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Message:   God Reigns Over a World in Crisis and Confusion
Text:          Esther 2:19 - 3:15

Introduction

  A.  We live in a world full of chaos and confusion, where wickedness is too often rewarded and 
righteousness is mocked, dismissed, or punished, as was the case in Israel’s history.

Isaiah 59:14    Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands far away; For truth has
stumbled in the street, and uprightness cannot enter.      

  B.  People ask, “If there is a God, if He is truly good and all powerful, then why don’t we see 
Him working?”

  C.  The striking absence of God’s name in Esther appears to be deliberate, not to make the point 
that he is inactive in human situations, but on the contrary, that though He is hidden in 
Esther’s period of history, as He is in our own, He is nonetheless in complete control, 
working behind all human and world events to carry out His gracious purposes to glorify 
Christ and those who love and trust Him (Romans 8:28).

I.  2:19 - 3:1   When the wicked are rewarded instead of the righteous, God is in control.

  A.  2:19,20 Mordecai appears to have been employed in some service that keeps him near and 
allows him access to the gate to the king’s palace (see 4:2 where the only reason he 
couldn’t enter was that he was in sackcloth).  And he has means to communicate with 
Esther.  He has counseled Esther to continue to keep her Jewish identity a secret, and she 
continued to submit to his command.

Esther 2:19  When the virgins were gathered together the second time, then Mordecai was
sitting at the king's gate.  Esther had not yet made known her kindred or her people, even 20

as Mordecai had commanded her; for Esther did what Mordecai told her as she had done
when under his care. 

  B.  2:21-23 Mordecai “just happens to be sitting in the right place at the right time” to learn of a 
plot to assassinate king Ahasuerus.  He does the righteous thing and conveys the plot to 
Esther, who informs the king. Historians tell us that such acts of loyalty in the Persian 
empire were typically rewarded quickly, but Mordecai receives no reward.

Esther 2:21  In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and
Teresh, two of the king's officials from those who guarded the door, became angry and
sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  But the plot became known to Mordecai and he 22

told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai's name.  Now when the 23

plot was investigated and found to be so, they were both hanged on a gallows; and it was
written in the Book of the Chronicles in the king's presence.  



  C.  3:1   But a wicked prince named Haman, a descendent of king Agag of the Amalakites, 
historic enemies of God’s people, is rewarded by being exalted by the king to chief 
among all his princes.

Esther 3:1   After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and established his authority over all the
princes who were with him. 

1 Samuel 15:2  "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I will punish Amalek for what he did to
Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from
Egypt.  'Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare 3

him; ...'"  So Saul defeated the Amalekites ...  He captured Agag the king of the  7  8

Amalekites alive .... 

  D.  Amalek vs Israel

      1.  Essu’s descendants vs Jacob’s (Israel’s) descendants - Gen. 36:12;  1 Chron. 1:36
      2.  Moses (Aaron, Hur) and Joshua vs Amalekites - Exodus 17 (Cf. 14-16)
      3.  Moses’ warning to the rebellious tribes unheeded, Amalekites defeat Israel  - 

Num. 14:43-45
      4.  Moses charges Israel to blot out the memory of Amalek - Deut. 25:17-19
      5.  Eglon of Moab gathers Amalek and Ammon and oppresses Israel - Judges 3:12-13
      6.  Gideon defeats Amalekites and Midianites - Judges 6:3ff
      7.  Saul defeats the Amalekites but disobeys God in sparing Agag, their king - 1 Sam.15
      8.  David chases and defeats Amalekites who raided Ziklag - 1 Sam. 30:1
      9.  An Amalekite kills king Saul - 2 Sam. 1:8,13
    10.  Psalm 83:1-7  Petition against Amalek who conspires to wipe out the nation of Israel.

  E.  It is common in our fallen world for reward and honor to be withheld from the righteous and 
deserving and given to the undeserving, enemies of God.  God’s people have always
experienced this.

      1.  This can become a source of discouragement and temptation to walk away from God.

Psalm 73:1   A Psalm of Asaph. Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in
heart!  But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, my steps had almost slipped. 2  3

For I was envious of the arrogant as I saw the prosperity of the wicked. ...   Surely13

in vain I have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence;  for I have been 14

stricken all day long and chastened every morning. 

      2.  The antidote to discouragement, despair, and denial of God is faith in God’s goodness, 
control and timing in reversing the fortunes of the righteous and wicked, punishing the 
faithless and rewarding the faithful.

Psalm 73:15   If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have betrayed the



generation of Your children.  When I pondered to understand this, it was troublesome in 16

my sight  until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.  Surely 17  18

You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction. ...  23

Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand.  With 24

Your counsel You will guide me, and afterward receive me to glory.  Whom have I in 25

heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  My flesh and my heart 26

may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

II.  3:2-6   When the wicked rage against God’s people, God is in control.

  A.  3:2-4   Mordecai refuses to honor his people’s historic enemy.

Esther 3:2   All the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid
homage to Haman; for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai neither
bowed down nor paid homage.  Then the king's servants who were at the king's gate said 3

to Mordecai, "Why are you transgressing the king's command?"  Now it was when they 4

had spoken daily to him and he would not listen to them, that they told Haman to see
whether Mordecai's reason would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew. 

  B.  3:5-6 Haman is enraged against Mordecai and all his Hebrew people.

Esther 3:5   When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage to
him, Haman was filled with rage.  But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for 6

they had told him who the people of Mordecai were; therefore Haman sought to destroy
all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, who were throughout the whole kingdom of
Ahasuerus. 

      1.  When Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath, the Pharisees conspired with Herod Antipas’s 
officials to destroy Jesus.

Mark 3:6   The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians
against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 

      2.  The way the world hates the Lord is the way the world hates His people.  But God was and 
is in control.

John 15:18   "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19

"If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 20

"Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; 

Acts 2:22   "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to
you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in
your midst, just as you yourselves know--  this Man, delivered over by the 23



predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death.  "But God raised Him up again, putting an end to 24

the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.

III.  3:7-11   When the wicked plot against God’s people, God is in control.

  A.  3:7  Several years have passed since Esther was made queen in Ahasuerus’s 7  year, 10  th th

month (2:16).    

Esther 3:7   In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, was cast before Haman from day to day and from month to
month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar.

      1.  The book of Esther records a decade of history, from Xerxes’ 3  year (483 BC) to his 13  rd th

year (8:9,12).

      2.  Trusting in superstition, Haman had cast (probably by an astrologer) a “Pur,” a lot (a clay 
die in this case) to determine his “lucky day” when his obsession to annihilate the Jews 
will be successful.  When God reversed Haman’s plot against the Jews on Haman and 
their enemies, the Jews began celebrating the festival of “Purim” (“im” is the Hebrew
plural ending).  In God’s providence, his plan was delayed almost a year, giving time for
events to unfold that would lead to its reversal.  Haman did not understand that God was
in control.

   Proverbs 16:33   The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 

  B.  3:8,9 Then Haman approaches the king with his proposal, which he sweetens with a promise 
of 10,000 talents of silver, equaling half of Persia’s annual tax income.  The religious
leadership of Jesus’s day got a real bargain with Judas.  They only had to offer him 30
pieces of silver to deliver up Jesus to His death.

Esther 3:8   Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain people scattered and
dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different
from those of all other people and they do not observe the king's laws, so it is not in the
king's interest to let them remain.  "If it is pleasing to the king, let it be decreed that they 9

be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who
carry on the king's business, to put into the king's treasuries." 

  C.  3:10,11 Ahasuerus gives his approval and signet ring to Haman to affix the king’s seal of the 
documents decreeing the Jews’ destruction.  He placed no value on their lives.

Esther 3:10  Then the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.  The king said to Haman, "The 11

silver is yours, and the people also, to do with them as you please." 



      1.  Haman might have intended to fund his pledge through the plundering of the property of 
the Jews.  The king showed not interest in the identity of this people, and in a veiled way 
accepts the bribe (Cf. 7:4, “for we have been sold.”)

      2.  When in democracies such as ours we vote for leaders who endorse abortion on demand, 
we in effect are giving them our signet ring to do with unborn children as they please.

IV.  3:12-15   When the world is thrown into confusion, God is in control.

  A.  3:12-14 The day before Passover, letters were written to the governors of each province to 
annihilate all Jews and plunder their property.  The Jewish people would have this cloud 
of death hovering over them for nearly a year.  Would Passover remind them that God 
delivered them from an impossible situation? 

Esther 3:12  Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first
month, and it was written just as Haman commanded to the king's satraps, to the
governors who were over each province and to the princes of each people, each province
according to its script, each people according to its language, being written in the name of
King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring.  Letters were sent by couriers to 13

all the king's provinces to destroy, to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and
old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to seize their possessions as plunder.

  B. 3:15   And while the world outside was thrown into confusion, Ahasuersus and Haman had 
drank together.

Esther 3:15  The couriers went out impelled by the king's command while the decree was
issued at the citadel in Susa; and while the king and Haman sat down to drink, the city of
Susa was in confusion. 

      1.  Our world today is thrown into chaos and confusion by the decisions of unrighteous 
leaders.  What are believers in North Korea to do?  What are believers in Venezuela to 
do?

Here’s the legacy of Venezuela’s experiment with socialism under Hugo chavez: daily
riots and protests that have resulted in at least 40 deaths in recent weeks at the hands of
government security forces. Inflation estimated at 720 percent. Shortages of basic foods
and medicines. An average weight loss among Venezuelans of 19 pounds, which had
nothing to do with the South Beach diet. Newborn babies deposited in dresser drawers
because hospitals have no beds. Zoo animals hunted down and butchered for food by the
ravenous population.

      2.  The world is in confusion, but God is in control, and encourages us to trust and wait for 
Him.  500 years before Esther and Mordecai, the Lord inspired David to speak these 
faith-building, hope-inspiring words to God’s people ...



Psalm 37:7   Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him
who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.  Cease 8

from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing.  For evildoers will 9

be cut off, But those who wait for the LORD, they will inherit the land. ... 

 The wicked plots against the righteous and gnashes at him with his teeth.  The Lord 12  13

laughs at him, for He sees his day is coming.  The wicked have drawn the sword and 14

bent their bow to cast down the afflicted and the needy, to slay those who are upright in
conduct.  Their sword will enter their own heart, and their bows will be broken. 15  

 Better is the little of the righteous than the abundance of many wicked.  For the arms16  17

of the wicked will be broken, but the LORD sustains the righteous.  The LORD knows 18

the days of the blameless, and their inheritance will be forever. 

Conclusion: 

  A.  As Jesus taught us, our final victory in Christ does not remove the reality of present pain and 
suffering by God’s people due to the world’s oppression, as Esther also makes clear.  But 
Esther also gives us hope that God is actively planning a reversal of fortunes.

  B.  Our risen Lord Jesus Christ is unseen to us, but is presently controlling all human history 
and destiny, and will one day return to right every wrong, punish the wicked and reward 
the righteous, those who have put their faith and trust in Him.  The Father has given all 
authority in heaven and earth to Him. Take hope Christian in our blessed hope, Christ our 
God Who is in control, and Whose intentions toward us are good.
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