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Job 29-30 – “‘Once Upon a Time’: Job’s Final Defense”    May 13, 2012 

Psalm 38 

1 Thessalonians 5 

 

It’s hard to get lower than Job. 

 He’s sitting on the ash heap outside the city. 

  The ash heap is where you burn the dung and refuse from the city. 

  The ash heap is where the unclean – the outcasts – are found. 

 He’s covered with sores – he oozes, he scratches, his breath is foul… 

 

There’s only one way to make it any worse: 

 remember how it used to be? 

 Remember the good ol’ days? 

 

As Dante once said, 

 “There is no greater sorrow than to remember in misery happier times.”  

Or as the ancient Christian philosopher, Boethius, commented, 

 “In every adversity of fortune,  

to have been happy is the most unhappy kind of misfortune.” 

[quotes from Clines, 981] 

 

Perhaps you know this all too well. 

 Perhaps you look back to “happier times” – 

  and the sorrow of your present condition only deepens  

   as you remember your past happiness. 

 

Our psalm of response is Psalm 38. 

 Psalm 38 is one of the darkest laments in the psalter. 

 It fits well with Job’s lamentable condition – 

  as Job endures the same sorts of sickness that the psalmist describes, 

  as well as the abuse of enemies, and the abandonment of friends. 

 

Of course, Psalm 38 is also a psalm of the cross. 

 

Jesus is the singer of Psalm 38. 

 Even when the psalmist says, 

  “my iniquities rise o’er me,” 

   Jesus could sing those words – 

  not because he himself had sinned (no, he was innocent!)  

  but our Lord Jesus Christ took our sin and guilt upon himself – 

   he bore our iniquities and suffered the curse that we deserved. 

 

Therefore, we may also sing Psalm 38 in him. 

Sing Psalm 38 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5 
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1 Thessalonians 5 helps us understand how we should apply the book of Job. 

 After all, Job doesn’t yet see where all this is going. 

 In Christ, we do! 

 

Job knows that in the end, God will make all things right. 

We know how God will make all things right, 

 because he has already raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his right hand’ 

 and what God has done for Jesus, he will do for all those who trust in him. 

 

Paul says that we “belong to the day” – we are “children of the day” –  

 but we now live in an age of darkness. 

 

We are not “of the darkness” so we need to keep awake and be sober, 

 because “God has not destined us for wrath,  

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

But as Job shows us, 

 sometimes when you are living in the middle of history, 

  it is not at all clear how God is going to make all things right. 

 

We have come to Job’s final defense. 

There are three cycles of speeches between Job and his three friends (chapters 4-28). 

 And even as there are three cycles of speeches between Job and his friends, 

  so also there are three soliloquies (three solo speeches) at the end of the book: 

   Job, here in chapters 29-31, 

   Elihu, next in chapters 32-37, 

   and finally God himself, in chapters 38-41. 

 

And there are three parts to Job’s soliloquy: 

 first, he reflects in chapter 29 on what life was like in the days of God’s favor – 

  he had the friendship of God 

   and the honor of men. 

 Then in chapter 30 he speaks of how everything has changed: 

  now he is mocked and derided by men, 

   and is forsaken by God. 

 And finally, in chapter 31 (which we’ll look at next week), 

  he swears an oath to confirm all that he has said. 

 

1. Once Upon a Time… (29:1-25) 

a. I Walked in God’s Light… (v2-6) 

29 And Job again took up his discourse, and said: 
2 

“Oh, that I were as in the months of old, 

    as in the days when God watched over me, 
3 

when his lamp shone upon my head, 

    and by his light I walked through darkness, 
4 

as I was in my prime,
[a]
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    when the friendship of God was upon my tent, 
5 

when the Almighty was yet with me, 

    when my children were all around me, 
6 

when my steps were washed with butter, 

    and the rock poured out for me streams of oil! 

 

In Job’s opening lament, back in chapter 3, 

 Job had asked, “Why is light given to him who is in misery,  

and life to the bitter in soul?” (3:20) 

Now Job’s final speech begins, 

 “Who will give to me as in the months of old, 

as in the days when God watched over me?” 

  in the days when I walked in light… 

Job’s final speech comes back to his opening question. 

 

But now he is no longer longing for death. 

Now he remembers the past – 

 he remembers God’s faithfulness. 

 

And yes, he longs for those days – he wishes someone could give them to him again! 

 But his point of “remembering” is not a nostalgic wish to go back to the good ol’ days, 

  his point is to remember. 

 It’s true – there is no sorrow like the sorrow of remembering good times  

from the depths of woe. 

  

Seven years ago this week 

my mother was found dead in her apartment at the age of 63. 

Every year, around this time, 

 I reflect on the fact that my children will never really know their grandmamma. 

There is grief in this remembrance – 

 but that is part of the process of grieving. 

 Death strikes every family. 

  Death takes its toll on everyone. 

  And there is a proper way to remember the ‘good ol’ days’ – 

   to recall the days gone by with your loved ones. 

 

Those were good days – and we thank God for them! 

 

But watch what Job is doing here. 

 

The language he uses is important. 

 “God watched over me” – is the exact verbal form from Numbers 6 –  

the priestly blessing: 

   “the LORD bless you and keep you”  

 Job says that God “kept him” – he guarded and protected him. 
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 The lamp (in verse 3) is the word used in Psalm 119:105 –  

“thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path” 

And that’s precisely what Job says was true of him. 

 “by his light I walked through darkness.” 

 

 “as I was in my prime” – 

  literally, “as I was in my harvest days” – 

  the prime of life – the best of days! 

 

In verse 4, Job speaks of how “the friendship of God was upon my tent.” 

 The word for “friendship” is the same word translated “council” in many other passages. 

 It can be translated “counsel” with an “s” – the giving of advice – 

  or “council” with a “c” – the assembly of rulers/governors/elders. 

 Friendship, for Job, is not about being “buddies” – 

  but about being on the same page together – 

  having open lines of communication. 

 

And in verse 6 you see a land flowing with milk and honey – or yogurt and oil – 

 Job had received the blessings that God had promised to Israel. 

 

b. I Was Honored by All… (v7-10) 
7 

When I went out to the gate of the city, 

    when I prepared my seat in the square, 
8 

the young men saw me and withdrew, 

    and the aged rose and stood; 
9 

the princes refrained from talking 

    and laid their hand on their mouth; 
10 

the voice of the nobles was hushed, 

    and their tongue stuck to the roof of their mouth. 

 

And when Job had the friendship of God – 

 when the Almighty was with him – 

  then Job was honored by all. 

 

 Verses 7-10 describe how ancient peoples treated the most revered among them. 

 Job was the most honored man in his city. 

  Even the princes and the nobles were silent before him. 

 When Job entered the city gate – 

  the place where justice was administered – 

  the place where business was transacted – 

   everyone deferred to him. 

 

And in verses 11-17, Job explains the reason why: 

 everyone deferred to Job because of his wisdom and justice. 

 

c. Because I Delivered the Poor and Helpless… (v11-17) 
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11 
When the ear heard, it called me blessed, 

    and when the eye saw, it approved, 
12 

because I delivered the poor who cried for help, 

    and the fatherless who had none to help him. 
13 

The blessing of him who was about to perish came upon me, 

    and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 
14 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; 

    my justice was like a robe and a turban. 
15 

I was eyes to the blind 

    and feet to the lame. 
16 

I was a father to the needy, 

    and I searched out the cause of him whom I did not know. 
17 

I broke the fangs of the unrighteous 

    and made him drop his prey from his teeth. 

 

In the ancient world, the good king was the one who delivered the helpless. 

Ancient kings bragged about how they protected widows and orphans. 

 

The Psalms frequently speak of how God protects widows and orphans – 

 and the prophets often comment on how God’s judgment is coming upon Israel 

  because Israel failed to do justice for the weak and helpless. 

 

I want you to see a couple things here. 

 First, Job delivered the poor who cried for help. 

  The legal system has been charged with cronyism ever since its origins. 

  The courts have been dominated by the rich and powerful since the beginning – 

   after all, they are trying to protect their wealth and status! 

  The city gate (or the county court house) can be an intimidating place for the poor 

  But Job had a reputation for defending the weak and powerless – 

   at least, those “who cried for help”! 

 

 Second, Job “searched out the cause of him whom I did not know.” 

  The idea here is that he carefully investigated a complaint – 

   he was thorough in his work as a judge. 

  The reason why this is important  

is because if you just side with the weak against the strong, 

 you may wind up doing injustice; 

because sometimes the weak is in the wrong! 

  Job searched out the cause of him whom I did not know, 

   so that he could break the fangs of the unrighteous. 

  If you are going to take on the rich and powerful, 

   then you need to have a strong argument! 

 

 We’ve been talking over the last couple years about how to help without hurting. 

  The church should be a place where the weak and powerless can find justice. 

 These two principles are essential: 
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  that we deliver the poor who cry for help – 

  and we search out the cause of those we do not know. 

 

 One thing that this might do is cause us to get more involved in local politics. 

 I recently spoke with a deacon in an OP church  

who is thinking of running for local office  

because he thinks the current system in his town is not doing justice. 

 

 The system is usually weighted towards the rich and powerful. 

 We need judges and officials who will diligently investigate the cries of the poor – 

and then bring justice – and correct the evils of the day! 

 

As we have seen, there are lots of connections between the book of Job and Isaiah. 

 Verse 14 adds another one. 

  In Isaiah 59, the prophet speaks of how there is no justice in Jerusalem. 

  When God looks at the city, he sees no justice, he sees no truth. 

 

 “The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. 

 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 

  then his own arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him. 

 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; 

  he put on garments of vengeance for clothing,  

and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak.” (59:15-17) 

 

 Now Job says “I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; 

  my justice was like a robe and a turban.” 

 Job says “I delivered the poor who cried for help.” 

 

At the end of chapter 28, Job tells us what God has declared to man: 

 “the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.” 

 

Wisdom not only knows what is right. 

Wisdom not only knows how to do what is right. 

Wisdom actually does what is right! 

 

You may have a lot of information in your head. 

 That does not make you wise. 

You may be good at telling others how to do good things. 

 That does not make you wise. 

 

But Job is the embodiment of wisdom. 

 He knew what was right – and he did what was right! 

Job, once again, is all that Israel was supposed to be! 

 

And you might think that if Israel had been like Job – 

 if Israel had treated the poor like Job – 
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 if Jerusalem had been “eyes to the blind and feet to the lame” – 

  then God’s curse would never have come on Israel! 

 Right? 

 

Well, that’s what Job thought: 

 

d. And I Thought “I Shall Multiply My Days” (v18-20) 
18 

 Then I thought, ‘I shall die in my nest, 

    and I shall multiply my days as the sand, 
19 

my roots spread out to the waters, 

    with the dew all night on my branches, 
20 

my glory fresh with me, 

    and my bow ever new in my hand.’ 

 

Job’s description of himself in verses 18-20  

is a lot like Ezekiel’s description of the kings of the earth: 

 roots spreading out to the waters… 

 the dew on my branches… 

the image of a great tree under whose branches the people take refuge! 

 

Think of Psalm 1. 

 We have seen before that Job has portrayed himself as the “blessed man” 

  who did not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

   or stand in the way of sinners, 

    or sit in the seat of mockers. 

 Indeed, Job has silenced the three mockers who have tried to “comfort” him. 

 

Job had thought that if you live a life of wisdom and righteousness 

 then you will live long and prosper. 

 

e. My Word Was Final (v21-25) 
21 

“Men listened to me and waited 

    and kept silence for my counsel. 
22 

After I spoke they did not speak again, 

    and my word dropped upon them. 
23 

They waited for me as for the rain, 

    and they opened their mouths as for the spring rain. 
24 

I smiled on them when they had no confidence, 

    and the light of my face they did not cast down. 
25 

I chose their way and sat as chief, 

    and I lived like a king among his troops, 

    like one who comforts mourners. 

 

And so in verses 21-25 he speaks of how his word provided comfort to the mourners. 

 His word was final. 

 When Job speaks, people listen. 
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 Job’s words fell like rain upon his listeners, 

  bringing life and peace to those who waited in silence for his every word. 

 

“I lived like a king among his troops, 

 like one who comforts mourners.” 

 

Wise and powerful – Job is all that Israel was supposed to be – 

 indeed, all that David was supposed to be! 

 

And you would think that God would bless such a man! 

 Isn’t that the way it’s supposed to be? 

 Isn’t that what the law had said? 

  Deuteronomy 27-28 – 

   the curse and the blessing.  

  Deuteronomy 29-30 – 

   the way of life and the way of death. 

 

But then come the two most potent words in all the Bible. 

 “But now” 

 

The Hebrew “v’atah” can mean “but now,” “and now,” “so now” – 

 but it is regularly found in contexts where there was once one situation, 

  “and now” things are different. 

 

Perhaps not surprisingly it is found in Genesis 3:22 

 where God says that the man has become “like one of us” 

  knowing good and evil, 

 “so now” he must be driven out of the Garden of Eden. 

It is also found in Exodus 3, where God says 

 “and now” the cries of Israel have come to my ears. 

 

“But now” can either be a bad thing or a good thing. 

 When things are going well, you really don’t want to hear “but now…” 

 On the other hand, when your life is in the ditch, 

  you really want to hear “but now…” 

 

In chapter 30 there are three “but nows” – 

  in verse 1, in verse 9, and in verse 16. 

 These “but nows” structure the whole chapter, 

  as Job explains how his former position of honor has been turned on its head. 

 

2. But Now… (30:1-31) 

a. But Now I Am Mocked by a Nameless Brood (v1-8) 

30 “But now they laugh at me, 

    men who are younger than I, 

whose fathers I would have disdained 
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    to set with the dogs of my flock. 
2 

What could I gain from the strength of their hands, 

     men whose vigor is gone? 
3 

Through want and hard hunger 

    they gnaw the dry ground by night in waste and desolation; 
4 

they pick saltwort and the leaves of bushes, 

    and the roots of the broom tree for their food.
[b]

 
5 

 They are driven out from human company; 

    they shout after them as after a thief. 
6 

In the gullies of the torrents they must dwell, 

    in holes of the earth and of the rocks. 
7 

Among the bushes they bray; 

    under the nettles they huddle together. 
8 

A senseless, a nameless brood, 

    they have been whipped out of the land. 

 

In chapter 29 Job said that the princes of the land honored him. 

But now, the riff-raff of the land laugh and mock him. 

 Job goes to great lengths in verses 1-8 to show how low – how despised the rabble is. 

 These are the lowest of the low. 

 Their fathers were such scum that I would not have set them with the dogs of my flock. 

  They are the off-scouring of humanity. 

 A senseless, nameless brood, 

  these are the thieves and scoundrels who have been driven away from society. 

 

In other words, where once the nobles and princes of the land honored Job, 

 now the most repulsive and loathsome people mock Job! 

 

b. But Now, the Rabble Attacks Me (v9-15) 
9 

“And now I have become their song; 

    I am a byword to them. 
10 

They abhor me; they keep aloof from me; 

    they do not hesitate to spit at the sight of me. 
11 

Because God has loosed my cord and humbled me, 

    they have cast off restraint
[c]

 in my presence. 
12 

On my right hand the rabble rise; 

    they push away my feet; 

    they cast up against me their ways of destruction. 
13 

They break up my path; 

    they promote my calamity; 

    they need no one to help them. 
14 

As through a wide breach they come; 

    amid the crash they roll on. 
15

 Terrors are turned upon me; 

    my honor is pursued as by the wind, 

    and my prosperity has passed away like a cloud. 
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They abhor Job and spit at the sight of him. 

 In the days of his glory, Job was honored by the honorable. 

 But now, Job is despised even by the despised. 

Why? 

 Because God has loosed my cord and humbled me. 

 Job understands that all of this has happened because God humbled me. 

 

 He doesn’t understand why God has humbled him. 

 But he knows that it is God who has humbled him. 

 

I think this is where we struggle. 

 We want to say that trouble and tribulation come from the evil one – not from God. 

 Now it’s true that Job’s trouble and tribulation come from Satan. 

  Satan – the Accuser – was the one who attacked Job. 

 But, as we are told in Job 1-2, it was God who asked Satan, 

  “Have you considered my servant Job?” 

   and after the first round of testing God said (2:3), 

  “He still holds fast his integrity,  

although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” 

 

And this is where we struggle. 

 Why would God do this? 

 Why would God allow Satan to incite him to destroy Job? 

 After all, God himself said – it was without reason – for no cause! 

 Job was innocent. 

 He didn’t deserve this! 

  We can all point to times in our lives where we did something foolish 

   and we paid for it. 

   

  But we can also point to times in our lives where we didn’t do anything 

   to deserve the treatment we got. 

 

  And then there are those times when we think that we are innocent, 

   but in fact, we are not! 

 

 And a lot of people want to say this about Job. 

  They can’t believe that Job is as good as he says he is. 

  Of course, they are in good company! 

  Job’s three friends – as well as Elihu, whom we’ll meet in a couple weeks – 

   were all convinced that Job was not as good as he says he is!! 

 

 But God says that “my servant Job” is blameless and upright, 

  one who fears God and turns away from evil. 

 When a man testifies about himself you are right to be a little skeptical! 

 But when God testifies about a man,  
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  you would be wise to take him seriously! 

 

But now Job – the blameless and upright servant of the Lord, 

 who fears God and turns away from evil, 

  says that God has turned cruel (v21): 

 

c. But Now, I Cry to You for Help, and You Do Not Answer (v16-23) 
16 

“And now my soul is poured out within me; 

    days of affliction have taken hold of me. 
17

 The night racks my bones, 

    and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest. 
18 

With great force my garment is disfigured; 

    it binds me about like the collar of my tunic. 
19 

God
[d]

 has cast me into the mire, 

    and I have become like dust and ashes. 
20 

I cry to you for help and you do not answer me; 

    I stand, and you only look at me. 
21 

You have turned cruel to me; 

    with the might of your hand you persecute me. 
22 

 You lift me up on the wind; you make me ride on it, 

    and you toss me about in the roar of the storm. 
23

 For I know that you will bring me to death 

    and to the house appointed for all living. 

 

God’s disposition towards Job has changed. 

Where God had once been his friend, 

 now God has become cruel 

 God is now pursuing Job in order to destroy him. 

 

When the poor and needy cried out to Job – 

 Job heard and answered and delivered the poor and needy. 

he rescued the widow and orphan in their distress. 

 

But Job cries out to God – and God does not answer! 

 “I stand, and you only look at me.” 

 

God has turned cruel – he has rejected his servant! 

 How dare he say this? 

 Can man really say to God – “you have turned cruel to me”? 

 

 Yes. 

 Because there are times when it is true. 

 There are times when in this time and at this place 

  God has turned his face against you. 

 

I once counseled a woman who was going through major hormonal changes 
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 that turned her from a sweet, kind person 

  into a raging maniac. 

She asked me why God would do this to her. 

 

Why? 

 Job knows that it is true, 

but he has no answer for this. 

 

But on this side of the cross, we can begin to see the cruciform shape of Job’s sufferings, 

 It was the Lord’s purpose to crush him, 

  so that we might see a picture of the innocent suffering Servant of the LORD. 

 God is teaching us that even for the innocent suffering Servant of the LORD 

  the only way to glory is the way of the cross! 

 If the guilty always suffer, 

  and the innocent always prosper, 

   then Adam’s sinful race is doomed. 

 

Have you always been innocent? 

Have you never sinned? 

 If the wages of sin is death – 

and God always gave you exactly what you deserved –  

then where would you be in the end? 

 

God’s point to us, through Job, is that sometimes the innocent do suffer. 

 

For now. 

 

I want you to hear verses 24-31 again – 

 but now in the light of what Jesus has suffered! 

 

Because our Lord Jesus Christ could well have spoken these words – 

 and, for that matter, there are times when these words are true of us as well! 

 

Job points out the injustice of it all: 

 

d. And When I Hoped for Light, Darkness Came (v24-31) 
24 

“Yet does not one in a heap of ruins stretch out his hand, 

    and in his disaster cry for help?
[e]

 
25 

Did not I weep for him whose day was hard? 

    Was not my soul grieved for the needy? 
26 

But when I hoped for good, evil came, 

    and when I waited for light, darkness came. 
27 

My inward parts are in turmoil and never still; 

    days of affliction come to meet me. 
28 

I go about darkened, but not by the sun; 

    I stand up in the assembly and cry for help. 
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29 
I am a brother of jackals 

    and a companion of ostriches. 
30 

My skin turns black and falls from me, 

    and my bones burn with heat. 
31 

My lyre is turned to mourning, 

    and my pipe to the voice of those who weep. 

 

The faithful servant of the Lord had always shown compassion to those in need. 

But now no one helps him. 

The faithful servant of the Lord wept for those whose days were hard. 

 But in his own day – when he cried out for help – 

  there was silence. 

 

Job cried out from the ash heap – and no one answered. 

Jesus cried out from the cross – and no one answered. 

 

Darkness fell upon Job – 

 darkness fell upon Jesus – 

  and yes, sometimes darkness will fall upon you. 

 

So what do you do? 

 you may curse God and die in your rebellion – 

 or you may cry out in your anguish,  

and know that even as God heard the cry of his beloved Son, 

   “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?!” 

  even so he hears your cry – when you cry out  

   “Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief!” 

 

This is what baptism is all about. 

 Baptism, after all, is all about passing through death. 

 Even as the floodwaters were poured out on the earth, 

  and the waters that destroyed the wicked saved Noah and his family; 

 and even as the children of Israel were saved through the Red Sea  

  the same Sea that swallowed up Pharaoh’s army; 

 so also the waters of baptism come crashing down on us and our children. 

 

Jesus said, “I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished.” 

 Before we could endure those waters – 

  Jesus first was engulfed in its waves. 

 Before the Son of God could pour out the Spirit and fire from heaven – 

  he first had to pass through that fiery baptism. 

 

And because Jesus passed through death, 

 therefore we are baptized into his death – 

  as Paul says… 


