
1 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church                   
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 

 

Pastor, Douglas Salyer       May 5, 2018  

 

Romans 9:21-22 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 62 

Introduction: 
 

     We have begun to look deep into the divine Sovereign plan and purpose of God, here in 
Paul’s letter to the Romans. I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that Paul’s section dealing 
with the fallen, sinful, dishonored lump of clay falls perfectly in the section of vindication of 
the summary outline for the book of Romans. Because chapter 9 through 11, deal with 
vindication. These three chapters vindicate the condemnation of all humanity as Paul wrote 
in Romans 1:18 through 3:20. The vindication of justification by faith in Christ, detailed from 
Romans 3:21 through 5:21 and the vindication of the doctrine of sanctification as seen from 
Romans 6:1 through 8:39. 
 
     This section of Romans 9 through 11, will also vindicate specific doctrines such as 
foreknowledge, predestination and the doctrine of unconditional Sovereign election.  
However, we are not expected to understand it all perfectly, just accept it by faith. Knowing 
that our God is Holy, Righteous and Faithful, and ‘Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what 
is just?’1 
 
     The Apostle Paul here is dealing with some of the most difficult doctrines in the entire 
Bible. Regardless, if you believe it or not, Paul does not even try to explain it because he could 
not, nor can I! However Paul does anticipate the response of his readers and even some of 
you here today with your very own question that you would like to propose.  
 
     ‘You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?”’2 The big 
argument is that God chooses out of the same lump whom He will gave grace to and to whom 
He will pass over. Then people use this to justify their sin and/or unbelief. They say things 
like our choices really does not matter because God’s in charge and if He’s completely 
Sovereign no one can resist His will anyway. He choose some for grace, He passed others 
over, so it does not matter what we do. 
__________________________________________                                    
1 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Genesis 18:25e. 
 
2 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 9:19. 
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     I think what they are missing here is the big theological difference between God’s 
Sovereign will and God’s command. God’s Sovereign will was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, and He will do all His pleasure.  Isaiah the prophet tells us, ‘I am 
the LORD, and there is no one else; There is no God except Me.’3 The fact that people would even 
dare to question God as Thomas Schreiner states, ‘their resistance is manifested in their 
arguing with Him, for that constitutes opposition to what He has commanded.’4 They are not 
necessarily resisting His will, because no man can thwart the will and work of Almighty God.5 
However, they are in opposition to God because of their refusal to obey His commands. 

     We ourselves have never resisted God’s will, yet more often time than not, we do oppose 
Him because of our disobedience. We must remind ourselves of this daily, even hourly, 
because how soon we often forget who the Lord God truly is the omnipotent Sovereign of the 
universe.  
 

     John Piper states, ‘that in our trials, in our tribulations, in our distress; when we succumb to 
fear and failure, trying to fix all our own issues. When all of this is happening, or something is 
being said or thought, God responds, “I AM God!” The point is; in our weakness we act like we 
don’t know what it means for Him to be God!’ 6 May we never be shaken by the fears of the life 
in comparison to our great God, for He shall do all His pleasure. As Jesus taught us to pray, 
may we have bold confidence in, ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.’ 7 Because God’s will shall always 
be accomplished, for this is His Sovereign purpose to the praise of the glory of His grace.   

Romans 9:20 
 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 8 
 
     Who might we think we are to be in such a high place of self-righteousness to reply against 
the Sovereign. Will that piece of marred, fallen, corrupt clay look up at the Sovereign and 
question why am I thus? It neither will nor can!  
__________________________________________ 
3 Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), Isaiah 45:5a-b. 
 
4 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament – Volume 6, (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Publishing Group, 1998), 514. 
 
5 NOTE: ‘Yea, before the day was, I am He, and there is none that can deliver out of My hand; I will work, and who 
shall turn it back?’ 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James 
Bible Publishers), Isaiah 43:13. 
 
6 John Piper, Desiring God, The Sovereignty of God: ‘My Counsel Shall Stand, and I Will Accomplish All My Purpose.” 
(April 10, 2018, John Piper, Desiring God), https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sovereignty-of-god-my-
counsel-shall-stand-and-i-will-accomplish-all-my-purpose. 
 
7 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Matthew 6:9b-10. 
 

8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:20. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sovereignty-of-god-my-counsel-shall-stand-and-i-will-accomplish-all-my-purpose
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     May we look at our text to finish the section dealing with what man most commonly rejects 
more than almost any other Biblical doctrine, in fact the doctrine of ‘reprobation’,9 is right 
up there on the controversial list of doctrines as ‘limited atonement.’10 I will read verses 22 
through 24, however, we will not go past verse 22 in this lesson. 
 
Romans 9:22-24 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory, 
 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?11 
 

     The Apostle Paul asks that rhetorical question from verse 21; ‘Does not the potter have 
power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 
dishonor?’12 Paul is using here a very familiar Old Testament analogy from Jeremiah chapter 
18. As John MacArthur writes, ‘Paul asserts in his argument that it is as irrational and far 
more arrogant for men to question God’s choice of certain sinners for salvation, as for a piece 
of pottery to question the purpose of the potter.’13 
 

    God reserves the right to do with His own creation as He wishes to bring about His purpose. 
In the analogy used here, Paul demonstrates the Sovereign power of God. Of that same fallen 
lump, one vessel of honor and another just a common vessel.  
 

 __________________________________________ 
9 NOTE: Reprobation: ‘reprobation’ Reprobation means disapproval / severe disapproval. Originally, reprobation was 
a religious word meaning "rejection by God." The root word probate comes from the Latin word ‘probare’, which 
means "prove." A probate is someone who proves his worth. A reprobate was someone who proved himself 
worthless, and was therefore condemned. The Merriam-Webster defines ‘reprobate’ as: to condemn strongly as 
unworthy, unacceptable, or evil, to refure to accept: reject. Merriam-Webster, Online Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, 
Incorporated 2018. Date Accessed April 16, 2918; https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reprobated. 
 
10 NOTE: ‘Limited Atonement’ Summary, what is limited atonement – ‘Limited atonement is the teaching within 
Calvinism which states that Jesus only bore the sins of the elect (those chosen for salvation by God) and that He did 
not bear the sins of every individual who has ever lived. This teaching is also called "particular redemption" and 
"definite atonement." This doctrine is known within Reformed theology and is also considered one of the five points 
of Calvinism known by the acronym TULIP. T = Total Depravity. U = Unconditional Election. L = Limited Atonement. I 
= Irresistible Grace. P = Perseverance of the Saints. The argument used to support limited atonement is found in 
both Scripture and logic. “For I have told him that I am about to judge his house forever for the iniquity which he 
knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did not rebuke them. 14 And therefore I have sworn 
to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” The question 
is that if Jesus bore the sin of everyone who ever lived, then why is the house of Eli's sins never to be atoned for? (1 
Sam. 3:13-14).  
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22-24. 
 
12 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 9:21. 
 
13 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1678-
79. 
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     One vessel of honor and another unto dishonor. In other words, one was a prized 
masterpiece in the hands of the potter, yet the other use just for common use, yet in it the 
potter still exercised His power and authority.  
 
     G. T. Shedd,14 a mid-nineteenth century Christian Biblical Scholar writes, ‘If God does not 
elect a person then therefore they are rejected. If God’s purpose of election does not work to 
convert a sinner into a Saint, then God has therefore purposed to let them remain a sinner. If 
God’s purpose of election does not work in a man, both to will and to do of God’s good pleasure 
then therefore God has purposed to leave the man both to will and to do according the man’s 
own pleasure in his own fallen will. However, when God does not purpose to influence to 
person’s own human will to good, then therefore God has purposed to allow that fallen will to 
have its own way.’15  When God effectually operates upon the human will it is election, when 
God does not effectually operate upon the human will it is reprobation. He simply passes 
them over and leaves them to their own devices.  
 
     ‘Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for 
honor and another for dishonor?’16 This my friend is the truth of the Sovereignty of the 
Creator of the Universe. You say Pastor, I just do not understand this, nor can I harmonize it. 
May I remind you, nor can I; however, may we be reminded that there are just some things 
that God does not come off His throne to answer for us. Our lack of understanding is not dealt 
with in the questioning of the character of God, but in our understanding of our fallen, finite 
capacity to grasp His infinite wisdom.  
  
Jeremiah 6:27-30 
 

27 I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try 
their way. 
 

28 They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all 
corrupters. 
 

__________________________________________ 
14 NOTE: G. T. Shedd, William Greenough Thayer Shedd, (June 21, 1820 – November 17, 1894), son of the Reverend 
Marshall Shedd and Eliza Thayer, was an American Presbyterian theologian born in Acton, Massachusetts. In 1835, 
Shedd enrolled at the University of Vermont, and became a protégé of UVM president James Marsh. Under the 
influence of his mentor, Shedd was deeply affected by the thought of Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Trans-
cendentalism. He graduated from UVM in 1839 and taught school for one year, during which time he began to attend 
the Presbyterian church. Being called to the ministry, Shedd entered Andover Theological Seminary in 1840 and 
studied under theologian Leonard Woods. He graduated in 1843. After a short pastorate at Brandon, Vermont, he 
was successively professor of English literature at the University of Vermont (1845–1852), professor of sacred 
rhetoric in Auburn Theologica Seminary (1852–1854), professor of church history in Andover Theological Seminary 
(1854–1862), and, after one year (1862–1863) as associate pastor of the Brick Church of New York City, of sacred 
literature (1863–1874) and of systematic theology (1874–1890) in Union Theological Seminary. He died in New York 
City on November 17, 1894. Dr. Shedd was a high Calvinist and was one of the greatest systematic theologians of 
the American Presbyterian church. 
 
15 William Greenough Thayer Shedd, Christian Dogmatic Theology, Volume 1, 1888-1894; Edited by Alan Gomes 
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2003), 84. 
 
16 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 9:21. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
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29 The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away. 
 

30 Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.17 
 
     What men fail to realize is that we all came from the same fallen lump. If it were not for 
God’s Sovereign purpose of election, He would have passed over us all in rejection and left 
us to our own devices of our fallen will. 
 
Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:18 
 
     It appears that we have an apparent paradox here, between divine Sovereignty and human 
responsibility, yet it is not so. However, what about the appearance of a contradiction of 
Scripture because of the verse taken out of context from 2 Peter? Because it is apparent 
people have forgotten this one truth about God, His will is always accomplished, Amen! 
 

• Ephesians 1:5 ‘Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.’19 

 

• Ephesians 1:9b ‘according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:’20 
 

• Ephesians 1:11 ‘being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will:’21 

 
     Now I want to deal with this next part very slowly because I do not want you to miss this 
truth. Because Romans 9:22 says that God is willing to show His wrath and to make His 
power know, right? 
 
     NASB - ‘What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?’22 Now, 
whether you want to admit it or not, Paul under divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God 
is telling us here that God is willing to show His wrath. However, many will jump up and say 
what about 2 Peter 3:9? 

__________________________________________ 
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), Jeremiah 6:27-30. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
 
19 Ibid., Ephesians 1:5.  
 
20 Ibid., Ephesians 1:9b. 
 
21 Ibid., Ephesians 1:11.  
 
22 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 9:22.  
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2 Peter 3:9 
 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.23 
 
     Now Romans says God is willing to show His wrath, yet 2 Peter 3:9, states that God is not 
will that any should perish. Oh, my have we got here, a contradiction in the Word of God? Not 
on your life, God forbid, may it never be, as the Apostle Paul would state.  
 
     Two different groups of people are being talked about in the context. Furthermore, two 
different words for ‘longsuffering’ is used in these two verses. 
 

- Romans 9:22 – God is willing to show His wrath upon the dishonored vessels, 
continuing to ‘fit themselves to destruction.’ And His is longsuffering to allow this 
purpose to be accomplished according to His Sovereign will. 

 

- 2 Peter 3:9 – God is not willing to show His wrath, in fact He is not willing that any 
should perish because that is how His wrath is ultimately displayed. Yet His 
longsuffering here is to ‘usward.’  

 
     The ‘usward’ in the context cannot be all men because of what Paul tells us in Romans 9:22 
about God’s willingness to display His wrath so that His power may be known. However, in 
the context the ‘usward’ are the ‘beloved’ of 2 Peter 3:1 and 3:8. The beloved to which God is 
not willing that any should perish can be even traced back to First Peter chapter 1. 
 
1 Peter 1:1-5 
 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 
 

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.24 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
23 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 2 Peter 3:9. 
 
24 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:1-5. 
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     Therefore, God’s willingness that not any should perish cannot be all men. Because Paul is 
clear that God is willing to show His wrath upon the vessels of dishonor. God’s will that not 
any should perish is demonstrated by His long-suffering to ‘usward’, which are the ‘beloved, 
who are the ‘elect’ according to the foreordination of God.  This can be further vindicated by 
the syntax and grammar of the usage of the word ‘long suffering.’ 
 
     The syntax shows us in 2 Peter that God’s long suffering is toward His elect, not willing 
that any of them should perish but that all should some to repentance. This word long-
suffering is the Greek word 3114 ‘μακροθυμέω’ – makrothumeó. As the Strong’s defines it as 
‘I suffer long, have patience, I am forbearing, perseverance, refusing to retaliate with anger, 
because of human reasoning or response.’25 God is long suffering to all His elect, awaiting the 
salvation of each and every one of them that He has given to the Son in accordance to His 
divine purpose.  
 

- Jesus said, - ‘All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day.’26 

 
     The syntax in Romans 9 shows us that God’s long-suffering is actually enduring the vessels 
to which God is willing to show His wrath and power. He is just waiting while they fit 
themselves to destruction, in accordance with His divine plan.  This word long-suffering used 
in Romans 9 is the Greek word 3115 ‘μακροθυμία, ας, ἡ - makrothumia. It is in fact a different 
Greek word as used in 2 Peter chapter 3 for God’s Elect. As the Strong’s defines it as ‘patience, 
forbearance properly, long-passion, i.e. waiting sufficient time before expressing anger. This 
avoids the premature use of force (retribution) that rises out of improper anger.’27 
 
     So when properly understanding the original usage in the Greek text, we can clearly see 
that we have two different words used here for the long-suffering of God. Further 
understanding the purpose of the Glory of God we will see that even in His wrath, God is 
glorified. God created His creation in which both His holy wrath and gracious mercy would 
be displayed; even in eternity. ‘Indeed, His mercy shines against the backdrop of His just 
wrath, showing thereby that the salvation of any person is due to the marvelous grace and 
love of God. If this is difficult to understand, it is because people mistakenly think that God 
owes them salvation.’28 This is all due to the fact of man’s fallen nature in that humanity does 
not know who God is. The truth is no man, knows God until God so chooses to reveal Himself 
unto him, (Romans 9:15). 
__________________________________________ 
25 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 3114 
‘μακροθυμέω - makrothumeó’ – long suffering. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 6:37-39. 
 
27 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 3115 
‘μακροθυμία, ας, ἡ - makrothumia – long suffering. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
28 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2173. 
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Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:29 
 
     What men in the Armenian persuasion fall to realize is that their interpretation of 2 Peter 
3:9 falls apart when they proper word study the original Greek, especially of Romans 9. For 
sake of argument, may we look at another word of Romans 9:22; that word ‘willing.’ Paul 
asked this rhetorical question all the while proving his point, and in it he states that God is 
willing to show His wrath.  This is the Greek word, 2309 ‘θέλω – theló.’ Defined in the Strong’s 
as a desire, a will, to intend based off design.’30 Almighty God, is staying, holding back the 
hand of His judgement of divine holy wrath upon these vessels. In fact, the text says that God 
desires to display such holy wrath of His justice, but He is forbearing or enduring with much 
patience these dishonorable vessels. Of which out of that same lump, I came, but His Grace 
upon me has passed over His divine wrath on me in His mercy, because that wrath which I 
rightly deserved was poured out and paid for in the Person of Christ. 
 
     Yes, both the doctrines of Divine Sovereignty and human responsibility are taught in the 
Scriptures, as well as redemption and reprobation. I will not stand and attempt to question 
the Sovereign Lord over all upon why He does what He does and with whom.  
 
     We will close here at verse 22 for this lesson, and pick back up at the same verse. However, 
in closing knowing all that we have covered up to this point just from the last two chapters 
alone, may I ask you these questions?  
 

- What do you say to this God of Israel?  
- What will you say to His method of salvation?  
- What will you say to God’s sovereignty?  

 
     Do you want to argue with God or debate Him and question His reasoning in doubting His 
Word, or will you humbly submit and confess Him as Lord? 
 
     I will indeed trust Him and His Word, praise and thank Him for His grace; and I shall 
worship Him for who He is. Holy, Righteous, gracious, faithful and just; and shall not the God 
of the earth do right?  
 
Acts 15:18 
 
18 Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.31 
__________________________________________ 
29 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
 
30 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 2309 
‘θέλω – theló’ – long suffering. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
31 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Acts 15:18. 
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