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Have you ever noticed how just a few words fitly spoken can have a powerful impact? It 
just takes a few. Can you think of some phrases that would fit that principle? Probably 
the first one that comes to mind are the words “I love you.” You can probably list the 
people who have said that to you over the years and really meant it. Maybe you can even 
recall the first time that person said it to you, or the last time they said it to you. Just three 
short words comprised of eight simple letters yet incredible impact, “I love you.” 

There are these words, “Good job.” Quite a few folks in our church family ran the Indy 
Mini Marathon yesterday and they actually print your first name in fairly large letters on 
the runner’s bib that you wear and I’m sure that’s for a number of security and medical 
reasons, but one of the by-products of that is you’ll be running down the road and people 
from the crowd would just randomly call out your name, not because they know you, but 
because they just see it on your bib and they say, “Good job, Jane! Good job, Bill!” And 
it’s amazing when you are tired at the impact that even though you know it’s a stranger, 
it’s not like that’s your Mom or something, but it’s just amazing how somebody calling 
out your name and saying, “good job,” it’s those little words that can impact you.

Or, “Please forgive me.” Puppy eyes. Or “I sinned against you.” We probably all watch 
those short simple words just melt away animosity, melt away anger, and just a moment’s 
time, “please forgive me.” No wonder Solomon would say death and life are in the power 
of the tongue. Just a few words can make an incredible difference.

Of course there’s also this all time favorite, “Have some more bacon.” Gotta love those 
words, huh? I’d enjoy a little of that powerful impact right now myself. 

The same is true when it comes to the Word of God. There are many examples in 
scripture where just a short phrase makes all the difference in the world when it comes to 
the way you understand your relationship with him and how to become over time the 
person that he wants you to become. 

Here’s one that is especially important, it’s the phrase “in Christ.” In Christ. The Bible 
says that if there’s been a definite time in your life where you’ve admitted your need and 
you placed your faith and trust in Christ as Savior and Lord, you accepted the gift of 
salvation that’s available through the gospel, through believing in the death, burial and 
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resurrection of Christ that you are now and forever in Christ. It’s amazing how frequently 
that little phrase comes up in the New Testament. Here’s just a quick sampling: 
Christians are people who have believed in Christ. Or we can change because if anyone is 
in Christ he’s a new creation the old things have passed away, behold new things have 
come. The Bible says that there’s now no condemnation for those of us who are in Christ 
Jesus. The Bible describes the church as one body in Christ. It’s possible to be wise in 
Christ. We are seated in the heavenly places in Christ. We’ve been created in Christ Jesus 
for good works. We’re partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. The 
Bible says we can find encouragement in Christ and we can guard our hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. We’re pursuing the prize of the upward call of God in Christ. We look 
forward to his riches and glory in Christ. God’s seeking to make us mature in Christ. We 
love serving together because we’re fellow workers in Christ. We rejoice in the will of 
God in Christ. We embrace the promise of life that is in Christ. We desire to live a godly 
life in Christ. We seek to be bold in Christ. We consider ourselves to be fellow prisoners 
in Christ. We understand that some will revile our good behavior in Christ. We even take 
encouragement in the fact that those who have gone before us, they died in Christ.

It’s really amazing how frequently that short little phrase is used in the Word of God but 
incredibly powerful. Now as if that’s not enough, there’s also places in the word that state 
it the other way around, that say that Christ is “in you.” Here’s one that’s especially 
precious to many of us, it’s Colossians 1:27, To whom God willed to make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles which is Christ in you the 
hope of glory. So what does that mean? That means if you’re Christian that there’s a been 
a definite time in your life where you’ve trusted Christ as Savior and Lord. The Bible 
says over and over that you are in Christ and Christ is in you.

We’re talking about this marvelous doctrine of your union with Christ. And this morning 
we want  to learn more about what that means and just like the short phrases that I 
mentioned earlier, learning more about how this phrase can radically and practically 
impact the nature of our relationship with God and others, with that in mind open your 
Bibles now to Romans chapter 6, that’s on page 122 of the back section of the Bible 
under the chair in front of you if you need that. So Romans chapter 6, or page 122 of the 
back section of the Bible under the chair in front of you. 

We’re in the middle of a series right now entitled “God’s Plan for Redemption.” This is a 
series on soteriology, that’s a big word, all that the scriptures says about God’s plan for 
our salvation. And so far we’ve seen that God planned for salvation to be a matter of 
grace, and to be a matter of faith, and to be a matter of adoption and election and 
regeneration. And then last week we saw that also God planned for our salvation to 
include the issue of justification. 

We saw this great verse in Romans 5, therefore having been, here it is, justified by faith 
we now have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ through whom also we have 
obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand and we exalt in the 
hope of the glory of God. 
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Justification. Really no doubt now about what we said at the very beginning of this series, 
that the way God often designs things is just dramatically different than we would have 
designed it on our own. We’ve also been continually surprised at how the Lord has 
planned all this before the foundation of the world, all of it. That’s how much God loves 
you. And that’s how long he’s been thinking about you.

That same kind of practical amazement is available when you think about your union 
with Christ. I want to encourage you to be looking for, now here’s kinda the  bottom line, 
we’re going to get into some meat here, ok? So I hope you didn’t come with your sippy 
cup. I hope you came with a fork and a steak knife because we’re gonna drill into this. 
But, I understand there are always people with us in our services who are brand new. 
Everybody can get this but we’re just gonna have to work at it. Is that ok? Why that’s 
more than ok, that’s good, huh?

Alright, Romans 6. Look for examples of the union. Verse 1, What should we say then, 
are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? That’s the first of two important 
organizational questions here. Verse 2, May it never be. How should we who died to sin 
still live in it? Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into his death, therefore, we have been buried with him through 
baptism into doubt so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we become united with him in the 
likeness of his death, certainly we shall also be united in the likeness of his resurrection 
knowing this that our old self was crucified with him in order that our body of sin might 
be done away with so that we would no longer be slaves to sin. But he who has died is 
freed from sin.

Now, if we’ve died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him knowing that 
Christ having been raised from the dead is never to die again, death is no longer master 
over him for the death that he died he died to sin and once for all. But the life that he 
lives, he lives for God. Even so, here’s what you do with this. Consider yourselves 
logizomai, that’s an accounting term, consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive to 
God and Christ Jesus. Therefore, don’t let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
would obey it’s lust and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness but present yourself to God as those alive from the dead 
and your members as instruments of righteousness to God for sin shall not be a master 
over you for you’re not under law but under grace. 

Second organizational question: what then? Shall we sin because we are not under law 
but under grace? May it never be. Do you not know that when you present yourselves to 
someone as slaves for obedience, you’re slaves of the one whom you obey. Either of sin 
resulting in death or obedience resulting in righteousness. But thanks be to God that you 
though you are slaves of sin, you’ve become obedient from the heart to that form of 
teaching to which you were committed and having being freed from sins you became 
slaves of righteousness. I’m speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your 
flesh. In other words, we can’t understand much in this life compared to the knowledge 
of God. But just as you’ve presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
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lawlessness resulting in further lawlessness so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness resulting in sanctification. 

We’re talking this morning about your union with Christ, you’re in Christ. And I’d like 
us to divide the rest of our time by thinking about the fact of your union. What does this 
text say? And then secondly, the meaning of your union. I mean what does it really mean 
for us to be united in these ways. And then, lastly, what are the take-aways, what are the 
practical implications of all that we’re studying from the word of God?

First of all, the fact of your union. I mean even if it didn’t make a whole of sense yet and 
that’s ok if it hasn’t yet, hopefully you saw evidences over and over of ways that 
followers of Christ are united with him.

Let’s back up and be sure we’ve got the context. As soon as you read chapter 6, verse 1, 
What shall we say then, you recognize we’re walking right into the middle of a context. 
And if you were with us last week you know about that context because we studied 
Romans chapter 5 last Sunday and I mentioned to you that the book of Romans contains 
one of the most comprehensive discussions of soteriology in all of the Bible. Which 
means if you’ve know Christ for very long, you need to get the book of Romans down. 
And what that might mean for many of us is that also means you have to turn off the 
television and you have to look for ways to not waste as much time so you can spend 
more time studying your Bible.

“Say what, did you just accuse me of possibly wasting time?” Pretty much. And that’s 
one of the reasons that some of God’s people choke on meat and if you’ve been saved for 
any period of time you need  to be able to think your way systematically through the most 
comprehensive discussion that God has given us about our own salvation. 

So let’s quickly think our way through the book of Romans thus far. Chapter 1 begins 
with helping us understand the utter depravity of man. It explains that people who have 
rebelled against God and refused to live in a way that brings him glory are lost. And the 
progression is chilling but it’s right there in Romans 1. It starts with failing to be thankful 
and then refusing to give God glory resulting in pride and self-centered living, eventually 
resulting in sexual deviancy and that chapter is amazingly apt in its description even of 
the culture in which we live. I could give plenty of examples of that even from this week. 
That’s why you need to know Romans chapter 1. The immoral are lost.

But then chapter 2 surprises us by teaching that the moral are lost as well because we 
can’t work our  way to God by our own effort. The chasm between our sin and his 
holiness is simply too vast. That’s why we’re left with this summary in Romans 3:23, For 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, coupled with what Paul would say a 
few chapters later that the wages of sin is death, that’s it. 

Then, though, we have the incredible news that there’s a way out called the gospel. It’s 
called the death, burial and resurrection of Christ coming to a definite point in your life 
where you repent, where you admit your  need and you place your faith and trust in 
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Christ as Savior and Lord. And what we learned last week was that the moment that 
decision is made, one of the literally hundreds of things that happens to you 
instantaneously is that you’re justified meaning that because your sin has been forgiven 
and because the righteousness of Christ is placed on your account, you are DKIO’d, you 
are declared righteous before the law of God, you are justified. 

Now, there would have been all sorts of logical objections to what Paul is teaching and so 
he actually, like a good writer, anticipates that so he just gives one of the questions, 
“What shall we say then, are we to continue in sin so grace may increase?” Because 
remember Paul is writing to people and there will be folks like that in this room this 
morning, people who are being asked to give up their self-righteous approach to salvation 
either because they were simply religious or because they were moralistic but in either 
case believing that I can earn my own way to heaven or if I mess up I’m going to lose my 
way to heaven. 

Well, think about this. At least that produces a kind of godliness. Keeping people in 
check through fear. So their objection to Paul would’ve been, what your offering is just 
going to result in lawlessness, it’s going to result in antinomianism. Nomos, law. If you 
say that it’s possible to be justified purely by grace eternally that’s going to result in 
lawlessness. Why would anybody choose to do the right thing if the fear of losing your 
salvation was taken away? And Paul’s answer to that question is, you have to understand 
the power of a Christian’s union with Jesus himself. That’s it logically. So he explains 
that for the Christian, he says, you’re united with Christ in his death. 

And I realize that that is so ethereal, I’m not really sure that makes any sense. That’s fine, 
right now we’re just laying out the text. We’ll explain it in a few moments but it says 
we’re baptized into his death. And verse 4, we’re buried with him. There’s a union here. 
That’s actually stated in verse 5, if we become united with him in his death.

Verse 6, our old self was crucified with him. So there’s some sort of a connection 
between a follower of Christ and the death of Jesus. And you see that argument carried 
right through the remainder of the text, plenty of examples of that particular aspect of the 
union which in turn gives us a new relationship to the power of sin. That’s why you see 
this purpose clause so that we would no long be slaves to sin for he who has died is freed 
from sin. Which is why Paul asked at the beginning, how should we who have died to sin, 
there was a union, live in it.

Now there’s another half of the equation though. We’re also told in this passage, you are 
simultaneously united with Christ in his resurrection. So that as Christ was raised, verse 
4, so we too, there’s there union, might walk in the newness of life. 

Verse 5, we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection. Now you have a new ability 
and a new power to change and live for God that self-righteousness and moralism could 
never achieve. Which is why Paul said, you can think about how frequently you thought 
about this this past week, but Paul says you are to factor this into the way you think about 
yourself each and every day because of this union. So consider raken logizomai, consider 
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yourselves to be dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. See the simple phrase “in 
Christ” and everything that it represents is something that we ought to review in our 
hearts and minds all the time. 

That’s what we mean when we talk about preaching the gospel to ourselves every day 
which then leads to a series of more godly choices, therefore, don’t let sin reign in your 
mortal bodies so that you would obey it’s laws. And do not go on presenting the members 
of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who are alive from the dead. Then your members as instruments of righteousness to 
God for sin shall not be a master over you for you are not under law but under grace. And 
you may say, “Well, see that’s where I struggle, though, it’s on the presenting part, it’s on 
the actual living out of the gospel each and every day.” I get that. 

We’ll get there in a moment but let’s lay out the remainder of the argument in this text. 
Paul throws in a second hypothetical objection, shall we sin because we’re not under law 
but under grace? In other words, if you don’t enslave people by laws and rules and keep 
them in the dark about the security of their salvation, they’ll just run free. No, they won’t. 
That’s not one of the options. As any of us who has lived very long on this earth knows 
everybody has a master. Whether a person will admit that or not, you have a master. 

Romans 6:16, Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves 
for obedience you are slaves of the one whom you obey either of sin resulting in death or 
of obedience resulting in righteousness. And we all know by experience how bad it is to 
be enslaved to sin. It’s like a cord that gets tighter and tighter with every use leading to 
this difficult life lesson the way to the transgressor is hard and he who covers his 
transgressions will not prosper. See that kind of slavery produces misery and hardship it’s 
anything but freedom. 

But self-righteousness and moralism don’t fare any better. You can either live in Romans 
1 and be a slave to your sin, you can live in Romans 2 and 3 and try self-righteousness 
and moralism but that doesn’t get very far. And the argument of this book thus far is this: 
for a follower of Christ there is something far better. Better than being hopelessly 
enslaved in sin or better than trying to change through keeping rules or moral codes. 
What’s far better is the practical outworking of your union with Christ. I might say, “Ok, 
I see that in the text, sort of, but how could that ever help me practically today?” Good 
question, fair question. 

Let’s move from the fact of your union to the meaning of your union. Now I probably 
need to throw in this caveat somewhere along the way, ultimately this is a mystery. So 
regardless of how long you’ve known the Lord, regardless of how mature you’ve become 
in your Christian walk nobody here would say, “I fully understand every nuance of the 
doctrine of my union with Christ.” No, no, even the Apostle Paul said it is a mystery.

This doctrine ultimately is a mystery. It’s so profound that it’s beyond our finite mind’s 
ability to grasp. That’s why Paul said in Colossians 1:27, To whom God willed to make 
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known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among you which is, what? Your 
union. Christ and you the hope of glory. 

So ultimately it’s a mystery. But just because our minds can’t fully process it, it doesn’t 
mean we can’t understand anything otherwise we wouldn’t have it in the Bible. So where 
are we going to go for help? Well, one answer is a book like this. I would really 
encourage you to have this book if you don’t already. And by the way, please don’t make 
the mistake of confusing having a book with actually reading a book. Ok? 

I would really encourage you to get it, it’s a great theology book, it’s a great, great 
reference and I believe that Christian people ought to be thinking people. I believe 
Christian people ought to be students of the Word and of sound theology and I don’t have 
time to talk about some of what Erickson covers in this doctrine in his book. He talks 
about some of the inadequate ways to think about our union with Christ on pages 949 and 
951. I just don’t have time to talk about that this morning but you have time to read about 
it this week. And I would encourage you to consider doing that. 

But he does, in this discussion, go on to give us key elements of our union with Christ. 
What does it actually mean for us to be united with Christ? And I think some of this is 
incredibly helpful. 

First of all it helps us to understand that your union with Christ is judicial. Now please 
don’t roll your eyes on that one. Because the one to whom you’re united would not like 
it. What do we mean when we say it’s judicial? This quote was so helpful to me this 
week, Erickson said that when the Father evaluates or judges us before the law, he does 
not look upon us alone. We are in his sight one with Christ. Thus he does not say Jesus is 
righteous but that human is unrighteous. He sees the two as one and in effect says they 
are righteous. That the believer is righteous is not a fiction or a misrepresentation. It is the 
correct evaluation of a new legal entity. Think about that. A corporation that has been 
formed as it were, the believer then incorporated into Christ and Christ into the believer. 
All the assets of each are now mutually possessed, from a legal perspective the two are 
now one.

Think about what that means regarding for example, your ability to go to the throne of 
God and ask for help in times of need. You’re not simply a beggar who doesn’t belong, 
you are in Christ. A new corporation was formed, Jesus bought you out. It would just be 
like if you had some business you were trying to start and it was you and one other 
employee and it’s not going very well. You’re stubbing your toe, your website stinks, etc. 
etc. You’re losing money, it’s about to go under and then you get a call from Google. 
Google wants to buy you, Google wants you to become a partner in their organization. 
Google wants to form a new corporation with your thing. How long would it take you 
before you decide, you know, that’s a pretty good deal? That’s what we’re talking about 
this mornig.

And Erickson, that’s why reading theology books is good. Any of those goofy reality 
shows you watch this week have anything like that? That would’ve been a good time for 
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it. Now, see some of you don’t even want to admit you watched them. Don’t be lying 
right here in the church house to the preacher, for crying out loud. 

That is a great thought from a legal perspective. The two are now one. It’s also a spiritual 
union in the sense on the one hand that it’s effected by the Holy Spirit of God. And if you 
know your Bible you’re probably thinking about these verses anyway. Notice the 
interchangeability of Christ and the Holy Spirit in this text. It’s Romans 8:9, However 
you’re not in the flesh but you’re in the spirit. If indeed the spirit of God dwells in you, 
but if anyone does not have the spirit of, what? The spirit of Christ he does not belong to 
him. If Christ is in you the body is dead because of sin and yet the spirit is alive because 
of righteousness but if the spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
his spirit who dwells in you. 

So all of this is a effected by the Holy Spirit of God and it’s a union. Here’s the other 
ways it’s spiritual, of our spirit with his. I love this phrase, “what the union produces is a 
new spiritual vitality with the human.” Lock onto that. When you’re united with Christ, 
what the union produces is a new spiritual vitality with the human. 

I was speaking this week to a couple who had just recently come to Christ. And they 
described the experience as coming alive. That’s what they said to me. It’s like a part of 
us that was dead is now alive. That’s exactly right, that’s exactly right. That’s your union 
with the same spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. Here’s where it’s especially practical, 
it’s vital. Lock on to this please. Erickson said, his life actually flows into ours. Think 
about that. Renewing our inner nature and imparting spiritual strength. There is a literal 
truth in Jesus’ metaphor of the vine and the branches just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
if it does not receive life from the vine, so we cannot bear spiritual fruit if Christ’s life 
does not flow into us.

I love Jay Adams’ translation of Romans 7:4 because I think in many ways, my head’s 
spinning right now, this verse will stop it, it’s like grabbing your ears right here. It’s 
Romans 7:4 and it says this in Jay’s translation, So my brothers you also died to the law 
through Christ’s body so that you might become the wife of a different man. Boom. And 
his name is Jesus. The one to whom you’re securely and eternally united. 

Now, where does that all take us? Do you realize the practical implications of what I, 
man we’re carving into the meat. Fine. And now it’s time for some dessert because 
honestly the practical implications of what we’re talking about this morning are 
incredible. I mean, name something that happened to you this week good or bad that is 
not impacted by the doctrine of your union with Christ. 

Let’s think about some of the  results of your union. Here’s one of them, it’s an antidote 
to fear. I realize many people in our church family walk out of your door at home every 
morning of the work week and you walk into environments where there are people 
around who will do everything in their power to tear you down emotionally. And tear you 
down personally, and tear you down professionally and tear you down spiritually. I am 
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sure that that is incredibly draining for many of the good people in our church. But please 
remember this, the one to whom you’re united stands ready to strengthen you every day 
and to protect you and to mature you, in some cases to intervene directly on your behalf. 

Think about our propensity to fear in light of the doctrine of our union with Christ and try 
on some verse like this, For our struggle is not against flesh and blood but against the 
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God so 
that you will be able to resist in the evil day and having done everything to stand firm. 
“How can I stand firm?” Because we’re united with Christ. 

Or Psalm 31 or 35, Contend O Lord with those who contend with me. Fight against those 
who fight against me. All my bones will say Lord who is like you who delivers the 
afflicted from him who is too strong for him. And the afflicted and the needy from him 
who robs him. 

Or Psalm 121:1, I’ll lift up my eyes to the mountains, from whence comes my help. My 
help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. I’m united with him. 

Perhaps you remember this great text, Joshua 1:8, The book of the law will not depart 
from your mouth but you shall meditate on it day and night so that you will be careful to 
do according to all that is written in it. Then you will make your way prosperous and you 
will have success. Now hear this. Have I not commanded you be strong and courageous. 
Forget this fear. Do not tremble or be dismayed. Why? You’re united. For the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go. And friend when you understand the reality of your 
union with Christ, sinful fear melts away in the presence of our powerful God. 

How about this, it’s also a stimulus for growth, the words “I can’t change” should never 
be part of a believer’s way of thinking. Or, “well you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” 
Listen God planned for you to be united with his son and that means we should learn the 
discipline every day of submitting ourselves to him. Consider yourselves, logizomai, it’s 
an accounting term, before we walk out the door. Consider yourselves to be dead to sin 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Another conversation I had this week was with persons who said, “You know, people are 
starting to comment about the changes they’re seeing in me.” Yeah, that’s the result of 
the union. That’s the result of the union. Self-righteousness cannot produce that. 
Moralism cannot produce that but your union with the crucified, risen Savior can. I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me. I’m crucified with Christ nevertheless I 
live yet not I but Christ lives in me and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the son of God who loved me and gave himself for me. 

See if you really believe in the union of Christ, your union with Christ, why not say to 
him right now, “Lord this summer one of those habits that I’ve really been struggling 
with, I’m going to take it on because I’m going to demonstrate that I really believe  in 
your presence and I really believe in your power and there’s no way I can change in that 
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particular way unless I’m truly united with you. But I’m going to take you at your word 
and I’m going to put scripture to the test that I can change because it’s not me changing 
alone.” 

How about this, it’s encouragement to pray. Paul told the Thessalonians, Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. Well, how in the world could you ever pray without ceasing? It’s because the one 
to whom you’re praying is always with you. You’re married. You’re united with him. 
He’s in you and you’re in him.

Chris and I alternate bringing Andrew over to the bus stop in the morning which is right 
here in our community center parking lot and so a couple of days a week I get that 
privilege, just early in the morning and on Tuesday the morning the day that we were, or 
I was preparing this message, I asked Drew on the way over, we typically pray before we 
leave and then sometimes even if it’s just quiet in the Jeep I’ll ask him on the way over, 
“hey, is there anything I can pray with you about before we get to the bus stop?” And 
Drew said to me, “Well, could we pray for the Costa’s?” Tony Costa’s wife just passed 
away and we had her funeral last Saturday. That impacted me on a couple of different 
levels. One I was so glad that of everything my son could think about to pray about in the 
quietness of that moment, he would think of praying for somebody else. But it also tells 
me that his young heart was concerned for the Costa family and not well, let’s pray that 
my lunch is gonna be good, or let’s pray that I’ll have a fun day today, I want to pray for 
someone. I was so glad for my son doing that. But then also this, he was talking about it 
as if Jesus was in the Jeep with us. “Can we pray for the Costa’s right now?” And guess 
what? Jesus was in the Jeep with us. And I would suggest that the more we believe in the  
doctrine of our union with Christ, the more it will true of us that we pray, how? without 
ceasing.

Here’s another one that’s motivation for outreach. You’ll know these verses but think 
about them through the grid of our union with Christ. The great commission, Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
You say, “that’s hard.” Keep reading. What’s the rest of the text say? And lo, I am with 
you always. See our union with Christ so much so this text is unbelievable. Therefore, 
we’re ambassadors for Christ as though God were making an appeal through us. We beg 
you on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God. 

You know we’re finishing a phase of our strategic planning process. We’ve got all the 
survey results collated now and we’ve made this available to you electronically and there 
is some information in your bulletin if you didn’t get an email from us already. And 
we’re encouraging you to go through all those survey results. What our congregation has 
said about where we are right now, our strengths, our weaknesses, our opportunities, our 
threats. 

The folks who printed my copy of it, 710 pages. There’s a lot of stuff there and that’s 
fine, that’s fine. I would encourage you to read that data with a legal pad right next to you 
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because we’re switching now from just surveying to talking about initiatives. In other 
words, because that’s true, here is what we ought to do next. Because that’s the case, here 
is what we ought to build on. Because that’s the case, here’s what  where we outta start. 
Because that’s the case, here’s what we ought to correct. And we’re now into the phase of 
we’re trying to brainstorm initiatives, what we could do over the next five years together. 

And here’s my challenge for you, don’t just select wimpy initiatives. Don’t select 
initiatives that we could do that as a church even if Jesus wasn’t alive. We could do that 
even if we weren’t united with Christ. We could do that even if our evangelism was just 
man-centered. I hope you will be brainstorming initiatives that are God-sized giving 
evidence that we really believe in the doctrine of our union with Christ.

Well, I gotta feeling going on right now, it’s a feeling like I really feel like giving you 
some homework. Are you having the feeling right now like I feel like I really want my 
pastor to give me some homework. You feeling it? It’s even stronger than my desire for 
bacon right now, it’s amazing! 

Here you go, three homework assignments: 1. Be sure you’re married. But you say, my 
honey’s right here. I’m not talking about that, I’m talking about be sure that you’re on 
your way to heaven. Has their been a definite time where you’ve acknowledged your 
need and you’ve placed your faith and trust in Christ? If not, I would invite you to do that 
today. 

Secondly, I would encourage you to brainstorm. I’ve given you four to kind of get you 
started but I want to encourage you to brainstorm 5-10 additional implications of your 
union with Christ, that are especially relevant to where you live right now. Because I’m 
united with Christ here’s what’s true of me and here’s what’s true of my life right now. I 
want to encourage you. Maybe do that with somebody else in your life, brainstorm some 
of the implications or blessings or benefits of your union with Christ.

And then thirdly, I want to encourage to look for specific opportunities, one at least every 
day this week where you factor your union with Christ into the way that you think, into 
the way that you speak, into the way that you live. Not in a fuzzy ethereal way. Make it 
practical, make it real
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