
What the church should learn from going through the coronavirus:
The church doesn't need a President to tell them that church is essential. The church should 

already know this. Remember, the church, the called out ones that are called out by God to God to 
gather, where they are to commune with Him, to be nourished by Him, to be equipped by Him, and 
to be used by Him as they glorify their Triune God in their worship of Him and His works. So the 
gathering of the body of Christ is essential. The church should know this already. The church 
should already hunger to gather in the physical assembly whether in the face of life or death, health 
or sickness, peace or persecution. This fundamental understanding is missing today, which makes 
the reactions of the church in times like this reflect this misunderstanding. I mention this, because 
I've been asked as a pastor, and understandably so, "Can we do that? Are we allowed to meet?" 
Some of the church's reactions lead to important issues such as… 

1) It is not civil disobedience when the church chooses to gather when the government says 
it shouldn't or can't, because of the government's "executive orders." Executive orders are not laws, 
therefore to impose them as laws is, by definition, tyranny. So a church gathering during a time like 
this is not breaking the law.

2) Also if the government were to govern justly according to God then, no problem, no 
conflict, but when the government does not then the church is to follow God regardless of what 
may happen to them. That's what our founding fathers recognized when writing the Constitution. 
They recognized, even those who participated in writing the Constitution who weren't truly 
Christian, they recognized that the human nature is evil and therefore very capable of governing 
unjustly. This is where freedom of religion and the freedom to assemble came from. To protect 
people from unjust rule. It's a recognition of the biblical distinction between the separation of 
church and state that is in place for a reason. A good reason. 

The church should not look to their government for guidelines of when and how to 
function as the church. The church is to function as the church in accordance with God and His 
Word alone while taking every potential danger seriously. This is to happen when the government 
is just or unjust. The church is to function as the church in accordance with God and His Word 
alone also when the church is biblical or unbiblical. When self is selfless or selfish. When the 
culture is tolerant or persecuting. At all times. This functioning of the church as the church goes 
hand in hand with the church knowing that the physical gathering of the body of Christ is 
absolutely essential. 

Life is not risk-free. It never has been. The church has met together through all kinds of 
adversity whether it be epidemic or persecution or other. Far worse than what we are facing right 
now. But with much of America operating from an unbiblical worldview, especially much of the 
government, there will be a need, at some point, to draw a line in the sand no matter the cost. The 
attempts by many to wash away that line and move it back will be subtle and gradual. The church 
must be ready for this and recognize when this is happening, which demands that we know God 
and His word. We are in desperate need of this today. And God in His providence strengthens and 
purifies His church through testing. He raises His army to stand strong in Christ as they stand on 
His Word above all other imposing authority or foreseen or unforeseen danger. 

With that said, every person has to function according to their conscience before God. And 
with all the details around this virus it is not an easy road to navigate at all. One must take all angles 
into consideration and do what they believe is right. Hopefully it's from the principle known as 



"Ecclesia semper reformanda," which means that the church must always be reforming to the word 
of God, continually re-examining itself according to Scripture alone to maintain doctrinal and 
practical purity in the face of the current culture. The Bible must be our starting point for discerning 
everything having to do with the Christian faith, our knowledge of God's will and how we live life. 
And in that order. Our beliefs dictate our behavior. No matter if it is regarding our salvation itself 
or the many cultural issues that arise often. We need a biblical worldview that answers every facet 
of human life that is before us. So in facing this situation, is the relationship between our beliefs 
and behaviors consistently biblical? This is for you to answer individually and for the church to 
answer corporately.  


