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220522-1 1Pe 2, 1-10, Jesus Christ, the Chief, Elect, Precious Cornerstone–
CThurman 
 
Chapter one could be summed up like this:  
 

God has begotten these scattered, elect strangers to a living hope and to an 
incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance.  The OT prophets, that 
had prophesied of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow, 
understood that it was to you that they that they ministered those things 
that are now being preached to you by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  
On account of this, as obedient children, perfectly hope (!) for the grace 
that Christ shall bring at His appearing, and be (!) holy.  Pass (!) your 
sojourn here in fear. And, fervently love (!) one another.  

 
It is upon this last thought, the imperative to love one another fervently that Peter 
continues this letter. 
 

Then with a pure heart, fervently loving one another desire (!) the sincere, 
reasonable milk that you might grow by it. 

 
Chapter 2 
              οὖν 
1 ¶  Wherefore                                                                              laying aside all malice,  
      So,  Therefore,          [with a pure heart, fervently                   
         Then, Now                    loving one another]               (acts to hurt others, ill will) 
 

laying aside, a]ποθέμενοι, nom. pl. masc. part. aor. mid of the 

verb a]poti<qhmi, a]po< from, out, out of +  ti<qhmi(v.6, I lay, 8, 

appointed), to appoint, to lay down, to purpose, to set, to 
commit. 
 
malice, κακίαν, acc. sing. of the noun kaki<a, tss. evil (Mt.6.34, 

sufficient to the day is the evil thereof), malice (1Co.5.8, let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness [also 1Pe.2.1]), maliciousness 
(1Pe.2.16, not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, 
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but as servant of  God.), wickedness (Ac.8.22, Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness [thinking that the gift of God’s 
Holy Spirit could be purchased]), naughtiness (Ja.1.21, 
superfluity of naughtiness). 

 
and all       guile,      and                 hypocrisies,          
             deceit, craft           dissimulation, condemnation 
           (speak the truth in love)    (things which create schisms/divisions) 
 

guile, of the noun do<loj, tss. subtility, deceit, craft, guile (Jn.1.47, 

Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile). See the negated 
form of this in the adj. sincere, a@doloj, v.2. 

 
hypocrisies, of the noun u[po<krisij, u[po< under, among +  krisij 

judgment, condemnation, damnation, accusation;  u[po<krisij, is tss. 

hypocrisy, dissimulation, condemnation. 
 

and envies,                                                            and all          evil speakings, 
                                                                                                               backbitings 
(To desire the ways of men that                                                      (Ps.15.1, 3) 
prosper themselves through evil means; 
religious leaders envied Jesus  because of 
the influence he had over people. Joseph’s  
brothers envied him and sold him into Egypt. 
How to cut this off in me: 1Ti.1.6  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
Preachers can be guilty of envy, Phl.1.15, Some indeed preach Christ even of envy  
and strife … It can be a brother in Christ that is working for another brother in 
Christ, 1Ti.6.4.  This is a major issue that most of us must combat. James wrote:  
Ja.4.5,  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in 
[inhabits, katoike<w] us lusteth to envy? 6  But he giveth more grace.) 

 
envies, of the noun which is always tss. with the English envy, 
fqo<noj. 

 
evil speakings, of the noun καταλαλι <a, κατα < down, under +  λαλι<a 

speech; καταλαλι <a, only twice in the NT & tss. backbitings 

(2Co.12.20), evil speakings (1Pe.2.1); the adj. kata<laloj, once in 
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the NT & tss. backbiters; the verb katalale<w,  is tss. to speak evil 

(1Pe.3.16), to speak against (1Pe.2.12). 
 

1 Ἀποθέμενοι οὖν πᾶσαν κακίαν καὶ πάντα δόλον καὶ ὑποκρίσεις καὶ 
φθόνους καὶ πάσας καταλαλιάς 
 

2  As         newborn               babes, desire the       sincere       milk   of the word,  
              ‘born this day’                                          genuine, true,        ,   reasonable 
                                                                                          real 
                                                                                              sincere, word’s milk 
 

newborn, ἀρτιγέννητα, nom. pl. neut. of the noun a]rtige<nnhtoj, 

only this once in the NT, a@rti adv. tss. this hour, now, here, present, 

this day  +  genna<w, tss. to conceive, to be born. 

 
babes, of the noun bre<foj, tss. babe (5), infant ( 1 [Lk.18.15]), child 

(1 [2Ti.3.15]), young children (1, [Ac.7.19]); note that every use of this 
word should be understood of young prior to weaning.  (cf. LXX, 
Ex.2.3) 
 
desire, ἐπιποθήσατε, 2pl. aor. imper. of the verb e]pipoqe<w, e]pi< 

upon, at +  poqe<w, LXXE, desire (Pv.7.15; Es.3.13); e]pipoqe<w, tss. to 

desire, to desire greatly, to long, to long after, to greatly long after, to 
lust. 
 
sincere, a@doloj, an adj. only this once in the NT. See the noun form 

of this in verse 1, guile. 
 
milk, ga<la, a noun, always tss. milk (5). 

 
of the word, logiko<j, an adj. twice in the NT, your reasonable 

service (Ro.12.1) and sincere milk of the word (1Pe.2.2). 
 
        ἵνα 
       that          ye           may grow                 thereby: 
in order that        might be increased              by it (that milk) 
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may grow, αὐξηθῆτε, 2pl. aor. subj. pass. of the verb au]ca<nw, is tss. to 

grow, to increase, to grow up (2Pe.3.18). 
 
The first main statement is: You desire (!) the milk. 
 
As the newborn baby desires his mother’s milk so the child of God should 
desire the milk of the word of God.  There is something terribly wrong 
when the baby’s desire is not to his mother. And there is something very 
wrong when a child of God has no desire for Christ and His word. 
 
There is a spiritual food which the Lord provides for the good of the souls of 
His people.  He has provided food for all of them no matter what the age, 
whether young or old and no matter what his circumstances might be.  We 
are reminded of this when we consider the OT nation of Israel as they 
sojourned through the wilderness for 40 years.  The LORD sustained them 
the entire way with manna, which was called the corn of heaven (Ps.78.24), 
angels’ food (Ps.78.25), and bread of heaven (Ps.105.40). 
  
The LORD rained manna down from heaven day by day.  Every night when 
the dew fell upon the earth there came with it the manna.  (cf. Nu.11.9)  
And every morning when the Israelite went out he found that the LORD has 
given Him his food sufficient for the day. ‘[H]e that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every 
man according to his eating.’ (cf. Ex.16.18)  This bread was ground, beaten, 
then baked in ovens, fried in pans, boiled in water, made into cakes, loaves, 
and pancakes, and tasted like wafers made with honey and fresh olive oil. 
(cf. Ex.16.31; Nu.11.8) In this way, through this most simple means the 
LORD fed millions of the sons of Jacob until they reached to the land of 
promise. But it represented the word of God.   
 

Deu.8.1 ¶  All the commandments which I command thee this day 
shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and 
possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers. 
2  And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove 
thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no. 
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3  And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee 
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, 
 

Lk.12.23  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than 
raiment.  
… 
30  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: 
and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 
31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 
32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 
33  Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags 
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, 
where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 
34  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
35  Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 
36  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, 
when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
LORD doth man live. 
 

4  Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, 
these forty years. 
5  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth 
his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. 
6  Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy 
God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him. 
 

Of course this represented Jesus Christ upon whom the children of God 
depended day by day for all their needs.  
 

Joh 6:32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven (Jesus means by this 
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that the manna which was given them in Moses’ day was only a type 
for the real.); but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world. 
34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 
35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst. 

 
Apart from Jesus Christ life itself has no meaning, no direction, no purpose, 
no goal.  Apart from Jesus Christ it had been better that a man had never 
been born.  (cf. Mt.26.24) 
 
The children of God are commanded to desire the milk of the word.  The 
word of God equips them for living in this present world, prepares them for 
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and for eternity in the presence of God.   
 

Tit.2.12  (the grace of God has appeared to all [kinds of] men) 
Teaching us (through the doctrine of God, v.10 ) that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; 
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 

 
that ye may grow thereby – The word of God alone can bring the child of 
into a mature and proper relationship with God and man. Apart from the 
mild of the word growth is stymied. 
 
2 ὡς ἀρτιγέννητα βρέφη τὸ λογικὸν ἄδολον γάλα ἐπιποθήσατε ἵνα ἐν αὐτῷ 
αὐξηθῆτε 

 
3  If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is        gracious. 
                                  eaten                                good, kind, easy 
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have tasted, ἐγεύσασθε, 2pl. aor. ind. of the verb geu<omai, tss. to 

taste (12), to eat (3), and synonymous to partake. 
 
gracious, χρηστὸς, an adj. tss. easy (my yoke is easy, Mt.11.30), 
better, kind (for he is kind unto the unthankful, Lk.6.35), good, 
goodness (knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance? Ro.2.4), gracious. 
 

If it is true that we have tasted then it is also true that we should desire the 
sincere milk to grow.  It is difficult to tell whether one has genuinely tasted 
of Christ when the behavior is unaltered; when the professor pays only lip 
service to Christ.  Them that have personally tasted of Christ’s goodness, 
His kindness would lay off the former manner and feast on His word.  It is 
the goodness of God that led us to the place of original repentance.   
  
3 εἴπερ ἐγεύσασθε ὅτι χρηστὸς ὁ κύριος 

 
4 ¶  To whom      coming,     as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men,  
                          drawing near                                             rejected     truly 
                                                                                           disapproved 
 

coming, προσερχόμενοι, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of prose<rxomai, 

tss.  to come to, to draw near to. 
 

disallowed, ἀποδεδοκιμασμένον, acc. sing. part. pres. pass. of 
a]podokima<zw, a]po< from, of, out of +  dokima<zw to approve, to 

prove, to examine, to try, to allow; a]podokima<zw, tss. to reject, (7), 

to disallow (2 [1Pe.2.4, 7]). 
 

but chosen of God, and precious, 
 

This Stone was rejected by the builders.  (cf. Mt.21.42)   
 

builders, the verb oi]kodome<w, oi#koj a house +  de<mw, to 

construct or build. So, here the Lord Jesus was rejected by the 
framers of the house of Israel in the Lord’s day. 

 



The 1Peter Series 

8 
 

The Stone was rejected by the elders.(cf. Mk.8.31)  It was rejected by the 
religious/political leaders of the nation of Israel in His day.  And it was 
rejected by the generation of His day.  (cf. Lk.17.25) Though Christ was 
rejected by the world we have come to Him who is the chosen and 
esteemed by God Himself. 

 
4 πρὸς ὃν προσερχόμενοι λίθον ζῶντα ὑπὸ ἀνθρώπων μὲν 
ἀποδεδοκιμασμένον παρὰ δὲ θεῷ ἐκλεκτὸν ἔντιμον 

 
5  Ye also, as lively stones, are    built up    a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,  
                                                       constructed 
 

are built up, οἰκοδομεῖσθε, 2pl. pres. ind. of the verb oi]kodome<w, see 

directly above under Mt. 21.42; cf. v.7, builders; oi]kodome<w, tss. to 

build, to build up, to edify, to embolden. 
 
[are built up] 
                      to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

                               acceptable, spiritual sacrifices 
 

to offer up, ἀνενέγκαι, aor. infin. act. of the verb a]nafe<rw, 

meaning to bear, to carry up, to bring up, to lead up, to offer, 
to offer up. 
 
acceptable, εὐπροσδέκτους, acc. fem. pl. of the adj. 
eu]pro<sdektoj, eu] well +  pro<j unto, toward +  dektoj, adj. 

of the verb dexomai, accepted, acceptable. 

 
The second main statement is: You are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood.   
 
a spiritual house –Every church, which is the house of God, is made of 
spiritual people, a regenerated membership.  In this place these spiritual 
people live spiritual lives, hear spiritual words, and offer spiritual sacrifices 
to God by Jesus Christ.  They receive spiritual gifts, sing spiritual songs, pray 
spiritual prayers, receive and give spiritual blessings and desire spiritual 
things.  
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an holy priesthood – I do not understand why any child of God would deny 
that there is a priesthood of the believer in view of this statement and 
others in the NT?  
 

Re.1.5  And [also, grace and peace] from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, 
6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Remember that Peter wrote this letter to the scattered, elect strangers 
which are in churches of Jesus Christ among the nations.  These are 
constructed into a spiritual house and an holy priesthood.  These, and 
others like them, are the only ones that can worship God in spirit and in 
truth. (cf. Jn.4.23)  There is no other place, no other group, no other body, 
no others means for the worship of God other than in this house and by 
this priesthood.  This is with reference to all of the churches of Jesus Christ. 
This is not what believers at large, disconnected, disassociated with the 
Lord’s church can do.  To be outside of one the Lord’s churches is to be 
outside of what God has ordained for proper worship, praise, thanksgiving, 
fellowship, growth, witness, and preservation and support of the word of 
God in the earth until the revelation and coming  again of His Son from 
heaven. 
  
There is an holy priesthood.  It is the saints of the churches.  Jesus Christ 
Himself is High Priest over the house of God. 
 

Heb 10:21  And having an high priest over the house of God … 
 
5 καὶ αὐτοὶ ὡς λίθοι ζῶντες οἰκοδομεῖσθε οἶκος πνευματικὸς ἱεράτευμα 
ἅγιον ἀνενέγκαι πνευματικὰς θυσίας εὐπροσδέκτους τῷ θεῷ διὰ Ἰησοῦ 
Χριστοῦ 

 
6  Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion  
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Isa 28:16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay (found, 
establish, ordain) in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure foundation (lit. a founded foundation): 
he that believeth shall not make haste.  (‘I lay in Zion a tried, precious 
cornerstone for a sure foundation.) 
 

lay, dsayA, yah-sahd, tss. to lay, to found, to establish, to ordain. 

 

make haste, wUH, choosh, and tss. to haste, perhaps to act as 

on that has no  guide or help, and hasty to act from confusion. 
  

Ro 9:33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and 
rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed. 

 
Sion appears to be the future habitation of all of the saints of God of Israel 
and the NT church.  It appears to be a reference to the Heavenly City, the 
New Jerusalem which the apostle John saw come down from God out of 
heaven to the new earth. 
 

Heb 12:22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels … 
 

The daughter of Sion refers to the city of cities of this present earth, 
Jerusalem which is located in the land of Palestine.   
 

Joh 12:15  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting 
on an ass’s colt. (cf. Mt 21:5) 
 
Is.1.7  Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your 
land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as 
overthrown by strangers. 
8  And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a 
lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 
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The daughters of Zion refer to the towns and villages surrounding the great 
city of Jerusalem. 

 
a   chief   corner stone,   elect,     precious: and he that believeth on him  
  primary                          chosen    reputed 
                                                         honorable 
 

chief corner, ἀκρογωνιαῖον, acc. sing. masc. of the noun 
a]krogwniai?oj, a@kroj adj., tip, top, foremost +  gwni<a, corner, 

quarter. 
 
elect, ἐκλεκτὸν, acc. sing. masc. of the adj. e]klekto<j, tss. chosen, 

elect. 
 
precious, ἔντιμον, acc. sing. masc. of the adj. e@ntimoj, tss. dear, 

honourable, reputation, precious. 
 

shall not be        confounded. 
                      ashamed, dishonored 
 

confounded, καταισχυνθῇ, 3s. aor. subj. pass. of the verb  
kataisxu<nw, kata< after, as +  ai]sxu<nw, to be ashamed; 

kataisxu<nw, tss. to shame, to confound, to dishonor. 

 
Jesus Christ is that chief stone of that eternal city which is coming.  None 
shall come to this place outside of Him. 
 
6 διὸ καὶ περιέχει ἐν τῇ γραφῇ Ἰδού, τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον ἀκρογωνιαῖον 
ἐκλεκτὸν ἔντιμον καὶ ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ οὐ μὴ καταισχυνθῇ 

 
7  Unto you therefore which  believe  he is precious: but unto them  
                                                     commit 
 

which believe, πιστεύουσιν, 3pl. pres. ind. of the verb pisteu<w, to 

believe, to commit, to put in trust (so, to put in trust); 1Pe.1.8, 21; 
2.6, 7. 
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precious, τιμὴ, a noun tss. price, honor, sum, precious. 
 

which   be disobedient,   the stone     which    the builders disallowed,  
                      disobey                             the ones                           rejected 
 

which be disobedient, ἀπειθοῦσιν, 3pl. pres. ind. of the verb 
a]peiqe<w, a] negative particle +  pei<qw, tss. to persuade, to trust, to 

obey, to believe, to be confident, to assure; a]peiqe<w, tss. to believe 

not, to be unbelieving, to not obey (1Pe.3.1; 4.17, obey not), to be 
disobedient (1Pe.2.7, which be disobedient; 1Pe.2.8, being 
disobedient; 1Pe.3.20, were disobedient). 
 
builders, οἰκοδομοῦντες, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of the verb 
oi]kodome<w, tss. to build, to build up, to edify, to embolden;  v.5, are 

built up. 
 

  οὗτος                                                     εἰς 
the same                    is made                            the head of the corner, 
     this        [stone]        become  [into or for] 
 

is made, ἐγενήθη, 3s. aor. pass. of the verb gi<nomai, to be. 

 
head, κεφαλὴν, acc. sing. of the noun kefalh<, and always tss. with 

the English head. 
 

7 ὑμῖν οὖν ἡ τιμὴ τοῖς πιστεύουσιν ἀπειθοῦσιν δὲ Λίθον ὃν ἀπεδοκίμασαν 
οἱ οἰκοδομοῦντες οὗτος ἐγενήθη εἰς κεφαλὴν γωνίας 

 
8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of          offence,  
                                 offense                               an occasion to fall 
 

stumbling, προσκόμματος, gen. sing. of the noun pro<skomma,  pro<j 

to, at, toward +  ko<ptw to lament, to cut down, to mourn, to bewail, 

to wail; pro<skomma, stumbling, stumblingblock, an offence; v.8, 

stumble at, the verb prosko<ptw. 
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offense, σκανδάλου, gen. sing. of the noun ska<ndalon, tss. an 

offense, a stumblingblock, an occasion to fall, a stumbling. 
 
even to them which stumble at the word,   being disobedient:  
                                                                                    disobeying 
 

which stumble, προσκόπτουσιν, 3pl. pres. ind. of the verb 
prosko<ptw, see pro<skomma, v.8. 

 
being disobedient, ἀπειθοῦντες, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of the 
verb a]peiqe<w, v.7. 

 
       εἰς ὃ         καὶ 
whereunto    also they were appointed. 
unto which 
 

were appointed, ἐτέθησαν, 3pl. aor. pass. of the verb ti<qhmi (vss. 1, 

6), to appoint, to lay down, to purpose, to set, to commit. 
 

The verbal phrase being disobedient functions as an adverb and refers the 
present verb which stumble.  The verbal phrase whereunto also they were 
appointed also functions as an adverb and can refer to either present verb 
which  stumble or to being disobedient, or both.  In the final analysis it 
doesn’t matter which it is this is a hard saying for some to receive.  On the 
one hand he writes, He is precious to us that He has brought forth in the 
new birth.  On the other, the remaining which rejected the Stone, Jesus 
Christ were appointed to stumble at the word, and as a result disobey God.  

 
8 καὶ λίθος προσκόμματος καὶ πέτρα σκανδάλου· οἳ προσκόπτουσιν τῷ 
λόγῳ ἀπειθοῦντες εἰς ὃ καὶ ἐτέθησαν 

 
9  But ye are a chosen generation,  
 

The saints (in the NT saints only refers to those baptized believing church-
related disciples of Jesus Christ) are a generation of the elect of God.  There 
is not doubt to me that there are elect outside of the context of the Lord’s 
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church, but Peter directs this to the elect of God that are of the churches of 
Jesus Christ.  And of these he writes, 

 
a royal priesthood,  
 

They are a priesthood of royals, nobles, kings. This priesthood is made up of 
kings or royalty.   
 

Re 5:10  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we 
shall reign on the earth. 
 

Who are these?  The churches of Jesus Christ!  John wrote to the seven 
churches. These are the only one truly interested in the things that John 
wrote to them. 

 
                                          λαὸς εἰς περιποίησιν 
an holy nation,                  a peculiar people;  
                                       a people to obtain (1Th.5.9; 2th.2.14, ei]j peripoi<hsin) 

                                                             the saving (He.10.39) 
  

Beyond question this refers to a nation among nations, but above all other 
nations; and to a people among other people, but above all people. 

 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him  
                                                       virtues 
 

should shew forth, 2pl. aor. subj. of the verb e]cage<llw, e]k of, from, 

out of  +  a]ge<llw, to tell, publish, declare, divulge; e]cage<llw, is 

only this once in the NT; In the LXXE, it is tss. to be a messenger, to  
report. 
 
praises, of the noun a]reth<, tss. virtue (Phl.4.8, if there be any virtue; 

2Pe.1.3, hath called us to glory and virtue, 5, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; virtues/qualities; LXXE, the praise, the 
power, the virtue. 
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The virtues or character of Christ. The way Christ lived, so we live. This is 
the marvelous light into which Peter now refers. 

 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
                                                                                   admirable 
 

marvelous, θαυμαστὸν, acc. sing. neut. of the noun qaumasto<j, tss. 

marvelous (6), marvel (1); the verb qauma<zw, is tss. to marvel, to 

wonder, to admire (2Th.1.10) 
 

This is the power of Christ in us that has worked to call us out of darkness 
into His marvelous light.  The admirable qualities of Jesus Christ should be 
those found in His children. He called us out of darkness into his admirable 
light, a kind of light that should be shining out in our lives. 

 
9 Ὑμεῖς δὲ γένος ἐκλεκτόν βασίλειον ἱεράτευμα ἔθνος ἅγιον λαὸς εἰς 
περιποίησιν ὅπως τὰς ἀρετὰς ἐξαγγείλητε τοῦ ἐκ σκότους ὑμᾶς 
καλέσαντος εἰς τὸ θαυμαστὸν αὐτοῦ φῶς· 

 
10  Which   in time past   [were] not a people, but [are] now the people of God:  
                      aforetime 
 
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
 

10 οἵ ποτε οὐ λαὸς νῦν δὲ λαὸς θεοῦ οἱ οὐκ ἠλεημένοι νῦν δὲ ἐλεηθέντες 
 


