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Philippians 1:1-6 1  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 2  Grace 
be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 3  I 
thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4  Always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making request with joy, 5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the 
first day until now; 6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
 
1a  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ,  
 
Paul and Timothy need no formal introduction to the Christians in Philippi. Read Acts 16 (about 
Timothy coming along with Paul, the vision of the man from Macedonia, the conversion of 
Lydia’s household and the conversion of the household of the jailer). The epistle was not written 
in-part by Timothy, as only Paul was an apostle and one who had been appointed to that office 
by Jesus Christ. Timothy is likely mentioned here by Paul to reconfirm what the Philippians 
knew: Paul and Timothy were in agreement in doctrine and practice. This was important 
because Paul planned to send Timothy to minister to the Philippians. 
 

Philippians 2:19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto 
you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. 

 
1b to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons: 
 
Paul and Timothy are writing to “saints”, “bishops”, and “deacons”. The letter is not being 
written to unregenerate people, but to the regenerate children of God (“in Christ Jesus”) 
congregating together as a church in Philippi.  
 
2  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Paul’s greeting, repeated similarly in most of his letters, is a blessing upon the Philippians.  
 
3  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4  Always in every prayer of 
mine for you all making request with joy, 
 
Paul’s prayer is one given of joyful thanksgiving for the Philippians, as he had the Romans, 
Corinthians, Colossians, Thessalonians, and Philemon. Paul was a praying man, something that 
is revealed throughout the record of Acts and within his epistles to the churches. Paul’s 
commendation to the Thessalonians to “pray without ceasing” in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 was 
simply a call to follow his example. 
 
5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
 
The “fellowship of the gospel” does not only represent their reception of the gospel as the good 
news of Jesus Christ, but also the continuing fellowship in it along with Paul and Timothy as 
they supported them in their ministry to the churches. 
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6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
 
Paul’s prayer for the Philippians continues and Paul expresses his confidence, not in the 
Philippians, but in God, that the “good work” of eternal salvation and the ongoing salvation from 
themselves and their generation through sanctification by the Holy Ghost will continue until the 
return of Jesus Christ. He is writing both of preservation and perseverance of the saints at 
Philippi. 

 
Romans 7:18-25 18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not. 19  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20  Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21  I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22  For I 
delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23  But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members. 24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? 25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then 
with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 
In this famous dissertation on the goodness of the law and the evil of the flesh, Paul illuminates 
the battle to “do good” as regenerate followers of Jesus Christ. The battle may only be won 
“through Jesus Christ our Lord”. 
 

Deuteronomy 20:2-4 2  And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, 
that the priest shall approach and speak unto the people, 3  And shall say unto them, 
Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies: let not 
your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them; 
4  For the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you against 
your enemies, to save you. 

 
Isaiah 35:3-4 3  Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 4  Say to 
them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you . 

 
A Christian is never alone in battle, whether it be against forces outside or ins ide. God fights “for 
you against your enemies, to save you”.  
 

John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever;  

 
The Holy Ghost is an everlasting gift given to Christians. 
 

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  

 
The Holy Ghost’s role is to teach and remind Christians of the words of Jesus Christ. 
 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
01/17/2016 
Philippians 1 :1-6 “he which hath begun a good work in y ou will perform it” 

 

 3 

John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me:  

 
The Holy Ghost testifies the truth of Jesus Christ: the Son of God, made flesh, dwelt among men, 
preached, crucified (died), resurrected, walked among men, ascended to heaven, reigning with 
God, returning at a time of the Father’s choosing. 
 
God provides Christians his abiding presence in them in the form of the “Holy Ghost”, “the 
Spirit of truth”, enabling them to “do good”. 
 

Philippians 2:12-13 12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling. 13  For it is God which worketh in you  both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure. 
 

Though Christians are to “work out” their “own salvation”, they are not left alone to do it. God 
works in them to accomplish his will.  

 
Ephesians 2:8-10 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10  For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
Though Christians are saved by grace not of works, they are to do “good works” because God has 
ordained them to do so. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
 

God’s grace in salvation is sufficient for Christians and leads them to an abundance of good 
works. 

 
Colossians 1:10-11 10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; 
 

A Christian’s walk should produce fruit, knowledge, patience, longsuffering, joy, but only 
because of God’s strength and power.  

 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even 
our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace, 17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word 
and work. 
 

A Christian’s consolation, hope, and comfort come from the love of the Son and Father, 
establishing a firm foundation for good words and and good works.  
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The Philippians’ “good work” was begun by and would be finished by God alone. Christians are 
vessels, “created in Christ Jesus”, filled with the Holy Ghost, ordained by God to walk in good 
works. There is no good work to be done by God’s children that can be done without God. 

 
Titus 3:4-7 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
The “good work” of God which Paul records as having been given to the Philippians, is the same 
“good work” of God which is given to all true Christians since the beginning of time: 
“regeneration” and “renewing”. This gift is not given sparingly. It is given “abundantly”. It is “all 
grace” abounding toward the Christian, with the result being the Christian abounding “to every 
good work”.  


