
Luke 8:22-56 

We are going to be looking at a large portion of Scripture this morning and really only scratching the 
surface.   
  
 1.  As we look at these verses one thing stands out:  Jesus has authority  
 2.  That may not sound like “breaking news” to us this morning, but it was a definite attention  
      getter in Jesus’ day. 
 3.  Matthew 7:28-29  When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His 
teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes 
 4.  We are going to see Jesus’ authority over 4 specific areas in our text this morning. 

Jesus has authority over… 

I.  Danger v22-25 

     22 Now on one of those days Jesus and His disciples got into a boat, and He said to them, “Let us go 
over to the other side of the lake.” So they launched out. 23 But as they were sailing along He fell asleep; 
and a fierce gale of wind descended on the lake, and they began to be swamped and to be in danger. 24 
They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And He got up and 
rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm. 25 And He said to them, 
“Where is your faith?” They were fearful and amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that He 
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?”  

 1.  Rain rain go away, come again another day has never once worked for me. 

 2.  Who is this man that even the winds and water obey Him?   
  a.  Their minds could have gone back to the Psalms 
  b.  Psalm 107:23-30  Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great  
waters; 24 They have seen the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep.  25 For He spoke and 
raised up a stormy wind, Which lifted up the waves of the sea.  26. They rose up to the heavens, they went 
down to the depths; Their soul melted away in their misery.  27  They reeled and staggered like a drunken 
man, And were at their wits’ end.  28. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, And He brought them 
out of their distresses.  29 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed.  30 
Then they were glad because they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. 

 3.  Jesus has authority over danger! 

II.  Demons v26-39 

    26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He came 
out onto the land, He was met by a man from the city who was possessed with demons; and who had not 
put on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but in the tombs. 28 Seeing Jesus, he 
cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, 
Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me.”  

 1.  Note the power the demons (plural) had over him 
  a.  He was without clothing 
  b.  He was homeless…and worse living in the cemetery 

 2.  The power the demons had over the man crumbles in the presence of THE man Christ Jesus. 



29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many times; 
and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard, and yet he would break his bonds and 
be driven by the demon into the desert. 30 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They were imploring Him not to command them to go 
away into the abyss.  

 1.  Again, here are these demons seizing this man at will! 
 2.  They are causing him to break his chains and shackles and over come his guards 
 3.  They are causing him to flee into the desert 
 4.  And now…They are imploring…begging Jesus “please do not send us into the abyss!” 

    32 Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored Him 
to permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission. 33 And the demons came out of the man 
and entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  
    34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran away and reported it in the city and out in the 
country. 35 The people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man 
from whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and 
they became frightened.  

 1.  Word spread rapidly and crowds came rushing out to see what had occurred  
 2.  They find the demon possessed man in a completely new state of mine  
  a.  Satan uncovers nakedness (Adam and Eve in the garden) 
  b.  Jesus covers (Adam and Eve in the garden) 
 3.  He exercised authority over these demons and the people were terrified. 

36 Those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon-possessed had been made well. 
37 And all the people of the country of the Gerasenes and the surrounding district asked Him to leave 
them, for they were gripped with great fear; and He got into a boat and returned. 38 But the man from 
whom the demons had gone out was begging Him that he might accompany Him; but He sent him away, 
saying, 39 “Return to your house and describe what great things God has done for you.” So he went 
away, proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.  

Jesus has authority over the demons! 

 1.  Now this may not sound like a news flash for us today, but we need to stop and look at His  
      authority compared to others. 

 2.  Acts 19:13-16  But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted 
to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, “I adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preaches.” 14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 And the evil 
spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” 16 And 
the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so 
that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

 3.  Jude 1:8-10  Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject 
authority, and revile angelic majesties. 9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and 
argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The 
Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which 
they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. 



III.  Disease v40-48 

    40 And as Jesus returned, the people welcomed Him, for they had all been waiting for Him. 41 And 
there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus’ feet, and 
began to implore Him to come to his house; 42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and 
she was dying. But as He went, the crowds were pressing against Him.  
    43 And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed by anyone, 44 came 
up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 45 And 
Jesus said, “Who is the one who touched Me?” And while they were all denying it, Peter said, “Master, 
the people are crowding and pressing in on You.” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch Me, for I was 
aware that power had gone out of Me.” 47 When the woman saw that she had not escaped notice, she 
came trembling and fell down before Him, and declared in the presence of all the people the reason why 
she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well; go in peace.”  
   
 1.  Remember in Luke 7:1-10 that there was a Roman centurion who had a slave who fell ill 

 2.  He sent some Jewish elders, who thought very highly of him, to ask Jesus to come and heal his  
      slave. 

 3.  As Jesus made his way to the Centurion’s home, some of his friends met Jesus and stopped  
      him 

  a.  They brought an amazing message from the centurion! 
  b.  “Lord do not trouble yourself further, for I am not worthy for you to come under my 
roof; for this reason I ddi not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed.  For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to 
this one “go!” and he goes, and to another “come!” and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this!” and he 
does it.”   
  c.  In other words, when I exercise my authority over those under my authority I get my  
       request. 
  d.  You Jesus, have authority over disease…so just say the words.  Exercise Your  
       authority. 

 4.  Notice Jesus’ response!  “I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith.” 

Jesus has authority over disease. 

IV.  Death v49-56 

  49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, “Your 
daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.” 50 But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, 
“Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, and she will be made well.” 51 When He came to the house, 
He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and John and James, and the girl’s father and 
mother. 52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; but He said, “Stop weeping, for she has not 
died, but is asleep.” 53 And they began laughing at Him, knowing that she had died. 54 He, however, took 
her by the hand and called, saying, “Child, arise!” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up 
immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat. 56 Her parents were amazed; but 
He instructed them to tell no one what had happened. 



Jesus has authority over death!  

 1.  Do you understand that this is our biggest enemy…and we will all face it! 
  
 2.  Hebrews 2:14-15  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 
also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

 3.  Jesus has authority over death! 

 4.  1 Corinthians 15:50-57  50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will 
not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 
for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this 
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come 
about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 O DEATH, WHERE IS 
YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Conclusion:   

Jesus Christ is the absolute and final authority! 

 1.  Daniel 7:13-14  “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven 
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before 
Him.  14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men 
of every language Might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; 
And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed. 

 2.  Matthew 26:18  All authority has been given unto me in heaven and on earth 

 3.  Any authority that anyone has must come from him because He has all authority! 
  
  a.  President’s authority comes from Jesus 
  b.  Greatest Prince….worst dictator…from Jesus 
  c.  Jesus told Pilate, you could have no authority if it were not given to you from above 
  d.  The king’s heart is in His hand and He turns it wherever He wills.   

Jesus Christ has authority over… 

 1.  Over danger 
 2.  Over demons 
 3.  Over disease 
 4. Over death itself! 
 5.  And yet some of us have the audacity to say, “not me though.”  
 6.  You may have authority over all of those elements, but you don’t have authority here Lord.  



Philippians 2:5-11  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as 
a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this 
reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so 
that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

He, in all His authority is coming to judge the living and the dead…and there will be no appeals 

Revelation 19:11-16   11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, 
and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except 
Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And 
the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 
horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He 
will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 
And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”  

Are you ready? GOSPEL 


