
Christ + Nothing - Everything
Complete in Christ
By Drew McKeown

Bible Text: Colossians 2:6-15
Preached on: Saturday, May 26, 2018

Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/bloodboughtbelief

We're going to start off by praying so let's bow our heads and we'll close our eyes and 
we'll pray to God.

Dear Lord God, just thank you so much that you brought us all here. We might just think 
it's our own last minute decision to be here and yet, Lord, you want us to be here and 
you've chosen for us to be here and so we just pray, Lord, that you'll speak through me, 
you'll speak through your word, and your Holy Spirit will be at work and we will be able 
to see what your word has to tell us today and we'll be encouraged by it and challenged 
by it and those of us that don't know you yet, Lord, that we'll be convicted to know you 
and to come into a relationship with you. But I just pray for all of us here, Lord, that 
you'll help us to have open ears and hear what you have to say and to let you do your 
work. In your gracious name. Amen.

It's pretty cool seeing David and Goliath there. He didn't tell me he was doing that but it 
just reminded me of this weekend so this weekend, I was away in Dublin, a whole bunch 
of us were away so my whole family and my wife and everyone, we're all away over 
during the weekend to Dublin and we were watching Matilda. It's the best thing ever, new
children's, but we all just went as a family but didn't need to bring children with us 
because it's just amazing. So if you haven't seen Matilda, you should go and see it but 
whenever we were there, we stayed over in a hotel called the Red Cow. I don't know if 
anyone has ever been there before in Dublin, but we were sitting and we were watching, 
well, Ellen and I were watching the tv before going to bed and this advert came up with 
David and Goliath. I don't know if you've seen the advert, the new one that's come out, 
and Matilda was a brilliant play but this advert in my own personal opinion is rubbish. It's
just a terrible advert but the reason it's because it's about David and Goliath, or so they 
say, and it's meant to be like the sequel of David and Goliath and the whole idea is that 
David picks up a bottle of Lucozade whenever Goliath comes to beat him up and he takes
a drink of it and this gives him the energy then to go out and fight Goliath and it's really, I
just was quite sad watching it and thinking how blasphemous this really is. You know, 
you might think don't be taking it too thick here, Drew, it's just an advert, but at the end 
of the day it's God's power that was working through David and that's what Neil was 
reminding us tonight, it's God who works through us and anything we do right, we do 
through him or he does through us if we're his, if we belong to him, and it was like 
replacing Lucozade with God. It just doesn't work, you know, and it's thinking about that 
actually today, it's thinking about God's power at work in us and how it's only through 
God that we can be forgiven; it's only through him we can have salvation at all and we 
can only be complete in him and that's what I want to talk about.
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So it's in the book of Colossians so if you open up to the book of Colossians and it's 
chapter 2 in the book of Colossians. I'm not going to lie, I absolutely loved reading this 
the last couple of weeks I've been reading this, actually just being really amazed by it and
it's just a few verses in Colossians. It starts at verse 6 I'm going to start reading and I 
think the reason I love it so much is because of how much actually these few verses have 
the Gospel in a nutshell in a few verses. So if you don't know God and maybe you're not 
having quite got it all together in your head, these verses really do just fit it together 
perfectly. It really tells us what the Gospel is all about, who Jesus is, who God is, what 
he's done for us, and I think even just for me, I find it really encouraging to read it 
because it's a really good verse even if you're a Christian to sit alongside of coffee with 
someone and you're wanting to explain who God is and what he's done for us, these are 
amazing verses for that also.

So it's Colossians 2 and it's starting at verse 6 but before we do start there, I'm going to 
ask you a question and that is not a question even, I'm going to tell you a wee story and 
that is you have to imagine with me that you've been convicted of murder, which I know 
sounds a bit dark but you need to imagine, go along with it. You've been convicted of 
murder and you have to go to court and you know the court's day is only a week away 
and you think to yourself, "I really need a good lawyer." And by good lawyer I mean a 
corrupt lawyer, you know, because it's someone who's going to be able to not care about 
the fact that you've just killed someone and he's going to try to stand up for you. So you 
need a good lawyer, someone who's actually pretty corrupt to stand up for you and to be 
able to argue that you haven't committed a murder even though you know you have. 

So the lawyer comes up to you and he says to you, "Okay, we've got a week to prepare. 
Here's a few things, a few tips I'm going to give you for the actual day when you're in the 
court." And he says, "First of all, you know, the first thing you need to do is look the part.
So you need to dress up pretty well." So he says, "You need to make sure that you're 
wearing your suit and your tie and perhaps wear some glasses," he says, "because 
recently there's been an experiment that's come out that says if you're wearing glasses, 
you're 20% less likely to be convicted." It's just interesting, I was reading that recently 
and it was actually a survey that went around and was showing different people and 
saying, "Who do you think is the murderer here?" and have two different faces, one is 
wearing glasses and then later on they changed the glasses over to the other guy and 
overall it was 20% more people thought that the guy with the glasses wasn't the murderer 
and he says it's because of basically they look like they're more intelligent and that kind 
of thing.

So he says, "Wear glasses. Look sharp on the day." And he says, "Also, whenever you're 
there, you need to make sure you speak a bit faster." He said 195 words a minute, 
apparently, is the best amount of words you should be speaking in a minute if you're in 
court because apparently speaking faster makes you sound more convincing and makes 
you sound more intelligent and makes you sound more confident, just like a salesman. 
You imagine a salesman saying, "You know, you're gonna buy this and you're gonna buy 
it now." And, "Okay, I'll buy it," because they speak faster and they're trying to convince 

Page 2 of 10



you of something and it makes them sound more confident, it makes them feel like they 
believe what they're talking about. So he says, "Speak faster, about 30% faster than the 
average person." 

So he thinks, "Okay, I'm going to try to remember that as well." And he gives him all 
these different ideas, different advice as to how to look and what to be like on the day, 
but lo and behold on the day, the evidence against him is absolutely astounding. You 
know, there are videos of his murder and there are pictures of it. There are five witnesses,
three of them knew him, two of them don't even know who he is at all. The amount of 
evidence against him is staggering and he's thinking, "Now what?" And the lawyer says 
to him, "You just to need to... I'll help you here." And the lawyer hasn't really got 
anything to say so he just says some of the good things that he's done in his life and he 
says, "You know, yes, okay, he has committed murder but he's also given to the poor, he 
gives tithes every month and he gives to the church and he goes to church every 
weekend. He does this and he does that and he helps in this way and he goes to the 
homeless shelter and everything else." And he goes on and on and says all the good 
things he does and the judge should say anyway that the good works this man has done 
has got nothing to do with his crimes. It doesn't matter what good things he's done, the 
crime is still there.

Actually very recently there was Bill Cosby that's been convicted of certain things and 
whenever he was convicted, that was one of the things they tried was to talk about his 
power and say he was a really powerful man and he had been a really strong person and 
he's been on television and everyone knows him and it would be a terrible thing if they 
tried to convict this man and they said it doesn't matter, this guy has committed a crime 
and he needs to pay for it. 

You know, ideally in a good world, that's the way the court should always run and, of 
course, we do know we do have a court that doesn't always make the right decisions and 
it's corrupt, but what about if we came before God? You know, whenever we come 
before God, it doesn't matter what good we've done. It really doesn't matter. The fact is 
we're sinners. We have all committed a crime against God, many crimes against God. We
live sinful lives and it doesn't matter what good we've done. You know, that's the 
difference with Christianity and every other religion. Every other religion says that you 
must do good works. You must perform certain rituals. You must go through certain 
ceremonies in order to hopefully one day make it to paradise or to heaven and the Bible is
very clear that that is rubbish because our good works have got nothing to do with our 
crimes. We are sinners against God and the fact of the matter is it's against God. He's 
perfect. He's done nothing wrong so the scale is so far, it's unbelievable. All have fallen 
short of the glory of God and that's what we're going to look at here in Colossians 2. 
We're going to see that we all have fallen short of the glory of God but there is a solution 
and it's not us. We are not the solution. We can never work our way out of the hole that 
we're in. We all deserve punishment but God loves us.

So we read here in verse 6 of Colossians 2 and here's what it says, it says,
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6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you 
have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In 
him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 
from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. 

That's just an amazing portion of Scripture. That's what we're going to read and focus on. 
You might notice as I was reading it how many times "in him" is mentioned. You know, 
"in him" in verse 6 we see, "so walk in him." Verse 7, "rooted and built up in him." Verse
9, "For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily." Verse 10, we "have been filled 
in him." Verse 11, "In him you were also circumcised." Verse 12, "been buried with 
him," and also you were "raised with him." Verse 13, "God made alive together with 
him." And then verse 15, "by triumphing over them in him." Nine times it comes up 
saying "with him" or "in him." It's only in Christ that we can have salvation, it's only in 
him that we can have forgiveness, and it's only in him that we can have victory and that's 
what we're going to look at now.

So we'll focus on verse 11, first of all, so I'm going to try to show how in the Bible here 
we can see that God offers us complete salvation only through his Son Jesus Christ and 
it's verse 11, it says, "In him," that's Jesus, "also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ." Now the problem here with the church in Colossians was that 
they were still holding on to traditions and still holding on to rituals and they were using 
that as their means of salvation. So whenever Paul, who was writing this letter, is writing 
to the Colossians, he's never met, he's never been to the church, he didn't found the 
church, but he loves them and he knows about them and he's been told about them and he
knows that these guys are serving idols and in some ways they're idolizing rituals and 
ceremony above God and they think this is their way of earning salvation and he says, 
"No, in him," that's Jesus, "also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands." You see, circumcision was a practice that people did with surgery basically on 
little boys at the age of eight days and they were starting to believe that this surgery was 
what they needed to be guaranteed salvation, surgical salvation, if you like, and they were
believing that it's only through this surgery that we come to know God or we can have 
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complete assurance that we belong to him and Paul's saying that's ridiculous. It was only 
ever meant to be a picture of something but this surgery doesn't save you. 

There's no such thing as surgical salvation. We can't have salvation through any kind of 
ceremony or ritual. You know, you might see it was St. Patrick's day there and a bunch of
us were going up to the Mournes. It was just for kind of fun. We were going up to see the
sunrise but there were others climbing the Mournes too that day and they were doing it 
because of a ritual. They were doing it because they were believing they were paying 
some kind of penance so that they can remain forgiven and that's ridiculous. There is no 
ritual, no ceremony that can save us. It's only in him and that's what Paul is saying here.

"In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands." It's not 
physical. This is not some surgical salvation, it's without hands. This is a spiritual 
awakening to God and this is what God does for us. It's him that does it. It's him that 
forgives us. It's him that gives us salvation and saves us. Salvation is called salvation 
because it saves us from something. You know, salvation is saving us from ourselves, 
saving us from our sin, saving us from hell, saving us from eternal punishment, and it's 
only God that can do that for us and it's done without hands. We can't do it. It's done 
through God.

And it says, "by putting off the body of the flesh," this is still verse 11, so in other words 
he's saying, "Put away this body of the flesh." You know, God whenever he forgives us, 
whenever he saves us, it's like we no longer belong to our sinful flesh anymore. We 
somehow have a new heart and a new mind. It's like our old sin nature is gone and we 
have this new nature. 

So in Romans 2:25 it says, "For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but 
if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision." So basically it's saying
it's fine if you obey the law but it doesn't mean anything. It's like saying if there was a 
boxer who was always crossing himself before he went and fought and someone says, 
"Does it work?" and he says, well, it works so long as he can punch, but if you can't 
punch, it's not going to help him because that's a ritual. It's not going to help him and it's 
like that here in Romans 2:25. It is of value if you obey the law but if you break the law, 
it's worthless. 

So in other words, circumcision can't save you and neither can any ritual, neither can any 
ceremony. So verse 28 in Romans 2 says, "For no one is a Jew who is merely one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter." So basically it's 
saying our heart needs to be cut away. So this is like a surgery, it's like our heart is being 
cut away and we are given a new heart and that's the transaction that happens whenever 
God forgives us. He gives us a new heart. Not physically, it's not like we have a new 
pumping organ in our bodies, but he gives us a new life. You know, we can be born again
in him. We have a new life because our life now belongs to God instead of ourselves. 
God is now in charge of our lives. We are no longer on the throne of our lives. He is the 
one in control. He is the one who brings us into salvation and we then have a new life 
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with him forever in heaven with him one day, and we can have this eternal life whereas 
beforehand we had this life that was going to fail and one day we will die and we will die 
in our sins and be punished forever. Instead we have this forgiveness of God where we 
can have eternal life with him. It's a new life, it's a new heart, and that's what God does 
for us. That's the kind of circumcision, if you like, it's the kind of cutting away of our old 
hearts and giving us a new heart, a new nature.

Jeremiah 4:4 says, "Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your 
hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem." It's your hearts that need to be 
changed and it's only God who can do that and, of course, we are given in a sense the 
Bible calls it a new nature, calls it a new body, calls it a new self, but it doesn't mean that 
we're going to suddenly stop sinning. You know, I became a Christian I believe at the age
of six is whenever I came first to God and asked him to forgive me, it doesn't mean I 
suddenly stopped sinning at six or doing anything against God. Of course I have and I 
continue to every day and, yes, I'm ashamed of it but no one is perfect and we still sin but
we're now freed from the consequences of sin, we're freed from the wages of sin. The 
wages of sin is hell, we're told in the Bible, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It's only through him.

So we'll continue into verse 12 and it's still looking at how God gives us complete 
salvation through Jesus Christ. It says, "having been buried with him in baptism, in which
you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised 
him from the dead." And this is an unbelievable verse. I just love this verse, it's so 
amazing. First of all when you read it, you think to yourself, "Okay, so he's told us not to 
follow one ritual, is he now saying to us to follow another ritual? You know, baptism in 
verse 12, is he saying you have to be baptized to be saved?" No, it's not. It's saying that 
whenever we have become Christians we are now identified with Christ and it's as if we 
have been buried with him. It's as if our sin has been buried with him whenever Jesus was
buried and that whenever Jesus was raised back to life again, it's as if we have been raised
into new life.

But notice those important words in verse 12, it says "through faith." It can't be for 
everyone, it's only for those who trust in God. We need to believe what God has done for 
us on the cross. We need to trust in him with our lives and says, "Yes, I believe, Jesus, 
that you died, that God sent his Son to die on the cross for my sins and be punished for 
what I have done wrong and that he was then raised back to life. I believe that. I want to 
follow you." And whenever we commit our lives to God, then we identify ourselves with 
him and it's like we've been buried, our sins have been buried with him and we've been 
risen into new life with him. We have new life. We're born again. We have eternal 
security and salvation with him. And how does this happen? Verse 12, "in the powerful 
working of God." It's only through God that this can happen. 

So that's just amazing that what a miracle on the cross. If you think about it, God didn't 
just crucify his own Son and punish him and bring him to death and raise him from the 
dead, he also has risen us into new life if we trust in him. That's the kind of miracle. I 
think that's an amazing miracle, if you think about it. The best miracle of all is that God 
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didn't just bring his Son into new life, but he also brings us into new life with him if we 
trust in him. So that miracle on the cross is still happening even today as you might trust 
in God today and that's a miracle happening again as he raises you into new life with 
God, and the miracle has been happening ever since Jesus has been risen from the dead. 
He is continuing to rise our old bodies. We were dead to sin but now we're alive in Christ
and we have new life with him and that's the God that we worship. That's the God that we
serve. There is no way we can do that ourselves. It's only through God who punished his 
Son and brought him into new life can then bury our sins and bring us into new life with 
him.

Verse 13 it says, "And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross." If you even just want to look at two verses to describe the 
Bible and describe what the Gospel and what it's all about, you can look at it in those two
verses, verse 13 and 14, because we were dead. It says you who were dead in your 
trespasses, I don't know if you notice but if someone's dead, they can't respond. It's not 
like it's saying we were sleeping in our sin, trespasses, sin. It's not like we were saying we
were sleeping in our sin because then if it said we were sleeping in our sin, we can wake 
up from our sleep ourselves, couldn't we? We can somehow wake up and have this new 
life ourselves. But it's not saying that, it's saying we were dead in our trespasses. Dead 
people can't respond to outside stimulus.

You know, if you go to a funeral, everyone files out but the one in the casket and it's the 
same here. It's saying that we were dead in our sins and we needed God to raise us into 
new life. We need him to give us new life. We cannot come back out of the dead 
ourselves. We need God to perform this miracle because otherwise we can't respond to 
him. He needs to convict us and then we call out to him, we cry out to the Lord because 
he's convicted our hearts and then we can become Christians. But God is at work. It's 
God who raises us into new life. It's only him who can give us eternal life with him.

We'll put those verses up on the board. Colossians 2:13-14. I've got like steps here. So 
we'll see here if you yourselves, if you've got your Bible with you it's verse 13 and 14. It 
says, "you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him." So the first thing God does for us is give us life. 

How does he give us life? Go to the next step. He gives us life "having forgiven us all our
trespasses." We have life with him because he's forgiven us all of our trespasses. It 
doesn't say some of our trespasses, some of our sins. It's all of our trespasses that's he's 
forgiven us of and so how does he do that? 

How has he forgiven us? Well, if you go to the next step it says that it's "by canceling the 
record of debt that stood against us." God in order to forgive us, he had to cancel all the 
sins that we have committed against him. Other versions read "blotting out," so it's like if 
you've written your signature and you blot it out, it's completely gone, it's canceled, it's 
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ripped up, torn away, it's gone, but God can't just rip up and tear away and throw away 
your sin, something has to be done about it so that's where we go to the next step. 

How did God cancel our sins for us? Well, he set it aside so he completely got rid of it. 
God says, "As far as the east is from the west, so far have I removed your sin from you." 
If you trust in him. But how has he canceled our sin? How has he set it aside? How has 
he gotten rid of it? That's where we go to the next step. It's because he nailed it to the 
cross. Verse 14 says, "This he set aside, nailing it to the cross." Our sin had to be dealt 
with. That's what it means when it says "canceled the record of debt that stood against us 
with its legal demands." Did you notice it said that there? "With its legal demands." In 
other words, legally what's demanded of us is that we be punished for our sins. Just like if
you went to court, you must be punished for your crimes and the punishment for our sins,
the punishment for our separation from God is eternal separation, is hell, is eternal 
punishment. So someone had to take that for us.

So if you go back to that courtroom that I was mentioning at the start where you are 
guilty of murder, you've been convicted, you've been found guilty, what now? Well, 
imagine that judge has a son who comes into the courtroom and the son says, "I'm going 
to take the punishment for him. I'll take the life sentence," and take it in his death, and 
imagine the judge agrees to this and his son is given the life sentence that you deserve 
and you walk away free. Well, that is what God has done for us but in order for Jesus to 
take that sin, it had to be nailed, he had to take the punishment instead of us. The 
punishment we deserve is eternal death, is eternal hell. Jesus took that for us on the cross.
Whenever he was nailed and beaten and laughed at and mocked at, the God who made all
things, beaten and scorned by the very ones whom he created, they're nailing him to the 
cross and he looks at them and says, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they're
doing." He was being nailed to the cross not for their sins only, not just for the Romans 
who were nailing him to the cross or the Jews who were mocking him, but for us. Our 
sins were being nailed to the cross that day and it's only because our sins have been 
nailed to the cross that we can be set free.

We're going to work our way up this time so we see Jesus has been nailed to the cross 
and because he's been nailed to the cross, God can now set aside our sins because it's 
been punished by God himself by his Son. So because he has set aside our sins and it's 
been canceled, no longer do we need to pay for that punishment because Jesus has paid 
for it himself by having it nailed to the cross, and since it's been canceled, we can now be 
forgiven, and since we can now be forgiven, we have eternal life with him. 

Isn't that amazing? We find that in those two verses, 13 and 14. I'm not making it up. It's 
all there and we can see what we have is eternal life because of this, because it's been 
nailed, because God chose to punish his Son in our stead. He didn't need to do that and 
Jesus didn't need to go ahead with it but he was set like flint to Jerusalem, it says. 
Nothing was going to stop him from getting to Jerusalem to be crucified for us. He lived 
a perfect life, Jesus. He healed so many and he showed so much love and care and 
devotion for those whom he created and yet he let them mock him, beat him overnight, 
laugh at him, spit upon him, blindfold him and slap him and say, "Who do you think 
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slapped you?" They put him up to a center cross, put a big sign above it saying, "King of 
the Jews," just to mock him because he said he was king and they were saying, "Oh, 
some king you are. We'll put this sign above your head, the crucified king. How does that
sound? And just to add to the mockery, you'll have a right hand man and a left hand man 
either side of this king." So they had two on either side. And they are mocking him and 
there he is nailed to the cross and he's doing it for them and they shout out to him, "Save 
yourself! He saved others, save yourself!" But, you see, Jesus didn't save himself. He 
could have done. He could have gotten himself off that cross if he wanted. With the click 
of his finger, he could've brought all the angels down and destroyed this earth and 
destroyed all those who live in it. He didn't need to let us, those who he created, punish 
him but he stayed on the cross. He didn't save himself because he was saving us. We 
were the ones that were being saved that day because by being nailed to the cross, he has 
taken what we deserve, this eternal hell and punishment was taken on the cross by Jesus 
himself. 

I couldn't even imagine what that's like. It wasn't just the beating, the mockery, the 
spitting, the slapping, it was the taking on of all of our sins. That's what was happening 
on the cross. God turned his back. The place was black and he shouted out, "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?" because it was dark, pitch black. God had turned his 
back because he couldn't face the sin and that was part of the punishment, of course, that 
Jesus was to be set aside from his own God, his own Father, and take on that punishment 
that we deserve but he took it for us and with victory he shouted those three words that 
we all remember, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and he died. Of course we know
that three days later he came back to life and he's been forever victorious and he's now 
risen again at the right hand of God and that's who we serve. We don't just serve a dying 
God, we serve a God who is alive again forevermore at the right hand of God, having 
destroyed sin and therefore destroyed hell and destroyed death and everything that is 
holding us to this legal demand that we have to hell. It's no longer needed to be held on. 

At the moment you might be still at that position where you're being held down by sin 
because you haven't asked God to forgive you, but Jesus has paid the price so you don't 
need to be, so that you can trust in him and thank him for taking that punishment for you 
on the cross and ask him for forgiveness because he set aside and canceled our sin if we 
trust in him through faith so that we can have life with him forever. Why would you ever 
not trust in a God who has done that for us? He is alive again forevermore and has been 
victorious over death. I mean, it's like saying, "Oh, thank you for destroying death and 
hell for me but I'll take death and hell, thank you." Why would you do that? Why would 
you keep the punishment on yourself whenever God has taken it for you on the cross? 

We just need to accept that. He's done the work. We can't ever do the work but he's done 
it for us. So in verse 13 and 14 we see complete forgiveness but in verse 15 we see 
complete victory. This is where I'll finish. Verse 15, "He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him." In him, that's 
in Jesus. It's in Jesus as he died on that cross and he has risen again forever that all the 
rulers and authorities, all of the worst that hell could throw at us and all of the satanic 
powers and everything that this world can throw at us has been vanquished, has been 
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destroyed because Jesus paid the price on the cross and it's them that have been put to 
open shame now. There was Jesus being put to open shame on the cross but now he's 
alive again forevermore and what is put to open shame now? It's Satan himself. It's sin 
itself. It's everything that's trying to hold us down is now put to open shame. That's what's
being mocked now because God has been punished and has come back to life and has 
taken what we deserve on himself so that we can have eternal forgiveness. He triumphed 
over them in him and it's only in him that we can have salvation. 

So it's in him that we have complete salvation, in him we have complete forgiveness, in 
him we have complete victory and that's the God we serve and that's the God I worship 
and that's why I love these verses and I love the whole Bible, it's because God is speaking
to us and saying, "I've paid the price. I love you. I care about you. And yes, you have 
crucified my own Son." You see, we actually are guilty of murder really. You might be 
thinking to yourself, "I'm not actually guilty of murder." You are because it's because of 
your sin that Jesus was nailed to the cross so your sin has nailed him to the cross and so 
you're not just guilty of murder of anyone, you're guilty of murder of God himself, God's 
Son on that cross. He created you. That's what you're guilty of.

So that's why hell is a perfectly adequate punishment for your sin because that's what 
we've done, we've nailed him to the cross but he has done it for us so that if we trust in 
him, we can have eternal forgiveness. Why wouldn't you? And it's crying out to the Lord 
in your heart. Remember Joe was here for two weeks and he was talking about that, that 
we call out to him in our hearts. It's not about ritual, it's not about even how you say your 
words or how you put your prayer together, it's just calling out to God and saying, 
"Forgive me." It doesn't matter how you do it but you come to God and ask him to 
forgive you because he's paid the price for you and he loves you and he desires to be in a 
relationship with you.

So we'll just finish now by praying.

Dear Lord God, we just thank you so much for your word. Thank you so much for its 
truth. Thank you so much for how it rings true today and for the freeing fact that it's not 
any good we can do that we can earn our way to heaven, because if that were the case, 
we'd be under so much lifelong stress and worry about have we done enough. But it was 
you that paid the price for us on the cross, the price that we could never pay ourselves 
because our crimes legally demand us of eternal punishment, but your Son took that for 
us on the cross. I just pray, Lord, that anyone here who hasn't already asked you to 
forgive them and called out to you, that they'll do that today. I just thank you so much, 
Lord. You've made it so easy for us. It's not about what we can do, it's just us calling out 
to you and you give us a new heart, you give us a new life, you give us a new hope, 
eternal salvation, eternal forgiveness and it's complete and it's only in your Son Jesus. 
We just thank you so much for your truth. Thank you so much for your word. In your 
name. Amen.
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