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Introduction:  Open your Bible this morning to Acts 13.  I’ll be reading two brief passages this 

morning: Acts 11:19-26 and Acts 13:1-3.  This morning I want to talk about “An Antioch Vision 

for the Church”. 

 

Thank You for Considering Me 

� First of all let me say that I am humbled and honored to be here as we consider God’s 

will for the future of His church assembled here today.  We may formally be two 

churches here today, but we are already one in Christ!  We already have the same Head 

and King of our lives.   

 

What is Our Vision? 

I believe that this is an historic day.  Today we have to ask ourselves—if 

God should so join us together, what is our vision?  What does God want 

us to be?  We don’t just get in the car and start out without a map.  

We’ve got to know where we are going.  Somebody said, “If you aim at 

nothing, you’ll hit it every time”.  We need to know where we are headed 

if God should call us together.   I am convinced that we don’t need to reinvent the way.  God is 

the designer of His church. Jesus Christ is the Head.  He saved us, and we should be completely 

moldable and teachable to His design for us.   

 

Antioch: A Model Church 

And in God’s Word I believe we have a model for what God wants His church to be.  What I’ll 

be teaching you this morning is not new.  We all know it.  But at Antioch, I believe we find a 

church that displays the radiance of Christ among the nations.  This is what the body of Christ 

looks like on a practical level when it is healthy and growing in Christ and overflowing with the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

The founding and fruitfulness of the Antioch church is described in Acts 11 and 13.  It is a model 

for all churches as to how a church should exalt Jesus Christ in all the nations.  What kind of 

church does God want us to be?  Like the church at Antioch, I propose that God wants us to be… 

 

Outline 

A miracle church moved by the hand of God 

A multicultural church reflecting the heart of God 

A motivated church always before the face of God 

A moldable church always listening to the voice of God 

 

Let’s look at this model church in God’s Word this morning beginning with Acts 11:19-26. 

 



Scripture Reading 

Acts 11:19–26 (ESV) — “Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose 

over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia [Tyre and Sidon] and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 

the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, [Jewish] men of Cyprus and 

Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists [Greek-speaking Gentiles] also, 

preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number 

who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in 

Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he 

was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for 

he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to 

the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he 

brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many 

people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.” 

 

Acts 13:1-3 (ESV) — “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, 

Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 

said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3  Then 

after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” 

 

I. Antioch was a miracle church moved by the hand of God (Acts 11:19-

23). 
 

A. The backdrop of this miracle church was major persecution.  The church at Antioch was 

established in a very hard and hostile environment.  The events of Acts 11 take place in 

around 40AD, or 10 years after Pentecost and there has been a harsh, ongoing persecution 

of Christ’s church by the Jewish leaders.  

 

We read in Acts 11:19, “Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that 

arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia [Tyre and Sidon] and Cyprus and 

Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.” 

 

Two years after the Day of Pentecost, Stephen was stoned with Saul of Tarsus directing 

the deaths not only of Stephen but many Christians.  This wave of Jewish persecution 

continues for another 8 years and the Christians are fleeing all the way to Antioch, about 

375 miles north of Jerusalem.   

 

B. Another backdrop of this miracle was an amazing metropolis.  Antioch was a fantastically 

interesting and culturally rich city!  

 

1. The city of Antioch was renowned for its stunning architecture.  It was celebrated for 

its stunning pagan temple to the god Apollo.  There were aqueducts, amphitheatres and 

great public pools.
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2. Antioch was most renowned for its moral abandonment.  Had we lived at that time, 

we might have called it “Sin City”.  Had you been there, you would have seen Greek 

sailors milling around by Roman philosophers and Jewish merchants.  It was a 

metropolis with every kind of person you could think of.  You would have seen fortune 

tellers and temple prostitution.  The picture you would have gotten was that everyone 

was bent on sensual pleasure with no thought of accountability to Almighty God.  

There was no thought of a higher purpose in life.  The ultimate goal for most people 

was to make themselves happy at all costs. 

 

3. Antioch was also renowned for its great population—it was the third largest city in the 

Roman Empire—It had a population of about 200,000 people. Only Rome and 

Alexandria were larger in ancient times. 

 

4. And by human standards, that’s all Antioch should have been renowned for.  But this 

was the place where a small group of Christian exiles and refugees came preaching the 

message of Jesus Christ.  By human standards, they should have expected only very 

little success.  By all appearances they was no hope of changing Antioch, much less 

the world.   

 

It seemed that they were on a mission of failure.  They could hardly have 

chosen a more difficult place in which to minister.  And yet it was there 

in Antioch where they SAW a MIRACLE.  They saw a church planted and 

thrive by the very hand of God. 

 

5. The great fame of Antioch, for Christians, is that it is the very cradle of Gentile 

Christianity. Here the first Gentile church was founded, (Acts 11:20-21).  It was at 

Antioch the disciples of Jesus Christ were first called Christians (Acts 11:26). It was 

from Antioch that Paul launched all three missionary journeys.  Paul was “the apostle 

to the Gentiles” and this was to be Paul’s home church.  This was the church that 

would launch the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the Gentile world.   

 

C. You see, as it was then, it is still true today—our God is not limited by human potential.   

 

God is not limited by your weakness or your small expectations.  God is sovereign, and He 

will do as He pleases.   

 

� So despite the smallness of the crowd who went as exiles to Antioch,  

� And despite the smallness of their gifts and resources,  

� And despite the hostile environment of both Israel and the pagan world against them,  

� And despite the very small expectations that they would have had, 

� God not only did a work, but He did a work that changed the entire scope of world 

history!   

 

D. God did a miracle in birthing the Antioch church!  Let’s read about it in Acts 11:21 

(ESV)— we read, “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who 

believed turned to the Lord.”   



 

Who was it that was believing?  Verse 19 says they were “Hellenists”—these are Greek 

speaking Gentiles!  This is the birth of the Gentile church. 

 

Barnabas, a witness of God’s grace! 

We read in Acts 11:22 and 23 that Barnabas came up from Jerusalem to Antioch and 

Barnabas noticed that a miracle was happening!  He “saw the grace of God, he was glad”. 

 

• Listen, we have to remember the words of Solomon: “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, They labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1, NKJV). 

 

• Remember also the words of Jesus: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). 

 

Do you know what this is?  It is the birth of what is to become the home church of the 

Apostle Paul!  A miracle has taken place and the church that becomes the very cradle 

of where Gentile Christianity is born and raised!  The Antioch church was divinely 

planted.  It was a miracle church. 

 

There were Jewish believers from Cyrene, which is northern Africa—as well as the Island 

of Cyprus, about a hundred miles off the coast of Israel.  And they come together and start 

evangelizing Gentiles, and a church is born!   

 

Can we all agree that “All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy one comes down!”?  The 

Antioch church was a miracle church.  

 

Transition: But secondly, the Antioch church was… 

 

II. A multicultural church reflecting the heart of God (Acts 11:19-26; 13:1; 

Gal. 2:11-14). 
 

A. The great mark that birthed the Antioch church was cross-cultural evangelism 

(Acts 11:19-26).  We find a peculiar circumstance in  Acts 11:19-20: We find that most of 

the Jewish Christians were “speaking the word [of the Gospel] to no one except Jews.  20 

But there were some of them, [Jewish] men of Cyprus and Cyrene [Libya, Africa], who on 

coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists [Greek speaking Gentiles] also, preaching the 

Lord Jesus”.   

 

Who were the Hellenists? 
Hellenists in this passage are Greek speaking Gentiles.  So these Jews from Cyprus and 

Cyrene started evangelizing Gentiles in Antioch!  Some of these Jews knew the Greek 

language. They were bilingual!  And it was an asset. So they started sharing the Gospel.  

And as a result of their multi-cultural evangelism we see a miracle.  Some plant, 

some water, but God must give the increase! 
 



Christ’s Radiant Bride from All Nations 
You see Christ’s Bride is a multi-ethnic Bride.  When we look at the church triumphant 

and glorified in the book of Revelation, we find that Christ was “slain…[to ransom] people 

for God from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9).  

 

God’s heart is for all nations.  The Moravians heart cry was that “the Lamb who was slain 

would receive the reward of His suffering!”  His reward is not just to ransom people you 

are comfortable with and familiar with.  He wants you to reach beyond your comfort zone.   

 

Navel Gazing and Our Comfort Zone 
It is so easy to stay in our comfort zone, isn’t it?  Most churches in America are looking at 

one another and comparing themselves with each other and naval gazing while a world of 

sinners perishes.  

 

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,  Jesus Christ to die for this world of 

sinners.  He has come to rescue a people for Himself.  He has come to be lifted up among 

all neighborhoods and nations. 

 

Jesus told us to “Go into all the world preach the Gospel and – make disciples of all 

nations! 

 

Diamond Illustration 
Have you ever seen a diamond?  When Jill and I were engaged, I think she must have 

looked at that diamond about a hundred times a day.  She would catch just the right 

glimpse of the lighting in it, and it really was astounding, the myriad of dazzling colors!  

 

Diamonds are truly magnificent.  What makes a diamond so precious is the way it reflects 

light.  It not only reflects the white light that enters it, but it acts as a prism and turns the 

light into a rainbow of color.  The church of Christ is like a diamond.  There are hundreds 

and thousands of different sides and angles with in it.  Each of us reflects the glory of God 

in Christ so that when the white hot light of Christ and His Word enter into the church as a 

whole, it is multiplied and magnified into a breathtaking burst of spectacular color.  When 

you get a glimpse of Christ church in all her diversities of gifts and rich cultures, it is 

magnificent and breath-taking! 

 

I want to give you today a vision of Christ’s church.  I want to show you the radiant Bride 

of Christ that we are all a part of today.  Christ must be lifted up not only in your culture 

but in all cultures! 

 

He would be lifted up among the nations of this world beginning right here. 

 

B. They had a diversity on their leadership team (Acts 13:1).  The leadership team and 

the church reflected the church triumphant in heaven!  Consider their leadership team. 

 



Acts 13:1, “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 

Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.” 

 

� Barnabas: a Jew and a native of Cyprus 

� Simeon: was likely an African, and some think he may have been the one who 

carried the Lord’s cross. 

� Lucius of Cyrene: is also an African brother in Christ. 

� Manaen is a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch: very likely an Idumean and 

Jewish mix.  Many believe he was actually raised in the same household with Herod 

as a brother.  He would have been considered to be a Gentile by the Jews. 

� Saul: Rabbi Saul  

 

So you had two Jews and three Gentiles on the leadership team.  They were very diverse 

in their ethnicity.  They were a multi-cultural ministry.  They were an ethnically 

integrated church, and but this also brought serious problems. 

 

C. Cultural diversity in the church has a history of causing problems! (Gal. 2:11-14). 

 

The Jews had always done things one way.  Now God was directing them to do it another 

way.  Change is hard! 

 

God had directed His people in the past, but since Abraham, it was always through the 

Jewish nation.  God had largely worked through the Jewish nation and proclaimed His 

purposes and glory and salvation through that nation almost exclusively.  But now God 

was taking His people somewhere different—somewhere new. He was broadening their 

horizons. 
 

This was new territory.  The Jewish Christians were uneasy.   

 

Peter’s Problems with the Multicultural Idea 

Now sometimes, we think the expansion of the Gospel was a piece of cake for the 

apostles.  We think, well they were eyewitnesses to the resurrection, so it was all gravy 

for them.   

 

It’s ironic that Peter actually ends up having a serious problem with Gentiles in the 

church.  At Antioch there were now Jews and Gentiles in the same church.  Peter ended 

up at Antioch and he himself caused a division because he felt pressured to favor the 

Jews over the Gentiles.  It became a distraction that overshadowed the Gospel.   

 

Paul says in Galatians 2:11–14 (ESV) — “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 

him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from 

James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated 

himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically 

along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I 

saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before 



them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force 

the Gentiles to live like Jews?”  

 

Of course problems need to be constantly confronted.  There are ten thousand things 

around us that will distract us from the main task, and there will be feelings of patriotism 

for your own country that sometimes get in the way of reaching the nations for Christ. 

 

D. God has brought the mission fields of the world to us!   
 

1. In Illinois in the last decade, there has been an increase in the Hispanic population of 

about 500,000.  The entire Goierri Valley of the Basque Region of Spain that Jill and I 

labored in for five years was only 40,000.  The mission fields of the world have come 

to us!   

 

2. Application: Perhaps you say, I could never reach someone of a different language and 

culture than me!  If your life depended on it you could!  Or if you were so burdened by 

the Spirit of God you could!  ‘ 

 

Camilla Illustration 

Illustration:  I remember when Jill and I were missionaries in Spain, we had a German 

lady visit us.  The first day of her arrival she wanted to go evangelizing.  We were on 

the beach in the autumn time and very few people were out there, but I remember she 

knew only a few words of Spanish, but she began evangelizing there on the beach with 

sign language, and whatever she could!   

 

3. Antioch was a city of around 200,000 people during the time of the book of Acts.  

Within a ten mile radius of Grace Church, there well over half a million people, and 

that is a conservative estimate. 

25,000 – Roselle 

40,000 – Hanover Park 

21,000 – Bloomingdale 

32,000 – Glendale Heights 

42,000 – Bartlett 

41,000 – Carol Stream 

76,000 – Schaumburg 

  8,000 – Itasca 

15,000 – Wood Dale 

50,000 – Streamwood 

110,000 – Elgin 

 75,000 – Arlington Heights 

 35,000 – Elk Grove Village 

 25,000 – West Chicago 

 40,000 - Addison 

635,000  

 



As geographically accessible and strategically located for world-wide 

evangelism as Antioch was in its day almost any city in modern USA is far more 

so.  We have no excuse.  The burden of the Great Commission is just as much 

ours as it was theirs. 

 

The Antioch church was… 

A miracle church moved by the hand of God 

A multicultural church reflecting the heart of God 

 

Transition: Thirdly, the Antioch church was… 

III. A motivated church always before the face of God (Acts 13:1- 2a). 
 

Acts 13:1, “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 

Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2a While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said…” 

 

Jesus quoting the prophet Isaiah (56:7) said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all nations” (Mark 11:17). 

 

When you look at church history, before any great move of God, there was always 

prolonged seasons of prayer.  The Antioch church was a praying church.  More than 

anything they wanted to be a “house of prayer for all nations”. 

 

Consider what God has done in the past.  You think of the people God used.   

� A little German monk to start the reformation.   

� An unknown, uneducated tinker named John Bunyan 

� When you look at the Great Awakening Whitefield and Wesley and Edwards 

� And later the modern missions movement with William Carey and Hudson 

Taylor 

 

What you see is constant prayer… 

 

� You look at Evan Roberts and the Welsh revival 

� Look at men like Moody and Tozer and Ravenhill 

 

� These were not great men.  They were small men with a great God. 

� These were men who spent hours each day in prayer. 

 

� And many of them led congregations that knew what it was to pray!! 

 

� Consider Pentecost.  They prayed.  They sought God.  They waited.  They 

waited on God and sought Him until they were endued with power from on high! 

 

That’s what we need!   

 



The church at Antioch was a congregation that knew how to pray.  They denied 

themselves as they fasted.  They sought the face of God. 

 

 

A. The leaders of the church at Antioch were motivated to pray, and to seek God’s face.  

They sought not to build great buildings or have great programs, but to SEEK God’s face 

in prayer.  They led, first and foremost in prayer.  They were a team that knew that the 

power that changes men’s hearts is not a program or a ritual or the plans of men but the 

Person of the Holy Spirit.  We cannot transform people’s souls.  We cannot even change 

ourselves. We must be led by the Lord through prayer. 

 

They knew that prayer is the engine of the church. 

 

Prayer: the Oil that Drives the Train Forward 

Prayer is the oil in the engine that drives the train of God’s church forward.  Without 

prayer your train might have paint and cushy cushions on the inside, but without the oil of 

the Spirit your train is not going anywhere. 

 

Leonard Ravenhill said,  

 

“Let the fires go out in the boiler room of the church and the place will 

still look smart and clean, but it will be cold. The Prayer Room is the 

boiler room for its spiritual life.” 
 

The Lord’s hand with the Elders of Grace 

What I have experienced in the last several months in praying with the elders of Grace 

Community Bible Church and our leaders at Tabernacle in committing to fervent prayer 

together has greatly encouraged me and given me a hunger and thirst for what is ahead!  

We have experienced the “hand of the Lord” upon us in an unusual way, and it is because 

we have sought the face of God.   

 

So the leaders were first and foremost dedicated to prayer. 

 

B. The people of the Antioch church also were a praying people, seeking the face of God.   

Acts 13:2a, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said…” 

 

It is very likely that the “they” in verse 2 is referring to the whole church worshipping the 

Lord. The prophets there likely mediated the message of what God’s will was. 

 

If we want the Spirit to direct us, we must be a praying people.  The only way to go 

forward from here saints, is on our knees!   

 

Prayer Service, Most Important 

I would propose that the most important “worship” service might not be the preaching 

meeting, but the prayer meeting.  For the preaching has no power without prayer.  And the 



church has no power without prayer.  I think we would be getting closer to what God 

wants in His church if the most attended meeting was the prayer meeting.   

 

Don’t you long for that?  When you touch the face of God in prayer, you will want more 

and more and more of His presence.  May God make us a people of prayer, and a church 

motivated to seek the FACE of God.  

 

The Antioch church was… 

A miracle church moved by the hand of God 

A multicultural church reflecting the heart of God 

A motivated church always before the face of God 

 

Transition: Finally, the Antioch church was… 

IV. A moldable church always listening to the voice of God (vs. 3). 
 

A. The church was in a place spiritually where they could hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 13:2, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 

 

Romans 8:14, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 

 

The most important thing is to be in a place where you can hear the voice of the Lord.   

 

1. Example of Isaiah.  Remember Isaiah  

 

Isaiah said: 

� “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up” (vs. 1). 

� “my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” (vs. 5).  

 

And then he said… 

� “I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”  

 

Are you gazing into the face of the Lord each day?  Then you will hear His voice 

through His Word and He will speak powerfully to your heart.   

 

They not only were in a place where they could hear the voice of the Holy Spirit… 

 

B. They obeyed the Holy Spirit. 

 

Acts 13:2-3, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3  Then after 

fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” 

 



They obeyed the voice of the Holy Spirit.  They were moldable.  They were teachable.  

They were humble.  They weren’t brilliant in their plans, but they followed the plan of 

God!   

 

And so began the greatest miracle in the history of missions!  The first of Paul’s three great 

missionary journeys commenced.  Soon, because of the efforts of this church, people 

would be saying, “Those people who have turned the world upside down have now come 

to us!” 

 

Conclusion: As you consider the possibilities of what God might have us do together,  

� let us be ready to listen to His voice 

� let us look out beyond these four walls and think of the lost people that need to hear the 

name of Jesus from your lips.   

� Let us be moved to diligently seek the face of God in prayer.   

� Let us wait on God and see Him use us in ways we never imagined! 

 

Let us pray. 

 

[Close in Prayer] 

Father, I thank you that you never change. I pray that the winds of your Spirit would blow on us.  

I pray you would make us a people who experience your hand and your grace.  Give us a heart of 

love for each other and for the nations.  And please guide us as we seek your will.   

 

� Let us be moved by the hand of God 

� Let us be a church of diversity that reflects the heart of God 

� And let us be a church that is always in prayer before the face of God 

� And a church listening to the voice of God 

 

 


