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I.	
  Paul’s	
  Plea	
  (v12a)	
  
	
  
Philippians	
  3:3–7	
  For	
  we	
  are	
  the	
  circumcision,	
  
who	
  worship	
  by	
  the	
  Spirit	
  of	
  God	
  and	
  glory	
  in	
  
Christ	
  Jesus	
  and	
  put	
  no	
  confidence	
  in	
  the	
  flesh—	
  
4	
  though	
  I	
  myself	
  have	
  reason	
  for	
  confidence	
  in	
  
the	
  flesh	
  also.	
  If	
  anyone	
  else	
  thinks	
  he	
  has	
  reason	
  
for	
  confidence	
  in	
  the	
  flesh,	
  I	
  have	
  more:	
  5	
  
circumcised	
  on	
  the	
  eighth	
  day,	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  
Israel,	
  of	
  the	
  tribe	
  of	
  Benjamin,	
  a	
  Hebrew	
  of	
  
Hebrews;	
  as	
  to	
  the	
  law,	
  a	
  Pharisee;	
  6	
  as	
  to	
  zeal,	
  a	
  
persecutor	
  of	
  the	
  church;	
  as	
  to	
  righteousness	
  
under	
  the	
  law,	
  blameless.	
  7	
  But	
  whatever	
  gain	
  I	
  
had,	
  I	
  counted	
  as	
  loss	
  for	
  the	
  sake	
  of	
  Christ.	
  
1	
  Corinthians	
  15:10	
  But	
  by	
  the	
  grace	
  of	
  God	
  I	
  am	
  
what	
  I	
  am,	
  and	
  his	
  grace	
  toward	
  me	
  was	
  not	
  in	
  
vain.	
  On	
  the	
  contrary,	
  I	
  worked	
  harder	
  than	
  any	
  
of	
  them,	
  though	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  I,	
  but	
  the	
  grace	
  of	
  God	
  
that	
  is	
  with	
  me.	
  
Acts	
  26:27–29	
  King	
  Agrippa,	
  do	
  you	
  believe	
  the	
  
prophets?	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  believe.”	
  28	
  And	
  
Agrippa	
  said	
  to	
  Paul,	
  “In	
  a	
  short	
  time	
  would	
  you	
  
persuade	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  Christian?”	
  29	
  And	
  Paul	
  
said,	
  “Whether	
  short	
  or	
  long,	
  I	
  would	
  to	
  God	
  that	
  
not	
  only	
  you	
  but	
  also	
  all	
  who	
  hear	
  me	
  this	
  day	
  
might	
  become	
  such	
  as	
  I	
  am—except	
  for	
  these	
  
chains.”	
  
	
  
II.	
  Paul’s	
  Fond	
  Memories	
  (v12b-­‐16)	
  
A.	
  Paul’s	
  illness.	
  
	
  
John	
  9:1	
  &	
  2	
  As	
  he	
  passed	
  by,	
  he	
  saw	
  a	
  man	
  blind	
  
from	
  birth.	
  2	
  And	
  his	
  disciples	
  asked	
  him,	
  “Rabbi,	
  
who	
  sinned,	
  this	
  man	
  or	
  his	
  parents,	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  
born	
  blind?”	
  
Job	
  8:1–7	
  Then	
  Bildad	
  the	
  Shuhite	
  answered	
  and	
  
said:	
  2	
  “How	
  long	
  will	
  you	
  say	
  these	
  things,	
  and	
  
the	
  words	
  of	
  your	
  mouth	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  wind?	
  3	
  Does	
  
God	
  pervert	
  justice?	
  Or	
  does	
  the	
  Almighty	
  
pervert	
  the	
  right?	
  4	
  If	
  your	
  children	
  have	
  sinned	
  

against	
  him,	
  he	
  has	
  delivered	
  them	
  into	
  the	
  hand	
  
of	
  their	
  transgression.	
  5	
  If	
  you	
  will	
  seek	
  God	
  and	
  
plead	
  with	
  the	
  Almighty	
  for	
  mercy,	
  6	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  
pure	
  and	
  upright,	
  surely	
  then	
  he	
  will	
  rouse	
  
himself	
  for	
  you	
  and	
  restore	
  your	
  rightful	
  
habitation.	
  7	
  And	
  though	
  your	
  beginning	
  was	
  
small,	
  your	
  latter	
  days	
  will	
  be	
  very	
  great.	
  
Acts	
  28:3–6	
  When	
  Paul	
  had	
  gathered	
  a	
  bundle	
  of	
  
sticks	
  and	
  put	
  them	
  on	
  the	
  fire,	
  a	
  viper	
  came	
  out	
  
because	
  of	
  the	
  heat	
  and	
  fastened	
  on	
  his	
  hand.	
  4	
  
When	
  the	
  native	
  people	
  saw	
  the	
  creature	
  
hanging	
  from	
  his	
  hand,	
  they	
  said	
  to	
  one	
  another,	
  
“No	
  doubt	
  this	
  man	
  is	
  a	
  murderer.	
  Though	
  he	
  has	
  
escaped	
  from	
  the	
  sea,	
  Justice	
  has	
  not	
  allowed	
  
him	
  to	
  live.”	
  5	
  He,	
  however,	
  shook	
  off	
  the	
  
creature	
  into	
  the	
  fire	
  and	
  suffered	
  no	
  harm.	
  6	
  
They	
  were	
  waiting	
  for	
  him	
  to	
  swell	
  up	
  or	
  
suddenly	
  fall	
  down	
  dead.	
  But	
  when	
  they	
  had	
  
waited	
  a	
  long	
  time	
  and	
  saw	
  no	
  misfortune	
  come	
  
to	
  him,	
  they	
  changed	
  their	
  minds	
  and	
  said	
  that	
  
he	
  was	
  a	
  god.	
  
	
  
B.	
  Galatian	
  love.	
  
	
  
Acts	
  13:48	
  &	
  49	
  And	
  when	
  the	
  Gentiles	
  heard	
  
this,	
  they	
  began	
  rejoicing	
  and	
  glorifying	
  the	
  word	
  
of	
  the	
  Lord,	
  and	
  as	
  many	
  as	
  were	
  appointed	
  to	
  
eternal	
  life	
  believed.	
  49	
  And	
  the	
  word	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  
was	
  spreading	
  throughout	
  the	
  whole	
  region.	
  
Acts	
  14:19–22	
  But	
  Jews	
  came	
  from	
  Antioch	
  and	
  
Iconium,	
  and	
  having	
  persuaded	
  the	
  crowds,	
  they	
  
stoned	
  Paul	
  and	
  dragged	
  him	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  city,	
  
supposing	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  dead.	
  20	
  But	
  when	
  the	
  
disciples	
  gathered	
  about	
  him,	
  he	
  rose	
  up	
  and	
  
entered	
  the	
  city,	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  day	
  he	
  went	
  on	
  
with	
  Barnabas	
  to	
  Derbe.	
  21	
  When	
  they	
  had	
  
preached	
  the	
  gospel	
  to	
  that	
  city	
  and	
  had	
  made	
  
many	
  disciples,	
  they	
  returned	
  to	
  Lystra	
  and	
  to	
  
Iconium	
  and	
  to	
  Antioch,	
  22	
  strengthening	
  the	
  
souls	
  of	
  the	
  disciples,	
  encouraging	
  them	
  to	
  



continue	
  in	
  the	
  faith,	
  and	
  saying	
  that	
  through	
  
many	
  tribulations	
  we	
  must	
  enter	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  
God.	
  
Galatians	
  6:11	
  See	
  with	
  what	
  large	
  letters	
  I	
  am	
  
writing	
  to	
  you	
  with	
  my	
  own	
  hand.	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  12:7	
  So	
  to	
  keep	
  me	
  from	
  becoming	
  
conceited	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  surpassing	
  greatness	
  of	
  
the	
  revelations,	
  a	
  thorn	
  was	
  given	
  me	
  in	
  the	
  
flesh,	
  a	
  messenger	
  of	
  Satan	
  to	
  harass	
  me,	
  to	
  keep	
  
me	
  from	
  becoming	
  conceited.	
  
	
  
C.	
  What	
  happened?	
  
	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  12:15	
  I	
  will	
  most	
  gladly	
  spend	
  and	
  
be	
  spent	
  for	
  your	
  souls.	
  If	
  I	
  love	
  you	
  more,	
  am	
  I	
  
to	
  be	
  loved	
  less?	
  
Isaiah	
  5:4	
  What	
  more	
  was	
  there	
  to	
  do	
  for	
  my	
  
vineyard,	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  not	
  done	
  in	
  it?	
  When	
  I	
  
looked	
  for	
  it	
  to	
  yield	
  grapes,	
  why	
  did	
  it	
  yield	
  wild	
  
grapes?	
  
Luke	
  13:34	
  O	
  Jerusalem,	
  Jerusalem,	
  the	
  city	
  that	
  
kills	
  the	
  prophets	
  and	
  stones	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  sent	
  
to	
  it!	
  How	
  often	
  would	
  I	
  have	
  gathered	
  your	
  
children	
  together	
  as	
  a	
  hen	
  gathers	
  her	
  brood	
  
under	
  her	
  wings,	
  and	
  you	
  were	
  not	
  willing!	
  
Hosea	
  11:1–4	
  When	
  Israel	
  was	
  a	
  child,	
  I	
  loved	
  
him,	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  Egypt	
  I	
  called	
  my	
  son.	
  2	
  The	
  more	
  
they	
  were	
  called,	
  the	
  more	
  they	
  went	
  away;	
  they	
  
kept	
  sacrificing	
  to	
  the	
  Baals	
  and	
  burning	
  
offerings	
  to	
  idols.	
  3	
  Yet	
  it	
  was	
  I	
  who	
  taught	
  
Ephraim	
  to	
  walk;	
  I	
  took	
  them	
  up	
  by	
  their	
  arms,	
  
but	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  know	
  that	
  I	
  healed	
  them.	
  4	
  I	
  led	
  
them	
  with	
  cords	
  of	
  kindness,	
  with	
  the	
  bands	
  of	
  
love,	
  and	
  I	
  became	
  to	
  them	
  as	
  one	
  who	
  eases	
  the	
  
yoke	
  on	
  their	
  jaws,	
  and	
  I	
  bent	
  down	
  to	
  them	
  and	
  
fed	
  them.	
  
Hosea	
  14:1	
  &	
  2	
  Return,	
  O	
  Israel,	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  your	
  
God,	
  for	
  you	
  have	
  stumbled	
  because	
  of	
  your	
  
iniquity.	
  2	
  Take	
  with	
  you	
  words	
  and	
  return	
  to	
  
the	
  Lord;	
  say	
  to	
  him,	
  “Take	
  away	
  all	
  iniquity;	
  
accept	
  what	
  is	
  good,	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  pay	
  with	
  bulls	
  
the	
  vows	
  of	
  our	
  lips.	
  
Luke	
  15:7	
  Just	
  so,	
  I	
  tell	
  you,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  
joy	
  in	
  heaven	
  over	
  one	
  sinner	
  who	
  repents	
  than	
  
over	
  ninety-­‐nine	
  righteous	
  persons	
  who	
  need	
  no	
  
repentance.	
  
	
  
III.	
  Paul’s	
  Warning	
  (v17	
  &	
  18)	
  
A.	
  The	
  courting.	
  
	
  

Hosea	
  11:4	
  I	
  led	
  them	
  with	
  cords	
  of	
  kindness,	
  
with	
  the	
  bands	
  of	
  love,	
  and	
  I	
  became	
  to	
  them	
  as	
  
one	
  who	
  eases	
  the	
  yoke	
  on	
  their	
  jaws,	
  and	
  I	
  bent	
  
down	
  to	
  them	
  and	
  fed	
  them.	
  
Hosea	
  2:14	
  &	
  15	
  “Therefore,	
  behold,	
  I	
  will	
  allure	
  
her,	
  and	
  bring	
  her	
  into	
  the	
  wilderness,	
  and	
  speak	
  
tenderly	
  to	
  her.	
  15	
  And	
  there	
  I	
  will	
  give	
  her	
  her	
  
vineyards	
  and	
  make	
  the	
  Valley	
  of	
  Achor	
  a	
  door	
  of	
  
hope.	
  And	
  there	
  she	
  shall	
  answer	
  as	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  
of	
  her	
  youth,	
  as	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  when	
  she	
  came	
  out	
  of	
  
the	
  land	
  of	
  Egypt.	
  
Proverbs	
  7:21–23	
  With	
  much	
  seductive	
  speech	
  
she	
  persuades	
  him;	
  with	
  her	
  smooth	
  talk	
  she	
  
compels	
  him.	
  22	
  All	
  at	
  once	
  he	
  follows	
  her,	
  as	
  an	
  
ox	
  goes	
  to	
  the	
  slaughter,	
  or	
  as	
  a	
  stag	
  is	
  caught	
  
fast	
  23	
  till	
  an	
  arrow	
  pierces	
  its	
  liver;	
  as	
  a	
  bird	
  
rushes	
  into	
  a	
  snare;	
  he	
  does	
  not	
  know	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  
cost	
  him	
  his	
  life.	
  
	
  
B.	
  The	
  motivation	
  of	
  the	
  courtier.	
  
	
  
Philippians	
  1:15–18	
  Some	
  indeed	
  preach	
  Christ	
  
from	
  envy	
  and	
  rivalry,	
  but	
  others	
  from	
  good	
  will.	
  
16	
  The	
  latter	
  do	
  it	
  out	
  of	
  love,	
  knowing	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  
put	
  here	
  for	
  the	
  defense	
  of	
  the	
  gospel.	
  17	
  The	
  
former	
  proclaim	
  Christ	
  out	
  of	
  selfish	
  ambition,	
  
not	
  sincerely	
  but	
  thinking	
  to	
  afflict	
  me	
  in	
  my	
  
imprisonment.	
  18	
  What	
  then?	
  Only	
  that	
  in	
  every	
  
way,	
  whether	
  in	
  pretense	
  or	
  in	
  truth,	
  Christ	
  is	
  
proclaimed,	
  and	
  in	
  that	
  I	
  rejoice.	
  Yes,	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  
rejoice,	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  5:11	
  Therefore,	
  knowing	
  the	
  fear	
  
of	
  the	
  Lord,	
  we	
  persuade	
  others.	
  But	
  what	
  we	
  are	
  
is	
  known	
  to	
  God,	
  and	
  I	
  hope	
  it	
  is	
  known	
  also	
  to	
  
your	
  conscience.	
  
	
  
IV.	
  Paul’s	
  Longing	
  (v19	
  &	
  20)	
  
A.	
  The	
  approach.	
  
	
  
1	
  Thessalonians	
  2:7	
  &	
  8	
  But	
  we	
  were	
  gentle	
  
among	
  you,	
  like	
  a	
  nursing	
  mother	
  taking	
  care	
  of	
  
her	
  own	
  children.	
  8	
  So,	
  being	
  affectionately	
  
desirous	
  of	
  you,	
  we	
  were	
  ready	
  to	
  share	
  with	
  you	
  
not	
  only	
  the	
  gospel	
  of	
  God	
  but	
  also	
  our	
  own	
  
selves,	
  because	
  you	
  had	
  become	
  very	
  dear	
  to	
  us.	
  
Matthew	
  18:3	
  and	
  said,	
  “Truly,	
  I	
  say	
  to	
  you,	
  
unless	
  you	
  turn	
  and	
  become	
  like	
  children,	
  you	
  
will	
  never	
  enter	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  heaven.	
  
John	
  13:33	
  Little	
  children,	
  yet	
  a	
  little	
  while	
  I	
  am	
  
with	
  you.	
  You	
  will	
  seek	
  me,	
  and	
  just	
  as	
  I	
  said	
  to	
  



the	
  Jews,	
  so	
  now	
  I	
  also	
  say	
  to	
  you,	
  ‘Where	
  I	
  am	
  
going	
  you	
  cannot	
  come.’	
  
1	
  John	
  2:1	
  My	
  little	
  children,	
  I	
  am	
  writing	
  these	
  
things	
  to	
  you	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  not	
  sin.	
  But	
  if	
  
anyone	
  does	
  sin,	
  we	
  have	
  an	
  advocate	
  with	
  the	
  
Father,	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  the	
  righteous.	
  
1	
  John	
  3:7	
  Little	
  children,	
  let	
  no	
  one	
  deceive	
  you.	
  
Whoever	
  practices	
  righteousness	
  is	
  righteous,	
  as	
  
he	
  is	
  righteous.	
  
1	
  John	
  4:4	
  Little	
  children,	
  you	
  are	
  from	
  God	
  and	
  
have	
  overcome	
  them,	
  for	
  he	
  who	
  is	
  in	
  you	
  is	
  
greater	
  than	
  he	
  who	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  
1	
  John	
  5:21	
  Little	
  children,	
  keep	
  yourselves	
  from	
  
idols.	
  
3	
  John	
  4	
  I	
  have	
  no	
  greater	
  joy	
  than	
  to	
  hear	
  that	
  
my	
  children	
  are	
  walking	
  in	
  the	
  truth.	
  
	
  
B.	
  The	
  anguish.	
  
	
  
1	
  Thessalonians	
  2:9	
  For	
  you	
  remember,	
  
brothers,	
  our	
  labor	
  and	
  toil:	
  we	
  worked	
  night	
  
and	
  day,	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  not	
  be	
  a	
  burden	
  to	
  any	
  of	
  
you,	
  while	
  we	
  proclaimed	
  to	
  you	
  the	
  gospel	
  of	
  
God.	
  
2	
  Thessalonians	
  3:8	
  nor	
  did	
  we	
  eat	
  anyone’s	
  
bread	
  without	
  paying	
  for	
  it,	
  but	
  with	
  toil	
  and	
  
labor	
  we	
  worked	
  night	
  and	
  day,	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  
not	
  be	
  a	
  burden	
  to	
  any	
  of	
  you.	
  
Hebrews	
  13:17	
  Obey	
  your	
  leaders	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  
them,	
  for	
  they	
  are	
  keeping	
  watch	
  over	
  your	
  
souls,	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  give	
  an	
  account.	
  
Let	
  them	
  do	
  this	
  with	
  joy	
  and	
  not	
  with	
  groaning,	
  
for	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  of	
  no	
  advantage	
  to	
  you.	
  
	
  
C.	
  The	
  aim.	
  
	
  
Colossians	
  2:6	
  Therefore,	
  as	
  you	
  received	
  Christ	
  
Jesus	
  the	
  Lord,	
  so	
  walk	
  in	
  him,	
  
Romans	
  13:14	
  But	
  put	
  on	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  
and	
  make	
  no	
  provision	
  for	
  the	
  flesh,	
  to	
  gratify	
  its	
  
desires.	
  
Romans	
  8:29	
  For	
  those	
  whom	
  he	
  foreknew	
  he	
  
also	
  predestined	
  to	
  be	
  conformed	
  to	
  the	
  image	
  of	
  
his	
  Son,	
  in	
  order	
  that	
  he	
  might	
  be	
  the	
  firstborn	
  
among	
  many	
  brothers.	
  
1	
  Peter	
  1:6–9	
  In	
  this	
  you	
  rejoice,	
  though	
  now	
  for	
  
a	
  little	
  while,	
  if	
  necessary,	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  grieved	
  
by	
  various	
  trials,	
  7	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  tested	
  
genuineness	
  of	
  your	
  faith—more	
  precious	
  than	
  
gold	
  that	
  perishes	
  though	
  it	
  is	
  tested	
  by	
  fire—
may	
  be	
  found	
  to	
  result	
  in	
  praise	
  and	
  glory	
  and	
  

honor	
  at	
  the	
  revelation	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  8	
  Though	
  
you	
  have	
  not	
  seen	
  him,	
  you	
  love	
  him.	
  Though	
  you	
  
do	
  not	
  now	
  see	
  him,	
  you	
  believe	
  in	
  him	
  and	
  
rejoice	
  with	
  joy	
  that	
  is	
  inexpressible	
  and	
  filled	
  
with	
  glory,	
  9	
  obtaining	
  the	
  outcome	
  of	
  your	
  faith,	
  
the	
  salvation	
  of	
  your	
  souls.	
  
Romans	
  5:3–5	
  Not	
  only	
  that,	
  but	
  we	
  rejoice	
  in	
  
our	
  sufferings,	
  knowing	
  that	
  suffering	
  produces	
  
endurance,	
  4	
  and	
  endurance	
  produces	
  character,	
  
and	
  character	
  produces	
  hope,	
  5	
  and	
  hope	
  does	
  
not	
  put	
  us	
  to	
  shame,	
  because	
  God’s	
  love	
  has	
  been	
  
poured	
  into	
  our	
  hearts	
  through	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  
who	
  has	
  been	
  given	
  to	
  us.	
  


