
Page 1 of 9 
 

Responding to David’s Son  
The Gospel of Matthew 
By Brian De Jong 
 
Bible Text:  Matthew 21:15-17 
Preached on:  Sunday, May 3, 2009 
 
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
4930 Green Valley Lane 
Sheboygan, WI 53083 
 
Website:   www.graceopcsheboygan.com 
Online Sermons:  www.sermonaudio.com/gacesheboygan 
 
 
Please turn next to Matthew chapter 21.  This morning we resume our study at verse 15 
and we will be going through verse 17.   
 

But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that 
He had done, and the children who were shouting in the temple, "Hosanna 
to the Son of David," they became indignant and said to Him, "Do You 
hear what these children are saying?"  
 
And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, ‘OUT OF THE 
MOUTH OF INFANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE 
PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF’?" 
 
And He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night 
there..1 

 
Let us pray and ask God’s blessing. 
 
Lord, we thank you for the Word of truth which shows us the life, the ministry, the words 
of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Please bless us now as we consider this text.  Open the text to 
our minds and hearts that we might be changed by its power, for we pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
One of the surest ways to measure greatness is by gauging the response received.  Truly 
great men provoke and even demand responses. These are the people that you either love 
intensely or you hate passionately, but it seems impossible to remain indifferent toward 
them. 
 
By the same token there are other people in this world who are so very bland and entirely 
uninteresting that they rarely receive any response other than a yawn of boredom or a 
blank stare.  
 

                                                
1 Matthew 21:15-17. 
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I think our Lord Jesus Christ was certainly in the first category.  He was one of those men 
you could not ignore. His presence called for the response from everyone he met and 
rightly so. This is God incarnate. This was great David’s greater son. 
 
In addition to his fascinating personality, Jesus also did many wonderful things that 
touched countless lives and his deeds as well as his words and his personality evoked a 
full spectrum of reactions.   
 
In our passage here this morning we see contrasting responses to Jesus from two very 
different groups.  So as we take apart this text this morning we want to first consider 
Jesus and the children.  Then we want to look at Jesus and the chief priests.  And we will 
close with some thoughts on your responses to Jesus.   
 
Well, as we read through verse 15 of the text we find that the chief priests and the scribes 
had seen wonderful things that Jesus had done.  
 
Let me quickly refresh your memory on the wonderful things that we have been seeing 
lately in Matthew.  In the previous verses we have watched as Jesus made his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem and he stirred up the whole city in the process.  Next, we saw the 
Savior enter the temple and cleanse it of its recurring corruptions.  On the very heels of 
that the blind and the lame came to Jesus and he healed them there.   
 
Now those are wonders that no one else could possibly have done.  In short order Jesus 
had entered the city, cleansed the temple, healed the lame and the blind. Who else could 
do such things? 
 
I think especially and particularly the healings are in view here.  Blind people and lame 
people in the first century had no hope of restoration.  There was no way to correct their 
condition. They might spend all of their money on doctors and yet come away no better.  
But Jesus gave sight to the blind and healing to the lame.   
 
As the children witnessed these wonders they began shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David.”2 
 
Now whether they realized it or not, these children were acclaiming Jesus as the 
promised Messiah, as the Savior that God had sent to set the captives free.   
 
Now as we listen to the shouts of praise, we hear something spontaneous, exuberant and 
joyful in these children.  This is not something that has been rehearsed or planned as a 
publicity stunt.  There is nothing fake or hollow about this.  But this is just the bursting 
forth of praise, this shouting of joy that comes from a sincere and genuine heart.  And as 
they were shouting joyfully to the Lord, they were doing it in the court of the  temple. 
 

                                                
2 Matthew 21:16.  
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Now, can you imagine this?  Shouting in church.  Shouting in the place that is supposed 
to be the quiet still sanctuary.  And as they shouted it seemed scandalous to the stately 
adults present there.   
 
But I wonder. Was it really so inappropriate for these children to shout their joyful 
praises there in the temple? 
 
Listen as I read a selection of verses. These come from the Psalms. 
 
The first is Psalm 32.  “Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones; And shout 
for joy, all you who are upright in heart.”3 
 
Then from Psalm 47.  “O clap your hands, all peoples; Shout to God with the voice of 
joy.”4 
 
Psalm 66.  “Shout joyfully to God, all the earth.”5 
 
Psalm 71.  “My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to You; And my soul, which 
You have redeemed.”6 
 
Psalm 81.  “Sing for joy to God our strength; Shout joyfully to the God of Jacob.”7 
 
Psalm 98.  “Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy and 
sing praises... With trumpets and the sound of the horn Shout joyfully before the King, 
the LORD.”8 
 
Psalm 100 verse one. “Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.”9 
 
Psalm 126.  “Then our mouth was filled with laughter And our tongue with joyful 
shouting; Then they said among the nations, ‘The LORD has done great things for 
them.’”10 
 
And then Psalm 145. “They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness 
And will shout joyfully of Your righteousness.”11 
 
In verse after verse after verse it says, “Shout joyfully.” 
 
We are shouting joyfully to the Lord.   

                                                
3 Psalm 32:11.  
4 Psalm 47:1. 
5 Psalm 66:1. 
6 Psalm 71:23.  
7 Psalm 81:1. 
8 Psalm 98:4, 6. 
9 Psalm 100:1. 
10 Psalm 126:2.  
11 Psalm 145:7.  
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You say, “Well, that is ok if you are out in the yard or in some other place, but that can’t 
happen in the temple, can it?” 
 
Well, in Ezra chapter three it records the laying of the foundation of the temple.  And 
when the foundation was laid to rebuild the temple it says, “All the people shouted with a 
great shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the house of the 
LORD was laid.”12 
 
And back in those days at that shout it was so loud that the sound was heard far away.  
Shouting joyfully to the Lord evening the confines of the temple is no sin.  In fact, it is 
not even inappropriate.   
 
If there was any lingering question about the propriety of the exuberant shouts of these 
children, I think it is put to rest by Jesus’ word in verse 16.  When the sour, indignant 
Jews asked him if he heard what these children were saying Jesus says to them, “nai 
(nahee) Yes.” 
 
Now this little Greek word nai (nahee) is an affirmation that conveys full approval and 
consent.  So Jesu is not just saying, “Yeah, I hear them.  Yeah, yeah.”  He is saying, 
“Yes. I hear them and yes I approve of them.” 
 
And so Jesus is stepping out in defense of these children and their noisy praises to his 
name.   
 
Once again we see the tender heart of our Savior unwilling to squelch or quash their 
joyful praise.  But rather he affirms it. He endorsees it. He accepts it.  He is saying it is ok 
for them to shout for my praise.   
 
Now, in fact, by quoting Psalm eight as he does, Jesus goes a step further and he suggests 
that the Father himself has prepared and predestined this phrase from these children for 
himself.  And so the joyful shouting of the children in the temple on that day had been 
foreordained by God and certainly it met with his holy approval.   
 
Now we want to be careful and yet we want to be biblical as we consider this.  I don’t 
think that this passage or Jesus’ approval of these children says that it is good for chaos to 
reign in worship where we have what one of my friends used to call blab school where all 
kinds of noise is erupting in a kind of cacophony of sound.  That is not what we are 
seeing here. But rather this is focused vocal, verbal praise of God which has some 
volume and some intensity to it and is a spontaneous expression of a thankful, joyful 
heart that is caught up in the glory of worship and joins its voice to say, “Amen, yes, 
indeed, Hosanna to the Son of David.” 
 

                                                
12 Ezra 3:11.  
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I am thankful for one of our older members who has the tenacity to speak a little amen 
and when he does that I thrill inside, not because I like to hear things coming that feed 
my ego, but I am hearing a verbal, vocal agreement that says, “Yes.  Yeah and Amen.  
This is true and I agree with it.” 
 
Again, there is nothing sinful or even inappropriate about that.  Worship is not a spectator 
sport.  You are not here to watch me worship.  You are here to worship with me to God.  
And as I lead, you, too, are to be joining in and expressing your praise and your thanks to 
God. And if more amens pop up that is good. That is ok.   
 
“nai (nahee), yes, we approve.” 
 
Well, let’s move on now to look at the chief priests.   
 
Standing in stark contrast are the Jewish leaders, the chief priests and the scribes.   
 
Now, I think you could have expected them to be leading the worship of Christ.  But, 
rather, we see that their reaction is caustic and carnivorous.  When they saw the 
wonderful things that Jesus was doing and when they heard the joyful shouts addressing 
Jesus as the Son of David and calling on him to save, they were indignant.  The slow burn 
came to a full rolling boil as the sour, petty men spew out their venom at Jesus and at the 
joyful children who are praising them. 
 
“Do You hear what these children are saying?”13 they asked.  
 
Now implied in that question is a not so subtle suggestion.  “Silence them. Make them be 
quiet.  Shut their mouths. Order them to stop right now. Jesus, get these children under 
control for goodness’ sake.  You are in the temple, the temple and these noisy youngsters 
are disturbing the peace and the sanctity of this holy place.” 
 
But, of course, other sounds hadn’t bothered them so much. The sounds of animals being 
sold to pilgrims didn’t seem to bother their worship.  The sound of money changers 
clanking their coins and calling out their exchange rates. That didn’t bother them.  No, 
none of the noise of the marketplace mattered. They were able to tune that out well 
enough.  But these impertinent children must be silenced.   
 
Now, in order to understand the immoderate hostility of these chief priests I think we 
need to get inside their heads.  We need to do a little psychological analysis. What makes 
them tick? Why is it that the wonderful works of Jesus that helped so many helpless 
people, why would that provoke such acidic reactions?  
 
Well, one factor was undoubtedly their envy.  For three years now Jesus had been 
attracting large, large crowds and those crowds hung on his ever word.  The common 
people admired Jesus and they spoke well of him. They even describe him in messianic 

                                                
13 Matthew 21:16.  
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terms. And the chief priests were clearly envious. They were the recognized leadership of 
Israel, but nobody paid them half the respect that Jesus had garnered.   
 
So after watching Jesus heal the sick, raise the dead, feed the multitudes, teach the truth 
with authority, these Jewish leaders were fed up with this Galilean rabbi.  They were 
green with envy.   
 
But another part of their mentality was fear.  In Mark’s parallel account he says that the 
chief priests and scribes heard Jesus’ words and began seeking how to destroy him for 
they were afraid of him. So the whole crowd was astonished at his teaching. 
 
They were afraid of him. They knew that he had power, not just a power over the crowds, 
but he had power over sickness, disease, demons and even death.  Anyone who could do 
such mighty acts as Jesus had done possessed power beyond their ability to resist.  So in 
addition to their envy they were also filled with fear. 
 
But Mark’s description reminds us that their hearts were also overflowing with murder.  
They wanted to get rid of him. They just didn’t now how to do it.  Hatred had taken over 
their souls and they were murdering him in their hearts on an hourly basis and every good 
work which he did further intensified their evil desire to rid the world of his righteous 
presence.   
 
You have probably seen this at times, but when a person becomes filled with hatred and 
anger it is often accompanied by an irrational obsession to destroy your enemy at all 
costs. And this is where the Jewish leadership had ended up.   
 
So as Jesus responds to their malicious retort, his words uncover even more of their true 
condition.   
 
“Have you never read Psalm eight?” he says.   
 
Well, there are times when questions are really questions and then there are times when 
questions function more as statements.  When those questions are rhetorical and are 
designed to make a point.  
 
I think Jesus’ question here is a very pointed statement.  
 
“Have you never read? You have never read, have you?  For if you had read and 
understood and considered Psalm eight, the shout of these children would neither surprise 
you nor bother you. You would welcome their shouts. In fact, you might even join in if 
you had read the Scriptures.  But you haven’t, now have you?” 
 
And so Jesus is exposing their ignorance, their palpable ignorance of sacred Scripture 
which is an unforgiveable error on the part of a religious teacher.   
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Now if I take my car in for a shop to get some work done on the engine, I am going to 
expect that that mechanic knows engines, that he has studied, that he has maybe gone 
through training, that he reads books, that he has got materials available, that he can 
understand the engine. And if I take my car in there and he doesn’t know the first thing 
about engines, well, I am not going to leave my car there. I am going to take it home and 
find another mechanic who knows his stuff. 
 
And so when you go to a religious leaders you expect him to know the Scriptures.  If I 
stood up here on Sunday mornings and I didn’t know the first thing about the Bible, if I 
had to page through to find some book of the Bible and took five minutes because I 
couldn’t find it, you would look at me and say, “You are not a good pastor. You don’t 
know your Bible.” 
 
Well, these are chief priests, scribes who were supposed to be students of the Word. They 
didn’t know Psalm eight, inexcusable on their part.   
 
But there is something else here as well.  If we finish the verse that Jesus quotes it reads 
as follows.  
 
“From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength Because of 
Your adversaries, To make the enemy and the revengeful cease.”14 
 
Now by using this verse as he does Jesus is identifying these Jewish leaders, chief priests 
and scribes as God’s adversaries, as God’s enemies, as the revengeful. And he is doing 
what this verse says. He is using it to make them cease. He is silencing them with 
Scripture.   
 
And so these chief priests are not God’s friends and helpers.  Oh, no, they are his 
adversaries and his enemies.   
 
Also here in this quotation is a very subtle messianic claim.  I think this point probably 
would have been lost on the children, but certainly not on chief priests.  In Psalm eight 
the praise is prepared for and addressed to the Lord Jehovah, the Great I am. 
 
But to whom is the praise given in this instance?  It is given to Jesus.  Hence, the 
equation: Jesus equals Jehovah.  Jesus is the Lord God, the almighty, the great I am.  
 
Now at the heart of this little passage is a clash between two groups and the contrast of 
their responses to Christ. Here we find two ends of the spectrum represented.  Over here 
on this end of the spectrum we have joyful children exuberantly praising God without 
inhibition, with spontaneous expressions of joy to the Lord.  And then over here on this 
end we find these sour, dower, religious experts who are caustic and critical towards 
Christ.   
 

                                                
14 Psalm 8:2.  
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And as you consider this spectrum with the Jewish leadership over here and joyful 
children over there, just wonder where you find yourself on that spectrum.  Where do you 
locate yourself on the continuum today? 
 
As you have observed the wonderful works that Jesus has done, not only in this chapter, 
but throughout his book of Matthew, how is it impacting you? How does it all strike you?  
 
I wonder what is going on today in your heart of hearts, in the secret places of your soul.   
 
You know, one thing is certain, that nobody, nobody can react for you.  Only you can 
react for you.  I can’t do it. Elders can’t do it.  Nobody can do it, not even your spouse, 
not your parents, not your child, not your dearest, nearest friend.   Nobody can react for 
you, but you alone.  And a response to Jesus is the most important reaction you can have.   
 
Now please be honest and true with yourself.  Don’t try to put on a show to impress 
others. Don’t try and fake it.  But just consider this. How do I respond to Christ?  Where 
am I on this continuum?  What side do I fall on?  Where am I at?   
 
Now I will say this and admittedly in saying this I am trying to encourage and influence 
you because I am not neutral on the question of response.  But just notice how Jesus 
reacts to the various reactions in this passage.   
 
Now over here how does he respond to these children?  When they are bubbling over and 
they are bouncing around and they are shouting and they are praising, does he say, 
“Children, be quiet”?  Does he dress them down?  Does he suppress them?  Does he 
muzzle them?  Does he gag their mouths and say, “Kids, get out of the temple.  This isn’t 
right”?  He doesn’t. He says, “nai (nahee), yes.  I hear you. I see you and I approve of 
you. Go on shouting in church.” 
 
But how does he react to these guys over here?  How does he deal with them when they 
are spitting nails at him, when they are boiling over with their indignation over the noise 
of these children and the implication of their praise?   
 
Does Jesus say, “Well, men, you are right. I am sorry we have made a [?].  Try and move 
these kids out and we will keep it quiet next time we come”? 
 
Does he melt before these Jewish leaders and all of their righteous indignation?  No.  He 
withstands them. He resists them. He gives them the stiff arm and he tells them, “This is 
my temple and if those children want to shout, it is ok with me.  You be quiet.” 
 
Very curious that he silences these adversaries while he allows the children to make 
noise.   
 
And as you think about yourself and where you fall, you have got to think about his 
reaction to their reaction because he will react predictably. And if you join yourself with 
these children and their exuberant joy, you can expect the same kind of approval that they 
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got. But if you are in league with these Jewish leaders, then you had better be ready for 
the resistance that they receive.   
 
There is one more note here and with this I close.  Verse 17 is a very subtle, but telling 
verse.  It may appear on the surface to just be a little throw away, just kind of like yet. It 
is more than that.   
 
Matthew says, “He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the 
night.”15 
 
Now Matthew could have very easily just written Jesus went out to the city of Bethany 
where he spent the night.  But he specifically includes another verb.  He left them.   
 
I want you to listen to how Dr. Knox Chamlin detailed this point.  Dr. Chamlin says, “We 
conclude that the verb of verse 17 signals Jesus’ abandonment of his antagonists.  Jesus’ 
departure is an act of judgment on his adversaries, the religious leadership in Jerusalem.” 
 
Now I just ask you this.  Do you want Jesus to abandon you, to give up on you?  Do you 
want him to depart from you in judgment because your heart is hard before him?   
 
Brothers and sisters, do not get within a thousand million miles of those Jewish leaders 
and their reaction.  Flee to the children. Receive God’s kingdom as a joyful child.  And 
praise him with that same kind of unbridled exuberance.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are greatness itself.  And as we think on the wonderful deeds you did 
during your earthly ministry we rejoice and we exult in them. We are giddy with praise 
and thanksgiving to you.  Oh Lord, keep us from the sophistication, the sourness of these 
Jewish leaders.  Keep us from frowning upon you and those who would praise you.  For 
we ask it in your holy name.  Amen.  

                                                
15 Matthew 21:17.  


