
Series: Unmasking the Cults 

Spotlighting the Jehovah Witnesses 

 

Founder  Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916) 

Date   Founded in 1879 in Pittsburgh, PA 

Location  Headquarters is currently in Brooklyn, NY but is moving to Warwick, NY 

Writings  Their Bible (New World Tranlsation – NWT)  
You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth 
Reasoning from the Scriptures   
Watchtower Magazine 
Awake! Magazine 

 
Key Text  Isaiah 43:10–11  

10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, And my servant whom I have chosen: That ye may 
know and believe me, And understand that I am he: Before me there was no God formed, 
Neither shall there be after me.  
11 I, even I, am the LORD; And beside me there is no saviour.  

 
Beliefs   -      Only the Jehovah Witnesses are God’s witnesses. 

- 144,000 of the JW’s will be saved and go to Heaven. 
- The rest of the JW’s will live forever here on earth. 
- A person must be baptized to be saved 
- God is one person – Jehovah.  They deny the doctrine of the Trinity 
- Jesus was an angel and became a god. 
- Christ return to earth took place invisibly in 1914. 
- Christ only resurrected spiritually not physically 
- The Holy Spirit is an impersonal force sent from Jehovah. 
- No one can be saved apart from the JW Organization 
- The wicked will be destroyed by annihilation, no eternal punishment. 
- The Bible is inspired of God but it is a closed book except to Jehovah’s remnant who are 

taught by the JW organization.  

 
Symbol   A Watchtower speaking of the JW’s announcing God’s kingdom 

Names Russellites; Bible Students;   

Buzz Words 144,000  

 Kingdom Hall 

“Father” and “Mother” 

Publishers 

   Disfellowship 

 



Series: Unmasking the Cults 

Spotlighting the Jehovah Witnesses 

 

False Prophecies 

 JW leaders prophesied that the millennium would began in October 1872. “We are already living in the seventh 
millennium — since October 1872” (The Time Is At Hand, 1889; 1915 ed., p. 363; also Thy Kingdom Come, Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society, 1905, p. 127).     

 They prophesied that the battle of Armageddon ended in 1914 and God’s kingdom began. “ . . . the battle of the 

great day of the Almighty’ (Revelation 16:14), which will end in A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of earth’s 

present rulership, is already commenced” (The Time Is at Hand, 1908 edition, p. 101). 41 “In view of this strong Bible 

evidence concerning the Times of the Gentiles, we consider it an established truth that the final end of the kingdoms 

of this world, and the full establishment of the Kingdom of God, will be accomplished at the end of A. D. 1914” (The 

Time Is At Hand, 1889, 1908 ed., p. 99).  

 They prophesied that the kingdom of God would be established in 1915. “In view of this strong Bible evidence 

concerning the Times of the Gentiles, we consider it an established truth that the final end of the kingdoms of this 

world, and the full establishment of the Kingdom of God, will be accomplished near the end of A.D. 1915” (The Time 

Is At Hand, 1889, 1915 ed., p. 99; see also p. 242). 

 They prophesied that the millennium would begin in 1925. “Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will 

mark the return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, particularly those named by the Apostle in 

Hebrews 11, to the condition of human perfection” (Millions Now Living Will Never Die, p. 89). “The date 1925 is 

even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures than 1914” (The Watchtower, Sept. 1, 1922, p. 262). 

 They prophesied that the millennium would begin in 1975. “According to this trustworthy Bible chronology six 

thousand years from man’s creation will end in 1975, and the seventh period of a thousand years of human history 

will begin in the fall of 1975 C.E” (Life Everlasting in Freedom of the Sons of God, Watch Tower Bible and Tract 

Society, 1966, p. 29; the date is also listed in chart on page 35; see also, The Watchtower, Oct. 15, 1969, p. 623; The 

Approaching Peace of a Thousand Years, pp. 26-27; Kingdom Ministry, March 1968, p. 4).  

 They prophesied that Armageddon would begin before the end of the 20th century. “Shortly, within our twentieth 

century, the ‘battle in the day of Jehovah’ will begin against the modern antitype of Jerusalem, Christendom” (The 

Nations Shall Know That I Am Jehovah, 2nd ed. 1971, p. 216). 

Note:  The material on False prophecies was taken from David’s Cloud’s Book, entitled, The Jehovah Witnesses, pp. 41-

43. 

Deuteronomy 18:21–22  

21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken?  

22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which 

the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Witnessing to a Jehovah Witness 

When witnessing, never forget that you are the child of God; you must maintain authority in the situation and 

not allow the JW to take control and teach you (2 John 9–11). 

2 John 9–11  
9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  
10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him 
God speed:  
11 for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.  
 
Understand that JW’s are at all different levels of understanding JW doctrine.   

One of the most effective ways to demonstrate the Watchtower Society’s false prophecies is to present 

unsettling photocopies from its own publications. 

The Watchtower, June 15, 1964, page 365, clearly states that Jehovah's Witnesses are prophesying: 

“As Jehovah revealed his truths by means of the first-century Christian congregation so he does today by means 
of the present-day Christian congregation. Through this agency he is having carried out prophesying on an 
intensified and unparalleled scale. All this activity is not an accident. Jehovah is the one behind all of it. The 
abundance of spiritual food and the amazing details of Jehovah's purposes that have been revealed to Jehovah's 
anointed witnesses are clear evidence that they are the ones mentioned by Jesus when he foretold a "faithful 
and discreet slave" class that would be used to dispense God's progressive revelations in these last days.” 

The Watchtower of April 1, 1972, pages 197, 200, said: 

“So, does Jehovah have a prophet to help them, to warn them of dangers and to declare things to come? These 
questions can be answered in the affirmative. Who is this prophet?.... This "prophet" was not one man, but was 
a body of men and women.  It was the small group of footstep followers of Jesus Christ, known at that time as 
International Bible Students. Today they are known as Jehovah's Christian witnesses.... Of course, it is easy to 
say that this group acts as a "prophet" of God. It is another thing to prove it. The only way that this can be done 
is to review the record. What does it show?.... 

Jehovah's witnesses today make their declaration of the good news of the Kingdom under angelic direction and 
support.... And since no word or work of Jehovah can fail, for he is God Almighty, the nations will see the 
fulfillment of what these witnesses say as directed from heaven.” 

Yes, the time must come shortly that the nations will have to know that really a "prophet" of Jehovah was among 
them. Actually now more than a million and a half persons are helping that collective or composite "prophet" 
in his preaching work and well over that number of others are studying the Bible with the "prophet" group and 
its companions.... Jehovah is interested not only in the vindication of his own name but also in vindicating his 
"prophet." 

 

 

 



Good questions to ask 

Re: the issue of authority 
 
How do you believe in a religion and writings that has false prophecies throughout their history? 
(This is key as a JW usually can’t accept what the Bible really says until they begin doubting the authority and veracity of the Watchtower) 

 

Deuteronomy 18:21-22; 2 Peter 2:1-2 

 

If the Scriptures and the Watchtower conflict, which would you take as authoritative?  

It is important for a JW to see that the Bible is inspired by God but the Watchtower Bible and Tract Soceity is not 
inspired by God nor does it claim to be.   
 
Regarding the Issue of Deity 

Who do you believe Jesus Christ is?  (John 1:1-14; Hebrews 1:1-12; Isaiah 48:12-16) 

Is Jesus Jehovah?  (Hebrews 1:1-12 - quotes from Psalm 102:1-27; Luke 2:25-32; Isaiah 60:19) 

Do you believe his resurrection was a physical, literal, bodily resurrection? (Acts 1:8-11, 1 Cor. 15:1-6) 

Do you believe that salvation is only through Jesus Christ?  (Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:11-12; John 14:6) 

Do you believe in the Bible doctrine of the Trinity? 

We are not asserting that there are three persons that are one person, nor that there are three beings that are 

one being. We are differentiating between the terms being and person. – Gen. 1:27; Matthew 28:19-20; 1 John 5:7;  

Since Jehovah’s Witnesses believe the Trinity is a false doctrine derived from Greek philosophy, they often are willing to 

open the Bible, confident that you won’t be able to support your position. I say, “You and I both agree that the only true 

God is Jehovah. I believe the term ‘Jehovah’ refers to the very divine being, the eternal God, who created all things. You 

would agree with me that the Father is Jehovah, would you not? Where we disagree is this: I believe the Bible says that 

Jesus Christ is Jehovah, and the Spirit is also Jehovah. Each of the three personsshares the one divine name, Jehovah. 

May I show you one of the places where the Bible teaches us that Jesus is Jehovah?” 

Regarding their doctrine of atonement, their translation, their belief regarding eternal punishment, and baptism 

Could you explain to me the doctrine of blood atonement? 

Do you know the history of the translation of the NWT (New World Translation)? 

Do you believe in what the Bible teaches as eternal punishment in the lake of fire for those who reject Christ? 

What do you believe as far as baptism? 

A JW’s Perspective 

In the JW's mind he himself is a worshiper of the true God of the Bible, while you are a lost soul who has been misled by 

the devil into worshiping a pagan three-headed deity. 

Remember that JWs are carefully conditioned to believe that the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is God’s sole 
channel of truth and that it alone can correctly interpret Scripture.  
 
For a JW, it is very difficult to leave the Watchtower for two reasons: guilt and fear. 

 

 


