
The Advent of the Holy Spirit 
Acts 2:1-13 

PART TWO 

Introduction 

The Church is Born with the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

Last week: vv’s 1-3: I. God’s Harvest of Souls Anticipated; II. God’s Harvest of Souls Accomplished 

“divided tongues as of fire” (v3) fulfills John the Baptist’s description of Jesus’ power: 

“John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire’” 
(Luke 3:16). 

“Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven” (v5). 

“devout men” Gk eulabeis; ‘One who properly receives someone or something; right attitude, reverence.  

Simeon, called “devout” in Luke 2:25. 

Proverbs 9:10: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

Understanding the Biblical Phenomenon of Tongues 

“tongues” (v11) Gk root word glossa means ‘languages.’  

“language” (v6, 8) Gk dialektos; English ‘dialect.’  

“gave them utterance” (v4) is from a Gk word that emphasizes clarity of speech and understanding.  

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work 
in you believers” (1 Thessalonians 2:13; cp. Romans 10:17). 

Jeremiah 23:28-32 

The Gentile household of Cornelius: Acts 10 

“Cornelius…was a devout man who feared God with all his household” (Acts 10:1, 2). 

Acts 10:44-47 

“So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, ‘You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them’" (Acts 11:2-3). 

Acts 11:15-18 

The Apostle Paul preaches in Antioch: Acts 13 



“And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed 
Paul and Barnabas” (Acts 13:43). 

Acts 13:44-48 

“And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52). 

Peter addresses the Jerusalem Council: Acts 15 

Acts 15:6-9 

Paul encounters disciples of John the Baptist: Acts 19 

Acts 19:1-6 

The issue of tongues-speaking in Corinth: 1 Corinthians 14 

“tongue,” singular 

“The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church” (1 
Corinthians 14:4). 

1 Corinthians 14:9-12 

“I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak 
five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue” (1 Corinthians 
14:18-19). 

“Tongues,” or foreign languages, are a sign of judgment to unbelieving Israel. 

1 Corinthians 14:21-22; 1 Corinthians 14:23-25 

The sign of God’s judgment on Israel had come in Acts. The destruction was fulfilled by Titus in 70 A.D. 

Some questions to ask: If the gift of languages is still relevant in order to share the gospel worldwide, then  

Ø why do we need organizations like Wycliffe Bible Translators (founded in 1917; 500th translation 
in 2000)?  

Ø There are roughly 6,500 languages in the world today. Why would missionaries continue to devote 
countless hours studying all these foreign languages?  

Ø Why is the gift active in such a small number of people? Why not every believer, all of whom are 
called to be a ‘witness’ for Christ?  

Ø Among those who claim to possess the gift of tongues, how many of them are speaking non-
sensical gibberish and how many are speaking discernible languages that can be understood? 

Ø And if they are speaking gibberish, what is the purpose? 

The phenomenon of speaking in foreign languages was given at a transitional time in redemptive history 
for the purpose of authenticating the apostles, validating their witness, and confirming the arrival of the 
promised Holy Spirit. 

The advent of the Holy Spirit brought the divine breath of life to the spiritually dead and we are reborn!  

The Spirit brings the breath of life to the valley of dry bones: Ezekiel 37:1-10 


