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KJV – Genesis 18:23-33 

 

“Abraham – As Sodom’s Intercessor” 

      In the previous lesson we saw where the three men came to Abraham. One of these men was 
Christ. The other two have been debated among theological groups however we saw from the text 
last week that these other two men departed. 

Genesis 18:22 

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before 
the LORD. 

     We pick this week’s lesson up in verse twenty-three and we see that Abraham is still in the 
presence of the LORD. He is speaking to God and is about to become the intercessor for Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

     Abraham sensed the impending danger awaiting these two cities in which Lot was residing in 
Sodom. With this deep concern in mind he began a process of advocacy on their behalf. Sodom and 
Gomorrah were two cities well known for their lush beauty, abundant prosperity and their 
licentious immorality. Sodom and Gomorrah appealed to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life.  
 
     They lured people such as Lot because of their Eden type atmosphere. The luxurious setting 
lured many success oriented people and as a result, these two cities became very rich and powerful, 
corrupt and immoral. These people had forgotten God and disregarded any blessings and 
advantages that they had received from Him. 
 
     Were these totally unlearned people with no knowledge of the LORD and His ways? No, they had 
been forced to come face-to-face with God’s Righteousness several years earlier in chapter fourteen 
with Abraham’s rescue of Lot, and the very king of Sodom saw the Righteousness of God in the 
person of Melchizedek; the king of Salem. Yet with this measure of knowledge they rejected, they 
had the light but rejected the light and for this cause their foolish hearts were darkened. 
 
     So no one can rightly say that our God is not Just. We clearly see that even they too were given an 
opportunity and exposed to the Sovereign Grace, Might, Power and Righteousness of God yet they 
rejected Him. 
 
Genesis 18:23 

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 
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     Abraham begins to ask a series of questions which were intended to appeal to the character and 
the virtues of God culminating in one of the greatest statements about the Person of God to be 
found in the Bible in verse twenty-five: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

Genesis 18:24 

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place 
for the fifty righteous that are therein? 

     We do serve an all Holy, Righteous, gracious, merciful God. Yet we must not forget that our God is 
Sovereign. El Shaddai is all mighty God, all powerful and He does all things according to His own 
purpose after the counsel of His own will.  

Exodus 34:6 

6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 

     Yes God is merciful yet He executes His will in accordance with His own purpose, and who are we 
to question the mind of God? 

Exodus 33:19 

19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD 
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew 
mercy. 

Romans 9:14-16 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     God’s mercy and grace are under His Sovereign will; the complete purpose of justice and the 
judge. 

Genesis 18:25 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

     Abraham has two major flaws here in his finite mind when trying to understand the ways of an 
infinite God. Now I will explain this better as I go along because I know that for some of you this is a 
curve ball when you were expecting the normal change-up. 
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1. God does not ever destroy the righteous when He sends destruction against the wicked. 
2. No one in these cities was righteous; (Lot’s righteousness was positional and not practical.) 

     There is a great difference between positional righteousness and practical righteousness. As we 
see from the Scriptures clearly that Lot was righteous, God even declared him just. Yet his lifestyle 
was not that of a just and righteous man. So how does one explain this? 

     One must first understand their positional righteousness, that is your position in the Body of 
Christ. God's gift of salvation in Christ brings a believer into a position of righteousness. God 
imputes the perfect righteousness of His Son to the believer, and thereby declares him righteous 
positionally. But as you know full well, believers still have sin in their lives. Christians are not 
practically righteous, 100 percent of the time. However, it is on the basis of our positional 
righteousness that we are exhorted to strive for practical righteousness in our daily lives. 

     I want you to consider what the Bible says about your position in Christ. As a Christian you are: 
spiritually alive unto God, dead to sin, forgiven, declared righteous, a child of God, God's possession, 
an heir of God, blessed with all spiritual blessings, a citizen of heaven, a servant of God, free from 
the Law, crucified to the world, a light in the world, victorious over Satan, cleansed from sin, 
declared holy and blameless, set free in Christ from the power of sin, secure in Christ, granted peace 
and rest, and led by the Holy Spirit. 

     Lot was positionally righteousness but his practical righteousness was in want.  

II Peter 2:6-9 

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day 
of judgment to be punished: 

     This justification and righteousness that the Apostle Peter writes about is Lot’s positional 
righteousness not his practical righteousness. 

- Dr. J. Vernon McGee states this in the terms of state and condition. Your state of salvation 
would be the positional righteousness and justification yet what is your condition. This 
would be your practical righteousness, your daily living that you practice. 
 

- Dr. John MacArthur relates it to a player on a football team. We are on the team, this is our 
positional righteousness yet we all must “play our position!” this is our practical 
righteousness.  
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Genesis 18:26-31 

26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for 
their sakes. 

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD, which 
am but dust and ashes: 

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? 
And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he 
said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty 
be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD: Peradventure there shall be 
twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 

     God has asked Abraham this rhetorical questions in verse twenty-five; Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? Of course He will because He is God. Sovereign, Holy, Just and full of grace and 
mercy; God knows the positional righteousness of all the citizens of these two cites and He knows 
their practical righteousness as well. So God agrees to spare these cities if there can be found 
twenty practicing practical righteousness souls. 

Genesis 18:32 

32 And he said, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall 
be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 

     Abraham went even lower than twenty and God agreed. The justice of the Judge of all the earth 
manifests itself in His willingness to forgo judgment if it could be shown that there were at least ten 
righteous souls in these cities: I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 

     Abraham did not proceed to go any lower because he no doubt was worried about the state of 
Lot’s entire family. Because Lot had more than just himself, a wife and two daughters living in 
Sodom. 

Genesis 19:12 

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, 
and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 

     Many have rightly seen in Abraham a beautiful picture of Christ as it relates to His advocacy for 
us. Not necessarily on the behalf of those who were to perish, but on the behalf of family. The one in 
whom the New Testament considers positionally righteous; his nephew Lot. 
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Genesis 18:33 

33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham 
returned unto his place. 

     The LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham: and Abraham 
returned to his place. 

 
 
 


