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KJV – John 12:1-2 

 

“From the Tomb to the Table” 

Introduction: 

     Aren’t you glad tonight for the Good Shepherd? Jesus said I’m the good shepherd and my sheep 
hear my voice. And aren’t you glad this evening that He calleth His own sheep by name? If you 
would this evening open up your Bibles to the Gospel of John, chapter twelve.  

     We have a wonderful story here that culminates from chapter eleven about Lazarus in the tomb. I 
want to show you this evening friends that through and by our God. The Way, the truth and the life 
that Lazarus went from the tomb to the table. He went all the way from the grave, from tomb, from 
being dead to the table dining with the LORD of Glory. In John chapter twelve we are going to read 
just two verses this evening, verses one and two. 

     This wonderful supper at Bethany with the LORD Jesus and it begins here in verse number one. 

John 12:1-2 

1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, which had been dead, 
whom he raised from the dead.  

 2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table 
with him.  

     In verse one when have; Lazarus which had been dead. We read the wonderful story in John 
chapter eleven about how Lazarus was sick and they had sent word to the Master, saying that he 
was sick and he was dying. Jesus tarried, He was four days late, yet Glory to God; He was right on 
time. We have him dead in the previous chapter, and it even said in verse one of chapter twelve: 
Lazarus was, which had been dead.  

     Notice he had been dead but Glory to God, through and by the power of the LORD of Glory, He 
ain’t dead no more! Thank God that Jesus came to Bethany. Thank God that Jesus called him by his 
name and He raised him through the power of God from the dead.  

     Now in chapter twelve he is sitting at the table with the LORD Jesus. He had gone from the tomb 
to the table, because in chapter his is in the tomb.  But now in chapter twelve he is sitting at the 
table with the LORD of Glory. “From the Tomb to the Table” 
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     You see friends Jesus makes the difference. The LORD of Glory makes all the difference in the 
world just like God had told Moses down in Egypt; when He told him to go and tell Pharaoh and that 
last and final plague He told him to choose you a lamb put it up on the tenth day, keep it up until the 
fourteenth day and kill it.  Then to take the blood and apply the blood for God said about midnight I 
will pass over Egypt; and I will show that the LORD God puts a difference between, He makes the 
difference; He puts a difference between the Egyptians and the Israelites.  

     There is going to be a day coming friends when God is going to make all the difference in the 
world for all of eternity. For your total peace and fellowship and life everlasting with God Almighty; 
because God makes the difference. And we see here in the life of Lazarus and as we see here in John 
chapter eleven from the tomb to the table in chapter twelve; that Jesus makes the difference and 
Jesus and Jesus only. 

     Lazarus goes from the tomb to the table in just one chapter. I’m glad that Jesus has a table spread, 
where all the Saints of God are fed. I’m glad that He invites not frozen people, but His chosen people. 
Lazarus being dead and in the tomb, I believe can picture every man, woman, boy, girl, child that is 
outside of the grace of God. Someone once asked, is man depraved? He’s worse than that ; He’s 
Dead! He is spiritually dead and out of fellowship with God, but Jesus makes the difference.  

     Because only through and by Jesus can you go from the tomb to the table! The Bible says, “We 
were dead in trespasses and Sin!” Lazarus was not mistakenly placed in that tomb. Some say he was 
sick and passed out. But friends he was dead. Friends he was dead, Lazarus was dead!  

     You say how dead was he preacher? He was 4 Days Dead; He was stinking’ dead; He was 
wrapped up, bound up dead. Just like the most men, just like myself, and just like you before you 
were gloriously saved by the amazing grace of God. You were dead; I was dead in my trespasses and 
sin! 

     Dead, I was stinking’ dead with the smell of sin and unrighteousness upon me! Dead, I was 
wrapped up and bound up dead in the sin of this world! But Glory to God I went from the tomb to 
the table through and by the grace of God because Jesus and only Jesus makes the difference.  

     Dead, Dead and Dead; Just like the Prodigal Son when he came to himself. When he went back to 
his father’s house. His daddy didn’t have to ask him where he had been, because I believe he 
smelled like the hog pen. Dead in Sin, with no hope; Just like you, just like me and just like you, 
dead! Before you accepted the Sovereign Grace of Almighty God, we were dead! 

      Just like ole’ Lazarus was when Jesus came into town. He was dead. He was four days dead, 
stinking’ dead, wrapped up and bound up dead. But along came the LORD Jesus, right on time: you 
say preacher He was four days late. No, Glory to God He was right on time. Friends without Christ 
there is no hope for the dead Sinner! No matter what you look like; no matter what you smelled 
like; regardless of the outward appearance. When Jesus comes along He comes along right on time. 
He doesn’t look upon the outward appearance of man. But Glory to God He looks upon the inward 
man.  
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     He reached down into the tomb of the hog pen of this old world and He saved my soul from the 
wickedness and the unrighteousness and the clutches of Satan. Because I was dead just like 
Lazarus, I was four days dead, I was stinking dead, and I was tied up, wrapped up and bound up 
dead. But Glory to God through and by Jesus and Jesus alone I went from the tomb to the table.  

     Just like the lost man; Lazarus here in chapter eleven is dead. And do you know what friends he is 
going to stay dead, until someone bigger than death comes along to help him; ain’t you glad for that. 
Ain’t you glad that Jesus is bigger than death. Greater is He that is in you than He that is in the 
world. We have power over death, Hell and the grave through and by the LORD of Glory.  

     When Jesus came to Bethany he found that His friend Lazarus was dead! Jesus came 
along and He said just a few things friends. He said, number one He said; where have ye laid 
him? Where have ye laid him? Where was you laid at friends? Because you were in the 
mire, Jesus picked you up out of the mire and set you in the choir. You think that you saved 
yourself? No Sir, you didn’t save yourself, it was through and by the Sovereign Grace of God. 
You think it was your marvelous works, your church attendance and your tithing and all of 
your good deeds that saved you? No it was Jesus! For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     Friends we are not justified by our deeds, we are not justified by the Law. We are not justified by 
works, but we are justified by the Grace of God in our Faith in the finished work of the LORD Jesus 
Christ. He’ll pick you up out of the mire and set you in the choir. Through and by His Sovereign 
Grace, Glory to God you can go from the tomb to the table! 

     Where have ye laid him? Where were you lying at? You was laying in the hog pens of sin of this 
world. Then He said; take ye away the stone! You see you couldn’t get out. You couldn’t get 
out of the tomb, you couldn’t even get up out of the hog pen. Because there was a stone, 
there was something that was fixed and put between you and God. It was the sin and the 
unrighteousness of this world. Your totally depraved state, for there is none righteous no 
not one, there is none that seeketh after God. There is none that understandeth, and there 
is none that doeth good, no not one! 

     But Jesus came your way and through and by His grace, He made the difference. He 
brought you out of the tomb and He sat you at the table. He said; where have you laid him? 
Take ye away the stone. Then Glory to God ain’t you glad one day that Jesus came your way, 
ain’t you glad one day that Jesus came to Bethany. He came to your little Bethany, He came 
to your little side of the world. And He said I am the good shepherd and I call my own sheep 
by name. And my sheep hear my voice, for the voice of another they will not follow.  

     But Glory to God He said that they follow me, and I lead them out. Jesus came to Bethany 
and He cried the cry, He said the man’s name. He didn’t say get up out of the grave. If He 
would have done that, every grave on the face of the earth would have burst open. He didn’t 
say just come forth. If He had of just said come forth every tomb on planet earth would 
have been empty. But I call my own sheep by name; and He said LAZARUS, Come Forth! 



4 
 

From the Tomb to the Table      Grace Baptist Church 
 

      Ain’t you glad that Jesus one day came your way and He called you by your name? Oh, I am the 
good shepherd and I call my own sheep by name. I believe Isaiah forty-five says: 

Isaiah 45:4 

4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

     When death had the head on collision with the Saviour, it was made a live. Something bigger than 
death came by the way of Lazarus that day. Not only in Chapters eleven and twelve do we see death, 
but we see what the Saviour did: Lazarus was dead! But now Lazarus was delivered!  

     John 11:44 Jesus said; Loose him, and let him go. Delivered from the bondage of sin. Delivered 
from the penalty of the second death. That’s the way you were before grace came your way. That’s 
the way you were before Jesus came to your little Bethany and called you by your name and you 
accepted Him by faith through and by the grace of God.  

     Just like a sinner saved by the Grace of God, that sinner is delivered. Brought from the tomb to 
the table just like Lazarus. Delivered and passed from death unto life. Delivered and freed from the 
burden and the bondage of Sin. Religion can’t do it; Church membership can’t do it; Social and 
economic status can’t do it. But when death has a head on collision with the LORD of Glory, the King 
of kings, the Alpha and the Omega. When death has a head on collision with Jesus, the good 
shepherd and the Saviour it’s made alive and there is deliverance through and by the Sovereign, 
Almighty, powerful, free grace of God. 

 Lazarus was dead!  

Lazarus was delivered!  

     Now Jesus puts him at the table. You see friends that supper wasn’t for Lazarus. That supper was 
for Jesus. They made a supper for Him. I believe that if you capitalize your deity pronouns, I believe 
that “him” in 12:2 should be capitalized. Because I believe that Him was the supper made for Jesus 
not for Lazarus.  

     Lazarus just happened to have been freed and delivered; brought from tomb and sat at the 
LORD’s table. Lazarus was dead! Lazarus was delivered! And now through and by Jesus making the 
difference, Lazarus is dinning! From the tomb to the table; Lazarus went from the death, to 
deliverance, to dinning. 

      John 12:2; but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. You see friends, that him is 
Jesus. That him is the LORD, that him is God and God makes all the difference in the world. God 
makes all the difference in eternity. It’s not how many church books your name is on, is your name 
in the book? Because that’s His book; the Lamb’s Book of Life. The Lamb that was slain before the 
foundation of the world, He makes the difference!  
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     From the tomb to the table, ain’t you glad that Jesus came your way? Ain’t you glad that the LORD 
of Glory sought you. Yes friends He sought you and He bought you, and the Holy Spirit of God 
wrought you.  Glory to God through and by His Sovereign Grace. Through and by the LORD of Glory 
coming and becoming a servant. Thought it not robbery being equal with God, made Himself of no 
reputation, and humbled Himself even unto death the death of the cross.  

     Friends that was my cross, that was your cross because that was our sin that He was dying for. 
He who knew no sin became the sin of the world. John THE Baptist said when He came walking 
down the banks of the river of Jordan he pointed and said look; behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world. Jesus makes all the difference. He can bring you out of the mire and set 
you in the choir, He came put you from the tomb to the table. Friends I know that this is short and 
this is not a big long message, but Glory to God it’s simple. Because it’s about Him, and only through 
and by Him; this right here that I hold in my hand this evening is the greatest HIM Book. This right 
here is the greatest Him book ever written friends. Ever will be written, why? Because it’s divine, 
it’s given by inspiration of God.  

     All Scripture is given by inspiration. I believe that it was old Simon Peter that wrote in one of his 
Epistles and he said: For the prophecy came not of old by the will of men. But Holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     Him, has He made the difference for you? Has He, have you been brought from the tomb to the 
table yet?  

 

 

 

 


