
THE GOSPEL OF MARK: STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 

7, The Gospel purifies from the corruption of external man-made religious traditions of 

self-righteous rules and rituals clarifying the internal transformation of the soul by saving 

faith: self-righteousness by law-works vs God’s righteousness by grace-faith   Part 7A 

G.H. Elliott, Pastor 

Our Lord’s Day, Sunday, May 27, 2018 

Introduction: Remember how Jesus had compassion on the multitude of 5,000 men plus 

women and children when they were hungry out in the country-side in the late afternoon (Mk. 

6:30-44, et al.). Did you notice what Jesus did before having the Apostles hand out the bread 

and fish? Jesus prayed and asked God’s blessing. Did you notice what Jesus and His Apostles 

did not do? Neither Jesus nor His Apostles practiced ritual hand washing following man-made 

religious traditions. 

Ill. “Daddy, brother had his eyes open during prayer…” 

“Oh no, we didn’t pray out loud for our meal!”—be thankful in your heart…  

Are there more egregious religious rituals or man-made rules you can think of… 

Did you make the connection with the opening of Mark chapter 7 about the dispute over rituals 

of washings? Jesus is once again accosted by the Jewish religious establishment over His 

rejection of man-made religious traditions that violate the revealed Word of God, (cf. Mk. 

2:18ff re: religious fasting, Mk. 2:23ff re: Sabbath keeping). 

Chapter 7, The Gospel purifies from the corruption of external man-made religious 

traditions of self-righteous rules and rituals clarifying the internal transformation of the 

soul by saving faith: self-righteousness by law-works vs God’s righteousness by grace-

faith. 

vv. 1-16, Jesus preached the law-word of God and applied the New Covenant Gospel by first 

clarifying that sin is soured in the human heart… 

➢ Man-made rules and rituals of outward washings cannot purify the corruption of the sin-

hardened heart shown in all manner of self-righteousness disguised as religious piety, cf. 

Exodus 20:12, et al., the 5th Commandment. 

vv. 17-23, Jesus protested against His disciples’confusion over the basics of the New 

Covenant Gospel clarifying the need for heart purification effecting the supernatural essence of 

the soul… 



➢ Sin’s corruption is not in outward things, e.g. food or drink, personal and household 

items, clothing and furniture, but sin is sourced in the human heart caused by original 

and actual sins revealed by God’s Law, e.g. re: the 10 Commandments //v. 21, Jeremiah 

31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:24-27, et al. 

vv. 24-30, Jesus commends the faith of the Syro-Phoenician woman, a gentile outside of Old 

Covenant Judaism, as an outward demonstration of her inward grace-faith… 

➢ This episode of Jesus giving the New Covenant blessing of salvation to a gentile woman 

represents the heart of the Gospel as expounded by the Apostle Paul, cf. Romans 1:13-

3:31. 

vv. 31-37, Jesus healing the deaf man with mal-effected speech gives an object lesson to clarify 

the necessity of the New Covenant Gospel, e.g. to hear and speak clearly God’s way of saving-

faith… 

➢ Mark has repeatedly documented Jesus’ vast and varied healings of all kinds of people in 

different places, yet specific details are given of some healings to reveal the greater truth 

about Jesus as Messiah—the Anointed Savior!  


