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Introduction – In the context of the Christian faith and the church, the word 
testimony refers to one’s experience of coming to faith in Christ. A testimony is a 
witness to the grace of God in the saving of a sinner. In its simplest form a 
testimony would have 3 components; one’s life before Christ, how one came to 
faith in Christ, and then how one’s life has been changed in light of Christ. 
 
For me personally, my testimony is this: Before Christ, I was brought up in a 
church. I appeared to be an all-around good kid. Made decent grades. Stayed out 
of trouble. Had prayed the sinner’s prayer and been baptized. Believed the Bible 
to be true. Went to church every time the door was open. But in truth, my world 
revolved around me, and my life Monday through Saturday had nothing to do 
with Jesus and everything to do with Wil. I thought I was a Christian simply 
because I had gone through the motions and didn’t do any terrible things. 
 
God, in His grace, began to break down the hypocritical, American version of 
Christianity that surrounded my heart. He began opening my ears, and I began to 
understand our pastor was teaching that if you were not following Jesus, you did 
not know Jesus. Then, the Lord began to open my eyes when my older brother 
came to faith in Christ and his life changed. I wrestled with the fact that I knew my 
testimony of being a Christian did not line up with Scripture. On Dec 27, 1987, I 
finally gave in to grace and gave my life to Christ. 
 
Since then, although I have never been all that I should be, I do know I’m not 
what I used to be. In 31 years of walking with Christ, I’ve been slowly learning and 
embracing and enjoying the truth that to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
That’s my testimony. In our text today, Matthew shares his testimony.  
 

I. He Called Me, a Tax Collector (v9) 
a. Matthew was a tax collector. Tax collectors were despised by both 

the religious and the non-religious because tax collectors were Jews 
who worked for Rome. They collected the tariffs on goods and were 
known to charge higher rates than the already high taxes in order to 



pocket the profits. Tax collectors were viewed as the lowest of the 
low, the scum of the earth. They not only worked for the occupying 
government, they cheated their own people.  

b. Matthew knew he was crooked. Matthew knew he was not 
righteous. Matthew knew he made his living by cheating others. 
Matthew knew he was a sinner. And that is precisely the main point 
of this passage. A necessary step to salvation is recognizing who we 
are. 

c. Notice the text says Jesus saw him. There were many people around, 
but Jesus saw him. Jesus called him. And now we begin to see the 
grace of God beginning to work in Matthew’s life. 

i. Jesus saw a man called Matthew – he singled him out. God is a 
personal God and salvation is a personal transformation. 

ii. Sitting at the tax booth – if anyone should be overlooked, it 
should be Matthew. He is a rotten, no good tax collector. But 
that’s not how grace works, is it? Grace beckons those who are 
thought to be unworthy. Grace is the richness and kindness of 
God to make sinners sons and daughters. 

d. And He said to him, “Follow me.” This was not a suggestion. This was 
not an option to consider. This was an effectual, saving command 
from the Savior to the sinner to believe.  

i. And in that very instant grace was at work. When Jesus said to 
him “Follow me,” Matthew was born again. Matthew became 
a believer. Matthew was transformed. 

ii. God issues His commands to reveal His will such as “You shall 
not murder,” and God issues commands to accomplish His will 
such as “Let there be light.” 

e. And we know that to be the case because of what happened next. He 
rose and followed Him. He left it all. He left his old life. He left his 
means of income. He left his vocation and his identity. He let go of 
everything he had held on to in order to hold on to Christ. 

f. His life before Christ – tax collector. His encounter with Christ – 
Follow me. His life change – he rose and followed Christ. 

 
 
 
 



II. He’s Available to All Who Need Him (vv10-11) 
a. Now you have to wonder why are the Pharisees making such a big 

deal about Jesus’ company? If He is here to forgive sins, why 
wouldn’t He be found among sinners?  

b. It’s here in Matthew’s gospel account that we begin to see the 
confrontation between Jesus and the religious establishment of His 
day. 

i. They totally misunderstood the mission of the Messiah. In their 
self-absorbed and self-righteous world, when the Messiah 
arrives He will congratulate them and honor them and 
celebrate them. For they have so strenuously observed the law 
and they are the righteous.  

ii. The Messiah will surely chastise sinners and tax collectors and 
reward the religious faithful, and yet here Jesus is hanging out 
with sinners and calling out the religious elites for their 
hypocrisy. 

iii. Jesus was nothing like what they expected, and yet He was 
exactly what the OT has promised. A Redeemer. A Savior.  

c. Isn’t the gospel wonderful? Isn’t grace amazing? Isn’t our Savior 
glorious? He comes to sinners. He welcomes sinners. God in His grace 
does not ignore the unworthy and the unrighteous and the unclean, 
rather He transforms unworthy, unrighteous, unclean sinners. God in 
His grace does not bypass the outcast; God adopts the outcast and 
makes him a son. God in His grace does not overlook the overlooked; 
God shines the light of the gospel on dark, dead hearts and brings 
them to life! 

d. The Pharisees should have been rejoicing that salvation extends to 
even the lowest of the low, and yet all they could do is criticize.  

e. The issue comes down to this: the Pharisee, with all his good works, 
with all his rule-keeping and law-abiding and ritual-doing and 
ceremony-following, couldn’t see himself as a sinner. He couldn’t 
imagine that he was not right with God. He couldn’t dream of 
needing salvation and forgiveness. He could never see Jesus as the 
Savior because he could never see himself as a sinner, separated 
from God, and doomed to an eternity apart from God. 
 
 



III. Self-awareness is Essential to Salvation (vv12-13) 
a. By self-awareness I mean knowing who we truly are and not who we 

think we are. 
b. Hosea 6:6 – the message of Hosea is that while Israel constantly 

keeps going through the ritual and ceremony of sacrifice and 
religious observance, they have no love for the Lord. They are guilty 
of breaking the commandments over and over. They dishonor the 
Lord in their lives. Their religion is nothing more than going through 
the motions and they are foolish enough to believe that they can live 
any way they please and as long as they keep going through their 
religious motions, they are right with God.  

i. Hosea cries, “rend your hearts and not your garments” 
c. Jesus tells the Pharisees, learn what this means. Learn the message 

of Hosea. Simply going through the motions is not true faith. God is 
not impressed or moved or worshipped or glorified with a yard full of 
sacrificed animals if all of the religious activity is void of love and faith 
and joy and hope in Him. In fact, He despises religious observances 
that are merely pursued as a means to keep Him happy and at bay so 
that we can go about living our lives as we please. Nothing dishonors 
Him more than to be used rather than worshipped. 

d. We need to hear this message in this day. For often we 
misunderstand Jesus and faith and church just like these Pharisees. 
Our misunderstanding is usually expressed in one of two ways. We 
think we’re right with God because we make it to church once a 
month, tip our hat to God with a $10 in the offering plate, and are 
miserable until we get to leave. Or, we pride ourselves on our 100% 
attendance and all the committees we serve and all the good we do. 
And just like these Pharisees, we’ve totally missed the point because 
we started in the wrong place. It’s hard to end in the right place if 
you start in the wrong direction. 

e. It’s hard to win someone to Christ who has already convinced himself 
that he’s right with God.  

f. But the one who knows he’s a sinner. The one who knows he needs 
grace, who knows he’s not right with God, the one who knows he 
needs a Savior, is in the right place to meet Jesus. 

g. He’s available to the sinner, but you have to know you are a sinner. 
 



Conclusion – Are we like these Pharisees? Convinced we’ve been good enough to 
be right with God? Or are we like Matthew, convinced we need Jesus if we are 
ever to be right with God? What’s our testimony? Do you have a testimony? Can 
you look back over your life and see a time before Christ, the life-changing 
experience of coming to faith in Christ, and the difference Christ has made in your 
life? 


