
This One Thing I know! 
John 9:13-25 

 

Key verse  

John 9:25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 
 

This formally blind man knew he was different!  

He wasn’t sure how it happened.  

He did want to get into the legalistic arguments about the sabbath.   

He was not going to get into name calling that Jesus was a sinner. 

This one thing I know - I was blind now I can see! 

 

Big Idea - There is Power in a Personal Testimony 

This One Thing I Know! 

 I. I was In Bad Shape 

John 9:13–16 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 14 And 
it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 15 Then 
again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto 
them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 16 Therefore said 
some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath 
day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a 
division among them. 

This man knew he used to be in bad shape. 

But look at him now!  

Making clay and spittle is work not be done on the Sabbath? 

We are in the middle of a great opportunity for revival coming out of Covid and 
some are arguing over preferences and style of worship while the world sits and 
shakes their head at the arguing among Christians.  



Luke 10:27–28 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbor as thyself. 28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: 
this do, and thou shalt live. 

This man used to be in bad shape: 

• Blind from birth  
• Hopeless  
• Helpless  
• A beggar  

And the religious leaders are criticizing Jesus because he broke some man made 
rule?! 

“Let’s demean this man’s miracle because it does not fit into our religious box.” 

9:13–14 - Since this miracle was so unusual, the people brought the man to the 
Pharisees, who were highly respected in religious matters. 

To the Pharisees, healing (unless life was in danger) and making or kneading clay 
violated the Sabbath Law. 

9:15–16. When the Pharisees asked him about his situation, he briefly told what 
happened.  The Pharisees believed that since Jesus “violated” the Sabbath He was 
a false prophet turning the people away from God (Deut. 13:3–5). So they 
concluded, This Man is not from God. Later they said Jesus was “a sinner” (John 
9:24). 

Others concluded that the signs were so impressive that a sinner could not do them. 
(Of course, a false prophet could do deceptive signs [2 Thes. 2:9].) The Pharisees 
then were divided in their response. 

“They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened 
thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet” (9:17).  So, they are asking what he says 
about Jesus.   One group was hoping to intimidate the man and get him to say 
something derogatory about Jesus. The other group hoped that in his gratitude the 
man would be more positive in what he had to say about him. Under all this 
bullying the man himself, who seems to have been made of sterner stuff than his 
parents, came to his own conclusion. 

“He is a prophet,” he said. That was not the answer the legalists wanted. It put 
them in a quandary indeed.  
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II.  Others Knew My Condition  

John 9:17–21 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he 
hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. 18 But the Jews did not believe 
concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him that had received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, Is this 
your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see? 20 His parents 
answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: 
21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we 
know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 

There were many who could confirm his former state. 

• They saw me in a wretched condition  
• It was no secret that I was bad off  
• It was not hidden  

But now look at me! My testimony could not be clearer!  The one thing I know is 
that many knew my former condition. 

One of the most power tools we have is a testimony of a changed life! Satan will 
attempt to get others to minimize or demean it.  But, all your friends and family 
know what you used to be like!  

People that knew our past see a difference:  

v Are you saved? 
v Do you have a past that has now changed to a totally different present and 

future? 
v If your family and friends put you on a trial, could they convict you of being 

a Christian? 

This is awesome - all his friends knew he was different. 
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III. I am Changed  
John 9:22–25 - These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for 
the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he 
should be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask 



him. 24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God 
the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 25 He answered and said, Whether he 
be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see. 

 

vs 22- His parents were so afraid of religious reprisals they would hide the joy of 
their son’s miracle.   

He refuses to discuss the question of whether or not Jesus was a sinner. To him the 
question of whether or not Jesus was a sinner was beside the point. Here was one 
thing he knew: “Once I was blind,” he said, “now I see.” That testimony has been 
echoed by millions down through the centuries. 

New Christians, not qualified to debate theological issues, can always say of their 
new vision of Christ as Savior: “Once I was blind, now I see.” It is hard to refute a 
testimony like that. 

The bottom line: 

v Say what you want.  
v Think what you will. 
v I am different and you can’t take that way  
v I am free from blindness. 
v I am free from begging.  
v I may not know all the theological implications, but I do know this once I 

was blind now I can see! 
v It all because of Jesus.  He saved me from the penalty of my sin and has 

given me new life in Him! 

Do you have the assurance the blind man had?  Have you been saved? 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!  I once was 
lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see! 

 

 

 

 



 


