
 

“The Baptism of Jesus” 

Mark 1:9-11 

(Preached at Trinity, April 29, 2009) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. We’ve been gazing upon the ministry of John the Baptist, “the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness.” He was the one sent from God to prepare the way of Christ. He came 
warning the people that the Kingdom of Christ was upon them.  

2. John’s message was that this Kingdom was about to burst forth. The Son of God was 

coming in judgment. It demanded that they turn from their sins and repent.  

Mark 1:4 – “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.” 

3. As we’ve seen, true repentance demands a change of heart, a conversion.  It will always 

result in fruit-bearing.  Multitudes were coming confessing their sins but a mere outward 

confession will never do.  A mere desire to be baptized will never do.  There must be an 

inward change that results in a God honoring conduct.   

4. In Verses 7-8 John reveals the reason for his great work of preparation.  The King was 

about to enter – a glorious King.  

Mark 1:7-8 – “And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.  8 I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost.” 

5. What we find next is truly amazing. Picture the scene.  John is preaching with great 

passion. Multitudes are coming confessing their sins. His words are the words of 

boldness.  

A. He condemns those who were coming in pretense: 

Matthew 3:7-10 – “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance:  9 And think not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is 
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  10 And now also 
the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 

B. He speaks of this coming King. Mighty, full of majesty and glory. John says that 

compared to the infinite glory of Jesus he is left prostrate in the dust. 

 While these words were leaving His lips who approached but the King Himself. 

Multitudes were lining up to be baptized and Jesus is in line! 

6. Remember again, Mark’s Gospel is condensed.  Mark’s Gospel is full of action moving 

quickly from one scene to another. 

Mark 1:9 – “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.” 
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7. It wasn’t quite that easy. John looked up and saw Jesus standing in line and you can 

imagine his surprise. His heart must have almost stopped. 

 What!!  Multitudes were coming confessing their sins and receiving the baptism of 

repentance and here comes Jesus!  John is absolutely taken back.   

8. John’s words were swift and sure.  Never!!  He is spotless!  I am vile!  I need to be 

baptized of Him! 

Matthew 3:14 – “But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of 
thee, and comest thou to me?”  

9. This event marks the beginning of our Lord’s ministry 

 Tonight I want us to examine the baptism of Christ. 

 

I. Reasons for John’s complaint 

A. John knew the nature of Christ’s Kingdom 

1. He was the voice of one crying in the wilderness. His voice rang out loud 

and clear – He came preaching.  His message was clear. 

 Mark 1:4 – “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” 
Matthew 3:1-2 – “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judaea,  2 And saying, Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

  2. John’s message was a message of repentance – Why? 

   Because he knew that Christ’s Kingdom was a kingdom of righteousness. 

  3. He knew that Christ was the righteous King. He was the righteous Judge.  

He knew that Jesus was coming to baptize with fire. He was coming to 

purge the wicked.  

4. Jesus had no need of repentance – He was perfect in every way. 

 B. John knew that he had the need of repentance and conversion 

  1. Human beings are born in sin, are depraved from birth 

Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God;” 

  2. John saw himself as guilty before the perfect Christ 

   “I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
  3. Although John did not know every aspect of the first advent of Christ he  

   surely understood that He was the Savior 

   John 1:29 – “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
   saith,  Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the  
   world.” 
  4. John knew he needed a Savior. 

 C. John saw Jesus has being far superior to Him 

  Matthew 3:11 – “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 
 that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
 bear: . . .” 
 John 1:26 – “John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there 
 standeth one among you, whom ye know not;  27 He it is, who coming after 
 me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
 unloose.” 

  John 3:30 – “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
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1. As we saw before, John and Jesus were related – John grew up knowing 

about Jesus. Even John’s mother, Elizabeth called Jesus, Lord. 

Luke 1:42-43 – “And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb. 43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? 

  2. John was a great man 

   a. Jesus declared John the Baptist to be a great man 

Matthew 11:11 – “Verily I say unto you, Among them that 
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist:” 

   b. But John could not compare to the infinite Christ 

    The lesser must be blessed by the greater 

What is it that Jesus does not possess that He could receive from 

John the Baptist? 

D. The men of the greatest faith had the most difficulty with the condescensions of 

Christ.  We saw this also with Peter when Jesus started to wash his feet 

  John 13:8 – “Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 
 

II. What are the reasons Jesus submitted to baptism  

 This would seem absolutely inappropriate 

  1. Jesus was sinless – He was righteous 

2. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. Of all the men in the history 

of humanity Jesus was the one man who didn’t need baptism.  

 Why then was He baptized? 

 A. It marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

  1. Our Lord’s earthly ministry would consummate in His death 

a. All of the Old Covenant pointed to this great end – the death of 

Christ as the ultimate sacrifice of atonement 

b. John’s ministry was to pave the way for the Lamb of God 

John’s baptism of repentance looked forward to this Lamb 
 John 1:28-29 – “These things were done in Bethabara 
beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.  29 The next day 
John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

2. Jesus’ baptism began His ministry as the Lamb of God.  This Lamb was to 

be the sin bearer. As the sin bearer He submitted to John’s baptism. 

 B. It was an affirmation of His humility 

  1. As soon as Jesus began to preach He preached humility 

  2. He demonstrated it in His own life 

John 13:4-5 – “He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himself.  After that he poureth water 
into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was girded.” 

  3 Here at the beginning of His ministry submitted to the baptism of sinners 

   In His humiliation He came in the lowness of the human condition 

Phil. 2:7 – “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
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 C. It was the affirmation of God’s promise to John 

John 1:32-34 – “And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.  33 And I 
knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 
unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  34 And I saw, 
and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 
1. This would enable John to preach the message of Christ even more 

persuasively 

2. It is our absolute confidence in Christ that makes us powerful witnesses 

 The reason most professing Christians seldom witness is because they 

have no confidence in the claims and commands of Jesus. 

 D. It was a symbol of the removal of the filth of sin 

Matthew 3:15 – “And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so 
now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered 
him.”   
1. This passage has been difficult for many to understand.  John’s baptism 

was a baptism of repentance.  Most would argue that Jesus had no sin 

  2. The Bible teaches us that Jesus did have sin – namely ours. 

Isaiah 53:6 – “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 
2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” 

  3. But while others went into the waters confessing their personal sins V.5 

Jesus went up “Straightway out of the water” V. 10 because He had no 
sins to confess. 

 

III. Jesus Baptism 

 A. The filling of the Holy Spirit 

Mark 1:10 – “he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him:” 

  1. The heavens opened up 

  2. The Holy Spirit descended 

a. Like a dove – it doesn’t say that it was a dove or even resembled a 

dove.  Only that the Holy Spirit descended as a dove. 

   b. The Holy Spirit does not possess a body 

 Whatever John saw it was clearly the Holy Spirit 

c. The purpose was to equip Jesus for His earthly ministry. Jesus was 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  

d. It must be remembered that Christ’s divine nature was in no need 

of being strengthened – in fact it could not be. 

 His human nature, however, could be and needed to be.  The Holy 

Spirit anointed and empowered Him for His ministry. 

Mark 1:12 – “And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the 
wilderness.” 
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 3. If Christ needed the Holy Spirit how much more do we. 

 We need His illuminating work to teach us from God’s Word 

 We need His anointing work to kindle our affections for God 

 We need His sanctifying work to enable us to live a life of 
devotion and holiness in the fear of the Lord 

 We need His comforting work to lead us to Christ our great 
sympathetic High priest 

 We need His empowering work to equip us for the work of the 
Kingdom. 

C. The affirmation 

Matthew 3:17 – “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
1. We find here that full presence of the Trinity at the beginning of Christ’s 

ministry.  All three are equally interested in our salvation.  The three are 

one. The work of Christ was strictly Trinitarian. We see here the work of 

the Father and the Holy Spirit at work in the Son 

2. The One who shares the divine essence with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

is also the Father’s Beloved Son. 

 a. Jesus Christ is eternally begotten – He had no beginning 

b. He is eternally beloved of the Father – What love God has for us 

that He would send forth His Son. 

3. With His baptism, these words are an affirmation to Jesus and to us of His 

purpose to shed His blood for a lost world in obedience to the Father. 

 a. It was an affirmation of the Deity of Christ 

  “My beloved Son” 

 b. It was an affirmation of His eternal relationship with the Father 

  “My beloved Son” 

c. It was an affirmation of the perfection of Christ as the perfect 

Lamb – “In whom I am well pleased.” 

4. At His transfiguration similar words affirm the authority of Jesus 

Matthew 17:5 – “While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him.” 

 
Conclusion: 
1. This is such a mind-boggling event.  The eternal Son of God came taking upon Himself 

the form of a human being, and submitted to the baptism of sinners.  And then the 

heavens opened up and God affirmed that now there is a way to return to Him.   

2. Apart from Christ God is a consuming fire.  In Christ God is a loving Father.  And it’s all 

by grace! 


