
Church Online? (Part 5 / Reason 5):
People cannot "be" the church, "do" church, or "go to" church online. Why? Reason 5: 

Because you cannot fight this war alone.
Would there be any point for a soldier to go out on their own into the warfare that awaits 

them? For the Christian it is no different. From the moment someone becomes a Christian they are 
in a lifelong battle. They are in a battle against themselves, against the world, and against the enemy 
and his brigade. In Christianity there is no such thing as an army of one. As instituted by God, 
Christians have the fellowship of the body, which is comprised of their fellow soldiers. Together 
they fight alongside each other and for each other. 

So the Christian is in a battle against themselves, the world, and the enemy and his brigade. 
Having been redeemed by Christ those He saves are by nature now separated from their sin, 

but a reality still exists this side of heaven. They still battle against themselves in their sinful desires 
and actions. Facing this battle alone is like running into oncoming fire alone. It's like spiritual 
suicide. Part of how God causes his children to conquer and endure this battle is through the 
church. Within the fellowship of believers. Here His children are lovingly held accountable by 
those that God has placed in the church to care for them. Elders are to look after the spiritual 
welfare of God's sheep. Also within the congregation, believers help each other in this fight. 
Growth and accountability happens as they live life together under the Head of the body, Jesus. 

Another part of fighting against themselves has to do with fighting to keep the body from 
any falsehood and idolatry. What is clear in the New Testament, as well as the Old, is that false 
teaching creeps into the church. So those within the church are to battle against it and reject 
anything that changes the gospel. They are commanded by God to contend for the faith that was 
once for all delivered to the saints, which in the context of Jude and other similar passages this 
contending happens within the visible church. These elements of fighting against ourselves cannot 
be done online. 

The Christian is also to fight against the world. Though there are many aspects of this for the 
individual, this is also a corporate endeavor. And must be. The enemy in each generation is 
constantly trying to change the church by using the in and out tides of culture. All of the letters to 
churches in the New Testament showcase a body of believers that exist in the world, but are not of 
the world. Both individually and corporately the Christian and the church are not to be conformed 
to the spirit of the age, the current trends of the world that try to infiltrate the camp of believers. As 
a member of the body of Christ you cannot effectively be a part of the army that fights against the 
world when you are at home online. 

Lastly, the body of believers wage war against the enemy together. This is the vast army that 
God raises up to fight against the one who uses whatever he can to try and prevail against God's 
people. But as Jesus Himself said, "The gates of hades will not prevail against the church." The 
gates, representing the authority and power, of hell, the enemy, will not overpower those that are 
God's called out ones whom He gathers together to be His army, representing His kingdom and 
His power, that are undefeatable, because of their conquering King Jesus. They are His church, 
His gathering, that are to be together, not scattered around and at home online. Isolated from the 
rest of the army. There you are vulnerable and unequipped, which is not what God has designed 
for His church.

This has been brief, but I hope this re-enforces the fact that the church cannot function as 



the church online. And I hope this puts more of a hunger within you to be involved in a local 
biblical church. Until next time these are thoughts for you to reflect on that I pray drive you to God 
and His Word for more study, reflection, and action. 


