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How many of you would agree that sometimes the toughest part of walking with God is waiting on Him for 

various things.  Today’s message deals with waiting on God, failing to wait, and God’s faithfulness to us over 

time. God’s call and promises bring anticipation and excitement.  But waiting on God’s timing can sometimes 

cause excitement and enthusiasm to diminish.  Well we are going to study a few more weeks about Abraham 

and Sarah as they tried to follow God’s call.   

Last week we learned from Abram and Sarah’s obedience what it takes to follow a call from God. 

 Obeying with limited knowledge 

 Taking Risk and leaving comfort: Lifestyle change 

 Believing that God holds and controls the future. 

And I touched on the promises about offspring and land and a nations God made him and Sarai.  We touched on 

Sarai submitting to Abram and putting her hope in God that Abram was really hearing from God.  But this week 

were going to look at a time when his and Sarai’s faith faltered.  The title of the message is “When Faith 

Falters”.   

God called Abram and Sarai.  They obeyed and moved and left home, family, familiarity, comfort, security and 

such.  And then they waited, and waited, and waited, and waited, and waited…. And 10 years later they were 

still without child.  And their faith and confidence was getting a bit shaky.  (When your 75 & 65, 10 yrs is a 

long time to wait to get pregnant.) 

There is not a single person in this room whose faith has not at some time faltered and fluctuated while waiting 

on God to bring about his promises in our life.  Who would be honest enough to admit that you have gotten 

impatient with God over something or maybe got a head of God?  Perhaps you’re waiting on God to bring a 

child or parent or spouse to saving faith.  Perhaps your waiting on God to bring that fulfilling job or business 

opportunity your way.  Perhaps you’re trying really, really hard to get out of debt and you need God’s 

intervention.  And we get tempted to give up on God and take matters into our own hands.  That’s what 

happened with Abram and Sarai and its what will happen to you and me if we don’t learn from their mistake. 

Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 

and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (NIV)   

Well lets pray and then get into the scripture and learn about the importance of persevering in faith. 

Prayer: God I pray for the understanding that you act in our lives according to your timetable.  And Lord help us 

to patiently and faithfully persevere as we wait for you to fulfill your promises and answer our prayers and lead 

us in our calling.  Help us to learn today about the importance of not devising our own plans and taking 

shortcuts.  And for any who are here today who have made mistakes, doubted you, or are faltering in their faith 

right now, I pray they will return to you finding your  faithfulness and grace. 

 

Today we are going to have a good bit of reading rather than me just summarize.  I want you all to hear what 

was going on.  But before we do let’s review. 

 

Abram was 75 and Sarah was 65 when God called them to leave their homeland and go to a land that God 

would soon show them.  We read in Genesis 12 that God promised them to make their name great, to bless 

them, and make a nation out of them.  But they were barren and had no children.  So God promised to make a 

nation out of them and their offspring.  And he promised to channel his blessing to every nation through their 

offspring.  That’s chapter 12.   
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Late in ch 13 sometime later Abram is standing on top of a mountain God visits him and tells him that the land 

all around him is the land that would one day be for his descendants.  So that was encouraging.  God fulfilled 

early on the promise to show him the land.  But that is a long way from it being his and being filled with a 

nation of people.  In Chapter 15, several years after they received their call, Abram and Sarai, are still without a 

child and their faith is beginning to falter.  Let’s pick it up in Ch 15. 

 

Genesis 15:1-21 (NIV)   
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 

shield, your very great reward." 2But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I 

remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "You 

have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."  
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your 

own body will be your heir." 5He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--

if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  
6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  
7He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land 

to take possession of it."  
8But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?"  
9So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove 

and a young pigeon."  
10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the 

birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove 

them away.  
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over 

him. 13Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country 

not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14But I will punish the nation 

they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15You, however, will go to 

your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth generation your descendants will 

come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."  
17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and 

passed between the pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates-- 19the land of the 

Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites 

and Jebusites."  

 

What an experience that must have been.  So God steps it up and rekindles Abram’s faith with a vision and 

covenant.  And the ceremony indicates that God is the fulfiller of the promise not Abram.  God is the one 

making the covenant with Abram not Abram with God.  God is the one who walked between the carcasses.   

 

However long Abram’s faith was rekindled by that we don’t know but immediately following ch 15 Abram’s 

and Sarah’s faith plummits and they make a terrible, terrible mistake.  At this point they are 85 and 75 years of 

age.  10 years have lapsed and still no child.  It is at this point when they take matters into their own hands and 

try to help God.  They get ahead of God is what they do. They create a terrible, terrible mess.  Perhaps out of 

despair or feeling that she is somehow the problem Sarai comes to Abram with a solution to their waiting. 

 

Genesis 16:1-12 (NIV)   
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named 

Hagar; 2so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my 

maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." 
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Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife 

took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4He slept with Hagar, 

and she conceived. 

When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5Then Sarai said to Abram, "You 

are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she 

is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me."  
6"Your servant is in your hands," Abram said. "Do with her whatever you think best." Then Sarai 

mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.  
7The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road 

to Shur. 8And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?" 

"I'm running away from my mistress Sarai," she answered.  
9Then the angel of the LORD told her, "Go back to your mistress and submit to her." 10The angel added, 

"I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count."  
11The angel of the LORD also said to her:  "You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall 

name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery.   
12He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, 

and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers." 

  

IN chapter 17 another 13 years have elapsed. Abraham is 99 and Sarah 89.  And Abraham is thinking that 

Ishmael is still thinking that what He and Sarai did worked and Ishmael was answer to the promise.  And then 

God shows up for a conversation with Abram.  This is a pivotal chapter.   

 

Summary of 17:1-14 God reiterates his covenant promises with Abraham.  And he established circumcision as 

the mark of the covenanting.  All is well and then the bombshell gets dropped. 

 

Genesis 17:15-22 (NIV)   
God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be 

Sarah. 16I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the 

mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  
17Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years 

old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 18And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might 

live under your blessing!"  
19Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will 

establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20And as for 

Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his 

numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 21But my 

covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year." 22When he had 

finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.  

 

Abram executed the covenant and had all the males including him and Ishmael circumcised and then God 

visited him again. This time not in a vision but in the form of three men.  And One of them God used to speak 

this: 

 

Genesis 18:10-15 (NIV)   
Then the LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will 

have a son." 

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11Abraham and Sarah were 

already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12So Sarah laughed to 

herself as she thought, "After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?"  
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13Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I 

am old?' 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and 

Sarah will have a son."  
15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, "I did not laugh."  But he said, "Yes, you did laugh." ….. 

 

Genesis 21:1-7 (NIV)   
Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 

2Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised 

him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 4When his son Isaac was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 

Isaac was born to him.   6Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this 

will laugh with me." 7And she added, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age."  

 

 

Control Lesson: God is sovereign in the affairs of his people and carrying out his will 

Remember, God controls the future.  He is directing this whole human and earth thing.  He may allow 

various things to happen that are not his will.  But he doesn’t allow us or the things we do to monkey 

with his plans of redemption.  When Abraham asked God to just let Ishmael be the one, God’s NO was 

definite and unalterable.  It would not be a child of the flesh but one of the spirit and promise of God. 

 

Power Lesson: God All powerful and Doesn’t Need Our Help  

We don’t have to make things easier for God.  He does things such that we know it is Him and not 

something we did on our own.  He gets the glory and we get the assurance that He is capable of 

declaring his will in advance and then bringing it to pass in power.  

 

God waited until their reproductive abilities were dead within them and then enabled them to conceive 

so that Isaac would truly be the child of promise.  Brought about by the promise of God and the renewed 

faith of Abraham. 

 

Grace Lesson: God is faithful when our Faith Falters. 

Perhaps the most amazing lesson here is this one.  When Abraham and Sarah created the whole Hagar 

and Ishmael mess God did not waver in his call of Abraham.  God did not change his mind about using 

Abraham and Sarah.   

 

He let them feel the brunt of their mistake.  He let them deal with the pain of going about God’s work in 

the flesh but he did not change or wavor in his favor or calling or blessing of Abraham and Sarah. 

 

Their Faith faltered but God remained faithful 

 

I want you to turn in your bibles and look at an astounding statement made by Paul about Abraham and Sarah’s 

faith. 

 

Romans 4:19-20 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he 

was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief 

regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, (NIV)   

What gives here.  We have seen that their faith did falter but Paul says they didn’t weaken in their faith or 

waver.  Can this be a true statement?  How do we rectify this statement with the clear record we have in Genesis 

16? 
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Could it be that since Abraham submitted to God ultimately and continued to follow God and his will that God 

sees not the dip in road but the way Abraham finished the race?   

 

Notice that last line “… but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God.”   

 

Before Isaac was born when Abraham was about a 100 years old he was strengthened in his faith to believe 

once again that it still wasn’t too late for God to give Him and Sarah a son.  He let go of his plan to make 

Ishmael the one and he submitted to God in faith that he could do the impossible. 

 

Friends what you are looking at here is a truly marvelous lesson of Grace. 

 

Maybe you have made a serious mistake.  Maybe you have gotten ahead of God; given up on God; shelved your 

calling;  

 

When our faith falters, God remains faithful, in control. 

 

Next week we’re going to learn how to avoid getting ahead of God.  But lets conclude this week with a lesson 

of Grace.  God is willing to put you back into the game in significant ways.  If you will confess what needs to 

be confessed and submit yourselves to the Lord and His plans, He is still willing to work through you. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

  

 


