
The Silence of God
Job: View From The Ashes
By Dr. Jeff Meyers

Bible Text: Job 9:1-35
Preached On: Sunday, May 29, 2022

Crossroads Ministries
301 S. 8th Street
Opelika, Alabama 36801 

Website: www.fbcopelika.com 
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/jeffmeyers

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Job, the book 
right before the book of Psalms, chapter 9. And as you're turning to Job 9, that may seem 
like a strange passage in light of the fact that in just a few moments we as a community 
of believers in Jesus Christ will be celebrating one of the ordinances that we know as the 
Lord's Supper. In fact, just a reminder to those of you that might have missed the 
announcement earlier or maybe missed when you came in, that we are participating in the
Lord's Supper today. Those of you on campus, there are elements that are available at all 
the entrances to our worship center. You may have missed it, you may be wondering, "I 
don't want to interrupt, I don't want to bother," I've been doing this 30 years and I've seen 
everything that could ever happen in a pew of a church and you getting up and getting the
Lord's Supper element isn't going to bother me at all. So I just wanted you to know that 
that is completely absolutely available as we prepare our hearts for that most important 
and serious of remembrances.

Today, we come to Job 9, not reactionary but purposefully. For those of you that are 
guests or visitors, we've been walking through the book of Job, this book of the Bible that
oftentimes in our own life as far as its content is neglected, its personality is well-known 
and respected. This man who endured such great suffering, the loss of his 10 children, the
loss of his fortune, his fame, his reputation, a marriage that was in great strife, and those 
that supposedly were there to comfort him bring words that often do just the opposite. 
The majority of what we know as the book of Job is actually a dialog between these three
supposed friends and Job. All of them basically have the same point: somehow, someway
they believe that Job has erred in his life, he's getting what he rightfully deserves, they're 
just going at it three different ways. Job continues to maintain his defense and as we're 
going to see in a moment, he doesn't claim to be perfect and without sin but he knows 
there's nothing that's happened in his life that's caused the suffering that they're referring 
to.

Chapter 9, beginning in verse 32 of the book of Job, we're going to deal with a subject 
matter that is more relevant than we may want to admit. How do we handle when God is 
silent? How do we continue when our prayers appear to hit the ceiling? We cry out for a 
move of God, something in our life that resembles him and it's as if we get nothing in 
return. Job had been crying out for several chapters now and there's no response. By the 
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way, when we get to chapter 38, God is going to respond very overtly and very clearly, 
but at this point there is nothing, no audible words, no tangible actions, just silence. It's a 
more relevant situation than we want to admit and as the "proverbial boat and ship of our 
life is torn and battered," we just plead for something.

So what did Job do? Beginning in verse 32, Job reminds us that when God is silent, it 
doesn't mean that he doesn't care, it doesn't mean that he is not relevant, it doesn't mean 
he's not an active part of our life, but what he reminds us is that at times like this when 
the unexplainable happens, the incomprehensible happens, we need to simply remember, 
we need to remember who he is, we need to remember how he has acted in days past, and
what he has promised in days ahead. Beginning in verse 32 of chapter 9 Job makes this 
incredible statement of remembrance,

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should 
come together in judgment. 33 Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, 
that might lay his hand upon us both. 34 Let him take his rod away from 
me, and let not his fear terrify me: 35 Then would I speak, and not fear 
him; but it is not so with me. 

That last statement he basically says, "No matter what I say or do, God is silent." But in 
spite of that what does he state? Verse 32, "God is not like me. He's not a man as I am." 
And in verse 33 he says, "And there's not a daysman betwixt us." I want to kind of peel 
the layers away there in this passage to understand that what Job is doing, he's helping us 
out in days such as today where we cannot explain so much that is happening around us 
and yet we gather around the Table to remember him.

The first thing Job reminds us to do is to look up. Look in verse 32 where he says, "God, 
is he a man as I am?" Basically what Job is saying is oftentimes we just need to get a 
perspective on the matter. It's easy in our lives to get "caught up in the weeds," to miss 
the proverbial forest for the trees, whatever analogy that you want to utilize. What's the 
perspective? I want you to walk back into verse 9. I want you to see what Job says about 
God. He says he "makes Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south." 
What did Job do? He just called out constellations. He just called out the stars and, by the
way, when you go back into Genesis 1, it's amazing, he talks about the greater light for 
the day, the lesser light for the night, and I love this statement, "and he created the stars 
also," almost as if it's an afterthought that Pleiades and Orion and these incredible 
celestial beings came into existence. You know, the book of Isaiah says that the heavens 
are God's throne and the earth is his footstool. If that doesn't give us perspective, I don't 
know what will. 

But oftentimes we live the majority of our life seeing things from the wrong perspective. 
Some years ago, my wife Tracy and I took one of those, what we called, BC trips, before 
children trips. We knew that the day was coming where children would be a part of our 
future and we couldn't just go as we so chose, and so we gathered up some other like-
minded friends of ours and we visited what we know as New York City in March of 
2001, six months before that great tragedy, nobody could have imagined, nobody could 
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have ever thought those horrific scenes that we not only saw that famous day but 
continue to haunt us today. It just so happens on a very brief trip to that great city, we 
found ourselves one day at what we know as the South Tower of those famous Twin 
Towers. You may or may not know but prior to what we know as 9/11, the South Tower 
had an observation deck. I don't mean an observation deck where you're behind the glass, 
I mean you are on top of the building in the open air. Unbelievable perspective, to see out
at Central Park and it looked like a postage stamp; to be able to look out in the distance 
and fortunately that day it was such where you could see untold mileage in 360 degree 
direction. It was incredible the perspective. I'd never had that perspective before. I've 
been in some tall buildings and I've had some experiences but never anything like that in 
the open air, but you know what the most incredible perspective was? Looking down. 
From the South Tower of New York City, it doesn't matter how tall you were, how short 
you are, how wide or how skinny, everybody looks the same from that perspective. 

Now think about that from God's perspective. You see, if we "flip" that proverbial script, 
then we finally understand Isaiah 55 when he says, "You know what, God's ways are not 
our ways. His thoughts are not our thoughts. His means are not our means." When we see
where he sits, the perspective that he has, it changes things and we realize there is so 
much that God knows that we are not privy to. How many times have we asked the 
question why? Well, one of the reasons we ask the question why is because we are not 
God and he is.

You know, it's not just the perspective but it's also the power of God when we look up. 
You know, there are some fancy words we use in theology to describe the character or 
the nature of God and we say that he's omniscient and it means he's all-knowing, knows 
everything. He's omnipresent which means he's everywhere. And there's this other word, 
omnipotent which means he's all-powerful. Can I give you some insight on the power of 
God? It took place in John 11. Jesus was in a little town by the name of Bethany. There 
were two sisters by the name of Mary and Martha who were grieving at the fact that their 
brother had recently passed away, in fact, they said, "If you had been here, he would not 
have died." Jesus saw their grieving and obviously we know this famous miracle, it's the 
raising of Lazarus from the dead and can I demonstrate to you the power of God today 
when we look up at who he is in his vastness, when Jesus Christ went to his tomb, he had 
to specify, "Lazarus, come forth!" What if Jesus had just casually said, "Come forth"? 
Then as we say in the South, er'body would have come out. But he had to specify only 
Lazarus.

So when we "look up" as Job did, Job said, "God is not a man as I am, and he is higher 
than I can imagine, he is more vast, he is more powerful, he knows more, there's no 
comparison." So then what does Job do? He looks out. Look at verse 33, he says, 
"Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both." What is 
Job desiring? He's basically communicating that he recognizes the holiness of God, the 
vastness of God, the power of God, the knowledge of God. All he desires is for 
somebody to be a mediator, somebody to be an arbitrator, somebody who can put his 
hand "on God" and his hand on Job and reconcile, redeem and mend that which appears 
and is broken.
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It's an interesting perspective, all he wants is somebody who can fix the problem, and 
here's the struggle there: Job knew a lot of powerful people. I mean, in fact, in chapter 1 it
says he was the greatest in the east. We talked about last week, most likely a 
contemporary of Isaac and Jacob, probably would have run in the same circle as Isaac. It 
is even possible that he would have met Abraham, anybody, the Who's Who of the 
ancient Middle East he would have had on speed dial in today's context. And what does 
he say? There's nobody out there who qualifies. Now think about that for a moment 
because you and I have this tendency to fall into some type of comparison theology. We 
do it all the time. Let me illustrate. We typically do it as teenagers but then we do it to our
supervisors as adults. As a teenager when your parents call you on the carpet for 
something, what do you say? "Well, at least I'm not doing such-and-such like somebody 
does. At least I'm not as bad as that. You ought to be grateful I live in your house. You 
could have them." We've all been there but as adults when our deficiencies are revealed 
and evaluations and such, what do we do? "Well, at least I'm not So-and-so. And yeah, I 
know I was deficient there but at least I didn't do this." We tend to compare but here's 
what Job is communicating that's so important, that it doesn't matter who you deem as the
wisest, most intelligent, most able, whomever it may be, who you would consider, who is
the one person who can solve the problems of life, it doesn't matter who that person is, 
here's what Job says, "They're not qualified. I looked for one and there's not one."

Think about the people he would have had contact with. Think about the connections that
he had and possessed and even in his current state of affairs he could have at least called 
on Eliphaz or Bildad or Zophar and said, "Hey, go and get So-and-so and let's let them 
arbitrate and mediate the situation." He goes, "I looked for one and they're not there," 
because unlike God humanity's power is waning and I think this is where we struggle 
because the greatest believer in mankind is mankind himself, and when you look at the 
accomplishments of life, we've done some pretty amazing things throughout the years. 
Can I just share with you two of the greatest things that humanity has ever come up with?
Indoor plumbing and air conditioning. Love it. Y'all can go to the moon, I just want some
air. I mean, think about it, the technology that we have access to, we have equipment that 
from thousands of miles in the air can read the writing on a postage stamp on the ground. 
We have the ability to do billions of calculations in just fractions of seconds to solve 
problems. There are some of you here today that medically speaking would not have been
here 200 years ago thanks to the advancements of medicine and humanity. In fact, most 
of us would be not. In fact, you go back about 150 years in our culture and the average 
age of death for the American man was right at about 47 or 48. As they say, we've come a
long ways, have we not? But think about it, who has the ability to go to an empty grave 
and say, "Lazarus, come forth"? We've got medical breakthroughs, technological 
advances, engineering marvels but we can't hold a proverbial candle to what God does.

He looked up. He looked out. And then in verse 34 and 35, he looked in. He said, "Let 
him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me: Then would I speak, and 
not fear him; but it is not so with me." Job's got a pretty good perspective on himself. He 
says, "I have experienced rightfully so the rod of God." Now Job is not confessing that 
his children are dead and his fortune is gone because somehow in the last 2-3 years he 
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has fallen into grave, horrific, addictive sin. What Job is doing is what all of humanity at 
some point has to admit, that when we look deep down inside of our lives, there are none 
of us without sin. Every one of us at some level and some point deserves the rod of God. 
We deserve the correction. We deserve the error of our ways being exposed. Sometimes 
the Lord does it like in David's life where he brings a Nathan in our lives and he makes it 
very clear. Other times, as Isaiah spoke, it is that still soft voice that leads us unto 
repentance.

Job also recognized his lack of power as well. He said, "If I could speak to him face-to-
face, I would but I can't." You know, it's interesting on the ash heap of life the whole 
world contrary and against him, God has been silent. So what does Job do? He 
remembers. He remembers there's a God and he is not him. He remembers there's nobody
among the human race who can somehow solve or fix this problem. And he remembers 
that even though maybe he didn't do something to deserve his current condition, he is not 
without his own thoughts, errors and sins against an almighty, all-powerful, all-knowing, 
everywhere God. When the voice of silence spoke, Job remembered.

Today, you and I are going through collective as well as individual ash heaps of life, and 
I think today it would serve us well to remember. You see, we have the fortune of being 
2,000 years on the other side of an empty tomb and we don't know how much Job was 
privy to, all the plans and all the things that God was doing, but when you look back at 
his words through the lens of the empty tomb, what do we see? When we look up, we 
realize that God was not willing to leave us in our sin, he was willing to come and to 
resolve it himself. That's why in John 3 in talking to Nicodemus, Jesus makes the famous 
statement, he says, "What is it that he ascends if he did not descend first?" We look up 
and realize that in our despair, he was willing to come and dwell among us.

Then we look out. We look at the life of Jesus Christ as presented in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John and what do we see? Every known form of temptation, he resisted. Every 
opportunity to choose Plan B, he said no, so much so that as we look out on Mount 
Calvary, he was willing to pay the price, the punishment, the pain of our sin. He took it 
upon himself and then three days later rose from the grave so, again, we could be 
redeemed, we could be restored, we could be reconciled, we could experience that which 
Job desired to have.

You see, one of the beautiful things about this passage is Job wanted more than anything 
what every one of you has access to right now. There has and there is a mediator. 
According to 1 Timothy 2:5 it says there's one mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus. So maybe today, we just need to simply look in. Instead of blaming and 
pointing the finger at everybody else that is around us, every problem that is out there, 
maybe we need to turn the proverbial finger on ourselves and look in and say, "You know
what? Where have I erred? Where have I transgressed? Where have I sinned? Where 
have I fallen short? Have I even called on the name of the Lord to save me, or am I still 
trying to manage this mess on my own?"
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In just a moment, I'm going to pray and we're going to be challenged in song that the only
one who is capable and able to make us clean is the Lord Jesus Christ. Allow this song to 
prepare our hearts to remember what Jesus Christ was willing to do for each and every 
one of us.

Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, as we prepare our hearts this morning, Lord, forgive us for justifying 
and rationalizing our ills and our errors. Lord, today may we cherish the fact that more 
than anything you just want us to be cleaned through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. O 
God, today prepare our hearts to remember what you were willing to do in our stead. In 
Jesus' name we pray. 
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