
You Don’t Want an “A” (Titus 1:15-16) 
 
1.  The Vantage Point of the Pure and the Defiled (v.15) 
 
To the pure, all things are pure: 

 To a Jew, this word “pure” would be very meaningful; it means to 
be free from dirt or stain.  It would harken back to the Levitical 
system and its heavy emphasis on ceremonial purity and cleansing. 

 It would also allude to soiled clothes that have been washed clean, 
corn or wheat which has been winnowed or sifted and cleansed of 
all chaff, an army that has been purged from cowardly soldiers, 
milk or wine that has no parts water, or metal which has no trace 
of alloy.  

 The Greek adjective is a figure of speech; when a person is pure in 
mind, his or her perspective on all things will be pure since an 
inner purity produces an outer purity. 

 
To the defiled and unbelieving: 

 Opposite of pure, this Greek word means to be polluted, 
corrupted, stained, or dyed with another color. 

 Figuratively, it describes a mind and a conscience that is morally 
contaminated. 

 The Greek word for “defiled” is in the perfect tense, which means 
that they have and are abiding in defilement.  Their minds became 
defiled and now they are living that defilement out. 

 
There is an irony: the false teachers who avoid whatever they deem to be 
ritually detestable while placing heavy burdens for others to do as well are 
themselves detestable.  This is not an external defilement.  This is a deep-
rooted mind and conscience defilement which finds its outlet in these 
Levitical laws, which Jesus has already fulfilled and deemed as obsolete. 
 
2. The Consequences of Defiling the Mind and the Conscience (v.15) 
 

 The mind:  this is the God-given faculty of perceiving and 
understanding.  It is the channel through which truth reaches the 
heart.   

 The conscience: it means to “know.” Literally, it is a “knowing 
with” or co-knowledge with oneself.  The conscience is the witness 
borne to one’s conduct which either excuses or accuses us when 
we have done wrong, or approves and commends us when we 
have done right.   

 The conscience does not determine whether something is right or 
wrong, it is merely a co-witness to our actions and our thoughts. 

 The conscience is like a compass and a window.  If a compass is 
broken it will not work. When a window is dirty, light will not get 
through. 

 

It is possible to sin against the conscience.  When a conscience is 
hardened, it is unresponsive to God’s economy of right and wrong. 
 

Do you have a defiled mind and conscience? 
 

3. The End Result (Absent of Repentance) (v.16) 

 Many of the false teachers were convinced they were 
regenerated.  They had profession but not possession, ritual 
without reality and form without substance.  They did not repent 
of their unbelief and were the hardest to reach. 

 In Greco-Roman times, when a stone would be considered in a 
building project, it would be inspected.  Any stone that had defect 
was marked with an “A” (adokimoi (unfit)).  The stone would not 
be used.  It would be tossed to the side.   

 A man that has a darkened mind and polluted conscience cannot 
be anything else but an evil influence and therefore unfit to be an 
instrument in the hands of God. 

 

Points of Application: 
How do I renew my mind? 

1. You must be born again to be given the mind of Christ (John 3:3,  
1 Corinthians 2:16) 

2. Fill your mind with the Word of God (Colossians 3:16) 
3. Walk in obedience to the Word of God (Psalm 119:105) 
4. Confess your sins to the Lord and ask him to help you (1 John 1:9) 
5. Surround yourself regularly with Christians (Hebrews 10:25) 
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