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Introduction:  One of the benefits of having a shallow exposure of the Bible is that, with the knowledge of a 
few Sunday School stores, a handful of parables, and brief quotations from Scripture like “love your neighbor”, 
the Bible can seem like a very “nice” and safe book.  The idea of it being “nice” (defined as something like 
agreeable, pleasant, attractive, or delicate) unravels by the mere reading of it.   
 While it is true that the Christian these things true about God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Bible is 
not a utopian book describing a world foreign to the one we actually live in.  It is not “safe” in the sense that an 
episode of a popular children’s show is safe.  The book of judges is one of the clearest examples of this. 
 In stark contrast to Joshua, Judges is not a book of victory for God’s people, but of failure.  While Joshua 
was full of encouraging exploits (w/7 years of conquest), Judges reminds us that even after great success 
there can be horrible failures (for several centuries).   
 

LITERARY OVERVIEW 
Title: Judges (Heb. shophetim) – one who executes judgment; not what we think of as judges considering 

cases to determine right and wrong as judged by the law, but deliverers or political saviors.  The period of 
the judges really extends through to the book of 1 Samuel with Eli and Samuel acting as pre-monarchial 
leaders. 

Author: Possibly Samuel or contemporary.   
Purpose: To demonstrate the faithfulness of God, the sinfulness of the people, and to explain the need for a 

unifying leader. 
Plotline: Seven cycles of sin, oppression, crying out, deliverance, and rest6moving back into complacent sin.  

The main thrust is the spread of apostasy throughout the land.  This is the “Dark Age” of Israel. 
Main Characters: God as the faithful husband, Israel as the unfaithful bride, the various deliverers (6 of 12 are 
described in more detail). 
Form/Genre: Selective and thematic narrative.  If taken chronological, it covers between 300-400 years.  If 

taken as overlap, it may be more like under 200 years. 
Challenges:  
1.) Sorting through the horrible sins and cycles of decline, as well as the “appendix” which conveys some of 

the most gut wrenching acts in Scripture. 
2.) Not being numbed by the repeated cycles, seeking to enter into the story. 
3.) Dealing with the flawed heroes, especially Gideon and Samson. 
 

OUTLINE
1
 

 

Unit 1 - The Sad Deterioration of Israel – Ch.1-2 

I. The Failure of Israel to Complete the Conquest – 1:1-36 

- Judah, Benjamin, Joseph, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan all fall short of full obedience, and sets the 
stage for the other nations and their gods being a stumbling block 

II. The Judgment of God for Not Completing the Conquest – 2:1-3:4 

- 2:1-5 - the Angel of the Lord appears to announce judgment 
- 2:6-10 - there is the passing of the previous generation 
- 2:11-19 – God’s judgment described 
- 2:20-3:4 – the enemy remains 
- These last two sections are a “miniature” of the whole book, setting the tone and outline.  He delivered them 

“into their hands” (v.14) and delivered them “out of their hands” (v.16). 
- Two main issues included forsaking the LORD for idols and inter-marrying with non-covenant people (v.6) 

[actually, giving their children in marriage]. 
 

Unit 2 - The Gracious Deliverances of Israel – Ch.3-16 

I. The Southern Campaign – 3:5-31 
A. Othniel – 3:5-11 
B. Ehud – 3:12-30 
C. Shamgar – 3:31 

 
II. The Northern Campaign – 4:1-5:31 

A. Deborah (Barak and Jael) 
o narrative/song 

III. The Central Campaign – 6:1-10:5 
A. Gideon – 6:1-8:32 

                                                      
1
 Some elements of outline taken from Wilkinson and Boa’s Talk Thru the Bible.  



10) Journey Through the Bible  “Journey Through Judges” 

RBC Nashville Page 2 of 2 May 4, 2008 

B. Abimelech – 8:33-9:57 
C. Tola – 10:1-2   
D. Jair – 10:3-5 

 
IV. The Eastern Campaign – 10:6-12:7 

A. Jephthah  
 
V. The 2

nd
 Northern Campaign – 12:8-18:31 

A. Ibzan – 12:8-10 
B. Elon – 12:11-12 
C. Abdon – 12:13-15 

 
VI. The Western Campaign – 13:1-16:31 

A. Samson  
 

Unit 3 – The Continued Depravity of Israel – Ch.17-21 

- While up to this point the individual examples of what it meant that people were doing what was right in their 
own eyes is left largely undescribed, this may be an “appendix” of examples of the kinds of things that were 
going on. 

I. Failure trough Idolatry – 17:1-18:13 

- Micah and the Levite – first personal, then tribal 

II. Failure through Immorality – 19:1-30 

- The Levite’s Concubine – first personal, then tribal 

III. Failure trough Disunity – 20:1-21:25 

- A war, a foolish vow, murder, wives 
 

APPLICATIONS 
1.) The depravity of man 

Nowhere in Scripture is man’s essential bias to sin more graphically portrayed – a bias which 
shows itself even in those who know God. – Eerdman’s Bible Handbook 

- their unwillingness to follow through with the conquest set them up for a fall 
- so for us, not addressing the things we know we need to do sets us up 
 
2.) How quickly things can go wrong in a single generation 
 
3.) Each man did what was right in his own eyes. 
- They are not doing what is evil in their own eyes. 
 
4.) The mercy of God. 

The wonder is God’s constant love and concern in the face of all this.  Despite their past 
unfaithfulness, and what he knows will happen again, as soon as Israel turns to him he 
answers.  And he uses the most unpromising people: Jael, who breaks all the sacred laws of 
hospitality.  Ehud, who stoops to assassination; Samson, who leads a life of sexual promiscuity; 
a nations that gloats over acts of cruel revenge against the enemy.  And the Bible nowhere 
commends these things or whitewashes the individuals who committed them.  God took them 
and used them because of their faith, and despite their morals.  So, because God is a God like 
this, there is hope for sinful man. – Eerdman’s Bible Handbook. 

 
5.) Christ in Judges 
- Jesus is the great Ruler, Deliverer, and Savior of which all these lesser and flawed heroes only a shadow. 
- I think there is a legitimate looking for hero types within literature and entertainment, seeing them as a “type” of 
Christ even with flaws 
 
 
 


