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Order of Worship for July 25th, 2010 
Pre-service Songs 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 36:1-12 and Prayer 
 
Songs of Worship: 
 “We Bow Down”        Overhead 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”      Song #   33 
 “He is Exalted”        Song #   36 
 “Faith is the Victory”        Song # 727 
 
Offering and Offertory 

 
Special Music 
 
Message:  “Light”, (Ephesians 5:3-14) 
     By Pastor Bronson 
 
Closing Song   “The Battle Belongs to the Lord”   Song # 732 
 
Parting Word of Grace 
 
 

 
Sunday Evening Study: “Signs of the Times” 

“Silencing Christians” DVD series 
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Music Building  
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“The Prayer Closet” 
July 25, 2010 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 
(Colossians 4:2a) 

 
 This week let us be united in praying for: 
 

1. Joel and Virginia Cook, AWANA missionaries to Northern California and Northern 
Nevada: that the Spirit will sustain their love and vision for the AWANA Club ministry; that the 
Lord will open many opportunities for new clubs; that the Spirit will implant Christ’s wisdom in 
Joe’s heart for both his AWANA and his church ministries 

2. President Obama: that by God’s grace he will not grow more bitter, narrow and ideological 
through conflict and opposition but will be open to new truths and understandings; that he will 
be faithful in loving his wife, children and country 

3. Oroville Christian School Board: that the Spirit will lead them to hiring the right new teacher 
(s) for the new school year; that the faculty will gain needed refreshment and renewed vision and 
excitement for the coming year; that enrollment will go up and new families be drawn into the 
life of the school. 

4. Military Personnel of the Week: Sgt Jonathan Sweetman (son of Catherine, brother of 
Bethany):  

5. College Student of the Week: Dan Finn, Butte College (son of Sean and Penny Finn) 
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We continue today in our study of Ephesians. We will be looking at “light”. This is a continuance of our study of 
Ephesians 5:3-14. It began as a study of “Fragrance and Light”. [Biblically] both fragrance and light have to do with 
holiness. The holiness that when we are close to God we will pick up His fragrance. We want to pick up his fragrance. 
What we actually read in 2Corinthians 2:14-17, the passage that I started and ended with last week, is that we are actually 
instructed by Paul to be the aroma of Christ to God. We are the aroma of Christ. We should reflect upon that in terms of 
whether or not our lives have that quality about them. The fragrance of Christ, of course, is holiness. The entirety of His 
life was lived in perfect submission and obedience to His Father. He is set before us as the model which you and I are to 
chase after [in order] that our lives would be like [His] and we would also have the fragrance of Christ.  
 
We are called to be holy. The essence of holiness, the essence of one who has been separated out of the world and into the 
presence of God, is that we become friends with God. That is the essence of holiness; it is that we live as friends of God. 
But to do that there are a couple of things that have to happen – we know this, this is a review of last week’s message – and 
that is that we cannot walk into the presence of God, we cannot “cuddle” with God, if you will, in the state of an 
unrepentant sinfulness. So the first of the two steps that are critical for being the friend of God is that we would admit that 
we are sinners and then by faith believe that Jesus Christ paid the entirety of our debt. A debt isn’t too significant to us in 
terms of holiness, but recognizing that the debt is the debt of sin and guiltiness, realizing that now we can stand in the 
presence of God with no shame because our guilt is entirely removed and He looks upon us and He sees the righteousness 
of Jesus: that is what He sees. So we have no reason to be hesitant or fearful in that regard when we come into the presence 
of God. We take this upon faith. This is grace. We realize we don’t deserve it, and we are amazed that we have been given 
it. So we come freely into the presence of God. 
 
But that is only the first step. That is the step that most American Christians have a fairly clearly idea on. It is the second 
step that we struggle with, that is that by grace through faith we progressively bring our lives into ever fuller conformity or 
alignment with God’s character, will and purpose. We desire to be faithful in obedience so that all of our choices, all of our 
affections and all of our actions are agreeable with the purpose and the character of God. That is what we desire so that He 
never has a reason to be displeased with us or to correct us, though He willingly does so, of course. [See Hebrews 12:3-11] 
 
One of the things we looked at last week and I tried to make very clear is that obedience is not legalism. This is where 
Americans often struggle. We think that an ordered life, a disciplined life, a life in which we attend to A, B, C and D: the 
minute you get that far along the line someone is bound to say, “Wow, you sure are legalistic!” But that is not legalistic at 
all. Legalism has a very specific character or quality which is dead set against grace. The essence of grace is a freely given 
gift. The essence of legalism is: “I’ll earn my own way.” Legalism is earning one’s salvation by good works. The reason I 
read my Bible every morning, the reason I pray every day and during the day, the reason I’m very careful to never slip is so 
that I can capture God’s favorable attention and so that He will love me. How utterly backwards that is! The person who 
understands the nature of grace is that their obedience is their response to God’s forgiving love: a response that springs out 
of thankfulness: “O, I am so relieved, I am so glad! I can give you a list of fifteen reasons why I should not be able to stand 
in the presence of God just because of what I did last week; but I realize that the grace of God, the blood of Jesus Christ 
has washed me clean. So I have this freedom to come to Him and seek His counsel. The obedience of faith, therefore, is a 
response to the loving-kindness of God; it is a response to what He has freely given. There is no sense at all that I am 
earning my salvation, but rather that I am enjoying my fellowship with God. 
 
This is one of the reasons why meditation on the Word of God and why remembering God’s past acts of grace is so 
important. Let me ask you a question: how many of you can give me a list of all the gifts you received at Christmas last 
year? Tough assignment! How many of us can remember the acts of God’s grace with which He has forgiven and cleansed 
us during this year? Tough assignment! So quickly the heart grows used to being forgiven that we forget the reality of His 
grace. When we forget the reality of His grace, we forget how totally dependent we are upon that graciousness of our God, 
that every act that we take, every word that we speak needs to be laden with His grace so that it is cleansed and made 
perfect according to His purpose and we enjoy the fellowship of our God.  
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Americans find holiness problematic. It is problematic to us. It is not obvious or clear to many Americans either that they 
need to be or even that they should want to be holy. What are Americans like? I think I am fair in saying or summarizing 
that Americans are nice. How many of you are nice? Right? Your are, you are nice! Americans like to be nice and Americans 
like to be friendly. Americans want to be tolerant. We are accepting. These are not negative qualities. But we are not clear 
about being holy. When it comes to holiness we instantly recognize that a tension rises, because a sense of distinction 
begins to grow and we sense a pulling apart. You see, a large part of the reality of being nice and friendly and being 
accepting and being tolerant is that we all like to feel like we are all together and there is no internal dissension and there is 
no reason for anybody to feel uncomfortable about anybody or anything that anyone is doing. But when someone takes a 
stand for holiness, for truth, for righteousness, at that point you can feel the tension begin to grow. Then people wonder if 
you’re really going to be nice. 
 
A second look therefore at 2Cor.2:14-17, which ended the service last week, sought to clarify the difference between 
advertizing something to sell and witnessing to something of great worth, most particularly the worth of the offer of 
salvation, the opportunity to become a friend of God. In that particular passage Paul is specific and clear and emphatic that 
we are not peddlers, that is, we are not those who “sell” the Word of God. God’s Word, God’s salvation through faith in 
Jesus, He offers graciously, as a free gift. It is emphatically not something for sale. In fact, if I put it this way we would 
probably instantly identify. God says, “My friendship is not for sale to anyone.” Nobody buys friendship with God. To 
approach the gospel as if it was a product to be sold is to profoundly misrepresent the nature of the Gospel. For those who 
accept God’s offer of friendship, what we more usually call the offer for forgiveness and reconciliation which begins with 
justification by grace through faith, the calling is to become holy. It is to become holy so that we can be close to God and 
enjoy His presence. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, only the pure in heart are blessed to see God, and that is the 
most intimate level of friendship. So we should ask ourselves that question: “Am I holy?” 
 
We turn today to Ephesians 5:3-14. I will read the passage again. As we approach it again, we recognize that this is a call by 
Paul for us to become holy, that is, to become reconciled to God, reconciled not just through the cross, but reconciled in 
bringing our own lives into alignment with the character and the purposes of God. This is what He says, beginning at verse 
3.  

“But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among 
saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 
thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous 
(that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 

 
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For 
it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed to the light, it 
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arose from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil.’” 

 
Notice that at this point Paul begins again with speech. We might recall if we look back in Ephesians 4:25 he already said, 
“…therefore, put falsehood away from you”; no lying tongues. Now again as he proceeds to push on the issue of holiness 
he wants to address our speech. Like fragrance, sound is three dimensional. Speech reaches the ears even of those who 
cannot see you or touch you. By means of speech Paul implies we are able to bear witness to others and we are also able to 
wound others, at a distance. Paul’s warning is that we can wound people simply by our choice of topic – although at issue 
here is not primarily the topic but our purpose in speaking of it. Paul, you see, is not actually saying (as I think we can 
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understand), that we can never speak of these forbidden things – he himself would be violating his own standard in that 
case. Rather you recognize you realize that the second statement clarifies the first. Filthiness and foolish talk are grouped 
with crude jokes, and they are contrasted with giving thanks. Sexual immorality and impurity are generally the substance of 
filthiness and foolish talk and crude jokes. Along with covetousness these, Paul is saying, are not ever to be the substance of 
our entertainment, whether we have in mind the books we read, the shows we watch, the films we go to or even casual 
conversation that so easily descends into gossip. We are reminded at this point of the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:34-35. 
Remember what He said; we looked at this before. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” So, if anyone of 
us wants to do a quality test, just think  back on what has come out of your mouth in the past week, and then recognize 
that what came out is a clear broadcast and demonstration of what fills your heart. I thought about this and realized this is a 
reflection of what they talk about computers. What is inside a computer? Whatever is in the computer is what you put in 
there. And if it’s garbage in, what’s going to come out? Garbage! The counsel here is to avoid garbage. That is worth us 
thinking about concerning the entertainment choices we make, in terms of the quality of the conversations we have with one 
another, or perhaps not with one another here, but with people we know “out there.”  
 
Jesus went on in the 35th verse to say, “The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out 
of his evil treasure brings fourth evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for – now listen to this – 
every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.“  We 
recognize at once that here Jesus is using the word justify in the second of the senses I have talked about. Not justified at 
the cross through the freely given grace of God, but rather justified because my words, by casual careless words give 
evidence that my heart and my mind have been brought into agreement or alignment with God, so that I am thinking God’s 
thoughts after Him. I have God’s affections in my heart; or I don’t, and that is what is revealed. Sometimes we wonder and 
worry and fuss about why we need to have devotions in the morning. Why not have them when we’re awake? Good 
question. One of the reasons is that you don’t want to launch yourself into the public without having first refreshed the 
waters of your soul and refreshed and cleansed the thoughts of your mind and put again the word of God into its proper 
place within yourself so that it is restraining and repressing the natural impulses of the flesh which would assert itself except 
for the restraining presence of the Holy Spirit, Who is your friend. You want Him to be your friend, because you want 
Him – if you’re like me, you can just imagine how tangled up I can get with my tongue! I want the Spirit restraining my 
tongue.  
 
In response to Jesus’ words that are so strong – every casual word, every careless comment? – we instantly discount them. In 
our selves we say, “Ha, you know it is exaggerated statement. Jesus does not mean what He said. Really, He doesn’t mean 
that.” But that is what Jesus said. Paul’s statement that people who indulge in the sins of sexual immorality, impurity and 
covetousness (this is Ephesians 5:5), people who indulge in those sins have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God. I cannot tell you how many times people have come to me and asked me – it is just wonderful – and they will say, 
“Do you think my fifth cousin twice removed is saved?” I respond, “I don’t know; what is the situation?” “Well you know 
they accepted Jesus when they were five and they have lived like hellions ever since. But they did go forward.” “Well, what 
do you think?” I respond. “What would Paul say?”  
 
Notice in v.6 Paul says, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience.” I fear that many have been deceived. We have told ourselves and we tell each other that 
holiness of life is not only a secondary matter, but it is really optional. We talk like this: “You know some people are just 
good; that is just the way they are. I am not that way. That is not the way I am. Isn’t it great that God is full of grace, so 
that they can be good and I can do what I want and we are all saved? Americans are nice!” But that is not the way that either 
Jesus or Paul speak of the matter. 
 
This is an appropriate point, and I have built this into my message very purposefully, to clarify my recent reference to 
Christians bearing a 900 pound pack. Did anybody notice that last week? I said that Christians bear a 900 pound pack 
upon their back. I realize that that was a spontaneous metaphor and it got me into a heap of trouble. I had two lovely, godly 
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women from this congregation come to me and with such sweet goodness basically say, “What were you talking about?” 
That should always make you nervous. You don’t want people to wonder what you were talking about. And then I 
remembered where I had the image in my mind; I remembered where it had come from, and then I knew I was really in 
trouble. How many of you have read “Pilgrim’s Progress” by John Bunyan? If you have read that you know that he has a 
metaphor of Christian who has a huge bag on his back which is sin and he goes to the cross at the beginning of his journey 
and when he accepts Jesus Christ the 900 pound bag falls off his back and he goes free! So my metaphor disagrees with 
John Bunyan and that is really not a good thing to do for he is one of the great writers and spokesmen and defenders of the 
gospel!  
 
The first thing I want you to know is that I never regret when someone comes to me and says, “Are you sure you meant to 
say what you said?” Just do it nicely! I do need to clarify, but I will not change my ground. I hope to make my ground clear. 
 
What we are talking about here is the yoke of Christ. How did Jesus describe His yoke: light and easy. How many can 
imagine carrying a 900 pound on your back is light and easy? We are going to talk about that. The first thing I want you to 
do is to turn to Hebrews 12:3-4. I said last week when we dealt with this topic that we are dealing with the heart and 
essence of the Christian walk, so I cannot go swiftly by this and not deal with the issue in a proper manner. This is what the 
author writes in Hebrews 12:3-4, “Consider [Jesus] who endured from sinners such hostility to himself, so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” 
In what ways do we resist sin? The primary reference in Hebrews 12, because it is Jesus resisting sin, is resisting sin from 
those persecute. Some of us will experience persecution. Actually potentially all of us [will] if we grow bold in our faith, and 
that can be a great struggle indeed. Sometimes we also struggle against the sin that is within us. That is more clearly brought 
out if we go over to 12:10. There the author says, “God disciplines us for our good that we may share his holiness.” We are 
disciplined so that we know how to distinguish between good and evil and how to consistently choose what is good and 
refuse what is evil. We are disciplined so that we bring, as I said before, our thoughts and our affections into agreement 
with God. I don’t know about you, but I do know about me, that is a very hard challenge at many times. [On this see also 
Hebrews 5:11-14] 
 
This is only, however, the first and the lesser level of difficulty. Jesus said his yoke is light and easy. What does this mean? 
To rightly understand what Jesus meant, we must compare it to the other yoke. What is the other yoke? It is the yoke of 
sin. That is the comparison. What is the yoke of sin? Oh, it is death and hopelessness. The yoke of sin is a life-crushing 
weight. The yoke of sin is a blank wall of despair. The yoke of sin is an eternity separated from God, and God is the source 
and substance of all life, all joy, all truth, all goodness, all that is right and excellent and worthy. So, let me ask, which is the 
heavier yoke, the yoke of sin or the yoke of Jesus? There is no comparison! Compared to the yoke of sin Jesus’ yoke is 
indeed light, for it is full of hope. As Paul told the Romans in Romans 8:18, and again in 2 Corinthians 4:17, he says this: 
“…I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us…”. How many know the story of Paul? What suffering did he endure? He was flogged, he was beaten, he was cast out 
and stoned. To the Corinthians Paul says, “For this slight and momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison.” In both of these statements we hear Paul saying that Christ’s yoke does indeed weigh 
something. The yoke of Christ does indeed weigh [with] suffering and affliction. Of course it does! Because to walk in 
agreement with God is to walk in disagreement with the world. But there is yet more. Why is this yoke so heavy? Hear what 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 and 2:4. Paul says this: “We do not want you, brothers, to be ignorant of the affliction 
we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt 
that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.” 
Then in chapter 2:4 he says, “For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to 
causes you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.”  Ah! The weight of the yoke of Christ is love. It 
is first of all love for God. Let me tell you, as I grow in love for God, I deepen in the anguish of my heart for my own sin! 
That burden is heavy, for I would be pleasing in His sight. I know that it is in fact a clearing out of sin from my life that 
liberates me to be His servant, to speak His truth, to engage in the acts of charity, kindness, love and the defense of 
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righteousness and truth: these things are the things that sin in my life prevents. But it is in the pursuit of these things that I 
say, “My God, I love You.”  
 
In 2 Corinthians 2:4 I am reminded that I love my brothers and sisters. It is a very dangerous thing to fall in love with 
people: you may have noticed. I have said before, you will be hurt the most by those you love the most, because love renders 
your heart and your life vulnerable to them. How vulnerable? Think of Jesus on the cross. God said, “I love you so much I 
will die.” And we are called to that kind of love. So, I stand behind – or beneath – my 900 pound pack. I do not think that 
it is an unjust or an inaccurate characterization as long as I remember I’m not carrying the 9 million pounds that the yoke 
of sin would put upon me!  
 
“In all our afflictions”, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 7:5-9, “In all our afflictions, I am over-flowing with joy.” “Overflowing 
with joy”: this is what puzzles the worldling about Christians. Christians understand that profound sorrow and great joy are 
by no means strangers to one another. Through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit of God we know and can indeed 
experience simultaneously both this profound sense of sorrow and grief and struggle and this exhilarating reality of the 
sustaining love of God and be glad, as was sung to us so sweetly earlier. “I am overflowing with joy, for when came into 
Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. But God, who 
comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with 
which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoice still more. 
For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, 
though only for a while. As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For 
you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.”  He knows great joy! 
 
This, then, is the explanation. The fullness and intensity of our joy is directly proportional to the depth and power of our 
love for God and for others. And that is also the measure of our sorrow for sin’s continued presence in our lives and for the 
havoc of sin in the lives of those we love for Jesus’ sake. Beloved, I fear we often prefer the light and passing pleasures of 
idle amusement to the great joys that flow from God into the hearts of those who are broken for love’s sake. Hebrews 
11:24-26: this eloquent testimony was written about one of the great saints of all time. “By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of god than 
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward.” I am sure that we will probably talk about this same subject in the discipleship hour. Perhaps 
you will want to join us there. Hopefully we have some broader and better understanding.  
 
Tonight we will continue with our study “Silencing the Christians.” Here is a parallel question, let me ask you this. How 
much do you love your nation? How much do we love our freedoms? How much do we love our neighbors? I will tell you 
how much: by just as much as any of us is willing to struggle and suffer for their well being. I received an email from a 
member of the congregation who is very much focused on what is happening in our nation. The email concluded with this, 
“I will study in order that I know how to vote well.” If I love my nation, I love my neighbor, I love freedom then I will 
sacrifice to ensure that it is well. If I make no sacrifice, I lay claim to no love. The Old Testament has a great deal to say 
regarding both sexual immorality and impurity and we will take that topic up when we come together next week. I hope 
that we can also reflect soberly what it means that we have taken upon ourselves the yoke of Christ, and to begin to walk in 
the way of righteousness and truth to which He calls us. Let us pray. 
 
Our heavenly Father, we thank-you for Your faithfulness to us. We pray that by Your grace we shall be faithful as well. We 
know that our nation is in a time of great turmoil and trouble. Help us to have the courage not to hide from that, but to 
seek out those ways in which we can, by whatever means are available to us, be those who stand up for what is true and 
right, to stand against those who would change this nation into the something else far removed from what was established 
in the beginning, a land in which men and women were free to worship You, to serve You in all of the walks of their lives. 
We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Questions for Understanding and Application: 
1. How does the obedience of faith differ from legalism? 
 
 
 
2. Why is it inappropriate to compare sharing the gospel with selling a product? 
 
 
 
3. Why is Jesus’ yoke “light and easy” compared to the yoke of sin? (See Heb.12:3-4 & 10)  

 
 
 

4. How does spiritual joy differ from spiritual joy? (See 2Cor.7:5-9) Can Jesus’ yoke be or seem heavy? (See 2Cor.1:8-9 & 
2:4) (A parallel passage is 2Peter 1:3-13) 

 
 
 
5. Which seems more prevalent to you, sexual sin or coveting? Which is loved more by most Americans you know, God 

or mammon? What makes sexual sins especially damaging—not “more sinful”, just more harmful? 
 
 
 
6. How is covetousness comparable to idolatry? Have you ever been dissatisfied because you didn’t have something you 

felt you “deserved to have”? Have ever resented someone else for having something you didn’t? How does ambition fit 
in here? 

 
 
 
7. How does “religion” differ from real, vital or saving faith? How do the “sons of disobedience” differ from the 

“children of light”? (See Eph.2:2 and 5:6 & 8) 
 
 
 
8. After reflecting on Paul’s instructions regarding “separation” or “not associating”, what are your thoughts regarding 

both life in the church and witness in the community? (See 1Cor.5:9-11 and Eph.5:6-8) 
 
 
 
9. Why is being “renewed in the spirit of your mind” so important and so challenging for the Christian? 
 


