
The Rock that Accompanied Them (Numbers 18-20:13) 
Introduction:  What have we learned? 
Not much, it seems.  “Those who will not learn from history are doomed to repeat it” (George Santayana). 
 
Why should Moses (and Aaron) be forbidden to enter the Promised Land?  After all that Moses had so faithfully done? 
 
 
1. To whom much is given, from him much will be required (Num 18:3, 7, 31-32) 
Theirs was dangerous work because it brought them so close to the sacred spaces that they ran the risk of violating God’s holiness. It 
was a greater temptation for them than it would be for an ordinary Israelite who never got that close to the sacred spaces. It was in 
other words a danger they risked on behalf of the rest of the people. Someone had to be near to God so that his presence could be 
mediated to the people; but that presence was dangerous for its holiness (Duguid, p. 224). 
 
 
2. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin (Num 19:3ff) 
“Is there any news today?” the friend asked “Rabbi” Duncan. “Oh, yes,” he replied, “this is always news, the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin.” 
 
This is the hope that we have, the saving grace of God.  1Cor 10:4, “And the rock was Christ.” 
 
3. Moses and Aaron grumble and rebel against the Lord (20:1-13) 
This is a replay of Exod 17:1-7, with an important difference. 
 
"They angered Him also at the waters of strife, So that it went ill with Moses on account of them  Because they rebelled against His 
Spirit, So that he spoke rashly with his lips." (Psa 106:32-33). 
 
His act produced water but did not produce it in such a way that gave glory to God or exemplified the wisdom of trusting in the Lord 
for the provision of what we need. (Beck, p. 140-141) 
 
 
NT Application:  The Obedience of Faith 
True obedience always has in it the principle of faith.  And every act of obedience is first of all an act of faith. 
 

• "So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief." (Heb 3:19). 
 
• "It remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience" (Heb 4:6) 

 


