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John 8:43 - Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear 
my word. 

“Denial of Reality - The unconscious defense mechanism of denying the 
existence of painful facts. This technique enables an individual to escape from 
intolerable thoughts, wishes, actions, or events and the anxiety which they 
produce.” 

Another way is to say this is that a person is delusional. “It hard to accept the 
truth when lies are exactly what you wanted to hear.”   

Biblically though we should have the mentality of, “Hurt me with the truth but 
never comfort me with a lie.” Proverbs 27:6 states this clearly:  Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend; But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 

In denial of reality:  

§ Wife of a husband having an affair  
§ A parent of a rebellious child 
§ Personal debt and financial problems 
§ A poor health situation  
§ A bad diet  

In today’s text we find the Pharisees in outright denial of the truth.   

Big Idea - Denying the Truth has consequences! 

In our text today there is an utter denying of truth. Right before the critics is the 
Son of God pouring out His heart, the very heart of God, to them. Their lack of 
belief and understanding comes out loud and clear. 

Denying reality means there are: 

I. Unacceptable Deeds 

John 8:39–41 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, 
which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the deeds of your 
father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, 
even God. 



Not to accept Christ is to accept the alternative. They don’t believe Christ and 
have deeds to prove it. 

What deeds in your life are products of unacceptance?  

§ Immoral behavior  
§ Lack of compassion  
§ No desire for the things of God  
§ Denial of Christ  

They were not only denying that Jesus was the Son of God, but they were 
plotting to kill him. 

When we deny truth it shows in our actions or deeds.  

It was very clear who their father was because they acted just like him. They did 
the deeds of their father, that is, the devil.  

Denying reality means there are: 

II. Unbelief and Resistance 

John 8:41–47 - Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not 
born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If 
God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my 
speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I 
tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if 
I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth God’s 
words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. 

To deny reality is to live in unbelief.  For example,  

All the signs indicate you need to go to the doctor.  You are lightheaded, tired, 
you have a place that is sore to the touch. When people try to convince you that 
you need to be seen you get upset and angry. You resist, and are in unbelief.  

John 8:43 - Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear 
my word. 

When He spoke of bread, they thought only of literal bread. When He spoke of 
water, they never connected it with spiritual water. Why was it that they could 
not understand His speech? It was because they were unwilling to tolerate His 
teachings. 



To understand means to b enlightened. 

John 8:47 - He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, 
because ye are not of God. 

§ Right in front of them was a loving Savior whowould accept them as they 
are  

§ Right in front of them was hope  
§ Right in front of them was life  
§ Right in from was them was love  

If God were your Father, you would love me!  

1 Corinthians 2:14 - But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. 

Take a deep breath and let Christ into your life. Set aside your denial and 
arguments of unbelief. 

Luke 5:32 - I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Look again at John 8:46 - Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me? 

Denying reality means there are: 

III. Insults and Accusations  

John 8:48 - Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that 
thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 

When all else fails attack the speaker!  

They attacked Jesus with a racial and ethnic slur 

John 8:48 - The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 

§ You are a Samaritan and have the devil. 
§ You are not pure!  
§ You are one of them!  

Samaritans were a mixed race with a religion the Jews considered apostate. To 
call Jesus a Samaritan was to use a term of abuse, referring to a heretic or one 
with a faulty worship. 



 Their charge that Jesus was demon-possessed suggested they thought He was 
mad, unclean, and evil. How ironic that after He said their father was the devil 
(8:44), they said He was demon-possessed! 

Denying reality here ends with accusations of a devil-possessed Jesus that was a 
half breed unclean Jew!  

Denying reality never ends well. The truth will eventually surface. The facts will 
be clear. 

Are you denying reality?  

Questions  

1. What is an interesting fact about yourself that might surprise people? 
2. How far in advance do you prefer to plan? Why  
3. Do you prefer a good debate or keeping the peace? 
4. The title of the message is Denying Reality. Explain that in your terms. 

Give an example in your life where you denied the reality of the truth or 
something that was obvious to everyone. 

5.  In the message the following quotes were given:                                                        
“It’s hard to accept the truth when lies are exactly what you wanted to 
hear.”  “Hurt me with the truth but never comfort me with a lie.” Which 
attitude do you tend to lean toward regarding truth?   

6. Proverbs 27:6 says that, Faithful are the wounds of a friend; But the kisses 
of an enemy are deceitful.  How can we lovingly give and receive truth? 

7. The Pharisees were in a bubble and their religious training and tradition 
was at conflict with what they experienced and saw in Jesus. How is this 
experienced today when it comes to evangelizing our culture? 

8.  The ‘Big Idea’ of the message is that denying the truth has consequences. 
Explain that in both broad and specific terms.   

9. 1 Corinthians 2:14  says, But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. 

How does this verse explain why people live in denial of the truth of God 
right in front of them? 

10. The last point of the message is that denying reality means there will be:  
Insults and Accusations.   Why did the Pharisees resort to this? Why do 
people losing an argument take this approach?  Share how you have 
either done this or have been on the receiving end of this response. 

 

 


