
The Priority of Prayer 
Matthew 6:9-10 

 
These weeks we are learning about the intent and practice of prayer as Jesus taught it to His disciples.  
We are studying the passage of scripture commonly known as the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
We are learning how to use what Jesus taught us, not as a prayer to say, repeat, or merely recite, but 
rather how to use it to guide our praying.  We do this so that we may pray powerfully and effectively.    
 
Last week we focused solely on the Father-child relationship of prayer.  Jesus wants prayer to arise 
from our understanding God as our Father and we as His children.  When we pray we are not 
approaching someone we do not know or someone we do not love.  We are not approaching and 
conversing with someone distant or unfamiliar with our life.  We are approaching our heavenly dad.   
 
We do not approach Him as an only child, as though the world revolves around us, but as a part of a 
sisterhood and brotherhood of adopted children who share a benevolent loving Father.  And we are to 
be mindful that God, though personal and intimate in every way, exceeds our earthly fathers.   
 
Today I want to show you how Jesus’ instruction brings Priority to our Prayer.  Let’s look at it together.   
 
Matthew 6:9-13 
9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  
10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  
11 'Give us this day our daily bread.  
12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
After the address “our Father who is in heaven” there are two sets of three petitions.  But each set is 
very different in terms of priority and who the beneficiary is. 
 
Set 1 – v.9-10 “Hallowed be Your name. 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven.”  
 
Set 2 – v.11-13  'Give us this day our daily bread. 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
It seems Jesus wants us to align our hearts and minds with the character of God, the kingdom of God, 
and the will of God before we start bringing to Him our needs.  Vs. 9-10 straighten out a lot and 
position us submissively before God.  So that we are surrendered and seeking His will before we bring 
Him our will. 
 
And that is what I mean by the Priority of Prayer.  God’s will first, and my needs second.  Prayer is not 
attempting to move God to do my will.  Prayer is seeking for man to bend towards God.  This is where 
prayer goes amiss more than anywhere else -- when we forget that man exists for God, not God for 
man.   



 
Much of religion in the world is man creating a god to serve his needs and wants.  But Christianity is 
not that.  Christianity begins with God creating man for His pleasure and His glory.  In the beginning - 
God.   
 
We see the priority of the world beginning in Genesis 1 and 2 with all that is created coming from God.  
And the bible culminates in the redemption of man back to our rightful existence before God as holy, 
sanctified, glorified beings who render to God the glory and honor which is due Him.  And Jesus wants 
you and I to know that prayer is all about that.  Prayer is all about you, and me, and the nations being 
redeemed back to and for His glory.   
 
So let’s take a bit of time and drill into each of these first three petitions that we may understand 
better The Priority of Prayer. 
 
Petition #1: Pray for God’s name to be revered by men. 
 
A more natural way for the English mind to word this is Matthew 6:9-10 “May your name be Hallowed 
…on earth as it is in heaven.”   
 
In the bible the name of God represents the character and identity of God.  His names are purely for 
our benefit of understanding His nature and character. 
 
El-Shaddai = Almighty God 
Yahweh= Lord Over All and of All – speaks of His sovereignty and control 
Jesus=Savior 
Jehovah Tsidkenu = Lord of Righteousness 
Jehovah Shalom= the Lord our Peace 
Jehovah Jireh = the Lord our Provider 
 
The bible uses the names of God to reveal the character of God. 
 
So we are praying for the character of God and the nature of God to be hallowed in the earth as it is in 
heaven.  But what does it mean for something to be hallowed? 
 
Hallowed means to be set apart, sanctified or revered. 
 
What we are praying for is that in this dark sin that human beings would revere and regard the 
character of God.  That we would see Him for what He is and treat Him or regard Him in our hearts and 
minds in accordance with who He really is.   
 
So in praying that the name of God would be hallowed in the earth, we are first praying for the 
spreading of accurate knowledge of God.  Some think of God as a distant deity that has created, but 
left this world untended and uninvolved, leaving us to make of it what we will. 
 
This is not the God that is revealed in the bible, and to regard Him as such is not to hallow His name. 
 



Application: So, to put this into practice using the instruction as a guide to my prayers, this is telling me 
something that I ought to pray for in the lives of people I know and among entities that I am concerned 
with.  So I may pray for my children to grow in the knowledge of God that they might grow in 
reverence of God.  I might pray for them to hunger for the knowledge of God and arrive at accurate 
beliefs about God.   
 
For if they come to see Him as He has revealed Himself, they may humble themselves before Him and 
correct their behavior and character to be pleasing to Him.   
 
I may pray these same things for the children of our church, for my nieces and nephews, for the 
children of our school district, for the administration of our school district.  May Your name, Oh God, 
be Hallowed here in Reedsburg the same way it is in heaven.   
 
Petition #2: Pray for God’s kingdom to advance and spread among men. 
 
Matthew 6:10 “…May your kingdom come…on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
Let’s remember that the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew is an example itself of the kingdom coming.   
 
Jesus had been introduced as the rightful king as the Son of David in Matthew 1.  In Matthew 2 Jesus 
was crowned and coronated as king by the magi.  He was seen as a threat to the kingdom of Herod, 
which is why Herod tried to kill Jesus.  He and His kingdom had received heavenly attestation by the 
Father at His Baptism in Matthew 3, and He began preaching the Good News of the kingdom in 
Chapter 4. 
 
Chapter 5-7 is the teaching of disciples living as citizens of His kingdom, which had come to earth but 
would have to be spread across the globe. 
 
The kingdom of Jesus was to be global and enfold people of every nation, tribe, and tongue. 
 
So, to pray for the Father’s kingdom to come is to pray for the continuation of the work of Jesus the 
King throughout the world and among men who have not yet bowed their knee to Him. 
 
The word “kingdom” carries the idea of domain, rule, or dominion.  We are to pray for the dominion of 
God to spread and for the rule of Jesus and the ways of Jesus, such as He is teaching in the Sermon on 
the Mount to become a reality among men. 
 
For example, the kingdom of Christ is one of righteousness, love, and joy at peace with God.  We are 
praying for the righteous, peaceful, joyful rule of Jesus in the lives of people.   
 
I might pray that God would rule in my heart and the values of His kingdom permeate my life and my 
home.  That I would conduct myself as a citizen of His kingdom and serve the expansion of His kingdom 
in our community.  I would pray these same things for my children and co-workers that I am burdened 
to see surrender to the Lordship of Jesus.   
 
This is to pray for the kingdom of God to come on earth as it is in heaven.  The third petition -- 



Petition #3: Pray for God’s will to be carried out by man. 
 
Finally, this third petition would have us praying for man’s obedience to God.  This, of course, starts 
with praying for His will to be done in our lives.  That God’s will would be known and obeyed by us and 
others.     
 
If we are praying for another nation of the world, this instruction would guide us to pray, say for 
Pakistan, that Christians there would grow in the knowledge of God’s will and obey it.   
 
Each of these three petitions are wholly God-centered and for God.  They are praying for earth and 
mankind to conform to God’s character, mission, and will -- not the other way around. 
 
Using Jesus’ teaching would lead us in all our praying to a place of confidence because we would know 
we are praying in accord with God’s will.  We would never be at a lack of something to pray for, even if 
we should never get around to the personal requests of vs 11-13. 
 
So pray then in this way, or after this manner… 
'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth 
as it is in heaven.  
 


