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Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

9 Two are better than one, because they have a
good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one
will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is
alone when he falls and has not another to lift
him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep
warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12
And though a man might prevail against one who
is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold
cord is not quickly broken. (ESV)

1 Corinthians 13

13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 And if | have prophetic
powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if [ have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, [ am nothing. 3 If I
give away all I have, and if [ deliver up my body
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in
part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the
perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to

face. Now [ know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as [ have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; but the greatest of these is love. (ESV)
John 11:1-44

11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters
sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is
il.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.”

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in
the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he
meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your
sake [ am glad that [ was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas,



called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let
us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four days. 18
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,
19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to console them concerning their brother.
20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, but Mary remained
seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. 22 But even now [ know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives
and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
who is coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went and called
her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher
is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30
Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but
was still in the place where Martha had met him.
31 When the Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and
go out, they followed her, supposing that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also weeping, he was deeply
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man
from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the
tomb. [t was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the

sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did [ not tell you
that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you
that you have heard me. 42 [ knew that you
always hear me, but I said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe
that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out.” 44 The man who had died came out,
his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and
his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.” (ESV)

[. The Model (Ecclesiastes 4:9)
A. God’s plan.

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.

1 John 4:8 Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love.

Proverbs 18:24 (NKJV) A man that has friends
must show himself friendly: And there is a friend
that sticks closer than a brother.

B. God’s intended result is synergy: two
accomplishing more than the sum of the 2.

Matthew 28:19 & 20 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

2 Timothy 2:1 & 2 You then, my child, be
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,
2 and what you have heard from me in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful
men who will be able to teach others also.

[I. The Encouragement Dynamic (Ecclesiastes
4:10)
A. The fall.

Job 2:7-10 So Satan went out from the presence

of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores

from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.
8 And he took a piece of broken pottery with



which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast
your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But he
said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish
women would speak. Shall we receive good from
God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job
did not sin with his lips.

1 Samuel 30:6 And David was greatly distressed,
for the people spoke of stoning him, because all
the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons
and daughters. But David strengthened himself
in the Lord his God.

Galatians 6:1 & 2 Brothers, if anyone is caught in
any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

B. The lift.

James 2:15 & 16 If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that?

Job 2:11-13 Now when Job’s three friends heard
of all this evil that had come upon him, they
came each from his own place, Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the
Naamathite. They made an appointment together
to come to show him sympathy and comfort him.
12 And when they saw him from a distance, they
did not recognize him. And they raised their
voices and wept, and they tore their robes and
sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven. 13
And they sat with him on the ground seven days
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to
him, for they saw that his suffering was very
great.

Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.

Psalm 3:3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me,
my glory, and the lifter of my head.

C. The loner.

Psalm 142:4 Look to the right and see: there is
none who takes notice of me; no refuge remains
to me; no one cares for my soul.

Psalm 55:6 And I say, “Oh, that I had wings like a
dove! I would fly away and be at rest;

D. The helping hand.

2 Corinthians 1:3 & 4 Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts
us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted
by God.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we urge you, brothers,
admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted,
help the weak, be patient with them all.

[II. Dealing With the Default Disorder of
Impatience (1 Corinthians 13:4)
A. Patience reflects God's character.

Psalm 103:8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

B. Patience is the working of the Hoy Spirit.

Galatians 5:22 & 23 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law.

C. Patience is learned through difficulty.

James 1:2-4 Count it all joy, my brothers, when
you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know
that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

[V. The Solution To Impatience (John 11:1-44)

A. Delay with a purpose (1-6)

B. Jesus’ patience with the disciples (7-16)

C. Jesus’ patience with Martha (17-28)

D. Jesus’ patience with Mary (29-37)

E.]Jesus’ patience in preparing for an answer (38-
40)

F.Jesus brings glory to God with the
unbelievable (41-44)

How can we act in patience?
1. Be reminded that God is in control.



Daniel 4:34 & 35 At the end of the days |,
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and
my reason returned to me, and I blessed the
Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, and his kingdom endures from
generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants
of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he
does according to his will among the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What
have you done?”

[saiah 55:8 & 9 For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

2. Be reminded that God is at work.

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who
love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose.
Colossians 1:17 & 18 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is
the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent.

3. Be reminded that patience is produced in
times of suffering.

Romans 5:3-5 Not only that, but we rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does
not put us to shame, because God'’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.

Hebrews 12:5 & 6 And have you forgotten the
exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son,
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises
every son whom he receives.”

4. Be reminded that patience holds on to hope.

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live,

Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Romans 8:25 But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience.

Revelation 1:17 & 18 When [ saw him, I fell at his
feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on
me, saying, “Fear not, [ am the first and the last,
18 and the living one. I died, and behold [ am
alive forevermore, and [ have the keys of Death
and Hades.

Revelation 19:11-16 Then I saw heaven opened,
and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems,
and he has a name written that no one knows but
himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is called is The
Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven,
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. 15 From his
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations, and he will rule them with a
rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his
robe and on his thigh he has a name written,
King of kings and Lord of lords.



