
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 
First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 3rd, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 5:17 – 26 
 

Speaking All the Promises of Life 
 
1. After a Brief Respite, the Persecution Returns (17-18). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Apostles Receive a Supernatural Assist to Stay on Mission (19-21a). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Fickle Masses Help Here, Hinder Elsewhere (21b-26).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Christ Is Orchestrating the Growth of His Kingdom.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus had commissioned His people to serve as His witnesses. When they are imprisoned 
and kept from doing that, He sent His angel to release them and send them back to speak 
all the promises of this Life. This mission is central to who we are and what we are to do 
as His witnesses. How are you demonstrating faith in Christ today by  both living and 
speaking all the promises of Life?  
 
 

 



John 6: 51, 60 – 63 
51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; 
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to 
them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending 
to where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  

 
 
 

Taken from The Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
 

Question #26: How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?  

Answer: The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in 
us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling. 

 
 
Question #31: What is effectual calling?  

Answer: Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin 
and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, He 
persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel. 

 
 
 
 

Acts—Series Overview  
 
The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 
Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 
the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 
return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 
the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 
constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 
faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 
will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    
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