to earlier is, in context, how spiritual Israel
appears to the nations. A “speckled bird,” or vulture, because of its mottled
plumage would be attacked by the other birds.

Israel, in the Old Testament, is a type of the church; and there is an old country
song, taken from Jeremiah 12:9 that reflects how the world views the church.

My heritage {inheritance} is to Me like a speckled bird {vulture.}

In the bulletin today you can find the words to: The Great Speckled Bird.

What a beautiful thought I am thinking,
concerning the Great Speckled Bird.
Remember her name is recorded,
on the pages of God’s Holy word.
Desiring to lower her standard,
they watch every move that she makes.
They long to find fault with her teaching,
but really they find no mistake.
I am proud that I've learned of her meekness,
I am proud that my name is on the Book.
For I want to be one never fearing,
the faith of my Savior's true love.
When He comes descending from heaven,
on a cloud as He writes in His Word.
I be joyfully carried up to meet Him,
on the wings of that Great speckled Bird.

Public Domain

So the unsaved world watches, criticizes, mocks and scoffs, and goes to hell.
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How does God regard the church?

There is One God, yet He is manifested in three Persons of the Holy Trinity.
So when I attribute an aspect of regard for the church to one of the Persons of the
Godhead that does not mean that the other Persons do not have the same regard.
There is perfect harmony in the Godhead with no conflict of will or purpose.

2. God, the Father: With the church in view: Heb 12:22-24 “But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to
an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of
just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the
blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.”

Acts 20:28-29 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood.”

1 Cor 3:8-9 “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are
God’s building.”

Gal 6:16 “And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon
them, and upon the Israel of God.”

3. God, the Son: We have already said much in regard to Christ, the Son of
God, and the church.

Eph 5:25-28 “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He
might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

Earlier I said that we would come back to the word “inheritance” and the phrase,
“the fullness of him,” a little later.

The church is the inheritance of Christ; the fullness of Him, not because of what
we are but because of what He has made of us!
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Read Eph 5:25-28 again:
“Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her
to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but
that she should be holy and without blemish.”

John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes
to Me I will by no means cast out.”

John 14:1-4

"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In
My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.

I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

John 17:6-10 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me
out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your
word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from
You. For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have
believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for
those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and
Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.”

John 17:20-26 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe
in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and
I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent
Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one
just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in
one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as
You have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with
Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You
loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has
not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.
And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with
which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”
Everything that Christ did He did for the church; for the glory of God!
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Again:
Eph 3:8-12

8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make
all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages
has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the
intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

I’m sorry if this offends anyone, but I am offended by an eschatology that makes
the church second-class citizens, a parenthesis they say, some afterthought of God.
When you learn what God thinks about His church, you should abandon such
thoughts! There is nothing after the church!

4. God, the Holy Spirit. What interest has the Holy Spirit in the church?

Rom 8: 9-11 “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.
And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

John 16:13-15 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for
He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has
are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”

The Holy Spirit calls, regenerates, justifies, indwells, anoints, baptizes, guides,
empowers, sanctifies, bears witness, helps, gives joy, gives discernment, bears
fruit, sends out missionaries, comforts, yes all of this is for the church! Because
Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it!
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We have looked at how the church is regarded by:

1. The unsaved world;
2. God, the Father;
3. God, the Son;
4. God, the Holy Spirit.

But I have one more question, how do you regard the church?

Has the Holy Spirit convicted you of sin to the extent that you will quit your
efforts to be independent of God, will you stop your rebellion and place your trust
in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross?

Have you, by faith, seen the glory of this Savior we proclaim?

Are you interested in having an inheritance in Christ?
Are you interested in being the inheritance of God?
Can you say: “My beloved is mine, and I am His.”

Has God broken your rebellion against Him?
Repent and come to Christ in childlike trust and faith!

This is not an invitation to “join the church,” but it is an invitation to come to
Christ, to trust Him!

At Vineland Park Baptist we don’t sing 15 stanzas of “Just As I Am,” and beg
sinners to do that which they have not the ability to do. But we do sincerely invite
you to publicly confess what the Holy Spirit has worked in your heart. If right now
you trust Jesus as your Lord and Savior but you have never confessed Him openly
in public, you ought to do that. If you have never been Scripturally baptized as a
believer you may wish to counsel with me or one of the other pastors. If you desire
to be a member of this local expression of the church you are invited to make
that known. AMEN!

Jim Gunn
Vineland Park Baptist Church
Hueytown, Alabama
May 23, 2010
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These are the words to an old song.
Do you know what is meant by The Great Speckled Bird?

The Great Speckled Bird

What a beautiful thought I am thinking,
concerning the Great Speckled Bird.
Remember her name is recorded,
on the pages of God's Holy Word.

Desiring to lower her standard,
they watch every move that she makes.
They long to find fault with her teaching,
but really they find no mistake.

I am proud that I've learned of her meekness,
I am proud that my name is on the Book.
For I want to be one never fearing,
the faith of my Savior's true love.

When He comes descending from heaven,
on a cloud, as He writes in His Word.
I be joyfully carried up to meet Him,
on the wings of that Great Speckled Bird.

Public domain

Have you figured out that The Great Speckled Bird is the church?

Mine heritage is unto me as a
speckled bird, the birds round about
are against her; come ye, assemble
all the beasts of the field, come to
devour.

Jeremiah 12:9


