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2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

The Gospel Message In One Verse 

 
Introduction: 
 
     The Gospel message can be summed up in one verse, of Paul’s second epistle to the 
Corinthians in chapter five.  
 
II Corinthians 5:21 
 
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 
 
     People do not understand what the cross accomplished. Now what we are going to do 
tonight, is we are going to take this verse. I’m not going to do an English diagram, but we 
are going to break this down kindergarten style so we can all understand it.  
 
For He – God the Father. 
 
Hath made Him – God the Son, the doctrine of Imputation, because what did He do? 
 
To be sin for us – Do you understand what that means? God the Father, imputed sin to be 
punished upon the LORD Jesus Christ. For he hath made him to be sin for us, - Christ was the 
substitute as the perfect sacrifice. - For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 
 
      The punishment of SIN, to appease the Holy Just Wrath of a Sovereign God was imputed 
upon Jesus and then God poured out His full measure of wrath upon the Son. - yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. God punished sin through the vicarious 
substitute, the LORD Jesus Christ, why? 
 
That we might be made – The next part of the verse, the doctrines of Reconciliation, the 
doctrine of Propitiation, the doctrine of Expiation and the doctrine of Justification by Faith.  
 
That we might be made the righteousness of God in him – What is that preacher? 
Salvation by grace through Faith, with the imputed Righteousness of Jesus Christ because 
that sin was punished in Him and God’s wrath has been satisfied. I have been reconciled. 
That sin is never to be mentioned again, never to be brought up or accounted again.  
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     It has been separated as far as the East is from the West. Because Christ satisfied Holy 
Wrath and Justice of a Sovereign God. That is what the Cross accomplished: Now turn to 
Colossians 2. 
 
 
Colossians 2:10-15 
 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 
 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
 
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
 
     And how did He do that, well look at what the Cross accomplished -  
 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
 
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it. 
 
 
    Now turn back to Isaiah 53: 
 
Isaiah 53:5-6 
 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
     You need to understand something today, that if all iniquity has been laid upon Him, 
then all iniquity has been punished in the vicarious substitute the LORD Jesus Christ. And 
no iniquity will ever be punished again.  
 
     But it was not all iniquity as being in the sense of all mankind.  
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- Because the iniquity of Cain that slew his brother Able, that was not laid upon Him.  
 

- The iniquity of Sodom and Gomorrah was laid upon Him! 
 
- The iniquity of Pharaoh was not laid upon Him! 

 
- Nor was the iniquity of the Richman in Hell laid upon Him! 

 
     So it couldn’t have been the iniquity of us all as in the sense of all mankind. So whose 
iniquity was it? It was the iniquity of His elect, those that believed this report, those to 
whom the arm of the LORD is revealed.  
 
 
Isaiah 53:7-8 
 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
 
 
    Let us run through these passages right quick to see what the one time offering of Christ 
accomplished. 
 
 
Matthew 1:21 - 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.  
 
Matthew 20:28 - 28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.  
 
Mark 10:45 - 45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.  
 
John 6:65 - 65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto him of my Father.  
 
John 10:14-15  - 14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
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     In the upper room at the last Passover, Jesus spoke these words: 
 
Matthew 26:26-28 - 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
 
Galatians 3:13 - 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  
 
Hebrews 2:17 - 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people.  
 
John 17:1-2 - 1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou hast given Him 
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him. 
 

- What some look at as bad, God sees as glorious.  
- What men meant for evil, God meant for good.  
- What men think God made possible?  
- Christ did in fact accomplish as the vicarious substitute.  

 
II Corinthians 5:21 
 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 


