
35:1 

Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up in elevation (although “down” on a map) to 
a
Bethel 

where chapter 28’s “ladder” episode took place. and dwell there; and make an altar there to 

God, 
b
who appeared to you 

c
when you fled from the face of Esau your brother.” 

 

2 
And Jacob said to his 

d
household and to all who were with him, The women from 

Shechem?  “Put away 
e
the foreign gods that are among you, 

f
purify yourselves, and change 

your garments. 
3 

Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to 

God, in addition to the one built in chapter 28 more than 30 years before.
1
  

g
who answered me 

in the day of my distress trouble with Esau and Laban and the men of Shechem, etc… 
h
and has 

been with me in the way which I have gone.” 
4 
So they gave Jacob all the foreign 

1
gods 

which were in their hands, which his favorite wife stole from her father (see chapter 31) or 

those they had gotten from Shechem (chapter 34). and the 
i
earrings which were in their ears; 

and Jacob hid them under 
j
the terebinth tree which was by Shechem. 

5 
And they journeyed, and 

k
the terror of God was upon the cities that were all around 

them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 
6 
So Jacob came to 

l
Luz (that is, Bethel), 

The first of several geographical clarifications from the writer’s perspective [in this chapter, 

verses 19 and 27 also)]. which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with 

him. 
7 

And he 
m

built an altar there perhaps 30 years before he had already built an altar. 
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